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October 8, 2018

Dear Parent or Guardian,

The state of California passed Senate Bill 557, Food Donations and Pupil Meals, which 
became effective January 1, 2018.  This law encourages schools to have share tables, in an 
effort to reduce food waste and encourage the consumption of food served.  Share tables are 
carts or tables where children can place unconsumed food and beverage items (i.e., 
prepackaged food and beverages; unopened, wrapped food and beverages; or food items 
with a peel) that they choose to not eat or drink. These tables provide an opportunity for 
other children to take additional helpings of food or beverages at no cost. Franklin 
Elementary School will have a share table starting Monday, October 15, 2018.

Examples of items that may be left on our share tables include: unopened bags of sliced fruits 
and vegetables, unopened containers of milk, and uneaten whole fruit that are immediately 
stored in a cooling bin.  Dry items with intact packaging may also be placed on the share 
table.  Only food served from the cafeteria may be placed on the share table.  The share table 
food will only be for students.  Teachers, employees, volunteers and parents are not allowed 
to consume food from the share table.

At the end of the meal service period, any food left on the share table will be discarded.  If 
the quantities warrant, we will donate the leftover foods to local food banks.  Our goal is to 
minimize what is left on the tables by encouraging students to only take what they want to 
eat, but if they find they cannot finish their meal, the share table will provide them an 
opportunity to share their food with their peers. 

If you do not wish your child to participate in this program, or have any questions/concerns 
please contact the Nutrition Services Office at (818) 552-2677 and ask to speak with a 
Supervisor.

Thank you, 

Jennifer Chin Gonzales
Director, Nutrition Services


