
Welcome to Franklin!

 

Building a foundation for life skills at Franklin takes on a unique meaning when we think about our
students receiving their instruction in a language other than English for anywhere from fifty to ninety
percent of their day. Our students are faced with navigating a school setting in which communicating
means more than just exchanging ideas. For Franklin students, communication means understanding
cultural nuances, deciphering multiple vocabularies, interpreting gestures and mannerisms, relying on
peers, and producing appropriate expressions in speaking and writing. No easy feat! How do our
students do it? The incredible dedication of our teachers, parents, and support staff who bring
language to life and make learning meaningful make it possible. Our teachers are particularly excited
about the new English Language Arts curriculum, Benchmark Advance (and Benchmark Adelante for
the Spanish program), which is vertically aligned so that all students will be immersed in the same
overarching themes throughout the year regardless of their grade level.

As we look forward to another year together, I want to acknowledge the dedication of our parent
volunteers. Working hard to ensure our students have opportunities to be compassionate, responsible 
members of their school community, our PTA, under the leadership of President Danni Kim, is preparing
for activities that focus on students’ social/emotional well being. And, through the new Speaker Series,
parents will have the opportunity to learn from experts in the field throughout the year. Our Benjamin
Franklin Elementary Foundation (BFEF), under the leadership of President Carrie Maher, has been
working non-stop to make sure that funds are in place to bring the magic of international interns to our
classrooms, as well as supplemental teacher supplies, new art and music teachers, and our farm-to-
table environmental education. Our new intern team is set and we can’t thank our host families enough
for providing a home away from home to our new group of international interns!

I’m looking forward to seeing you and your children at the many upcoming events that will kick off the
new year! See you around campus: please say bonjour, Guten Tag, buenos días or buongiornio if you
see me!

Warmly,

Mrs. Kully
skully@gusd.net
818-243-1809

Dear Families and Friends,
Chers familles et amis,
Liebe Familie und Freunde,
Care famiglie e amici,
Queridas familias y amigos, 

As we enter the 2019-2020 school year together, I can’t help but think of 
the excitement and anticipation of what a new grade level means for 
our children. At our class of 2019 promotion in June, I highlighted the 
book The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn to share a message about our 
role as parents when our children are facing a new chapter in their 
lives. In the story, a mother raccoon reassures her child that she will be 
there at all times by giving her child a kiss in his palm on the first day of 
school. Although we can’t be with our children every step of the way, we, 
like Mother Raccoon, can provide our children with a loving foundation 
that will prepare them for the independence they will need to be active 
members of their community and society. At Franklin Magnet School, 
we will build that foundation together every day with your child.




