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Educational Jargon Defined
Education is like any specialized vocation or profession. It has its own language and jargon. Much
of the language of education has changed in the wake of the adoption of Common Core State
Standards. To assist parents and the community, we are providing some clarification and definitions to make sense of these changes.
Standards – what students should know and do, determined by the State of California Board of
Education. These are often re-written into Learning Targets, which specifically state what students will know and be able to do. For example, students will use specific quotes from a text
when drawing inferences and explaining what a text says.
Curriculum – an outline or plan for instruction including learning targets, lessons, resources and
assessment. When standards change, curriculum needs to change as well. This is a complex
and lengthy process, since students and
teachers must try out the curriculum to see
if it meets the expectations of the standards.
GUSD is currently modifying its curriculum. We are not yet purchasing textbooks
because the materials do not actually meet
the new standards.
Lesson – a learning experience designed
to provide students introduction and practice with skills & knowledge. This is the art
of teaching. Every day in class teachers
design opportunities for students to learn
based on what they see students need. This
changes day to day and even hour-to-hour.

Myth vs. Fact
Myth: The Common Core State Standards only include skills and do not address the importance
of content knowledge.
Fact: The Common Core State Standards recognize that both content and skills are important.
The English language arts standards require certain critical content for all students, including
classic myths and stories from around the world and require
that students systematically acquire knowledge in literature and
other disciplines through reading, writing, speaking, and listening. The Mathematical standards set a rigorous definition of
college and career readiness not by piling topic upon topic, but
by demanding that students develop a depth of understanding
and ability to apply mathematics to novel situations, as college
students and employees regularly do.

Dates
March 16 - 20

Spring Recess

Questions? Contact Dr. Sebastian Puccio at spuccio@gusd.net or (818)241-3111, ext. 218.
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