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CCSS in GUSD for
2014-15
Listed below are the goals and
expectations for students and
teachers during this school
year.
1. Progress, Not Perfection
- Continuing the growth
made last year through
literacy
- More intentional, consistent practice in content
areas/grade levels
- Using mistakes as positive practice from which
students learn and grow
2. Students are the Pacing
Guide!
- Learning targets-what
students need to know
and do - are fixed by the
standards
- How teachers and students reach those targets
depends on the progress
of the students
3. Collaboration,
Communication, Creativity
& Critical Thinking
- Students working
together to practice in
order to reach learning
targets
- Focus is on studentto-student academic
discussion, rather than
teacher-led
- Student problem-solve
by asking questions
and finding alternative
solutions
- Encouraging students to
persevere and grapple
with challenging concepts and ideas

What Parents Can Do
• See mistakes as opportunities to learn, not as failures.
• Encourage problem-solving by offering options rather than
solutions.
• Inspire them to read, especially non-fiction texts.
• Stay positive! Keep your expectations high! EVERY KID CAN DO
IT!
• Keep discussions and questions “Open-Ended”.
• Guide them to question their own thinking.
1. How can we find out if that information is accurate?
2. Do all of the pieces of this argument make sense together?
3. What is the most important idea from your inquiry and
research?

Myth vs. Fact
Myth: The standards only include skills and do not address the
importance of content knowledge.
Fact: The standards recognize that both content and skills are
important.
The English language arts standards require certain critical content
for all students, including classic myths and stories from around the
world and require that students systematically acquire knowledge in
literature and other disciplines through reading, writing, speaking,
and listening. The Mathematical standards set a rigorous definition
of college and career readiness not by piling topic upon topic, but
by demanding that students develop a depth of understanding and
ability to apply mathematics to novel situations, as college students
and employees regularly do.

Dates
Back to School Nights – check with your student’s school site

Questions? Contact Dr. Sebastian Puccio at spuccio@gusd.net or (818)241-3111, ext. 218.
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