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Technology for the 21st Century

The
Smarter
Balanced
Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) has designed the new
assessments to be taken on a computer.
This means quicker scoring and feedback
for students and teachers. This is also
important because technology is an integral
part of the world and how we communicate.
It is both relevant and significant for students
to use computers to take assessments.
The Glendale Unified School District began
investigating ways to support this need for
technology for assessments. The district
field tested three different tablet
type devices. Class sets were
sent to an elementary school,
then a middle school and finally
a high school. Teachers and,
more particularly, students used
the devices for various types of
tasks. They also tried out the
various features of each device
for ease of test taking.

The overwhelming choice from the students
was the Chromebook. The district purchased
1300 Chromebooks for school sites. They
also purchased carts in which to house the
devices.
Training has and continues to take place
on the Chromebooks. Principals, Site Test
Coordinators, Teacher Specialists, and
Learning Leaders have received training so
far. Ongoing training for staff and students will
continue at each site. The expectation is for
teachers to begin using the Chromebooks on
a regular basis to improve student
fluency with technology.
In conjunction with current site
computer labs and laptop carts,
students in grades 3-8 and 11 will
take the California Assessment
of Student Performance and
Progress (CAASPP) using the
Chromebooks.

SBAC-Types of Questions: Constructed Response

Last month we started a series on the types
of assessment questions students will see
on the upcoming SBAC Assessments on
the Common Core State Standards. In
California, this test will be called CAASPP
– the California Assessment of Student
Performance and Progress.
With Common Core, students have to use
information in a way that considers the
relevance and implications in real world
scenarios. The Constructed Response is
an excellent assessment question for that
purpose. The Constructed Response (CR) is
a variation of the “short-answer” question. It
is a written response about the length of a
paragraph.
The CR is an important opportunity for students to demonstrate their understanding
and critical thinking. Here’s an example of
the type of questions students would need
to answer: Read this statement: “‘Vegetables
are the building blocks for a healthful diet.’
Do you agree with this statement? Explain
your answer using evidence from the video
or the text to support your opinion.” This
Myth or Fact
Myth: These standards amount to a national curriculum for our schools.
Fact: The Common Core is not a curriculum. It is a
clear set of shared goals and expectations for what
knowledge and skills will help our students succeed.
Local teachers, principals, superintendents, and
others will decide how the standards are to be met.
Teachers will continue to devise lesson plans and
tailor instruction to the individual needs of the students
in their classrooms. (www.corestandars.org)

question comes after a piece of informational
text and an informational video that third
graders will read and watch on the CAASPP.
Students will need to refer back to the passage of text and the video to pull evidence to
support their opinion.
It is also an exercise in demonstrating language skills. Students will be evaluated on
their proficiency of grammar and mechanics
– things like sentence structure, subject-verb
agreement, punctuation and Common Core
State Standards.
While this assessment seems more subjective, it really isn’t. English teachers have used
rubrics for years to guide students to improve
the content and style of their communication.
Rubrics help young writers and thinkers to
consider: is their content and evidence providing breadth and depth of their understanding? Is the argument logical, fair-minded, and
precisely expressed? How clearly, accurately
and relevantly are they addressing the task?
Students finally have a chance to show off
what they can really do!
Consider taking a practice or field test on the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
site with your student. You can also learn more
about the CAASPP and the types of assessments at www.gusd.net.

Next month, The Core Report will feature an explanation
of the Selected Response question that will assess
student mastery of the Common Core State Standards.

Questions? Contact Dr. Sebastian Puccio at
spuccio@gusd.net or (818)241-3111, ext. 218.
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