Volume 3

February
2014

A Newsletter for GUSD Parents and Community
Mining for Jewels: How Our Textbooks Are Still Valuable
All textbooks and teaching materials are
valuable. Each one of them provides stories, information, lessons, activities, and
even assessments. As we transition into the
Common Core Standards, it would seem
as though these textbooks are “out of date”.
However, the relevant foundational concepts
and skills are peppered throughout these
resources. These “jewels” remain at the core
of what we want students to know and do.
Teachers will use their professional experience along with their knowledge of CCSS
to mine those “jewels” that are in the texts,
and supplement them accordingly. Biology
teachers will still instruct students on the
differences between animal cells and plant
cells; that information in our textbooks is the
jewel that remains unchanged. Collaborative
discussions between science teachers is
helping to supplement this learning to meet
the new CCSS.
In the English Language Arts classes, teachers will still have students read rich literature

examples, but perhaps pair that reading with a
non-fiction piece.
The most significant change is in Mathematics.
Once again our textbooks still provide gems
of lessons and practice opportunities for students to hone mathematic skills and thinking.
Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division are not going away.
Helping students decide
when and how to use those
skills is the significant shift
that our Math teachers are
already practicing.
It will take time for the publishers to re-write their
materials to meet CCSS.
Until then, experienced and
knowledgeable teachers will
find and use the jewels from
our textbooks and set them
into learning experiences
that will help student meet
these new CCSS.

SBAC-Types of Assessments: The Performance Task
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) ask
students to move beyond the notion of just
“knowing” and “understanding.” They ask
students to really consider the relevance and
implications of their knowledge and skills,
and apply them to real world scenarios.
If we consider how students were tested in
the past, those formats don’t really allow students to truly demonstrate what they know.
Consider this old CST question: “The jackrabbit population sometimes decrease dramatically. One possible explanation for this
decrease is that the coyote population has
increased. This explanation is a scientific: (a)
conclusion (b) experiment (c) hypothesis (d)
law.” This is a pretty straightforward question. It doesn’t involve much thought on the
student’s part. Students just need to know the
definition of the terms and pick the right word.
Consider this example that aligns to
Common Core Standards. “Why is there not
one system that is most essential to survival
of the human species?”
To answer this question, students need
knowledge about various systems, how
they affect the human species, and then
provide an insightful argument in which they

prioritize these and use evidence to support
that position.
The
Smarter
Balanced
Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) is creating these new
types of assessments that provide opportunities for students to show how they think.
This one is called a Performance Task.
Performance Tasks require students to demonstrate skills and knowledge in a meaningful situation. They need to communicate their
ideas clearly and accurately using evidence
from a text, video or graph they have read.
Here are some additional links to videos in
which kids describe these assessments.
High School Video:
http://youtu.be/DXXd451e580
Middle School Video:
http://youtu.be/YKerb7NsDUE
Over the next three months The Core Report
will feature an explanation of the new types of
assessments that will evaluate student mastery of the Common Core State Standards.
Questions? Contact Sebastian Puccio
spuccio@gusd.net or (818)241-3111, ext. 218.
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The LCFF/LCAP committee has scheduled 5 meetings to review the State Priorities, Board Priorities, and GUSD’s Strategic
Plan to create the Local Control Accountability Plan. Stakeholders from throughout the community, such as, teachers, school
administrators, CSEA, parents, students, community members, have been asked to participate to gather input. Should you
wish to learn more about the LCFF and LCAP please contact Dr. Deb Rinder- drinder@gusd.net
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