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“There is a profound gap
between the knowledge and
skills most students learn in
school and the knowledge
skills they need in typical 21st
Century communities and work
places.”
~Partnership for 21st Century
Skills

The TestAssessing
Common Core
Standards

This year students will take
a Common Core Standards
aligned test. Grades 3-8
and 11 will take an ELA and
Mathematics test. The most
important part about this test is
giving students an opportunity
to try this new type of assessment, which will be given online.
The other important component
is giving schools and districts
the chance to test their technological infrastructure.
The test will have a new kind of
multiple choice called selected
response. These questions will
have more than five possible
answers. Students may also
have to choose more than one
answer from the selections
given. This new type of question allows students to demonstrate higher level thinking skills
in ways that old multiple choice
questions could not.
A second major change is a
written short answer called
constructed response. Students
will need to defend their answer
using evidence from a passage
or passages they read on the
test. The answers are no longer
than a paragraph. However,
students will need to write concisely and be free of grammatical errors in expressing their
argument.
The
Smarter
Balanced
Assessment Consortium is the
group developing the assessments that will be given by the
State of California. Go to https://
sbacpt.tds.airast.org/student
to take a practice test to better
acquaint yourself with these
new types of questions.

What does the common core look like
in the classroom?
Close your eyes and picture your 7th grade History class. You
were sitting in the third row from the window, sixth seat back. Your
teacher was talking to you about the Fall of Rome. It sounded interesting, and you took notes because you had to take and pass a multiple choice test.
For most of the 20th century, learning took place in this fashion.
For the skills needed in the world at that time, this was sufficient.
However, our students are living and learning in the Information Age
and a global economy. They will face challenges both locally and
internationally that will require solutions using information that currently doesn’t exist. Preparing students for this future requires the
abilities to read thoughtfully, process the information thoroughly, and
use it appropriately. These skills don’t come from the type of learning we had in the past.
What is happening in the new classroom with Common Core? First,
kids are reading more challenging, informational texts. This means,
it is not just the teacher doing the instruction. Students are learning to learn for themselves. Second, students are making inferences
about the implications of the information they are reading. This
means, students are connecting what they learn with the real world.
Third, students are learning to use multiple sources of information.
For example, they are not just using a textbook and lecture. They
are looking at the ideas from various sources of information. Last,
the expectation for reading, writing, listening and speaking happens
during all content areas, not just during the English or Language
Arts class.
What would that 7th grade History class
look like now? Students would still read
the chapter in their textbook, but they
would also read about archeology,
philosophers, a play about Julius
Caesar, and evaluate art from
that time period. Students would
then pull all of these pieces of
information together and make
comparisons to current times.
Additionally, students
would
collaborate
together to write
an argument using
all of these pieces
What can I do as a parent
to present their
perspective.
to help my student?
• Help engage your student’s thinking!
This new kind of
• Remind students to grapple with new
learning is the
ideas; this creates a more critical thinker.
Common
Core
• See mistakes as opportunities to learn,
classroom.
Our
not as failures.
students will be
• Encourage problem-solving by offering
able to grapple
options rather than solutions.
with global chal• Inspire them to read, especially non-fiction
lenges using these
texts.
21st Century skills
• Stay positive! Keep your expectations
and understandhigh! Every kid can do it!
ings. They will
achieve solutions
For
more information visit www.gusd.net and
using knowledge
click
on Common Core.
and technologies
For comments and questions on the
that have not yet
common core email spuccio@gusd.net.
been created.
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