Clark Magnet High School Mock Trial Presents
People v. Torres
Original Work by Anaida Haroutiunian

Program:
Bailiff: Helen Tahmazyan
Prosecution Team
Opening: David Najaryan
Attorneys

Witness - Role

Kevin Garcia

Hayk Gevorgyants - Charlie Nolan

Andrew Azizian

Anaia Elbaz - Brooklyn Jacobs

Vanya Mazmanyan

Pateel Hagopian - Jamie Williams

Emily Markarian

Mark Benliyan - Cameron Scott

Ani Hadjinian

Zhanna Arabkertsyan- Dr. Peyton Hughes

Neli Aghaghali Babayans

Alina Bakhshinyan - Dr. Jessie Roberts

Siranush Tumasyan

Ani Karapetyan - Detective Alex Carter

Lelit Hanna

Aida Pogosyan - Dr. Taylor Stone
Closing: Anaida Haroutiunian
Defense Team
Opening: Ani Sahakyan
Attorneys

Witness - Role

Lilya Ohanyan

Joe Akopekyan - Riley Turner

Justin Mesaros

Shirley Putti - Dr. Sam Wilson

Elen Gevorgyan

Madlen Jalalyan - Morgan Jacobs

Yervand Matevosian

Maria Galstyan - Dr. Devon Miller

Aaryan Andreev-Jain

Natalie Sabunjian - Avery Jones

Audrey Byrd

Amaras Mehrabian - Jordan Larson

Adam Muradyan

Christina Zargarian - Dr. Ryan Emerson

Emily Simonyan

Manvel Muradyan - Spencer Torres
Closing: Anri Arzumanyan

Phases of the Trial
Introductory Video
Introductions and Bailiff Instructions
Opening Statement for the Prosecution
Direct and Cross Examination of Prosecution Witnesses
Opening Statement for the Defense
Direct and Cross Examination of Defense Witnesses
Closing Argument Prosecution
Closing Argument Defense
Rebuttal
Jury Instructions and Verdict (Poll will appear after Jury Instructions)

Mock Trial Performers
(in alphabetical order)
Neli Aghaghali Babayans
This is Neli Aghaghali Babayans and this is her first year in Mock Trial. For this
performance she will be a trial lawyer conducting the direct examination of Dr. Jessie
Roberts. Neli was assigned the role of Time Clerk her first semester because she was very
nervous even thinking about presenting in front of others, however, after seeing how
friendly the group was she decided to try something out of her comfort zone. About her
experience Neli says, “Mock trial has given me the opportunity to learn more about law
and become a better public speaker. I now feel much more confident, and this has been
a great experience for me”.

Joe Akopekyan
This is Joe Akopekyan and he is currently in his third year of Mock Trial. In this performance
he will be portraying the role of a witness for the defense. Joe has had many roles in Mock
Trial - from portraying the defendant to delivering the opening statement and closing
argument as an attorney. He says, “having had these roles I learned a lot - not only in the
field of law but also in speaking. My confidence with thinking on the spot and speaking in
general will definitely be skills I will use in my future regardless of my career choice.
Because of Mock Trial being one of my favorite experiences throughout the years, law is
now a possible career path for me.”

Aaryan Andreev-Jain

This is Aaryan Andreev-Jain. Aaryan will be a defense attorney in this trial. This
is his first year in Mock Trial. In the first semester case, he was portraying the
role of an expert witness. About his first year in Mock Trial, Aaryan says, “Mock
Trial has given me the great opportunity to practice my public-speaking skills
and work within a team to meet a specific goal. Additionally, the experience and
skills that I gained in this class can be used almost anywhere.”

Zhanna Arabkertsyan
This is Zhanna,and this is her first year in the class. Both semesters she was a
prosecution witness. She picked this class because law is something that has always
her along with acting, and this class was the perfect opportunity to test out her skills.
Zhanna says, “ I think that this class feels more like a club rather than a class because
there’s a little bit of fun and harmless competition that keeps things interesting. I will
be taking this class until her senior year.”

Anri Arzumanyan
This is Anri. He’s a senior and this was his first year in Mock Trial. He started out as a
witness, the defendant. Tonight he will be a defense attorney delivering the closing
argument. He says, “Mock Trial is the best way to ‘taste’ law in a smaller, school
setting and the atmosphere this class provides is one of the most unique experiences
that Clark has to offer.“

Andrew Azizian
This is Andrew Azizian and it’s his first year in Mock Trial. In his first trial he portrayed
the role of the defendant. In this case he will be a trial attorney conducting the direct
examination of Brooklyn Jacobs. About his first year he says, “ I'm glad I got to take this
class. It has helped me a lot , and I can’t wait to take it again next year.”

Alina Bakhshinyan
This is Alina, who is currently in her first year of Mock Trial. The first semester, she
attempted the role of a time clerk, a role she found enjoyable. This semester, she
has the role of a prosecution witness. She picked this class hoping to expand her
knowledge of law, and to pursue new ways of public speaking. She states, “Mock
Trial has given me a great opportunity to feel the pressure of competitions and
attempt new opportunities that would be beneficial to my further education.” She
will be taking this class next year as well, and up until senior year.

Mark Benliyan
This is Mark Benliyan and he is the current president of our class. Mark has been in
Mock Trial for two years and he has received an MVP award in all three competitions
in which he has participated. Mark’s favorite role is being a trial attorney but he also
has experience being a witness and a pre-trial attorney. Mark says, “Mock Trial is by
far my favorite experience at Clark. It brought out my passion for the law.” Mark will
pursue Mock Trial at the university level next year at UCLA.

Audrey Byrd

This is Audrey’s third year in Mock Trial. This will be her debut
performance as a lawyer as she has always been a witness in all prior
competitions and performances. Audrey is a Defense Trial Lawyer in this
case tonight. About her experience she says, “Mock Trial has increased
my confidence, and I am so glad I decided to take it freshman year.”

Anaïa Elbaz

Anaïa has been in Mock Trial for two years; both years she was an attorney
during the competition. She is hoping to be a lawyer in the future, and this class
has been a valuable experience and resource. Anaïa says “I learned more about
the law, objections, and how to argue a case. This has been an amazing
opportunity for me”!

Maria Galstyan

This is Maria’s first year in Mock Trial. Prior to this semester, she had the
opportunity to perform as a lawyer for the prosecution side. Tonight, however,
she will take upon the role of a defense witness. In regards to Mock Trial, Maria
says, “It is one of the best classes I have ever taken. Mock Trial was one of the
weighing factors that had led me to choose Clark as a school in the first place,
and being able to be a part of such a supportive team has been an incredible
experience. I am excited to continue this journey in the following years!”

Kevin Garcia
This is Kevin. He is a freshman taking his first year in Mock Trial. This semester,
he will be portraying the role of a prosecution lawyer, which he found to be quite
challenging. However, he enjoys the work and the experience with his
classmates. Kevin states, “The class has been a great way for me to practice
public speaking in front of an audience as well as to develop better
communication skills. This class is interesting to me, since my goal is to become
a lawyer in the future.” Kevin is planning on taking this class next year as he had
a lot of fun.

Elen Gevorgyan
This was Elen Gevorgyan’s first year in Mock Trial, and so far she had the role of a
prosecution witness, and will be a defense lawyer in this case. She says, “Overall, I’m
glad that I joined this class, because it’s not just a class; it’s a place where you have fun
as you are engaging in things other than typical classroom procedures. You're actually
learning from them. I kind of regret not joining earlier because I thought it was
extremely difficult, but you have peers guiding you through it 24/7 and practice is all
you need.”

Hayk Gevoryants
This is Hayk’s first year in Mock Trial. For the first semester’s Mock Trial competition,
Hayk was a prosecution attorney and delivered the opening statement. For tonight’s
trial, he will be portraying the role of a prosecution witness. About his experience
this year Hayk says, “I learned a lot in this class, especially more about the court
system and about law. Although I have learned much about these topics, I also
believe that this class has improved my critical thinking skills, my ability to think on
the spot and improvise, and even my public speaking skills. I highly suggest taking
Mock Trial class even if you do not want to have a career in law, because Mock Trial
class teaches you many other skills, like public speaking and critical thinking.”

Ani Hadjinian

This is Ani´s first year in Mock Trial. In the first semester Ani was a bailiff
and in this trial tonight, she is a prosecution attorney. Ani says, “I have always
been interested in law, acting, and debate, which is what this class is all about.
I love Mock Trial because it's a fun way to learn about how the court works.”

Pateel Hagopian

This is Pateel. Pateel is about to end her third year in Mock Trial. She has always
been a Defense attorney and has played a witness’ role once or twice. Pateel says,
“Ever since I was in middle school, I have been interested in law and debate. I have
enjoyed every minute of this class and I plan on running for president in my senior
year. I am not passionate about a lot of things, but Mock Trial is one of my favorite
passions.”

Lelit Hanna

This is Lelit! She is a second-year Mock Trial student. This will be her first performance as a
lawyer as she was a witness in the prior competition. Lelit will be a Prosecution Trial Attorney
in this case tonight. About her experience, she says, “Mock trial has given me the opportunity
to expand my public speaking skills. Joining Mock trial as a freshman was the best decision I
made when entering high school.”

Anaida Haroutiunian

This is Anaida’s second year in Mock Trial. In prior competitions, she has been both a
prosecution and defense witness, as well as a defense trial attorney. Being a senior,
tonight Anaida decided to experience the excitement of delivering a prosecution
closing argument. Anaida says “Writing this case was pure excitement and now being
able to bring it to life and put on a trial for everyone to watch, is the most memorable,
and surreal experience I could have had this year. Mock Trial is the highlight of my high
school experience and I’m so glad I could take this opportunity to not only dive into
what interests me but to also become a much more confident person.”

Madlen Jalalyan
This is Madlen’s fourth year in Mock Trial. She’s the current Vice President of
the class. Madlen has been an attorney for both prosecution and defense in
her previous years, and today is her debut as a witness. About Mock Trial she
says “Mock Trial was the main reason I came to Clark. It helped me improve
exponentially in public speaking. Thanks to this class, I explored my interest in
law and will pursue a career in law.” It’s not a coincidence that Morgan Jacobs
has the same initials as her.

Ani Karapetyan
This is Ani’s third year in Mock Trial. Ani was assigned the role of Time Clerk her
freshman year because she was nervous to present in front of others. After getting
more comfortable with public speaking and being more open, her second year of
being in the class she played the role of a witness for the defense side. She received
an MVP award and was very excited to succeed in her role. She was also a defense
lawyer and was assigned to deliver the opening statement for the defense. Her last
year of Mock Trial, being this year, she decided to be a witness because she enjoys
playing out the roles and being dramatic. Ani says, “ When I joined Mock Trial my
sophomore year of high school, I had no idea what it was and when I learned more
about the class, I was terrified to be part of it. However, over the years, I became
more open and confident to present and talk in front of others. I am very happy that I
chose this class because it improved my public speaking and my willingness to be
heard.”

Emily Markarian

This is Emily Markarian.She is a prosecution attorney for tonight’s case. This
is her first year being a part of Mock Trial. In this class she played the roles of
both a lawyer and a witness. She says, “This class has many positive aspects
because not only do I get to learn about the law, but I also get to experience
and explore different roles in the field of law."

Yervand Matevosian
Being his first year in Mock Trial Yervand has further developed his acting skills through
his role of witness first semester. Tonight he is a Defense Attorney in this case. In regards
to Mock Trial Yervand says. “When I first was submerged in the process of speech and
debate, it was simply overwhelming. Having an almost family-like environment provided
me with the ideal circumstances to become more experienced in the field of law. The
classroom environment makes working together easy and comfortable since all my
classmates had been in the beginners seat as well. We all help each other thrive.”
Yervand has an innate ability to orrate, and combined with his new understanding of law,
he is ready to perform tonight’s show.

Vanya Mazmanyan
This is Vanya’s first year in Mock Trial. He was a bailiff for the first semester’s trial and
is a prosecution attorney in this case tonight. Vanya says, “Being able to conduct the
lawyer's role, first hand, has been quite interesting and has helped me learn a lot about
the responsibilities of a lawyer. Other than learning about law, trials, and all the
information you expect to learn from a mock trial class, this class has also helped me
better my ability to speak in front of people.”

Amaras Mehrabian
This is Amaras’s first year in Mock Trial. She had the great honor of being a
prosecution lawyer last semester. Tonight she decided to switch things around and
will be portraying the role of Jordan Larson. a witness for the defense. Over the
course of this year, Amaras states that “Being a part of Mock Trial has led me to be
able to communicate with others on a whole new level. It really made me get out of
my comfort zone. I have also had the opportunity to be a part of a Mock Trial family
that supports and helps each other. This just proves to me that coming to Clark and
taking Mock Trial was one of the best decisions I could have ever made.”

Justin Mesaros

This is Justin’s first year in mock trial. Last semester he was given the role of a
witness. Tonight he will be acting as a prosecution lawyer for Dr. Sam Wilson. Justin
states, “Mock Trial for me has been a challenging yet overall enjoyable experience. It
really does feel like everyone in Mock Trial is part of one big family that supports
each other.”

Adam Muradyan
This is Adam’s first year in the Mock Trial. Last semester, he prepared for and played
the role of a prosecution witness in the competition. Tonight, he will play the role of
a defense attorney. Mock Trial has served as an opportunity for him to develop both
personal and interpersonal skills. Adam believes, “Mock Trial is not just a class, but a
team of contributors who are willing to help you achieve your best in public speaking
and support you through challenging competitions.”

Manvel Muradyan
Manvel has been in Mock Trial for one year. He initially had the role of a pretrial
attorney for the first semester’s Mock Trial competition. Manvel believes Mock Trial
is a great class to work on speech and debate skills, as well as meet new amazing
people. He says “I have enjoyed the overall environment of the class so far, since
everyone is kind and willing to help the team do better as a whole.”

David Najaryan
David has been in Mock Trial for three years. He has been a witness and a time clerk, and
tonight he will be delivering the opening statement for the prosecution. Over the years,
David has learned professionalism and time management skills. Not only has he learned
life lessons and work ethic during his time in Mock Trial, he says, “Mock Trial made me
realize that I want to pursue a career in law.”

Lilya Ohanyan
This is Lilya’s second year in Mock Trial. She has been a witness for all cases, until
this trial. Tonight, she will be a defense lawyer.. In regards to Mock Trial, Lilya says,
“Mock Trial is like a big family for me. We learn teamwork, public speaking, and
within a very short time we learn to do the impossible. I am glad that Clark has such
a great opportunity ,and by joining this program I finally decided what I want to do
in the future. This program and the memories we created here were some of the
best parts of my high school experience!”

Aida Pogosyan
This is Aida’s second year in Mock Trial. She has taken on the role of both a witness and
a pretrial attorney during her first two years in this class. Tonight, she will be portraying
the role of a prosecution witness, Dr. Taylor Stone, the certified fraud examiner of this
case. She says, “I am so thankful to be given a chance to participate in this
one-of-a-kind-experience that has taught me more than I could have possibly imagined
when first joining Mock Trial. I loved being a part of such an amazing and hard-working
team, and look forward to the next two years in this class.”

Shirley Putti

Shirley has been in Mock Trial for 3 years. She has been both a witness and a
lawyer in prior competitions. Tonight, she will be portraying the role of Dr. Sam
Wilson. She says, “Mock Trial has greatly improved my public speaking and
presentational skills. I appreciate the environment of the class. Everyone is helpful
and always looking out for each other. I think it’s truly a great team to be a part of.”

Natalie Sabounjian
This is Natalie Sabounjian’s first year in Mock Trial. She has been able to portray a
prosecution attorney in this year’s competition and tonight she will be portraying the
role of the defense witness, Avery Jones. She says, “Mock Trial is a collaborative effort
where we worked together, grew together, and helped each other. If we messed up,
we would catch each other and move on, and we had a lot of fun in the process.”

Ani Sahakyan
This is Ani Sahakyan’s second year in Mock Trial. She has been a prosecution witness and a
prosecution lawyer in past competitions. This year, since this is her last year in the
program, she has decided to try a new point of view and deliver the opening statement for
the defense. When asked about her experience in Mock Trial, Ani said “ I absolutely love
it. Mock Trial taught me how to analyze texts and see through the clues. It also educated
me on teamwork and collaboration. Mock Trial is a family, and you never feel like you are
excluded; everyone is very welcoming and understanding.”

Emily Simonyan

This is Emily’s first year in Mock Trial. To her great enjoyment, she got to portray
a defense witness in this school year’s competition. She won the award of
Outstanding Defense Witness from the Senior Division out of the 91 different
high schools that participated in the Los Angeles County competition. Tonight
she will be a defense trial attorney. Emily says, “I didn’t expect myself to fall in
love with this class as much as I did. I learned so many things about myself, one
of them being how much I love to act and perform. This class is NOT just for
people who would like to pursue law.”

Helen Tahmazyan

This is Helen’s second year in Mock Trial. She has been a trial attorney, closing
attorney, pretrial attorney, witness, and now the bailiff. Helen says, “I love this class
because it is very student-led. I like how students can respectfully express their
opinions and help their classmates. I created so many memories and friends in this
class. I recommend this class to anyone, not just those that are interested in law. I
think everyone can learn something from this class.”

Siranush Tumasyan

This is Siranush’s first year in Mock Trial. She had the opportunity to portray an expert
witness in her first competition last semester. In this case, tonight, she is a prosecution
attorney. Siranush says, “Mock Trial has made me discover a different aspect of my
personality and has greatly improved my public speaking skills. I enjoy the environment
of Mock Trial and am glad I decided to take this class.”

Christina Zargarian
This is Christina’s second year in Mock Trial. Last year she portrayed the role of an
expert witness, a doctor. Last semester she was a defense attorney. She loves this
class and says “This class has helped me improve my confidence and helped me
grasp an idea of what it is like being a lawyer in a courtroom. I enjoy the class a lot
and will miss it when I graduate.”

Thank you for joining us tonight. Clark’s Mock Trial Team is always looking for sponsors to
offset costs of transportation and competition fees. If you would like to support the team’s
future efforts with a donation, please contact Mrs. Melissa O’Gara at mogara@gusd.net

