Monte Vista

Paw Prints Newsletter
November 1, 2021
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
NOV.1: No School - Professional Development Day for Teachers
FLAG dual immersion program application window opens - www.gusdmagnetandflag.com
NOV. 4 PTA Meeting/Bingo Night
NOV. 5 Dress Up day - WACKY FRIDAY
NOV. 10 End of Trimester 1
NOV. 11 Veterans Day - No School
NOV. 12 Report Card Prep/Kindergarten Parent Conference Day - No school for students
NOV. 17 PTA Dine Out - Chipotle
NOV. 18 Report Cards go home
NOV. 19 Spirit Assembly - Wear Monte Vista Clothing or Red
Minimum Day - Parent Conferences
NOV. 20-28 Thanksgiving Break
INSTAGRAM: Follow Monte Vista @montevistagusd to meet our staff and see all of the amazing
things that are happening at our school!
ABSENCES/HOMEWORK INFORMATION: If your child is absent because they’re ill (not COVID
related), please email your child’s teacher for any missed assignments that they would like for your
child to complete. If there are any assignments that need to be picked up, they will be ready to be
picked up after school to allow time for teachers to prepare the materials.
NOTE: Instruction over Zoom is available only in cases where the school has asked for students to
quarantine due to COVID.
BREAKFAST/LUNCH MENU UPDATE: COVID continues to present challenges in receiving food and
supplies from our vendors and is a statewide/nationwide problem. Link to a letter from the California
Department of Education, Director of Nutrition Services Division, which sheds some light on the
situation.Our Nutritional Services department speaks to vendors daily to minimize the changes to the
menu. Unfortunately, we expect shortages for the rest of the school year. We know how disappointing
it is for our students when they don't get the meal they anticipated. We will continue to do our best to
minimize the substitutions. Here is a link to the website where menu substitutions are listed. This
page will be updated at the beginning of each week.
UPCOMING VIRTUAL FLAG PARENT TOUR will be held virtually on Thursday, Nov 18th @
11:00am. We encourage all families with incoming kinder age child(ren) to attend. Click here to sign
up for a virtual tour.

FLAG KOREAN PROGRAM FOR INCOMING KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS
Please mark your calendar! If interested in enrolling your incoming kinder child to Monte Vista FLAG
Korean, you MUST submit an application online to participate in the lottery. The application for 2022-23
school year will open on Monday, November 1, 2021. Click here to apply If you have an incoming
kinder-aged child, be sure to apply online.
CROSSING GUARDS NEEDED: Would you like to work part-time as a Crossing Guard for La
Crescenta children and earn $45.00 per day, committing to just 2 hours a day? Would you like to work
before and after school, only on the days school is in session, and not have to work nights, weekends
or holidays? If you can answer “YES” to these questions, the city of La Crescenta is interested in
talking to you about being a SCHOOL CROSSING GUARD FOR LA CRESCENTA. No Experience
Necessary – Training Provided.
Asst. Regional Manager Maria (818) 331-4454
Visit https://acmssafety.com/careers/ for more information or to apply.
MV HEALTH OFFICE
● If your child is sick, please keep them and their siblings at home and notify the school.
● If your child requires medication during school hours please contact Stephanie Allen for forms
and more information, (818) 248-2617.
● If your child quarantines and obtains a COVID test from an outside facility, please be sure to
show/send documentation of a negative test result to the front office upon return to school.
IT’S FLU SEASON: Flu season is upon us and we want to make sure you are taking steps to stay healthy and
safe. Here are a few reminders:
● Take advantage of our daily on-site COVID-19 testing (www.gusd.net/COVIDTesting)
● Do not send your children to school if they are sick.
● Call your doctor or local pharmacy for flu vaccinations. The yearly flu vaccine is the first and most
important step in protecting yourself from the flu.
● Check out our latest flu prevention resource data to receive

MASK GUIDELINES: GUSD mask policy is based on current guidance from the California and Los
Angeles County Departments of Public Health, face masks are required for all students, employees,
and visitors while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.
Masks are strongly encouraged when outdoors. Students, employees, families and visitors may be
asked to wear a mask while outdoors when physical distancing is difficult, such as during drop-off and
pick-up.
*No Gaiter

*No masks with vents or valve

LA COUNTY TRAVEL ADVISORY GUIDELINES: Click here .
GUSD COVID NOTIFICATION PROTOCOL: This document contains the protocol that GUSD will
follow with any positive case of COVID-19 on a district campus or facility.

PTA
PTA Association Meeting & BINGO Night – Thursday, November 4, 2021
Please join us for our next PTA Association Meeting and BINGO Night on Thursday, November 4th at
7pm via zoom! The link will be sent closer to the date!

Monty’s Holiday Shop
Calling all artistic parents and guardians! We need your help to make our annual Monty's Holiday Shop
a continued success!
We are looking for several artists to help with personalizing gifts that our students purchase at Monty’s
Holiday Shop. We are looking for volunteers who are talented in fancy and/or calligraphy style writing
with paint pens. Some examples of personalized gifts are coffee mugs, holiday ornaments and pet
accessories. Every year, personalized gifts are some of our biggest sellers! This is a fun way to help
support this annual holiday event. Our students love gifting personalized items and our families love
receiving them! This would be either an in person or at home volunteer opportunity depending on
district and school protocols closer to the date.
Monty’s Holiday Shop is scheduled to run Dec. 9-14, which is right around the corner! If you are
interested in volunteering to help with personalizing gifts, please reach out as soon as possible to Julie
Ashe @ Julieashe23@gmail.com

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Dia De Los Muertos (Day of the Dead) - November 1-2
"Across Latin America, Mexico, and the United States, on November first and second is the celebration of Día
De Los Muertos, or Day of the Dead. It is a wonderful celebration of life that remembers those who have passed
away by joyfully welcoming back the souls of loved ones and deceased ancestors through food, music, and
tradition. It’s a special time that connects us with people we love."
This description is from KidSpace. There is a longer article that goes into more detail and also
shares how to make paper marigolds:
https://kidspacemuseum.org/for-families-at-home/seasonal-for-families-at-home/dia-de-los-muer
tos/
National Geographic Kids also has a good summary of the holiday:
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/day-of-the-dead

Diwali - November 4
"Diwali, or Dipawali, is India's biggest and most important holiday of the year. The festival gets its name
from the row (avali) of clay lamps (deepa) that Indians light outside their homes to symbolize the inner
light that protects from spiritual darkness."
Link: https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/pages/article/diwali

"Diwali, also spelled Divali, one of the major religious festivals in Hinduism, Jainism, and Sikhism,
lasting for five days from the 13th day of the dark half of the lunar month Ashvina to the second day of
the light half of the lunar month Karttika. (The corresponding dates in the Gregorian calendar usually
fall in late October and November.) The name is derived from the Sanskrit term dipavali, meaning “row
of lights.” The festival generally symbolizes the victory of light over darkness. The third day of Diwali is
celebrated on Thursday, November 4, 2021."
Link: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Diwali-Hindu-festival

