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Dear GUSD,

As you know, I have assumed the role of Interim Superintendent 
while the Board of Educa  on searches for a permanent Superinten-
dent. I intend to make this transi  on period as seamless as possible 
so we can con  nue to focus on the important work of educa  ng 
our students.

I have been with GUSD for my en  re 28-year career and my level of 
confi dence in this district is unparalleled. It will take a team eff ort, 
but I know that we will con  nue to provide our usual high level of 
service to our community throughout this transi  on.

This week, the Board of Educa  on made the decision to employ 
an outside search professional to manage the Superintendent 
search process. The Board hopes to select a search professional in 
the coming weeks and move forward with the search quickly. The 

Dr. Kelly King

Message from the Interim Superintendent

Board has expressed their commitment to conduc  ng an open and transparent search process as 
they fi nd a Superintendent that best serves our GUSD students, staff , families, and community. 
Part of this process will include ge   ng input from stakeholders regarding the quali  es you feel 

FLAG Japanese and English kindergar-
ten classes celebrated Setsubun on Feb-
ruary 1 at Dunsmore Park. This event 
celebrates the coming of spring.

Kindergarten students and parents 
par  cipated in a bean throwing event 
called “mame-maki”. It is symbolic of 
the ac  on of ge   ng rid of the nega  v-
ity from the previous year and welcom-
ing good and posi  vity for the coming 
year. It is a common school and com-
munity event in Japan. Not only does 
it drive out evil spirits and the seeds 
of misfortune, it is also a prayer for the 
family’s well-being and good business. 
One person acts as the goblin and runs 
around, while the others throw beans 
at the person. Dunsmore’s kindergar-
teners made the goblin masks and had 
great fun running around with their 
parents. Great way to enjoy “mame-
maki” Hilltoppers and welcome spring!

Dunsmore students 
introduce Japanese 
way of celebra  ng 

the coming of spring

Clockwise, from 
right: kindergarten-
ers Sonia Hernan-
dez, Isabella Hua, 
and Lily Farias with 
their dads. Bo  om: 
a dad and daughter 
demonstra  ng the 
‘mame-maki.’

These Monte Vista students are among many other el-
ementary school students who celebrated the 100th day at 
school with ac  vi  es pertaining to the number 100.

are needed in your next Superintendent. 
I hope that you take advantage to par  ci-
pate in the stakeholder mee  ngs, as your 
voices are very important.

I encourage you to reach out to me and 
our other district leaders should you need 
addi  onal support at your school site.

I want to thank you for the hard work you 
do every day to support GUSD students. 
Our elementary schools just celebrated 
100s Day. I know that working together 
the next 70+ days will be fi lled with stories 
of student growth and many successes!

Sincerely,

Dr. Kelly King
Interim Superintendent

This four day Restora  ve Prac  ces experien  al training prepares 
par  cipants to keep peace circles in the community and school set-
 ng. The training provided par  cipants with an understanding of the 

circle process and its poten  al for building rela  onships within the 
school community; promo  ng healthy communica  on; developing 
social emo  onal learning and youth competencies; and crea  ng safe 
spaces to address diffi  cult issues, trauma, and healing. Par  cipants 
learned the stages and fl ow of the circle and prac  ce the fundamen-
tal elements of the circle process, including ritual, storytelling, estab-
lishing shared values, building trust, and consensus decision-making.

Restora  ve Prac  ces training
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Notable Crescenta Valley High School students

Crescenta Valley High 
School junior Tae Wook 
(Terry) Kim was selected 
for a highly compe   ve 
program -- to be trained as 
a pilot through the 2018-
19 CSAF Flight Academy 
Scholarship!

The Air Force funded schol-
arships for the 2018-19 

Terry Kim

academic year Chief of Staff , Flight Academy 
Private Pilot Scholarship Program. HQ AFJROTC 
released the list of 150 Selected cadets and 37 
Alternates. Cadets iden  fi ed as ‘Selects’ will at-
tend a summer university program for college 
credit and the opportunity to earn his/her pri-
vate pilot cer  fi ca  on/license (a  er complet-
ing further AFJROTC and University require-
ments). This is a signifi cant accomplishment. 
To be on the ‘Select’ list, one must compete to 
earn a scholarship opportunity. 

To be on the Alternate list, one has to have sub-
mi  ed a strong and compe   ve package but 
was not selected to a  end this summer. Howev-
er, if any of the selects cannot meet the require-
ments of the scholarship, HQAFJROTC will select 
an alternate who has met all requirements.

Crescenta Valley High School par  cipated in a concussion research with Children’s Hospital Los An-
geles & USC Keck. Fo the past couple years, the research was conducted with CHLA to learn, and to 
contribute to what is known about adolescent concussion, preven  on and recovery. CVHS principal 
Dr. Linda Junge said, “Kudos to our football program for being willing to par  cipate in this important 
research. Thank you to Dr Peterson and his team for their contribu  ons to such important areas of 
study, for working to improve health and safety for athletes and teens everywhere.”

To read more on this report, follow this link: h  ps://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Foot-
ball-Concussions-Study-Research-Sports-505153481.html.

CV football players par  cipate in concussion research

CVHS senior Lyron Co Ting Keh was named a top 300 scholar in the 78th Re-
generon Science Talent Search, a program of the Society for Science and the 
Public. Regeneron Science Talent Search is the na  on’s oldest and most pres-
 gious science and math compe   on for high school seniors. Science Talent 

Search alumni have made extraordinary contribu  ons to science and hold 
more than 100 of the world’s most coveted science and math honors, includ-
ing the Nobel Prize and the Na  onal Medal of Science. Students are selected 
based upon their scien  fi c research and also on their overall poten  al as fu-
ture leaders of the scien  fi c community. Almost 2000 students entered the 
compe   on this year. Lyron received $2,000 and CVHS also received $2000 to 
use toward STEM-related ac  vi  es.

Top 40 fi nalists include CV senior studentCV student selected for fl ight 
academy scholarship

Lyron Co Ting Keh 
(Source: LA Times 
fi le photo)

On January 23, Lyron was named one of the 40 fi nalists in the Regeneron Science Talent Search. 
He was also named 1 of 5 “Young Innovators To Watch” in 2019 for the Development of an En-
semble-Based Machine Learning Model for Cancer Subtype Classifi ca  on using Circula  ng Tumor 
DNA. The 40 fi nalists, each of whom will receive $25,000, will be invited to Washington, DC for 
the fi nal compe   on in March. The top prize for the most promising emerging STEM leader in the 
United States is $250,000.

The Glendale High School Choir, conducted by teacher Grace Sheldon-
Williams, performed on December 9 for the Armenian American Mu-
seum Gala at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, California.

Glendale HS choir’s gala performance

The Hoover High 
School Marching 
Band recently re-
ceived their fourth 
consecu  ve Cali-
fornia State Band 
Championships Di-
visional victory. The 
Board of Educa  on 
recognized the 
band at the January 
15 board mee  ng.

Hoover HS Marching Band takes 
Division Championship

Challenge Day at Glendale middle schools
Toll kicks off  “Challenge Week” for GUSD Middle Schools. On February 
4, the school hosted its sixth “Challenge Day” since 2015-2016. More 
than 400 middle schoolers in total will par  cipate in this one-day social 
emo  onal workshop this year, across the four middle schools. Teachers, 
counselors, administrators, board members and members of the com-
munity also par  cipated in the day as adult facilitators.
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Cerritos welcomes visitors at students’ coding showcase

Keppel third graders go on a fi eld trip and learn to code
Keppel Elementary third graders in 
April Faieta’s class went on a fi eld trip 
to uCode in La Cañada. They all cre-
ated a web site and learned  to write 
in HTML code.

The students have been coding for 
the past three months using MIT’s 
Scratch program. Learning to create 
a web site gave the students a new 
apprecia  on for the world wide web.

Faieta said, “One goal for 2019 is to 
help students become profi cient in 
computer technology. We will be en-
tering the California Student Film Fes  -
val this spring. Some of the 3rd graders 
are crea  ng anima  on using code.”

Cerritos Elementary Computer Sci-
ence Immersion Magnet School 
principal Perla Chavez-Fritz invited 
trustees to a showcase-coding 
event on January 31.

This special event highlighted cod-
ing projects from students in tran-
si  onal kindergarten through the 
sixth grade.

Mrs. Fritz and her staff  and teach-
ers welcomed the parents and 
members of the community. The 
students were very excited to show 
their coding skills.

Elementary and Middle School Spelling Bee
The 43d Annual Elementary School Spelling Bee 
took place on February 4, 2019, co-sponsored 
by the Sorop  mist Interna  onal of Glendale 
organiza  on. Each year, the students who place 
in the top fi ve are rewarded. The following lists 
those students who were recognized for their 
achievement:
• 1st Place: Sonia Carrillo, Valley View, Grade 

5. Sonia will par  cipate in the Los Angeles 
County Offi  ce of Educa  on’s (LACOE) Spelling 
Bee Compe   on on March 13, 2019 at the 
Almansor Court in Alhambra.

• 2nd Place: Lazar Ratkovic, Marshall, Grade 5
• 3rd Place: Hannh Yi, Monte Vista, Grade 6
• 3rd Place: Hovhannes Khuloyan, Muir, 

Grade 6

• 4th Place: Janika Maloles, La Crescenta, 
Grade 6

• 5th Place: Ani Tadevosyan, Mann, Grade 5

The 43rd Annual Middle School Spelling Bee 
was held on January 17, 2019. Teams from 
each of the middle schools competed. This 
year’s fi rst place winner was Ibrahim Ahmed 
a seventh grade student from Roosevelt 
Middle School. Rosemont Middle School 
took the honors in the team compe   on.

Awards are given to the top spellers in the 
compe   on. The six students who were rec-
ognized for their achievement are as follows:
• 1st Place: Ibrahim Ahmed, Roosevelt, 

Grade 7
• 2nd Place: Adam Masri, Rosemont, Grade 8
• 3rd Place: June Musurlian, Wilson, Grade 8
• 4th Place: Nathan Scherrer, Toll, Grade 8
• 5th Place: Debayon Roy, Rosemont, Grade 7
• 5th Place: Rayane Kabous, Wilson, Grade 7

In both the elementary and middle school cate-
gories, the fi rst place winners received a Concise 
Oxford American Dic  onary and fi  y dollars. 
Second place winners received forty dollars; 
third place winners received thirty dollars; fourth 
place winners received twenty dollars; and fi  h 
place winners received ten dollars each. The So-
roptomists Interna  onal of Glendale provided 
the cash awards and has been the District’s 
spelling bee partner since 1980.
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GUSD students spread message of kindness

Franklin Elementary School

Daily High School

Fremont Elementary School

Clark Magnet High School

Verdugo Woodlands 
Elementary School

Interna  onal Day of Acceptance at GUSD
In January, GUSD students celebrated Yellow Ribbon Week.  During this 
week, students and staff  focus on the importance of kindness, tolerance, 
and an  -violence.

On January 18, students across GUSD par  cipated in ac  vi  es for Inter-
na  onal Day of Acceptance, a day dedicated to celebra  ng and embrac-
ing people with disabili  es.

At College View, students, staff , families, and community leaders par-
 cipated in their second annual “Giraff e Socks” challenge. This year, 164 

people sported giraff e socks to celebrate College View - sha  ering last 
year’s record of 122!

Columbus Elementary School

Crescenta Valley High School

Monte Vista Elementary School
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February
8 CV High School Jazz Night | 4 PM
13 Holocaust Survivor Presenta  on | 

Hoover HS | 9 AM
19 Holocaust Survivor Presenta  on | 

Clark Magnet HS | 9 AM
19 Board of Educa  on Mee  ng | Admin 

Bldg Board Room | 5 PM
20 Strategic Listening Commi  ee Meet-

ing | Hoover HS, Room 12101 | 6 PM
21 Glendale Council PTA Founders Day | 

CVHS | 6:30 PM
22 Glenoaks Founders Day Lunch | TBD | 

12 PM
22 CV High School Spring Musical | 7 PM
23 La Crescenta Elementary School 

Founders Day | 6 PM
28 Holocaust Survivor Presenta  on | 

Daily HS | 9 AM
28 Hoover High School Open House | 6 

PM
28 Clark Magnet High School PTSA 

Founders Day | 7 PM

March

1 GEF Disco and Diamonds | Castaways 
Restaurant | 7 PM

4 LCAP Townhall Mee  ng | Admin Bldg 
Board Room | 6 PM

5 World Languages Advisory Commi  ee 
Mee  ng | Admin Bldg Board Room | 6 
PM

6 Roosevelt Middle School Talent Show 
Assembly | 10:30 AM

7 Toll Middle School Open House | 6:30 
PM

7 Wilson Middle School Open House | 
5:15 PM

7 CV High School Open House | 5:30 PM
8 CV High School Instrumental Spring 

Concert | 7 PM
12 Board of Educa  on Mee  ng | Admin 

Bldg Board Room | 5 PM
13 Smart-A-Thon | USC Verdugo Hills 

Hospital, 4th Floor Council Rooms | 
11:30 AM

13 Restora  ve Jus  ce Info for Parents | 
Admin Bldg Board Room | 6 PM

14 Edison Elementary School Open House 
| 5 PM

14 Columbus Elementary School Open 
House | 6 PM

14 Cerritos Elementary School Open 
House | 6:30 PM

14 Rosemont Middle School Open House 
| 6:30 PM

25 GUSD Health Fair | Glendale HS Gym | 
2 PM

26 Daily High School Trimester I Mini 
Gradua  on Ceremony | 10:30 AM

26 Rosemont Middle School Incoming 
Parent Night | 6 PM

27 Rosemont Middle School Founders 
Day/Refl ec  ons Recep  on | 7 PM

28 Daily High School Open House | 5:30 
PM

28 College View School Open House | 
5:30 PM

GUSD students celebrate 100th day of school
Monte Vista Elementary

Monte Vista students showed what they did on their 100th 
day at school -- they: wrote about what they did in class that 
day, read a book about 100 ants, wrote 100 words, spelled 
their teacher’s name using 100 blocks and created artwork us-
ing 100 popsicle s  cks.

Day 100 is fi nally here! Dunsmore kin-
dergartners celebrated this special day 
on February 5! Karen Nagao’s kinder-
garten students were  treated to a very 
special guest - Zero the Hero - who 
came to class to count and sing with 
the students. Zero the Hero told the 
tale of how he befriended the num-
bers 1 through 9, and together, they 
were able to make bigger numbers.

Zero the Hero showed his talent as 
he sang the popular chant “Zero the 
Hero Came to School” with all the 
students. Thank you Zero the Hero 
for making this day so special!

Dunsmore Elementary

Marshall Elementary

Counterclockwise, star  ng from top: principal Carla Walker recognized students who completed 
100 days of school with perfect a  endance; in the spirit of day 100, teachers donned their ‘100th 
day’ shirts; teachers Narine Hartonian and Kori Seaton’s classes maintained perfect a  endance for 
the fi rst 100 days of school; and the cer  fi cate that the students received.


