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Winfred B. Roberson, Jr., Ed.D.

Season’s Gree  ngs, Esteemed GUSD Colleagues,

The winter holidays are upon us, ushering in a  me of celebra  on, 
joy, and thanksgiving.

Before we depart for the an  cipated winter break and say goodbye 
to 2018, I will take this opportunity to honor your work and services 
to GUSD students and families in this fi rst half of the school year. In 
review of recently reported California dashboard progress, we have 
seen overall improvements in our students’ ELA and Mathema  cs 
achievements. These academic gains are evidence of our focus on 
LCAP and Board Priority #1, “Maximizing Student Achievement.” 
While be  er test scores are just one indicator of student success, 

Winfred B. Roberson, Jr.

Message from the Superintendent

it is important that we celebrate the students and educators that made it happen. I value the col-
labora  ve eff orts at your school sites.

LCAP/Board Priority # 2 is “Create a Culture of Learning.” Embedded in Priority #2 is suppor  ng stu-
dents’ social and emo  onal well-being. I acknowledge our counselors and school psychologists who 
have been extremely busy tending to fragile students. This school year, there have been over 100 

GUSD Superintendent, Dr. Win-
fred Roberson, watch as students 
engross themselves in work at 
his recent classroom visita  on at 
Rosemont Middle School.

Dr. Roberson was the Mystery Reader in Ms. Claire Thingvold’s fi rst grade 
class at Fremont Elementary School. The students loved it!

threat assessments, which is evidence that our students are under 
tremendous stress. Thank you for being on alert and recognizing 
when our students need wellness support. Moreover, I give a huge 
thank you to our teachers and staff  who are using their Restora  ve 
Prac  ces training to build posi  ve classroom environments and 
school communi  es. My offi  ce will con  nue to advocate for and 
support RP for its rela  onship-building a  ributes.

Board Priority #3 is “Increase Engagement to Support Student Learn-
ing.” GUSD is fortunate to serve a community that believes in vol-
unteering and fi nancial giving through PTA/Founda  on partnerships. 
Parent involvement is one of the characteris  cs of high performing 
districts. Thank you for opening your classrooms and schools to GUSD 
parents who want to collaborate with you and help students learn. 
We will con  nue to use all communica  on resources available to en-
gage and connect with our parent community. Moreover, we know 
that school connectedness is paramount to students’ academic suc-
cess. Within that context, thank you for encouraging your students to 
par  cipate in clubs, music, sports, robo  cs and a  erschool ac  vi  es 

Congratula  ons to 
GUSD inventors!

On December 8, 2018, the Glendale 
Unifi ed School District GATE Offi  ce 
hosted the 25th Annual Inven  on Con-
ven  on at Glendale High School.

Approximately 74 inven  ons from 97 par-
 cipants were displayed represen  ng our 

students’ original thinking and inves  ga-
 ve skills. The event was a true represen-

ta  on of 21st Century skills in ac  on!

This year’s judges for the sixth year in 
a row included members of the Rotary 
Club of Glendale who brought their 
background and exper  se in such areas 
as engineering and computer science to 
the event. In addi  on to volunteering 
their  me, they donated dinner again 
for all of the judges. There was also a 
fl ight engineer from JPL, a re  red fi re 
captain, teachers, teacher specialists, 
and re  red teachers.

All entries were recognized with par  ci-
pa  on ribbons. First, second and third 
place awardees received medals, and 
fi rst place awardees were also present-
ed with trophies. Winners will be rec-
ognized at the Jaunuary 15, 2019 Board 
Mee  ng. Results are listed below:

Fourth Grade Winners:
• 1st Place (  e): Leila Sahabi of Verdugo 

Woodlands, “Owl-Bear Plug”; Haley 
Acopian and Sathvi Reddy of Valley 
View, “A Clean Ocean”

• 2nd Place (  e): Juliet Catherine Hub-
bard of Keppel, “Character Visual-
izer”; Hana de Vi  on and Olivia Lim
of Keppel, “Stop Plas  c Now (STN)”

• 3rd Place (  e): Kai Kim of Keppel, “Light 
Mark”; Isabella Zargaryan of Balboa, 
“Foam Footwear”; and Samantha 
Oliver of Keppel, “Stranger Danger”

Fi  h Grade Winners:
• 1st Place: Janice Kim of Keppel, “Fry 

Protector”
• 2nd Place (  e): Anna Ze  lyan of 

RD White, “The Sleeve Holder”; 
Charlo  e Faieta of Keppel, “Privacy 
on the Go”

• 3rd Place: Shant Gyurjyan of RD 
White, “No Mess No Stress”

Sixth Grade Winners:
• 1st Place (  e): Mateo White of Edi-

son, “Breakout”; Sidney Kim of Toll, 
“Shadow Drive”

Con  nued on page 7, Inventors

Con  nued on page 9, Superintendent
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Dunsmore staff  and students kicked-off  the holiday season with a jolly spirit day. Teach-
ers, staff  and students wore their best pajamas and house coats and carried their favorite 
stuff ed toy on Pajama and Stuff ed Animal Day on November 30.

Fi  h grade teacher Mike McGrath and his stuff ed toy (le  ); and the Dunsmore staff  (right).

PJ and stuff ed toy day at Dunsmore

College View at the Montrose 
Christmas Parade

College View School got into the holiday spirit on De-
cember 1 at the Montrose Christmas Parade. Students 
were joined by more than 30 family members and 
friends, including teachers, therapists, classroom staff , 
school nurse Miss Sharyn and Miss Angela, therapy 
dogs George and Elsie, and, not one, but two giraff es.

College View principal Jay Schwartz said, “It was our 
fi rst parade and the parade’s fi rst giraff e brigade. Fun 
was had by all!  Thank you to all who joined us!” 

The theme 
at Dunsmore 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School’s “The 
Future is 
Bright” Day is 
Christmas sun-
glasses. The 
third grade 
group is al-
ways ready to 
dress up.

The future is bright at Dunsmore

GUSD principals have the most interes  ng mee  ngs

Elementary and secondary 
principals showed up in their 
holiday bests at their Decem-
ber 13 mee  ng.

Hoover Choir treats Board with Holiday repertoire
The Hoover High 
School Choir, 
with teacher Amy 
Estep, performed 
a holiday musical 
program for the 
Board of Edu-
ca  on and the 
audience at the 
board mee  ng 
on December 11.

Dunsmore's HollyDays Bou-
 que is back! This annual 

event is sponsored by the 
Dunsmore PTA, which ran 
from November 30 through 
December 5. Students and 
families were given the op-
portunity to shop for the holi-
day season. All proceeds help 
the PTA support the school.
Parents, friends and family 
were welcomed to shop dur-
ing school hours and to volun-
teer to help students package 
their gi  s. The spirit of giving 
comes to Dunsmore!!

Holly Days are back at Dunsmore

Second grade teacher Sher-
ry Orozco shopping away!

‘Tis the Season at Marshall and Monte Vista

Top: The Tiger Tones, under the direc  on of 
Denise Barnard, performed for students who 
enjoyed Marshall Elementary School’s annual 
fes  ve Jingle Jam! Santa made a special ap-
pearance as well! Right: Monte Vista Elemen-
tary School’s orchestra students perform for 
the annual Winter Concert.
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Three school buildings funded by Measure S formally open

Measure S-funded school buildings at three campuses formally opened 
with ribbon cu   ng ceremonies -- Jeff erson Elementary School on Octo-
ber 17, La Crescenta Elementary on November 2 and Verdugo Woodlands 
Elementary on December 5. The events were a  ended by GUSD’s board 
members, administrators, staff  and students, and community partners.

The FLAG (Foreign Language Academies of Glendale) German program 
at Franklin Elementary School was the recipient of the Barona Band of 
Mission Indians Educa  on Grant. California State Assemblywoman Laura 
Friedman came to Franklin to present a $5000-check at a schoolwide 
awards assembly with parents, district administrators, and Board Mem-
ber, Shant Sahakian, in a  endance.

Franklin FLAG recipient of Barona Grant

Franklin Elemen-
tary School princi-
pal, Sherry Kully, 
and Coordinator of 
FLAG programs, Dr. 
Nancy Hong, were 
among 80 educa-
tors from 22 states 
who par  cipated in 
a seminar on French 
Dual Language and 
Immersion Educa-
 on hosted by the 

French Embassy.

From le  : Dr. Nancy 
Hong; Federal A  aché 
of the French Ministry 
of Educa  on, Karl Cog-
ard; and  Sherry Kully. 

FLAG administrators a  end French 
Embassy seminar

Administrators and teachers from Porter Ranch School District (K-8) visited 
the Rosemont Middle School Korean FLAG program on November 1 looking 
for ideas. Rosemont FLAG teacher, Kiho Sohn, (far le  ) was their tour guide.

Rosemont hosts Porter Ranch School 
reps visi  ng FLAG class

Barona Grant, from le  : Franklin Elementary assistant principal Roxanne Ou-
weleen; Franklin teacher Sandy Ave  c; Assemblywoman Laura Friedman; GUSD 
Board member Shant Sahakian; and GUSD Superintendent Dr. Winfred Roberson.

Toll Middle School ASB students, un-
der the leadership of Nancy Torres, 
organized a school wide toy drive and 
sock drive in December. Over 200 
new toys and socks were donated 
by the staff  and students. One of the 
Titan tenents is Service so they took 
on this project as a labor of love and 
compassion for local families in need. 
The toys were donated to local fi re 
sta  ons and the socks went to a local 
homeless shelter. Go Titans!!

Toy drive of  tanic propor  ons
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The Esri Ocean GIS Forum was held on November 7 in Redlands, California 
at the ESRI (Environmental Systems Research Ins  tute) Conference Center.

The conference hosted many Geographic Informa  on System (GIS) experts 
and marine scien  sts. A student team from Clark Magnet High School, the 
Elemetals, were invited to be plenary speakers for the event. The students 
are enrolled in Dominique Evans-Bye’s CTE Geographic Informa  on Sci-
ence pathway capstone course, Environmental GIS.

Each year, students from this award-winning program are selected to 
present their work at ESRI and other industry conferences. This year, the 
Elemetals showcased their cascade story map on the analysis of heavy 
metals in marine sediments around the Los Angeles River. The Elemetals 
worked on this project as part of the Lexus Eco Challenge Land/Water Chal-
lenge. They were tasked to iden  fy a local environmental issue and cre-
ate an ac  on plan to address the issue. The team mapped EPA designated 
superfund sites in southern California. They analyzed how rainwater fl ows 

Clark students were plenary speakers to audience full of scien  sts

through the sites and the path it takes to end up in the ocean. They collected samples of marine sediments from the ou  low of LA river and surround-
ing areas, then worked at the CSU Long Beach Ins  tute for Integrated Research in Materials, Environments and Society (IIRMES) lab to do an Induc-
 vely Coupled Plasma Mass Spectroscopy analysis to quan  fy heavy metals in their samples. They used ArcGIS to perform a spa  al analysis of each 

heavy metal found in the sediments. Students made column/line combo graphs in Excel showing their results in rela  on to the permissible exposure 
limits iden  fi ed by the Na  onal Oceanic Atmospheric Administra  on. They compared their results to the same study done by the class in 2006-07. 
The Elemetals’ story map of the project is online at: h  p://arcg.is/qKm5b

The plenary presenta  on was videotaped and streamed live to the California Department of Educa  on (CDE). Jenna Throne with the CDE said, “It 
worked and everyone was amazed at the level of professionalism and the depth of knowledge of all of your students. Great work.” In the a  ernoon, 
the team stayed through the lightning presenta  ons listening to the work other scien  sts and GIS experts had done leading up to the conference.

Dominique Evans-Bye (behind the podium) with her students.

Clark Magnet High School 
senior Brijal Shah won a 
grant last summer from 
Glendale Community Col-
lege to teach the cod-
ing program, “Scratch,” 
to promote girls in STEM 
and simultaneously learn 
about climate change. The 
“Scratch” app was devel-
oped in MIT.

Clark senior advocates for STEM for girls

Kindergarteners at Baldwin’s class learned a key idea about forces -- how pushes can change the direc  on 
and speed of an object’s movement. The students learned how some mountain towns in danger of landslides 
can build structures to protect themselves from falling rocks. Students designed and tested their own solu  ons 
to re-direct falling boulders away from their town and toward a wai  ng dump truck.

The third grade students in April Faieta’s class are having fun studying force and magne  sm; also using the new 
Mystery Science Curriculum. The students created models of bridges, and learned coding and about force. 
Teaching and Learning Science teacher specialist Shawna Metcalf put all these kits together during the summer.

Keppel students’ Mystery Science Lesson and Explora  on

Kindergarteners in Jus  ne 
Baldwin’s class.

Third graders in April Faieta’s class.

Approximately 32 girls, several from GUSD schools -- Verdugo Woodlands, Cerritos, Glenoaks, John Marshall, Edison, Mark Keppel, Fremont, and Jef-
ferson -- a  ended TechTots, Brijal’s class sessions. Keppel teacher April Faieta reported, “Many of Keppel’s fi  h graders a  ended the STEM class. The 
girls came back to Keppel and taught their coding skills to their peers using the Scratch app.” Faieta further said the third graders in her class were not 
only coding during the week of Hour of Code, but have been coding weekly since October. Faieta added, “These students are 8-year olds and they are 
doing pre  y complex coding. One group is working on an animated video (via code) to submit to the California Media Fes  val.”

Brijal said she was grateful to have run such an amazing program that inspired young girls to code and hopes to con  nue running similar programs in the future.
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It’s karaoke  me at Mann

Mann Elementary School principal Rosa Alonso 
proudly shared this photo of her students for 
others to see, “Horace Mann Bulldogs karaoke 
to “America the Beau  ful” during our Monthly 
Award Ceremony.”

Marshall Elementary School families enjoyed Family Art Night on No-
vember 2 by crea  ng masterpieces using various mediums such as wa-
tercolors, pastels, and ink!

Family Art Night is a favorite at Marshall

Columbus Elementary principal Dr. Elena 
Rojas hosted a parent mee  ng on Social 
Media Awareness and Safety. The speakers 
were interns Ani Yakhszyan, Lilia Golestanian, 
and Arlene Rostami of the Child Welfare and 
A  endance offi  ce.

Social media awareness 
brought to Columbus parents

Mountain Avenue’s annual Wax Museum event went off  without a 
hitch! Each sixth grade student selects a person who has made a signifi -
cant contribu  on to our world. The student researches their historical 
fi gure, prepares a speech, dresses in costume, and performs for families 
and students.

Mountain Avenue’s Wax Museum

‘Wax fi gures’ from le  : Malala Yousafzai, Confucius, and Queen Elizabeth.

Monte Vista 6th graders 
buddy up with younger peers

First and sixth graders (le  ) and second and 
sixth graders (right) from Monte Vista Elemen-
tary School partner on holiday projects.

Monte Vista Elementary School third graders 
made stone soup on November 14.

Stone soup on cold day for 
Monte Vista students

On the day a  er Hal-
loween, Dunsmore El-
ementary par  cipates 
in the annual “YMCA 
Healthy Halloween 
Candy Give Back” day 
when students turn in 
their Halloween candy 
for our troops. Dun-
smore’s PTA collects 
and weighs the candy 
and students earn one 
raffl  e  cket for every 

Dunsmore collects candy 
for the troops

Misaki Boecher
pound of candy turned in by November 2. All 
raffl  e  ckets are placed in a bowl and one stu-
dent is chosen by Principal Karen Stegman to 
win a brand new bicycle!

This year’s winner is Misaki Boecher in Ms. 
Chow’s fi rst grade Japanese FLAG program. 
Dunsmore is one of many schools in the La 
Crescenta Valley that par  cipates in the raffl  e. 
Dunsmore students and families donated more 
than 300 pounds of candy.

Assistant principal Hury Babayan reading to kin-
dergarten Principal Pals.

Monte Vista Principal Pals

Every month each teacher at Monte Vista El-
ementary chooses one student as their Prin-
cipal Pal according to the character counts 
word of the month. Selected students join 
the principal for lunch as they share what 
they’ve done in order to be granted the prin-
cipal Pal cer  fi cate.
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College View’s Annual Wheel-A-Walk-A-Thon draws more people every year
College View 
School held 
its 19th an-
nual Wheel-A-
W a l k - A - T h o n 
and raised over 
$4,000 dollars. 

Students walk and 
wheel around the 
school with family 
members, teach-
ers, classmates, aides and volunteers with support from Glendale 
Police Department and District dignitaries. Way to go College View!

Columbus Elementary third grade 
teacher Cur  s Majer engaged his class 
in a team-building exercise on the fi eld.

Before that, they read a four-part 
story about kids camping in their 
backyard. One of the parts gave di-
rec  ons on how to put up a tent. As a 
follow up, they used the instruc  ons 
and worked in groups of three or four 
to put up their own tent. They also 
read a passage and watched a video 
on how to build a campfi re. Majer’s 
students then made edible campfi res 
and are currently working on narra-
 ve camping stories.

Columbus third graders incorporate lesson with ac  vity

Dunsmore parent volunteer and dance in-
structor Amanda Navar loves to dance with 
Karen Nagao’s kindergarteners! Amanda 
teaches the kinders to stretch and to move 
in a unit as they understand how their bod-
ies move. These lessons also help develop 
the kinders’ coordina  on as dance rou  nes 
are taught every week.

Some of the great music the kinders dance 
to are “Ants in Our Pants,” “I Can Move My 
Body Like Anything” and “The One-Eyed 
One-Horned Purple People Eater.” Aman-
da hopes that some of the kinders will be 
mo  vated to sign up for the school’s an-
nual talent show later in the year. Amanda 
also teachers dance to Dunsmore’s 3rd 
graders, with a focus on choreography and 
staging. Keep dancing Hilltopper Kinders!

Dancing Dunsmore kindergarteners

These kindergarteners show how they can 
move their bodies!

Monte Vista teacher Kris  n Pardo’s third 
graders raise funds for PromPlus by par-
 cipa  ng in “Girls on the Run”

Monte Vista girls’ run 
to raise funds

Wilson Middle School 
held their fi rst pep 
rally in October kick-
ing off  the boys bas-
ketball and girls soc-
cer seasons. Wilson’s 
cheer team made 
a makeshi   tunnel 
and student athletes 
were introduced and 
cheered as they pass 
through the tunnel.

Wilson opens basketball and soccer seasons with pep rally

WEB, Where 
Everyone Be-
longs, is a way 
to create con-
nec  ons be-
tween Wilson 
Middle School 
students. 

Over the sum-
mer, Wilson’s 
student WEB 
leaders held 
an orienta  on 

Wilson’s WEB of students

for the incoming sixth and seventh grade students.

On October 10, WEB leaders held a picnic lunch to reconnect 
with the sixth graders. The goal is to ensure that every sixth 
grader has an eighth grade WEB leader as a friend and guide.
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GUSD Elementary Special Olympics hosted by Roosevelt once again
Over 203 students with special needs from Glendale Unifi ed School District’s elementary schools competed at the 2018 GUSD Elementary School 
Games on November 14 at Roosevelt Middle School. Students competed in track and fi eld, so  ball throw, long jump and a health sta  on throughout 
the day. Approximately 80 Roosevelt student volunteers provided one-on-one buddy support and numerous community members overseeing the 
compe   on. Roosevelt became a Special Olympics Unifi ed Champion School last year and is commi  ed to acceptance and inclusion for all students 
on their campus.

“Roosevelt is always excited to welcome these inspiring athletes to our school,” said Roosevelt principal, Dr. Kyle Bruich. “We are hopeful that this 
incredible event will help bring a be  er apprecia  on of the diversity that exists right here in our own community. This allows a unique opportunity for 
Roosevelt students to reach out without leaving our own campus.”

Over the past month, GUSD adapted physical educa  on specialists, Dave Beard, Tyrone Allen and Chris Chacon, have been training the athletes to 
prepare them for the compe   on. GUSD Special Educa  on Execu  ve Director Dr. Deb Rinder said, “We want to extend a special thank you to the 
Adapted PE teachers, Glendale Special Olympics Partner Kim Villa, all the volunteers who made this day happen, and most importantly to the teachers 
and support staff  who made sure the athletes a  ended this special event.”
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Principal for A Day 2018
The 27th annual Principal for a Day in the Glendale Unifi ed School District was held on December 6, 2018 and a  racted 30 business and community 
leaders. The Glendale Educa  onal Founda  on sponsored the event.

Guest principals spent all morning at their assigned schools, then gathered at noon for a luncheon and “commencement” in the GUSD Board Room. 
The recep  on gave the guest principals and their hosts an opportunity to share their experiences and compared management styles in the public and 
private sectors — one of the main objec  ves of the program.

The roster of par  cipants is as follows, in alphabe  cal order, by principal’s name:

• Lusine Baghdasaryan, Glendale 
Youth Alliance, Hoover High

• Alex Bruno, Bruno Group, Inc., 
Wilson Middle

• Bradley Calvert, City of 
Glendale, John Marshall El-
ementary

• Jarrod Degonia, LA County 
Supervisor Kathryn Barger, 
Franklin Elementary

• Vincent Espinoza, Glendale 
Arts, Roosevelt Middle

• Mayu Hagiwara, Consulate 
General of Japan Los Angeles, 
Verdugo Woodlands Elementary

• Shakeh Harou  ounian, Axia 
Learning, Glenoaks Elementary

• Sevada Hemelians, SIH 
Ventures/Rotary Club (noon), 

Dunsmore Elementary
• Pamela Jackson, City of 

Glendale, Columbus Elemen-
tary

• Greg Jaramishian, AMS.net, 
Edison Elementary

• Andrew Jenks, Glendale 
Police Department, Balboa 
Elementary

• Armen Karaoghlanian, Arme-
nian Film Society, Glendale High

• Eileen Kwan, Dignity Health, 
Toll Middle

• Evelio Mar  nez, Shire Phar-
maceu  cal, Clark Magnet High

• Theresa Murphy, USC 
Verdugo Hills Hospital, La 
Crescenta Elementary

• Aram Ordubegian, Arent Fox 

LLP, A  orneys at Law, Moun-
tain Avenue Elementary

• Alex Parajon, Paragon 
Business Solu  ons, Horrace 
Mann Elementary

• Tara Peterson, YWCA 
Glendale, Daily High

• Michael Pinto, NAC Architec-
ture, R.D. White Elementary

• Eric Schirding, United West-
ern Ins Brokers, Rosemont 
Middle

• Gary Shaff er, Glendale Li-
brary, Arts & Culture, Cerritos 
Elementary

• Ani Simonian, American 
Savings Financial Services, 
Lincoln Elementary 

• Ruth Sowby, Glendale Commu-
nity College, Thomas Jeff erson 
Elementary

• Telly Tse, Beverly Hills USD, 
Monte Vista Elementary

• Jeanne  e Vasquez, Hya   Place 
Glendale, Fremont Elementary

• Frank Vega, RBC Capital Mar-
kets, Mark Keppel Elementary

• Dalia Velazquez, SchoolsFirst 
FCU, College View School

• Chet Wang, Keygent LLC, Cres-
centa Valley High

• Robert William, Glendale 
Police Department, Valley View 
Elementary

• Steve Zurn, Glendale Water & 
Power, John Muir Elementary 

Gary Shaff er at Cerritos Elementary

Evelio Mar  nez at Clark Magnet High

Dalia Velazquez received a warm welcome 
from College View students.

Chet Wang at Crescenta 
Valley High

Sevada Hemelians at Dun-
smore Elementary

Greg Jaramishian at Edison Elementary

Jeanne  e Vasquez at 
Fremont Elementary

Jarrod Degonia at 
Franklin Elementary

Lusine Baghdasaryan at 
Hoover High School

Frank Vega at Keppel Elementary

Telly Tse at Monte 
Vista Elementary

Eric Schirding at Rose-
mont Middle School

Vincent Espinoza at 
Roosevelt Middle 
School

Eileen Kwan at Toll Middle 
School

Mayu Hagiwara 
at Verdugo Wood-
lands Elementary

Alex Bruno at 
Wilson Middle 
School
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December
19 Rosemont Middle School Ad-

vanced Winter Concert | 7 PM
12/24 - 1/1   District Offi  ce Closed
12/24 - 1/6   Grades TK-12 Winter 

Recess | Schools Closed

January
14 LCAP Townhall Mee  ng | Admin 

Bldg Board Room | 6 PM
15 Board of Educa  on Mee  ng | 

Admin Bldg Board Room | 4:30 
PM

17 Middle School Spelling Bee | 
Admin Bldg Board Room | 7 PM

21 Dr. Mar  n Luther King, Jr. Day 
Holiday| District Offi  ces Closed

22 Joint Glendale Community Col-
lege/GUSD Mee  ng (Tenta  ve) | 
Admin Bldg. Board Room | 5 PM

26 Clark Magnet High School Open 
House | 11 AM

Every Veteran’s day, Wilson Middle 
School honors and celebrates our 
country’s veterans. During a school 
wide assembly, students learn about 
our local veterans and even hear from 
a few of them.

Wilson and Marshall honor veterans

Marshall Elementary School teacher 
Anna Yegiyants’ third grade class 
shared the meaning of Veteran's Day 
in a schoolwide assembly on No-
vember 9. Fi  h grade teacher Gerry 
Sharp was honored as a veteran for 
his service in the US Army.

From le  , Marshall principal Carla Walker, 
Anna Yegiyants, and Gerry Sharp.

• 2nd Place (  e): Ellie Sohn and 
Alyssa Kim of Monte Vista, “Foot 
Pump Whistle”; Linus Har  gan 
and Vincent Abechian of Frank-
lin, “Stopsicle”; Harper Powell of 
Franklin, “Found and Found”

• 3rd Place (  e): Gianna Moutes of 
Edison, “Super Slippers (all season 
slippers)”; Siddarth Payasam of 
Dunsmore, “The No Handed No 
Brainer”; Bohdi Longo and Dagny 
Marion of Edison, “Auto Drawer”

Seventh Grade Winners:
• 1st Place: Kavin 

Vijay and Mihir Man-
chikatla of Rosemont, 
“Thermostraw”

• 2nd Place: Gore 
Sargsyan and Andrew 
Klujian of Toll, “The 2 
in 1 Travel Pack”

Inven  on Conven  on winners
Inventors, from Page 1

Fourth grade winners with District administrators

Sixth grade winners with District administrators

Seventh and eighth grade winners with District administratorsFi  h grade winners with District administrators

For the Halloween Parade, 
the Monte Vista Elementary 
offi  ce staff  dressed up as ba-
bies because  Health Clerk 
Pa  y Rahman is pregnant 
with fi rst baby.

Monte Vista celebrates a new life

From le  : Sosi Parsegian, Secre-
tary; Pa  y Rahman, Health Clerk; 
Hury Babayan, Asst. Principal; 
and Suzanne Risse, Principal

The Aquarium of the Pacifi c came 
to Columbus Elementary School 
and brought their sea life and touch 
tank for the students to use. The 
students benefi  ed from a brief 
lesson about oceans and sea life.

Aquarium comes to Columbus

• 3rd Place: Maryam Fareed of 
Roosevelt, “Solar Powered Indoor 
Fountain”

Eighth Grade Winners:
• 1st Place: David Agekyan of Wilson, 

“Porta Desk Arm Rest”
• 2nd Place (  e): Nathan Scherrer 

and Ma  hew Tovmasian of Toll, 
“Pizza Box Prop”; Emma Gonzalez of 
Wilson, “Ortho Sole”

• 3rd Place (  e): Henry Guske of 
Roosevelt, “The Future of Housing”; 
Kailo Owhadi of Rosemont, “The 
Grocery S  ck”

that make them proud of their school.

Lastly but not least, we are consciously addressing Board Priority #4, 
“Maintain Financial Solvency & Financial Responsibility.” All GUSD 
curricular programs and staffi  ng are built upon our well-managed and 
solvent budget. We are very fortunate to not be in the same fi nancial 
straits as some of our fellow school district; however on December 
11, the Board approved a “qualifi ed” fi rst interim budget. This means 
that GUSD must reduce its annual spending in order to meet its fi nan-
cial obliga  ons over the next three years. We will keep you updated 
on GUSD’s progress towards Board Priority #4 over the coming weeks 
and months. We all await the new Governor’s preliminary budget 
around the middle of January 2019.

Again, thank you for a fantas  c fi rst half of the 2018-19 school year. I 
wish you a safe winter break and a healthy and prosperous New Year.

Your Partner in Educa  on,

Winfred B. Roberson, Jr., Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools

Superintendent, from page 1
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