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Dear Esteemed Colleagues,

The second half of our school year is off  to a bright start!

I hope that you have taken the time to complete our 2017-18 
Employee Culture Survey. We have extended the deadline to this 
Friday, February 2, to ensure that every staff  member has an op-
portunity to complete the survey. We will use the survey results 
to pinpoint areas of focus to strengthen our organizational cul-
ture and inform our strategic plan. I look forward to sharing the 
results with you in the coming weeks.

The survey can be found at: http://bit.ly/2BH9hnC
Winfred B. Roberson, Jr.

Message from the Superintendent

Beginning February 1, 2018, per-
manent District employees who are 
covered by Blue Shield are invited 
again to participate in the Walkadoo 
program. Walk your way to better 
health!

Eligible employees can order an-
other Fitbit Zip beginning February 
1. Watch out for e-mails with instruc-
tions on how to participate. 

is back!

GUSD implements use of Peachjar® for fl yer distribu  on
On February 6, GUSD will launch a new electronic fl yer communication tool called “Peach-
jar.” This “green” initiative will allow our parents to access fl yers in three easy ways – online, 
by email, and in our GUSD app. All school and district fl yers will be housed online in an 
“electronic backpack” where they can be fi ltered, sorted, and saved.

During the months of September 
through December, the District par-
ticipated in another Healthy Wage 
Challenge “Back-to-School Slim 
Down”. There were ten teams par-
ticipating in this challenge and the 
total weight loss was 431 pounds!

The winning team was Honey Bad-
gers, whose total percentage weight 
loss was 5.96%. Congratulations 
to team members Donald Jensen, 
Amanda Price, Xavier Marchan, Lese 
Bolte-Jensen and Julia Morales for 
winning the prize of $1,500 in this 
challenge. The winning team was 
presented with their “big check” by 
Superintendent Winfred B. Roberson 
on Monday, January 29.

The top fi ve biggest losers in this 
competition are:
1. Cynthia Gardner - 8.85% weight loss
2. Heather Odell - 8.36% weight loss
3. Cheryl Hamel - 6.06% weight loss
4. Collin Sasse - 6.05% weight loss
5. Donald Jensen - 5.65% weight loss

Stay tuned for further opportunities 
to lose -- and win!

When losers are the 
winners

Big losers, from left: Xavier, Lese, Don-
ald, and Amanda. (Julia not in photo)

We returned from winter break on a positive note with Yellow Ribbon Week celebrations 
at each of our schools. Across the District, our staff  and students spread kindness and pro-
moted our culture of caring by participating in Yellow Ribbon Week activities.

I want to thank our teachers and classifi ed staff  for the hard work you do every day to sup-
port GUSD students. The second half of the school year is a busy and often stressful time 
for staff  and students, but if we continue to support one another, stay focused on student 
learning, and foster our culture of caring, trust, and inquiry, I know that we will fi nish the 
year strong.

Your partner in education,

Winfred B. Roberson, Jr.
Superintendent of Schools

The photo above is of the total lunar eclipse of January 31, 
2018, taken at 6 a.m. It was the fi rst blue moon eclipse of 
2018, referred to as the super blue blood moon.

Photo courtesy of Mr. Curtis Shih, Toll Middle School 7th 
Grade Life Science and Art Production Teacher.

Super moon. Blue moon. Blood moon.

Peachjar will expedite the approval and distribution pro-
cess for district fl yers. Outside community partners will 
now post their fl yers to Peachjar. Additionally, the district 
will use Peachjar for internal distribution of materials.
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Jana Wells, a fi fth grade teacher at Dunsmore Elementary, 
was the proud recipient of a $500 grant from Delta Kappa 
Gamma’s (DKG) Alpha Upsilon chapter from chapter mem-
ber, Marion Darling. DKG is an honor society of key women 
educators who promote professional development and 
personal growth of women educators and excellence in ed-
ucation. Alpha Upsilon is proud to off er mini grants to class-
room teachers to support their programs and to enhance 
students’ classroom experience. Thanks to the generosity 
of Beebe Neutzmann, a former local teacher and longtime 
member of Alpha Upsilon, who gifted a sizable donation to 
help provide scholarships to current and new teachers.

Jana Wells is planning on using her $500 grant to purchase 
nonfi ction books to enhance her classroom library. Con-
gratulations to an outstanding Hilltopper teacher!

M a r c h 
26 is 
G U S D ’ s 
a n n u a l 
H e a l t h 
F a i r 
at the 
Glendale High School auditorium.

There will be biometric screenings, 
lots of food, vendors and raffl  e 
prizes. Gift cards will be given away 
for participating in the screenings.

More information will be sent out 
by Human Resources soon!

The Montrose~Verdugo City Chamber of Commerce (MVCC) 
selected Fremont Elementary to receive the MVCC 2017 Com-
munity Enhancement Award.

Fremont principal Dr. Christin Molano was invited to attend 
the recognition ceremony on January 25, 2018 at the Oakmont 
Country Club.  This event honored and celebrated Fremont and 
10 other award recipients.

The Community Enhancement Award recognizes an individual, 
business or organization who has proven an asset to the com-
munity by improving the image and stature of the area. Con-
gratulations to Fremont Elementary School!

From left: T&L coordinator Jill Firstman, GEP rep 
Roxanne Makasdjian, instructional tech coordina-
tor Doug Laing, T&L coordinator Craig Lewis, GEP 
rep Sara Cohan, Toll teacher Houry Mandjikian, 
and GUSD board member Shant Sahakian.

Keppel teachers spent a little time creating tiles for the front of-
fi ce. Keppel’s teaching artist, Joan Zierhut, did a mini demonstra-
tion on how to make a tile portrait, and the teachers did the rest.

During our fi rst 
release day all el-
ementary teach-
ers worked on 
science and the 
shifts to the Next 
Generation Sci-
ence Standards 
(NGSS). Fifth grade 
teachers worked 
collaboratively on 
observing how 
the moon moves 
around the Earth.

Valley View’s magic 
elves installed three 
Buddy Benches to help 
students who are so-
cially shy and struggle 
making connections. 
“The Buddy Bench is 
a simple idea to elimi-
nate loneliness and 
foster friendship on the 
playground,” said Val-
ley View principal Dr. 
Brook Reynolds. “As a 

Dunsmore teacher Jana Wells is mini grant recipient

Jana Wells’ fi fth grade students pre-
sented Alpha Upsilon member, Mar-
ion Darling, with a thank you card.

Muir Elementary teachers, Michelle Manalo, Lana Hu-
leis, and Tanya Chaldaris, participate in the activity.

Elementary teachers study science Valley View Buddy Benches and magic elves

school and district, we are fortunate to have the support from FASO, 
District Offi  ce, and the many hardworking employees that make our 
schools clean, safe, and a place of pride. Many times our employees 
perform jobs and tasks that happen without notice or expectation of 
recognition. I call this the “Magic Elf” eff ect. With magic elves, we tend 
to notice only when something does not happen. Valley View thanks 
Frank and Adam for their support and craftsmanship. They installed 
our Buddy Benches and they look great. The benches will make a dif-
ference for students who do not feel connected or just need a friend.”

“I know it can be hard to see the impact many of our employees 
make at times, but their work makes a big diff erence for schools. To 
all our magic elves, thank you for all you do, seen or not. Your work 
helps us make a diff erence for students.”

Adam Gonzalez (left) and Frank Ocampo (right)
tested the Buddy Bench and immediately made 
friends with each other.

Fremont presented with community 
enhancement award

Time for teacher  les at Keppel

On January 10 and 11, 
2018 GUSDistrict spon-
sored professional de-
velopment focused on 
Genocide Education with 
a particular emphasis on 
supporting our teachers 
and educational lead-
ers to better understand 
the Armenian Genocide.  
History-Social Science 
teachers from our GUSD 
middle and high schools 
gathered at Hoover High 

Genocide educa  on brought to GUSD

School over the course of these two days to learn and to better pre-
pare themselves to teach our students about Genocide and its im-
pact on our society and culture.

As a next step, our middle and high school History-Social Science 
teachers are developing lessons and document-based questions to 
support broad-based literacy development in our classrooms and with 
our students across our district
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Dunsmore Elementary 
held it fi rst Robotics Tour-
nament on December 18. 
Students in grades 5 and 
6 participated and formed 
fi ve teams to compete with 
each other.

Each team engineered and 
computer-programmed 
a design which they built 
into a small-scale robot, 
known as Lego Mindstorms 
EV3. Their coaches and 6th 

Keppel GATE students took a 
fi eld trip to Descanso Gardens 
for a hands on activity on plant 
adaptation. After the 2 hour 
guided tour, the GATE students 
headed over to another fi eld 
trip to uCode in La Cañada. The 
uCode programers spent two 
hours working with the 4th/5th 
grade GATE students and then 
created their own web sites us-
ing HTML and Java Script. Since 
both of the fi eld trips were in 

More than 100 families and community members attended Cer-
ritos Elementary School’s fi rst “Epic Build” Coding Showcase on 
January 25. Students in kindergarten through sixth grade dem-
onstrated computer coding and robotics projects that they have 
been working on since the fall.

Students as young as kindergarten developed online computer 
games using a computer-coding program called Scratch. Other proj-
ects included interactive animated stories and Lego robots designed 
to follow commands coded by Cerritos students.

Cerritos partnered this year with Code to the Future, a leading 
Computer Science program for magnet and theme-based schools. 
Through this partnership, Cerritos students learn fundamentals of 
computer coding as part of their daily curriculum.

Cerritos hosts fi rst “Epic Build” Coding 
Showcase

“Computers and coding are the fu-
ture,” said Cerritos Principal Perla 
Chavez-Fritz, “I am extremely proud 
of the program we are building at 
Cerritos that prepares our students 
for successful careers in today’s digi-
tal world.”

The GUSD Board of Education voted 
last November to make Cerritos El-
ementary the next GUSD magnet 
school, Cerritos Computer Science 
Magnet, beginning with the 2018-
2019 school year.

Keppel GATE students create and code 
HTML/JAVA SCRIPT

La Cañada, they were 
able to cover two loca-
tions. uCode instruc-
tors were impressed 
by their behavior and 
their ability to focus 
for two straight hours. 
Only 2 of the students 
had coding experi-
ence, but at the end of 
the session, ALL of the 
students created their 
own website.

Robo  cs Tournament at Dunsmore

Team 5 is on the move!

grade teachers Carrie Wedemeyer and Lori Cassley, met with the 
students and helped develop their designs. Both teachers have  
been the robotics coaches and facilitators at Dunsmore for the 
past 6 years.

The winning top two teams, Team 3 and Team 4, will compete at the 
district Level on March 2 at Roosevelt Middle School. Last year, Dun-
smore’s robotics team won fi rst place overall - way to go Hilltoppers!

What a great way to 
start 2018 - students 
who earned Dunsmore 
Star Awards for follow-
ing school rules, helping 
classmates and showing 
school spirit, were cho-
sen to have lunch with 
principal Karen Stegman 
on January 11.

The students’ names were 
drawn and announced 
during December’s Hill-
toppers Award Assembly.

Everyone participated 
in lively conversation as 
they enjoyed pizza, sal-
ad, grapes and cookies 
with the principal.

Dunsmore Elementary was honored by the 
Little Tokyo Rotary Club on December 8 with 
the planting of two Peace Trees, Ginko Biloba 
seedlings. The seedlings are survivor trees 
that sprouted and grew following Hiroshima’s 
atomic bomb. Mrs. Makiko Nakasone, member 
of the Rotary Peace Educational Project, pre-
sented the seedlings along with Frank Saito, 
past president of the Glendale Rotary Club.

Students in Dunsmore’s Japanese FLAG pro-
gram, along with all the students and teach-

Lunch with the Dunsmore principal

Past president Frank 
Saito.

Peace Tree Plan  ng at Dunsmore

ers, proudly accepted the trees, which will be planted in Dunsmore’s 
Japanese Friendship Garden. The rotary club also donated books writ-
ten in Japanese for Dunsmore’s library.
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This is Mark Keppel’s second year 
of Positive Behavior Interventions 
and Supports (PBIS).

 The schoolwide expecations are 
to: be respectful, be responsible, 
and be safe.

Keppel’s Schoolwide Matrix (rules) 
is online on Keppel’s web-site. It 
is interactive and includes online 
lessons for each rule and behavior 
expectation.

Fun and games with PBIS at Keppel

Keppel students save their Keppel 
cards to play with principals and 
make schoolwide announcements.

Keppel principal and assistant principal 
gave away awesome PBIS awards.

Principal Kristine Siegal, assistant principal Kelly Worley, and 
Keppel’s PBIS teacher team, have created Keppel Cards for stu-
dent incentives. There are so many prizes to choose from.

Early in the year, students had milk and cookies with the prin-
cipals, playtime with the principals, and the school even had a 
Harry Potter Spirit Day!

Students are saving up their Keppel cards to make a school wide 
announcement. Keppel teachers can also earn Keppel Cards and 
prizes are delivered to their classroom by the administration.

Family Bingo Night at Muir

John Muir Elementary held their annual Family Bin-
go Night on January 25, with health clerk sub, Eileen 
Zoghrabyan, calling out the numbers. Approximately 
100 families attended and several students/families 
won and received small prizes such as pencils, balls, 
stickers, etc. This is one of several evening events Muir 
families look forward to every year.

College View begins tradi  on to promote inclusion
On January 19, College View attempted to set a record for the most giraff e socks worn at an event; the giraff e being College View’s mas-
cot. This feat is part of the school’s celebration of International Day of Acceptance, an annual event honoring the founders of the 3E Love 
organization; the three Es stand for education, empowerment and embrace our diversity. College View principal Jay Schwartz and her staff  
thought this event would be a good way to have some fun and raise a little awareness at the same time. She is hoping to take the celebra-
tion districtwide in the coming years.

Besides the College View staff , district administrators attended the celebration, as well. Approximately 19 district administrators, including 
Superintendent Winfred B. Rober-
son, joined in the fun, all of them 
also wearing giraff e socks.

The fi nal number of giraff e sock-
wearers: 122! A resounding cheer 
was heard on Mountain Street’s 
surrounding area. The College 
View family vowed to top this 
number next year.
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Yellow Ribbon Week observed at Glendale schools
Columbus Elementary School Crescenta Valley High School Dunsmore 

Elementary School

Fremont Elementary School

Franklin Elementary School

Keppel Elementary School Mann Elementary School

Mountain Avenue 
Elementary School

Rosemont Middle School Verdugo Woodlands 
Elementary School

R.D. White Elementary School
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February
1 Walkadoo Program Begins
5 Elementary Spelling Bee | Ad-

min Bldg Board Room | 7 pm
6 Board of Education Meeting | 

Admin Bldg Board Room | 6:30 
pm

12 Lincoln Day | District Closed
14 Elementary Magnet & FLAG 

Random Student Selection | 
Admin Bldg Board Room | 10 
am

15 Fremont Elementary School 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony | 4 
pm

19 Washington Day | District 
Closed

20 Board of Education Meeting | 
Admin Bldg Board Room | 6:30 
pm

21 LCAP Parent Advisory Com-
mittee Meeting | Cerritos 
Elementary School | 6 pm

23 Elementary Honors Orchestra 
Festival | Glendale High School 
| 7 pm

27 FLAG Parent Night | Toll 
Middle School | 6:30 p.m.

28 LCAP Stakeholders Committee 
Meeting | Admin Bldg Board 
Room | 5:30 pm

March
1 Hoover High School Open 

House | 6 p.m.
1 Rosemont Middle School 

Open House | 6:30 p.m.
5 Scholastic Bowl | Glendale 

High School | 7 p.m.
6 Board of Education Meeting | 

Admin Bldg Board Room | 6:30 
pm

8 Wilson Middle School Open 
House | 5:15 p.m.

8 Crescenta Valley High School 
Open House | 5:30 p.m.

10 GUSD Instrumental Music 
Festival | Glendale High School 
Auditorium | 9 am

12 DELAC | Admin Bldg Board 
Room | 5:15 pm

15 Edison Elementary School 
Open House | 5 p.m.

15 Columbus Elementary School 
Open House | 6 p.m.

15 La Crescenta Elementary 
School Open House | 6 p.m.

15 Cerritos Elementary School 
Open House | 6:30 p.m.

15 Middle School Honor Band & 
Orchestra Solo Recital | Roos-
evelt Middle School | 7 pm

28 LCAP Stakeholder Committee 
Meeting | Admin Bldg Board 
Room | 5:30 p.m.

29 Daily High School Open 
House | 5:30 p.m.

29 Toll Middle School Open 
House | 6:30 p.m.

Planning, Development and Facilities 
(PD&F) department is currently working 
on eight (8) construction projects which 
were funded by Measure S and the 
Overcrowding Relief Grant program.

Below is the list of these sites and the 
current status of completion:

Fremont Elementary School
• Construction Start Date: June 6, 2016
• Projected Occupancy Date: August 

16, 2017
• Percentage Completed: 99%

Jeff erson Elementary School
• Construction Start Date: June 20, 2016
• Projected Occupancy Date: Summer 

2018
• Percentage Completed: 84%

La Crescenta Elementary School
• Construction Start Date: June 6, 2016
• Projected Occupancy Date: Summer 

2018
• Percentage Completed: 72%

Lincoln Elementary Schools
• Construction Start Date: June 6, 2016
• Projected Occupancy Date: August 

16, 2017
• Percentage Completed: 99%

Muir Elementary School
• Construction Start Date: June 20, 2016
• Projected Occupancy Date: August 

1, 2017
• Percentage Completed: 99%

Verdugo Woodlands Elementary 
School
• Construction Start Date: June 6, 2016
• Projected Occupancy Date: January 

8, 2018
• Percentage Completed: 95%

Last December, Dignity Health Glendale Memorial Hospital 
and Glendale Fire Dept gave holiday gifts to every student at 
Cerritos Elementary School.

Cerritos Elementary School

More Holiday pictures from 
GUSD schools

Glendale High School

Child Welfare and A  endance Offi  ce

Valley View 
Elementary School

Keppel Elementary 
School

Dunsmore Elementary School

Dunsmore Elementary was visited and read to 
by Santa.

Dunsmore Elementary School


