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Greetings GUSD Family,

It’s soothing to fi nally receive our fall time weather.  As always, 
October was a busy month in the GUSD! It has been a delight 
to visit our schools and participate in all of the wonderful fall 
activities, from Walk to School Day to Red Ribbon Week, to 
this week’s Halloween festivities. The spirit, involvement and 
community pride we all share make me extremely proud of 
the Glendale Unifi ed School District.

On October 27, we held another successful districtwide pro-
fessional development day. Elementary teachers gathered at 
Keppel Elementary for training on lesson design and digital 

Winfred B. Roberson, Jr.

Message from the Superintendent Hoover student is 
this year’s board 
representa  ve

Hoover High School student Amira 
Chowdhury was elected by the Stu-
dent Advisory Council to serve as the 
student member of the Board of Ed-
ucation for the 2017-18 school year. 
Board President Nayiri Nahabedian 
administered the Oath of Offi  ce 
at the September 19, 2017 Board 
meeting.

Amira considers herself fortunate to 
be a part of the GUSD and Hoover 
families.

In April 2017, Amira applied for the 
Young Global Scholar program at 
Yale University and was accepted. 
Her family did not have the funds to 
provide for the fl ight and expenses. 

Amira’s Hoover family, headed by 
principal Dr. Jennifer Earl and associ-
ate principal Mr. Hagop Eulmesseki-
an, wasted no time and helped her 
set up a GoFundMe account and 
within six hours, she raised enough 
to go on the trip and spent 2-1/2 
weeks in Yale during the summer.

Because of the unconditional sup-
port that she received from Hoover’s 
administrators and others, Amira 
said she was able to discover her 
confi dence to pursue her passion.

Amira said, “This is one example of 
the unity and the supportive cul-
ture we have in Glendale USD.” She 
is honored to be a student in GUSD 
and thrilled to collaborate with our 
school board members this year.

Code to the Future® tested at Cerritos
This year, GUSD began a partnership with Code to the Fu-
ture, a Computer Science program for magnet and theme-
based schools. The District selected Cerritos Elementary 
School to become a computer science immersion school. 
Students at Cerritos have the opportunity to learn the fun-
damentals of computer coding as part of their daily cur-
riculum where they will develop critical thinking, creativity, 
communication, and collaboration skills.

Moreover, through the partnership with Code to the Future, 
teachers engage students through block and text-based 

coding activities to enhance their 
education experience through com-
puter science. Students have another 
avenue to apply problem solving, 
team building, and presentation skills 
as they collaborate and share their 
thinking process with peers.

Continued on page 3, Cerritos

tools for our new Envision 2.0 Math curriculum.

This year, our Teaching and Learning and Human Resources departments collaborated with 
CSEA to host a full day of professional development for our classifi ed staff . It was an amaz-
ing and rare opportunity to gather classifi ed employees from all school sites and our district 
offi  ce in one place. The staff  explored ways to further develop our culture of caring, trust, 
and inquiry, and support the implementation of PBIS and Restorative Practices. They also 
participated in a team building exercise focused on providing excellent customer service 
and further developed skills aligned to each of their departments. We look forward to mak-
ing classifi ed professional development a regular part of our annual schedule. 

With Thanksgiving rapidly approach-
ing, it is important to take time to 
recognize our blessings (in whatever 
form they come) and be quick to 
give thanks. As superintendent I am 
thankful to serve along side of you 
every day as we provide students in 
Glendale an exceptional educational 
experience.

Thanks so much for what you do on 
behalf of students and families.

Your partner in education,

Winfred B. Roberson, Jr.
Superintendent of Schools
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Clark Magnet High 
School held its 
third annual Ada 
Lovelace Day event 
on October 10. Ada 
Lovelace Day events 
are held around the 
world to celebrate 
the achievements of 
women in STEM-re-
lated fi elds. The day 
is named in honor 
of the daughter of 
the poet, Lord By-
ron. Ada was a gift-
ed mathematician, 
wrote the world’s 
fi rst computer code 
and foresaw de-
vices that would be 
able to record and 
produce complex 
sounds and images 

Clark hosts 3rd Annual Ada 
Lovelace Day

as well as perform computations (such as the smart phones and 
tablets we carry with us today).

The event featured two speakers with strong GUSD connections. 
Dr. Margarita Oveian is a neurologist at Providence Health who 
specializes in neurodiagnostics. She spoke about the advances in 
technology in her fi eld and the importance of fi nding mentors and 
taking chances in exploring career choices. She is the mother of 
three daughters, all of whom attended Clark.

Dr. Emily Kramer is an astronomer who is a postdoctoral research 
fellow at NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory. She spoke about comets 
and the importance of being open to learning new things while 
you are young.

Both women took questions from the students in the audience 
and spoke of the challenges they faced working in fi elds where 
very few of their colleagues were women. They encouraged the 
students to be brave rather than perfect and to pursue excellence 
in areas where they are passionate.

From left: Dr. Emily Kramer; Fred Blattner, Math-
ematics Teacher, Clark Magnet High School; Dr. 
Margarita Oveian; and Lena Kortoshian, Principal, 
Clark Magnet High School.

Clark and Rosemont shine during Tech Week

On October 21, about 20 Latino students, and their fathers, sib-
lings, mentors and mothers from Hoover High School attended 
the Adelante Young Men Conference at Pasadena City College. The 
district sponsors this yearly event by paying for all expenses, so 
that students are able to attend such a motivational day.

The event provides boys a greater opportunity to learn about aca-
demic, college/career, and personal development workshops. The 
day included workshops, inspiring speakers including California 
Secretary of State Alex Padilla, all to encourage the Latino Youth to 
fi nish their education, explore career pathways and establish a net-
work of supportive professionals. “We are super proud of our stu-
dents for being responsible, respectful, and engaged at the con-
ference. On Tornados!” reported Hoover Counselor Olga Iraheta.

Hoover La  no students spend 
mo  va  onal day in Pasadena

Supt. Roberson stars in Toll’s 
morning announcements

GUSD Superintendent Winfred B. Roberson was the 
special guest co-anchor at Toll Middle School’s morning 
broadcast of daily announcements on September 29. 
The live stream and archives library allows for daily 
communication with Toll families.

Clockwise, from right: Clark Magnet High 
School’s Team 696 with their robot. First 
row, from left: Karin Najarian, Noraik Krak-
ishyan, Gabrielle Scott. Second row, from 
left: Ryan Mamo, Emil Hovsepians, Allyson 
McCullagh.

Rosemont Middle School team with their 
exhibit, from left, teacher Celine Young, 
Samuel Yang, Anabelle Holdun, Rachel-Ann 
Arias, William Sim-Oliver, Seon-Jae Yoon, 
and Kevin Dong.

Clark student doing a demo of their robot.
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On October 14, 2017, Sevada Avanessian, a member of Boy Scout 
Troop 154, completed his Eagle Scout service project at Balboa El-
ementary School. He is also a participating member of Boy Scouts 
of America, Verdugo Hills Council. Sevada recently graduated from 
Crescenta Valley High School in 2017 while working towards his 
Eagle Scout rank for many years. First grade Balboa teacher Chris-
tine Dashdemirians spearheaded the project with Sevada to make 
sure he achieved this last step in order to earn this rank.

Sevada and Troop 154 beautifi ed the school’s garden near the 
bungalows. The plants that were already in the garden attracted 
bees; therefore, Sevada and his team cleared out the previous 
plants and put student-friendly plants in order to keep the Balboa 
Blazers safe at school.

Balboa benefi ts from Eagle Scout project

Balboa Blazers are engaging students while having fun with 
STEAMinars! These student-led lessons are integrating Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (STEAM). With a 
signifi cant focus on incorporating the Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) through Project Based Learning strategies, the 
students are getting ready to be future professionals of today’s 
society!

Fifth grade teacher Narine Yapundjian and fi rst grade teacher Chri-
tine Dashdemirians have been engaging their students through 
collaborative activities with focus, detail, discovery, application, 
and presentation. The students perform these activities in groups 
of four to fi ve while engaging both grade levels. As a team, they try 
to create methods in putting together their project as they realize 
the importance of trial and error. During the struggle period, both 
the fi rst and fi fth graders are learning techniques on how to make 
their models or projects successful and persevere through the 
process. So far, all of the STEAM lessons have been do-it-yourself 
projects put together by the teachers and created by the students. 

The fi rst project was the “Marshmallow Towers.” The groups had 
to think of ways to construct the tallest marshmallow tower while 
each group received a bag of 50 marshmallows and 100 tooth-
picks. The second project was constructing a boat with their group 
as they were given foil, straws, and tape. The group was able to 
test their boat in a bucket of water as it was weighed down with a 
bag of pennies to see if the design would fl oat or sink. As a result, 
the students come to class every Tuesday so eager for STEAMinars 
activities with their buddies. As Yapundjian and Dashdemirians 
continue to host weekly projects, their students are learning col-
laborative skills through NGSS and STEAM that will help them be 
great leaders in the community!

Students are immersed in their marsh-
mallow project.

Teacher Narine Yapundjian tests 
students’ ‘boat.’

Balboa students are hot for STEAM

Cerritos, continued from page 1

Cerritos continues to off er the 
same, outstanding instruction 
in reading, writing, math, sci-
ence, social studies, music and 
PE, all of which are founda-
tional content to the campus. 
Coding is an exciting, integrat-
ed enhancement to the excel-
lent learning already taking 
place at the school.

Dunsmore Elementary recently 
held its annual Harvest Carni-
val. It was a wonderful time for 
all the families as parents and 
students participated in games, 
obstacle courses, cakewalks, 
and a maze. The children were 
entertained by a sailboat con-
test and cotton candy was the 
scrumptious main treat of the 

Dunsmore welcomes Fall with Carnival

night. This annual tradition brought 
together the staff , families and com-
munity of the Hilltoppers as they wel-
comed Fall to Dunsmore!

Former Jeff erson stu-
dent, and now man-
ager of Member Rela-
tions for the Women’s 
National Basketball 
Association’s L.A. 
Sparks, Romela Kur-
doglanyan, spoke to 
Ms. Siegall’s 4th & 5th 
graders about women 
in professional sports 
and encouraged girls’ 
participation in sports.

Jeff erson student returns as recruiter
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Classifi ed Staff  Development Day
On October 27, a professional development day for all permanent Classifi ed Staff  was hosted at Glendale High School. Almost 500 at-
tendees were welcomed by GUSD Board of Education President Nayiri Nahabedian and assistant superintendent of Educational Services 
Dr. Kelly King, who spoke about GUSD’s Board Priorities and LCAP (Local Control Accountability Plan) goals.

California School Employees Association (CSEA) state-approved vendors provided the morning treats along with coff ee and water from 
Teaching and Learning. Corner Bakery delivered sandwiches and chips for lunch. During the morning session, CSEA members received 
information on member benefi ts, updates on CalPERS (California Public Employees Retirement System) from Executive Board Member 
Michael Bilbrey, Suicide Prevention training from Karen Carlson and the fun and entertaining “FISH” video from Dr. Mary Mason. The af-
ternoon consisted of breakout sessions depending on job classifi cation.

A survey was sent to attendees of the staff  development to gather feedback on suggestions for the next Classifi ed Professional Develop-
ment Day. Please check your email and complete the survey.
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Walktober in Glendale Schools
Mann Elementary School Mountain Avenue Elementary School Muir Elementary School

Keppel Elementary School

Hoover High School Columbus Elementary School

Verdugo Woodlands Elementary School

Balboa Elementary School

Edison Elementary School Valley View Elementary SchoolRoosevelt Middle School
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November
1 Magnet and FLAG Programs 

application forms available 
on website

7 Board of Education Meeting 
| Admin Bldg Board Room | 
6:30 p.m.

8 Franklin Urban Greening 
Grant Ribbon Cutting Event 
| 1 p.m.

10 Veterans Day | District Holi-
day

13 District English Language 
Advisory Committee Meet-
ing | Admin Bldg Board 
Room | 5:15 p.m.

15 World Language Advi-
sory Committee Meeting | 
Admin Bldg Board Room | 6 
p.m.

20-24 Thanksgiving Recess | 
Student Holiday

23-24 Thanksgiving Recess | 
District Holiday

28 Daily High School Model 
Continuation High School 
Site Visit | 8 a.m.

29 LCAP Stakeholders Commit-
tee Meeting | Admin Bldg 
Board Room | 5:30 p.m.

December
2 Montrose Christmas Parade
6 LCAP Parent Advisory Com-

mittee Meeting | Admin 
Bldg Board Room | 6 p.m.

9 Hoover Tour of Homes | 10 
a.m.

12 Board of Education Meeting 
| Admin Bldg Board Room | 
6:30 p.m.

January
15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day | 

District Holiday
16 Board of Education Meeting 

| Admin Bldg Board Room | 
6:30 p.m.

17 LCAP Parent Advisory Com-
mittee Meeting | Admin 
Bldg Board Room | 6 p.m.

18 Middle School Spelling Bee | 
Admin Bldg Board Room | 7 
p.m.

20 Clark Magnet Open House | 
11 a.m.

22 District English Language 
Advisory Committee Meet-
ing | Admin Bldg Board 
Room | 5:15 p.m.

24 LCAP Stakeholders Commit-
tee Meeting | Admin Bldg 
Board Room | 5:30 p.m.

Planning, Development and Facilities 
(PD&F) department is currently working 
on eight (8) construction projects which 
were funded by Measure S and the 
Overcrowding Relief Grant program.

Below is the list of these sites and the 
current status of completion:

Jeff erson Elementary School
• Construction Start Date: June 20, 2016
• Projected Occupancy Date: January, 

2018
• Percentage Completed: 70%

La Crescenta Elementary School
• Construction Start Date: June 6, 2016
• Projected Occupancy Date: Spring 

2018
• Percentage Completed: 58%

Verdugo Woodlands Elementary 
School
• Construction Start Date: June 6, 2016
• Projected Occupancy Date: January 

8, 2018
• Percentage Completed: 85%

Site Safety and Security
A new secure entry has been installed 
and is currently in use at Crescenta Val-
ley HS.

The GUSD Planning and Development 
department is in the process of design-
ing new secured entries for Rosemont 
MS and Clark Magnet HS. Once a de-
sign has been agreed upon, installation 
of the new secure entries will begin.

CCTV camera systems have been com-
pleted at all GUSD sites. Additional 
cameras will be added to sites receiv-
ing new facilities once the new build-
ings are completed in order to provide 
better site security.

2017 Solar Projects
Solar Projects on various GUSD sites 
are currently under contract with 
Sunpower as a design build project. 
Seven of the nine carport projects 
have been approved by DSA and 
construction began August 2017. 

Hoover and Glendale HS roof-top solar 
array projects were not approved for 
construction his summer. Sunpower is 
in the process of making revisions to 
their plans and will be submitting the 
revised plans to DSA this fall. As soon 
as these plans are approved by DSA, 
the Contractor will begin construction 
of the roof-top arrays.

Pl i D l d F ili i

Mountain Avenue Elementary

Cerritos Elementary

Marshall Elementary

Verdugo Woodlands 
Elementary

Valley View Elementary

Happy Halloween from our 
schools to yours!


