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Message from the 
Superintendent
Greetings GUSD Family,

At our recent Board meeting on September 20, the 
GUSD Board of Trustees offi cially adopted their 2016-
2017 Board Priorities, which we view as the essential 
priorities for improving student achievement and 
maintaining a safe learning environment.

Among their top priorities for the 2016-2017 school 
year, the Board committed to promoting a culture 
of “Caring, Trust and Inquiry,” and to promoting and implementing the Board-
adopted Local Control Accountability Plan, which I frequently refer to as our 
“Roadmap to Success.”

Throughout this school year, we will continue to familiarize our Board, faculty, 
staff, and communities with our LCAP priorities, focusing this month on Priority 
2: College and/or Career Readiness.

We have identifi ed several areas of focus that we believe will help our students 
graduate college and career ready and developed the following measurable 
outcomes:

Increase student completion of A-G requirements by 3%• 
Increase student participation in Career Technical Education (CTE) • 
programs by 2%
Increase 11th and 12th grade student participation in AP coursework by 2%. • 
Our goal is that participation in AP coursework includes:

Enrolling in at least one AP course -
Taking at least one AP exam -
Scoring a 3 or higher on AP exams -

Increase percent of 11th grade students achieving a “Level 3” or • 
higher (designated at College Ready) on the Early Assessment 
Program (EAP) by 2%
Increase 11th grade student enrollment in foreign language •  
courses by 2%

Winfred B. Roberson, Jr.

How will we achieve these outcomes?
Improve professional development• 
Maintain and expand CTE programs and pathways• 
Maintain and increase AP offerings and encourage • 
student participation
Support students in creating 6- to 8-year individu-• 
alized academic learning plans
Maintain and continue to expand the FLAG program• 
Administer the PSAT to all 10th graders• 

I look forward to our continued efforts this year 
to further develop a culture of Caring, Trust, and 
Inquiry, and to help our students graduate college 
and career ready by meeting these measurable 
outcomes.

Your partner in education,

Winfred B. Roberson, Jr.
Superintendent of Schools

The Glendale Educational 
Foundation invites you to the

2016 State of Schools 
Breakfast

Thursday, October 6, 2016
7 A.M.

Edison Pacifi c Community 
Center

Clark Magnet High School 
teacher Dominique Evans-Bye 
was one of the ‘sweet sixteen’ 
Teachers of the Year selected by 
the Los Angeles County Offi ce 
of Education.

Dominique Evans-Bye joined 
GUSD in 1997. Currently, she 
is an academic and Career 
Technical Education teacher 
at Clark Magnet High School. 
Ms. Evans-Bye has been a vol-
unteer public safety diver with 
the Ventura County Sheriff’s 
Department since 1992. In addi-
tion to search and recovery 
diving, Ms. Evans-Bye is one of 
the team members in charge of 

Continued on page 6, Evans-Bye

Evans-Bye is 
one of ‘sweet 

sixteen’
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Hoover High debuts new, Measure S-funded art building

1

543

2

(1) Hoover High School’s new art building. (2) Left to right: Tony Barrios, GUSD Executive Director of Planning & Development and NAC 
Architecture team members Annette Wu, Tim Ballard, Bernardo Rubio, and Dawn Brisco. (3) Graphic arts/multimedia class student uses new tools 
in art lab. (4) Journalism students from Tornado TV interviews GUSD Superintendent Winfred Roberson. (5) Hoover’s very own photography studio.
On Thursday, August 25, 2016, the Measure S team conducted the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Hoover High 
Tornado’s new Overcrowding Relief Grant (ORG) 2-story, 8-classroom arts building. 

The ORG program is a State program that provides 50% funding to enable districts to reduce the number of portable 
classrooms on overcrowded school sites and replace them with permanent classrooms. On April 15, 2015, the State pro-
vided funding for the Hoover High School building, which began construction in July 2015.

Mark Keppel Elementary School has had a Technology Team since 
2009. Their Tech Team has a variety of talented students. One year, 
they placed third in a National Siemen's Contest and they have created 
fi lms and PSAs for the California Media Festival. The fi fth graders digi-
tally edited the school yearbook from 2010- 2015 and have a YouTube 
channel with Keppel Kids News. They also have entered the GUSD 
Robotics Competition and assist with troubleshooting with technology 
and Smartboards.

Last week, the Tech TOSA, paid a visit to a middle school and 
realized that although the Tech Team does not have the offi cial 
GEN YES title, the TEAM can do the same things that the middle 
school students are doing. 

The Tech Team is working with former Keppel students, Hunter 
Pruett and Hayk Yengibaryan. The boys taught the 12 students 
in Mr. Shelton's class how to use Scratch. Each Friday, the boys 
come during their banking period.

In the afternoon, those 12 students, take on two students in their class 
and teach them how to program on Scratch. Once the entire classroom 
becomes profi cient in programming and using Google apps, they can 
teach other classrooms at Keppel, grades K-5. This school year, a goal 
at Keppel is to utilize the technology to its full potential. 

Keppel Elementary and Toll Middle students teamwork with technology
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There was a tempo-
rary work stoppage 
during construc-
tion at Lincoln as a 
neighborhood skunk 
showed up looking 
for work. He refused 
to leave the trench 
he was digging and 
had to be physi-
cally removed by 
the Humane Society 
and transported to 
another location.

Lincoln students updated on 
construction progress

Students frequently 
take breaks during 
recess to catch up 
on the construction 
action by looking 
into the portals put 
along the fence. 
Last month, facili-
ties project man-
ager Dan Holmquist 
explained the con-
struction progress 
to students during a 
morning assembly.

Roosevelt Middle School observed 
Constitution Day on Friday, 
September 16, 2016, during the 
morning assembly.

Eighth graders Mane Harutyunyan, 
ASB secretary, and Andrew 
Akhverdyan, ASB treasurer, led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

The RMS Band played the National 
Anthem followed by the whole 
school reciting the Preamble to 
the Constitution, which was led by 
eighth grade vice president Liza 
Voskerchyan.

Eight grade ASB president 
Christopher Hanzal delivered 
his speech on the meaning of 
Constitution Day.

Constitution Day observation at 
Roosevelt Middle School

The ceremony closed with a performance by the Roosevelt 
Middle Dance class.

Roosevelt principal Dr. Mary Mason said, “A special thanks 
goes to RMS Band teacher Frank Fox, Roosevelt Dance 
Instructors Corina Rodriguez and Jared Singzon, ASB teacher 
Pam Zamanis, and RMS History teacher Ken Wolcott for pre-
paring students for the commemoration assembly.”

ASB president Christopher 
Hanzal delivering his speech.

On Monday, September 19, 2016, Toll Middle School 
hosted the very fi rst "Challenge Day" in GUSD.

Teachers, counselors, administrators and others joined 
100 students as part of a social-emotional health and 

Challenge Day comes to Toll MS

wellness workshop led by 
two amazing facilitators 
from a well-known non-
profi t organization.

Students spent the morn-
ing in team building activ-
ities, then worked in small 
group families to share 
"if you really knew me..." 
and then 
regathered 
as a whole-
group to 
do a "cross 
the line 
a c t i v i t y . " 
The school 
will look to 
start a "Be 
the Change" 
Club in 
response to 
the day.
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The Glenoaks PTA gifted the school 
with benches and tables and they 
were just recently installed. The goal 
was to provide areas for students as 
well as the community to interact with 
one another in a comfortable environ-
ment. “Mission accomplished!” said 
Glenoaks principal Daniel DiMundo.

New benches and 
tables at Glenoaks!

College View had their first fire 
drill of the year on August 31. The 
Glendale Fire Department came 
to observe the drill and brought 
their truck for the students to 
see. College View principal Jay 
Schwartz always invites the GFD 
to the first drill to reward the 
students for participating and to 
reinforce the safety skills they are 
teaching during these experiences.

Fun and training at 
College View

Asatur Asatryan getting a feel of what 
it’s like to be on a fi retruck.

Firefi ghter shows Sabrina Mombrun 
how to operate the hose.

Firefi ghters came to assist and observe 
the College View fi re drill.

Keppel makes their mark with dots

Keppel Elementary students made their 
mark and celebrated International Dot 
Day and National Arts in Education 
Week. All students read and watched 
The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds. The story’s 
themes of creativity, courage, confi dence 
and perseverance tie right into the foun-
dational elements of having a growth 
mindset and a love of learning. Resilience 
is built as students learn that their own 
abilities are not fi xed and can be devel-
oped through dedication and hard work.
On September 15, dots were the fashion 
on student and staff apparel. All classes 
participated in creating a schoolwide 
mural mosaic with silhouettes and dots. 
Each class chose a quote or motto to 
add to the mural. Keppel students and 
staff celebrated and embraced the 
transformative power of art.

The second grade students in Mrs. 
Williams’ class created calming jars. This 
activity is part of the mindfulness training 
the teachers received before the school 
year started. Students were excited to 
make their “calming Ninja jars;” this activ-
ity helped them to take a moment to 
breathe, relax and calm their mind, before 
heading back into learning.

Calming Ninjas at La Crescenta
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Fall, fundraising, family, funfare and food at Valley View
Valley View held its annual Fall Family Picnic (FFP), sponsored 
by the VV Educational Foundation (VVEF), on August 26.

Families were treated to hamburger and hotdog dinners, along 
with drinks and desserts supplied by the sixth graders, who 
were raising funds for their annual 6th grade trip to Catalina.

Students of all ages were invited to compete in the famous 
hoola-hoop contest, with winners being awarded medals for 
their endurance and style. T-shirts, sweatshirts and school-spirit 
items were available for sale for $5, $2 and $1 and almost every-
thing was sold out! Former Interim Superintendent Dr. Donald 
Empey joined the festivities to support his grandson's school.

VVEF's theme this year is: Mission Possible - to provide the 
school with new computers! Technology moves so rapidly now 
that computers in Valley View’s lab are completely out of date. 
They are unable to support many programs because they are 
simply old. In over three years, $35,000 has been raised out of 
the $50,000 goal.

Sixth graders with Valley 
View principal, Dr. Brook 
Reynolds.

VVEF’s theme this year.

Barbeque is fi red up by parent volunteer, 
Mr. Amberg.

Left photo: Former GUSD 
Interim Superintendent Dr. 
Donald Empey.

FFP Foundation President Nicci Amberg, with 
teacher Charlotte Briner and PTA parent Sarah 
Stehly selling t-shirtsLadies and gentlemen, start moving your hips!

And because the FFP did not tire them out, Valley View decides to do Recycling Day

Valley View had a very successful fi rst Recycling Day on Tuesday, August 
30. The school raised $333.40 for Valley View’s new computers, not 
including box tops, ink cartridges and cell phones! Second grade stu-
dent, Chase Moulden, was the top donor, bringing in over 1500 items!

Teachers Mrs. Aroyan, Mrs. Briner and Mrs. Nazarian helped with the 
collection, as Kelly Harper, last year’s recycling queen, looked on and 
helped with the collecting. Students are reminded to keep their recy-
clables and turn them in on the last Tuesday of every month and col-
lect Eagle Eggs to spend at the end-of-the-year at the Eagle Egg store.

Top photo: Parents and students getting their Eagle Eggs 
in exchange for bringing in recyclables.
Right photo, from left: third grade teacher Christine 
Aroyan, fi fth grade teacher Charlotte Briner, and fi rst/
second grade teacher Viehanoosh Nazarian oversee the 
collection and rewards table.
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October
4 Board of Education 

Meeting, Admin. Bldg. 
Board Room, 6:30 P.M.

6 State of the Schools 
Breakfast, Edison/Pacifi c 
Park Community Center, 7 
A.M.

7 Football Game: CVHS vs. 
Muir HS @ Muir HS, 7 P.M.

7 Football Game: Glendale 
HS vs. Pasadena HS @ GHS 
Moyse Field, 7 P.M.

7 Football Game: Hoover HS 
vs. Burbank HS @ Burbank 
HS, 7 P.M.

14 Football Game: CVHS vs. 
Pasadena HS @ GHS Moyse 
Field, 7 P.M.

14 Football Game: Glendale 
HS vs. Burroughs HS @ 
Burroughs HS, 7 P.M.

14 Football Game: Hoover HS 
vs. Muir HS @ Muir HS, 7 
P.M.

18 Board of Education 
Meeting, Admin. Bldg. 
Board Room, 6:30 P.M.

20 Football Game: Glendale HS 
vs. Muir HS @ GHS Moyse 
Field, 7 P.M.

21 Football Game: CVHS vs. 
Burroughs HS @ GHS 
Moyse Field, 7 P.M.

21 Football Game: Hoover HS 
vs. Arcadia HS @ Arcadia 
HS, 7 P.M.

26 College and Career Fair, 
Civic Auditorium, 1401 N. 
Verdugo Road, 5:30 P.M.

28 Football Game: CVHS vs. 
Burbank HS @ Burbank HS, 
7 P.M.

28 Football Game: Glendale HS 
vs. Arcadia HS @ Arcadia 
HS, 7 P.M.

28 Football Game: Hoover HS 
vs. Pasadena HS @ GHS 
Moyse Field, 7 P.M.

November
1 Board of Education 

Meeting, Admin. Bldg. 
Board Room, 6:30 P.M.

2 Sagebrush Public Hearing, 
CV High School Auditorium, 
6:30 P.M.

4 Football Game: CVHS vs. 
Arcadia HS @ Arcadia HS, 7 
P.M.

4 Football Game: Glendale 
HS vs. Hoover HS @ GHS 
Moyse Field, 7 P.M.

11 Veterans Day Holiday - 
District Closed

15 Board of Education 
Meeting, Admin. Bldg. 
Board Room, 6:30 P.M.

21-25 K-12 Student Holiday - 
Thanksgiving Recess

24-25 Thanksgiving Holiday - 
District Closed

29 Town Hall Forum Regarding 
By-Area Elections, 6 P.M.

remote sensing operations trained to use specialized technology. In her unique posi-
tion, she is able to share Sheriff’s Department technology with her students. She and 
her students’ work have been featured numerous times in paper, poster and keynote 
presentations at Esri and other industry and academic conferences.

As a Science for Society and the Public fellow, she is a strong advocate for student 
research. She advises the science fair, astronomy and recycling clubs. Subjects she 
currently teaches include Biology, Science Research, Geology of Disasters and 
Environmental Geographic Information Science.

Evans-Bye, from page 1

‘Chuseok’ celebrated at Monte Vista

First graders from Monte 
Vista’s Foreign Language 
Academy of Glendale (FLAG) 
- Korean performed a song 
in celebration of Chuseok - 
meaning “the great middle (of 
autumn).”

Chuseok is a major harvest 
festival in Korea celebrated on 
the 15th day of the 8th month 
of the lunar calendar on the 
full moon. It is Korea’s version 
of Thanksgiving.


