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Message from the 
Superintendent
Greetings GUSD Family,

Congratulations on a successful start to the 2016-17 school year. 
At our August 4 kick off, I shared a vision of building a GUSD cul-
ture of “Caring, Trust and Inquiry.” I am very appreciative of the 
positive feedback that so many of you have provided, express-
ing that the message resonated with your personal and profes-
sional beliefs. Moreover, I know that many of you have begun 
to acquaint yourselves with the Board-approved Local Control 
Accountability Plan (LCAP) priorities, which we are calling our 
“playbook” and “Roadmap to Success.”

To me, the LCAP is so much more than a document. Like a sports team strategizes to vic-
tory through its playbook, LCAP is the playbook we use to develop strategies, set goals, 
and celebrate victories at our schools. Together, as a community of learners, GUSD stake-
holders identifi ed seven LCAP priorities that we will focus on to ensure achievement for ALL 
students, particularly low income, English Learners, foster youth, and homeless students.

Over the next few months, I hope to familiarize our Board, faculty, staff, and communities 
with these priorities, beginning this month with priority 1: Successful Implementation of 
the California State Standards.

Our measurable outcomes for Priority 1 include:
Recruiting, training, and maintaining fully credentialed teachers• 
Evidence of increases in student performance in ELA, math, and science• 
Increased i-Ready reading profi ciency by the end of grade 3, from 75% to 80%• 
Increased i-Ready math profi ciency by the end of grade 6, from 57% to 65%• 
Increased % of students passing Algebra II by end of grade 11 (with a C grade or better), • 
from 58% to 65%
Increased content area literacy profi ciency by the end of grade 11 (with a C grade or better • 
in core classes), from 46% to 55%

Thank you for the collaborative conversations you are having at your school site about 
advancing students in these content areas.

Winfred B. Roberson, Jr.

During the week of June 20-24, 
instructor David Black and 
students Nanor Asadourian and 
Alexander Luke competed in the 
SkillsUSA National Championship 
held at the Kentucky Exposition 
Center in Louisville, Kentucky, 
marking the school’s entry into 
the SkillsUSA program.

The students were invited to 
participate in an inaugural 
demonstration competition in 
Computer-Aided Manufacturing 
(CAM) sponsored by Autodesk, 
Inc. In the contest, students 
completed a written exam on 
CNC machining topics and then 
were tasked with programing 
machine toolpaths and cutting 
strategies for six unique parts for 
which 3D models were provided.

The Clark students did 
exceptionally well in the contest, 
which also featured students from 
community colleges across the 
country, taking 1st and 2nd place 
in the high school division and 
bringing home an assortment of 
prizes for the school.

Clark students 
compete in 

National SkillsUSA 
Championship

Clark students Nanor Asadourian 
(left) and Alexander Luke (right) take a 
break in between competitions.

Continue on page 2, Clark

 Congratulations to the Horace Mann staff for their 
amazing accomplishment of winning four presti-
gious awards.

They were one out of fi ve schools in the nation to 
win the Excellence in Urban Education Gold Award 
and the fi rst school in GUSD to win the Gold Level. 

Mann Elementary also received the California Gold 
Ribbon Award, the Title I Academic Achieving School 
Award and the Campaign for Business and Education 
Excellence Star School Award. These honors recog-
nize the hard work and dedication of the staff.

Mann rakes in awards and 
a playground upgrade 
during summer break

Continued on page 2, Mann

Continued on page 7, Supt’s Message
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As Clark’s first participants in SkillsUSA, the 
two students will serve as ambassadors to 
others at the campus who will be entering 
SkillsUSA contests and seeking machining 
credentials from the National Institute for 
Metalworking Skills (NIMS) during the 
2016-17 school year.

Clark, from page 1

GUSD Staff are back and raring to go

Keppel Elementary School staff

On August 5, La Crescenta teachers partici-
pated in a training, led by resource specialist 
counselor Michelle Terani and psychologist Ani 
Halloway, to address the social and emotional 
needs of students.

The training was titled "Social Emotional 
Learning and Mindfulness." It provided infor-
mation on what social emotional learning was 
and the benefi ts of teaching both the mind 
and the heart. It was well received by staff 
and is part of the school's goal to educate the 
whole child.

The Horace Mann staff also celebrated their new playground by 
taking their staff picture on the new structure (below). The new play-
ground was made possible through the support of the the Kaboom 
Organization, Walt Disney and the Glendale Educational Foundation.

Mann, continued from page 1

John Muir staff fully immersed in Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) training on August 4.

After two years of hard work, Roosevelt Middle School launched the 
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) the fi rst week of 
school.

The students are already earning Rough Rider stamps and bucks for 
their great work in following school rules and Roosevelt administra-
tors have noticed a great positivity around the campus. All parents 
were informed during Howdy Days August 1 and 2; furthermore, stu-
dents had directed lessons and videos reinforcing the school’s posi-
tive expectations on the fi rst and second day of school in every class 
period.

“We are off to an awesome start! We ordered shirts for staff and stu-
dents. PBIS on!” said Roosevelt principal Dr. Mary Mason.

Toll Middle School’s theme this year.
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What’s happening in and out of secondary classrooms
Wilson strives to be a place ‘Where Everyone Belongs’

The transition to middle school is crucial, so this year, Wilson implemented a student-focused orientation program to 
supplement the existing parent-welcome nights already in place. In order to implement a structure that connects every 
incoming sixth and seventh grader with a caring eighth grader from their fi rst day of school through the end of the year, 
Wilson provided a nationally-recognized program called WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) as the foundation for helping 
sixth and seventh graders feel safe, informed, and connected to their new school.

Spearheaded by two Wilson teachers (Sandy Fink and Veronica Ly), 40 eighth-grade students met for two days during the 
summer to learn teaching techniques and purposeful activities with a message of kindness and inclusivity. The students 
then came for two days prior to the start of school to welcome the new Wilson Knights to the school. Teachers are notic-
ing better-acclimated students and a kinder campus.

Students start their year by meeting each other in small groups. Teacher 
Veronica Ly (standing) smiles approvingly as students share.

Incoming sixth graders and WEB leaders get it started at the wel-
come assembly portion of orientation.

Some students code, others sort robotics parts in Toll’s new 
STEM elective courses during the fi rst week of school.

Toll’s basketball court gets restored and beautifi ed.

Toll’s new toys are ready PTA-hosted feasts fit for schoolyear opening
Every year, GUSD schools’ PTAs host breakfast or luncheons on or 
before the fi rst day of school to give staff that boost to welcome 
the new school year. This year is no exception, below are some 
pictures of staff enjoying the meals PTA has prepared for them.

Counter-clockwise, from top: Muir 
Elementary School staff; admin-
istrators from Keppel Elementary, 
Toll Middle, and Hoover High 
School; Valley View staff break-
ing bread; lovely Valley View PTA 
hostesses; Valley View principal Dr. 
Brook Reynolds enjoying the food.
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What’s happening in and out of elementary classrooms

Fremont Elementary principal Dr. Christin 
Molano announced the school’s recent 
upgrade - an amazing mural courtesy of 
the students from Daily High School.

Under the direction and guidance of 
Emily Goff and Roger Dolin, they created 
a design that emphasized the character 
and ethics program that is implemented 
in the Glendale Unifi ed School District 
and celebrated each month at Fremont 
during their spirit assemblies. It was 
placed on a handball wall as a happy 
reminder of good behavior traits. The 
students at Fremont love it.

Daily High students unveils their gift to Fremont Elementary students

Left to right, top row: Hury Babayan, principal Suzanne Risse, 
Sosi Parsegian and Chris Harvey (bottom row), test Monte 
Vista’s new lunch benches purchased by their school’s PTA.

Monte Vista leads the way

Students master Common Core Math

First graders at Cathy Kralik’s class.

Third graders work on Math problem in Elizabeth Nakano’s class.

Fourth graders in Jennifer Oh’s class.

The walking school bus led by principal Risse

Third grade Math activity in Kristin Pardo’s class.

Kid- and adult-friendly lunch benches
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First Day of School 2016 - 17
Clark Magnet High School

Roosevelt Middle School

Rosemont Middle High School
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More Pictures from the First Day of School 2016 - 17
Cerritos Elementary School Fremont Elementary School

Keppel Elementary School Monte Vista Elementary School

Muir Elementary School Verdugo Woodlands Elementary School

Marshall Elementary School

Valley View Elementary School
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September
1 Cerritos ES Back-to-

School Night, 6 P.M.
1 Jefferson ES Back-to-

School Night, 6:30 P.M.
1 Football Game: CVHS 

vs. Verdugo Hills HS, 
GHS Moyse Stadium, 7 
P.M.

2 Football Game: 
GlendalHS vs. San 
Gabriel HS, GHS 
Moyse Stadium, 7 P.M.

6 Board of Education 
Meeting, Admin. Bldg. 
Board Room

8 Daily HS Back-to-
School Night, 5:30 P.M.

16 Football Game: CVHS 
vs. La Canada HS, GHS 
Moyse Stadium, 7 P.M.

20 Board of Education 
Meeting, Admin. Bldg. 
Board Room

24 Football Game: 
Glendale HS vs. CVHS, 
GHS Moyse Stadium, 7 
P.M.

29 Football Game: 
Glendale HS vs. 
Burbank HS, GHS 
Moyse Field, 7 P.M.

30 Football Game: CVHS 
vs. Hoover HS, GHS 
Moyse Stadium, 7 P.M.

October
4 Board of Education 

Meeting, Admin. Bldg. 
Board Room

6 State of the 
Schools Breakfast, 
Edison/Pacifi c Park 
Community Center, 7 
A.M.

14 Football Game: CVHS 
vs. Pasadena HS, GHS 
Moyse Field, 7 P.M.

18 Board of Education 
Meeting, Admin. Bldg. 
Board Room

21 Football Game: CVHS 
vs/ Burroughs HS

28 Football Game: Hoover 
HS vs. Pasadena HS, 
GHS Moyse Stadium, 7 
P.M.

Crescenta Valley High School has a 
beautiful new Falcon mural thanks to 
the Eagle Scout Project of 10th grader 
Maclean Lunt.

Maclean worked with Coach Brett 
Harvey throughout the project - from 
planning to implementing the drawing.

CVHS benefits from student’s Eagle Scout project

On August 12, CVHS teacher John Pehar announced the completion of the Stained 
Glass Window Project after the last three panels were fi nally installed.

This project was started in 2010 with effort from Dennis Van Bremen, CV Alum ‘66, 
and now retired CV Counselor. Tim Gibbs of RD Gibbs and Co. did the design, pro-
duction, and installation. Panels and installation were done over during the past 5 
years. A few graduating classes supposed the project as their class gifts. Pehar also 
thanks Reid Merlo for his efforts with a few of the panels from his previous class 
advising roles.

Lance Clow, Class of 1965 and current Idaho resident contacted Pehar for help on 
a project around the school to have some sort of legacy for his class, and their 
50-year reunion.

Pehar gave it some thought and it was clear the windows needed to be completed. 
It was fi tting, Clow dubbed it the “The Window Legacy Project.” Clow went to work 
sending out letters to all of his classmates with photos, information, and a request for 
donations. Because if this effort, classmates answered the call. They were able to pur-
chase three of the fi nal six panes needed (these panes are inscribed with “LXV” on the 

Final panes on CVHS’ stained glass window installed

The stained glass window at Crescenta Valley High School’s library.

upper right 
panel).

Clow’s effort 
s p u r r e d 
Pehar to 
fi nish the 
project this 
year with 
gifts from 
the Classes 
of 2015 and 
2016. Clow 
is a member 
of the 
Idaho State 
Legislature.

How will we achieve these outcomes?
Collaboration centered on these specifi c • 
questions:

What do we expect students to learn? -
How will we know if they’ve learned it? -
How will we respond if they do not learn  -
it?
How will we respond if they already know  -
it?

Offering targeted professional training • 
opportunities for our teaching professionals

School improvement begins with people  -
improvement

Utilizing i-Ready diagnostic tool and other • 

teacher-created formative assessment tools 
that provide data and evidence tied to the 
California State Standards
Utilizing support staff, including teacher • 
specialists and math coaches

I look forward to working with each of you 
this year to meet our measureable outcomes. 
Together, with our LCAP playbook, we will 
continue to provide a high quality, equitable 
education for our students.
Your partner in education,
Winfred B. Roberson, Jr.
Superintendent of Schools

Supt’s Message, from page 1


