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Superintendents

When we arrived in GUSD last October, we timed our interim period based on 
the assumption that the Board would be able to meet its goal of selecting a new 
superintendent with a start date of April 1. As it turns out, Winfred Roberson will 
be in the offi ce on April 5 to assume leadership of the district.

We knew that the co-interim superintendency would be demanding and busy, 
and the idea of co-leadership would provide more consistent and coherent lead-
ership. The alternative was for the district to set up a succession of interim super-
intendents. We’re pleased to see that the timing and the concept of our plan 
appears to be playing out pretty much as we hoped it would.

Our interim superintendent contracts defi ne a fi nite number of work days that 
cannot be exceeded because of the pension system’s earnings limit. As we plan 
the transition from interim leadership to your new superintendent, we have 
found that we have to stretch our remaining service days as far as they can go. 
To that end, in March, we will be reducing the number of Mondays that we meet 
together with senior managers and community groups and we will be in the 
offi ce for half days instead of full days whenever possible. By doing this, we think 
we can make it to March 30 with a day or two in reserve to spend with Winfred.

Goals we intend to achieve before we leave include:
getting the process underway to determine the community’s interests for the • 
2017-18 district calendar;

Dr. Joel Shawn Dr. Marc Winger

Continued on page 6, Superintendents’ Message

Winfred Roberson, incoming GUSD Superintendent of Schools, 
was introduced to the public and staff at the February 16, 2016 
Board of Education meeting. Roberson’s contract was ratifi ed by 
the board at the meeting. His service will start on April 5, 2016.

Elementary teachers 
participate in Spring 
Cluster Release Day
Between January and March, 
Glendale Unifi ed School District 
elementary school teachers 
have a full release day to be able 
to  participate in Spring Cluster 
Release Math training days to 
deepen their understanding 
on the instructional shifts and 
grade-level standards.
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Forty-six students received awards 
from the Glendale Council PTSA in two 
separate Board of Education meetings 
to commemorate their outstanding 
work in this annual District competi-
tion; this contest is part of the state 
and national Refl ections Program.

Students compete in six categories: 
literature, music composition, fi lm/
video production, dance, photography 
and visual arts.

Twenty “Special Artists” in the cat-
egories of Film/Video Production 
and Visual Arts were awarded at the 
February 2, 2016 Board Meeting. The 
“Special Artists” are students in the 
Special Education and SDC programs 
from College View and Toll Middle 
School. The winners were:

College View School

Film/Video Production: Tro Kosteen.

Visual Arts: Patrik Ardashian-Salmari, 
Branden DaSilva, Tigran Davtyan, 
Clayton Fatheree, Tomik Gregorian, 
Alex Mikayelyan, Norayr Nikoghosyan, 
Noah Odabashian, Trynity Roberts, 

Winners from PTA’s Reflections Contest Recognized in Board Meetings
Soren Rogers, and Luc Stibbard.

Toll Middle School

Visual Arts: Erik Arakelian, Daniel 
Crissman, Anreis Esaian, Narek 
Vahranian, and John Vazquez.

At the February 16, 2016 Board 
Meeting, 26 more students received 
their awards from the Glendale 
Council PTSA.

Dance: Ryan Fernandez, Glendale 
High School; Lina Horn, Rosemont 
Middle School; Peter James, Lincoln 
Elementary School; and Sofi a Valle, 
Keppel Elementary School.

Film Production: Austin Trace 
Borusiewicz, Clark Magnet High 
School; Karina Fischman, Monte 
Vista Elementary School; Jobson 
Kimura, Lincoln Elementary School; 
and Emanuel Megerdichian, Balboa 
Elementary School.

Literature: Gain Kim, Monte Vista 
Elementary School; Riley Millward, 
Glenoaks Elementary School; Nuneh 
Nair, Verdugo Woodlands Elementary 

School; and Ariette Reynaldo, Clark 
Magnet High School.

Music Composition: Gavrielle Long, 
Verdugo Woodlands Elementary 
School; Yervand Manukyan, Balboa 
Elementary School; Isabella Ramirez, 
Mountain Avenue Elementary School; 
and Kimball Strong, Crescenta Valley 
High School.

Photography: Troy Agopian, 
Crescenta Valley High School; Lana 
Darmanian, Fremont Elementary 
School; Eric Eubank, Mountain 
Avenue Elementary School; and 
Dylan McWhorter, Mountain Avenue 
Elementary School.

Visual Arts: Rena Jeoung, Valley View 
Elementary School; Janet Jong, Toll 
Middle School; Lernik Khechadorian, 
Clark Magnet High School; and Aurora 
Zajac, Valley View Elementary School.

Neda Farid-Farhoumand, Refl ections 
Chairperson for Glendale Council 
PTSA, coordinated the Refl ections 
Program with the assistance of 
Glendale Council PTSA President 
Monna Johnson.

Above: College View School and the Special Education 
team showed up in full force to support their winners at 
the February 2 Board of Education meeting. Below: More 
awards were presented to winners at the
February 16 Board meeting.

Right: The pil-
lars of GUSD’s 
Re f l e c t i o n s 
P r o g r a m , 
Neda (left) 
and Monna 
(right).

Above: Joseph Yi, Special Ed 
teacher at Toll Middle School.

Above: Team from College View School, from 
left to right: Teacher-on-Special-Assignment 
Corky O’Rourke, PTA President Azita Fatheree, 
and Principal Jay Schwartz.

Entries are on display at the lobby of the 
Administration Building until March 4, 2016.
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Clark Magnet High School’s team, the Cricket Busters, are competing in the fi nal challenge of the ninth annual Lexus Eco 
Challenge. Lexus automotive company and Scholastic Publishing created this national contest to encourage secondary 
students to develop and utilize environmental programs that will impact the community in a positive way.

The Cricket Busters won $20,000 in both the Land/Water Challenge and the Air/Climate Challenge.

The Cricket Busters’ solution for the Land/Water Challenge was to show the environmental issue of how Rockfi sh population 
is declining due to overfi shing. Fish and Wildlife regulations require juvenile or protected fi sh species to be released back in 
the water. But if the fi sh is suffering from barotrauma because they were brought up quickly from the deep, they will not be 
able to descend and will die on the water’s surface. However, if the fi sh recovers back to its normal pressure, it will survive. In 
response to this dilemma, the class designed and created a device that will lower the fi sh to reach their normal depth.

The Cricket Busters’ action plan for the Air/Climate Challenge addressed the issue of fossil fuels and renewable energy. 
Through research and recording, the team created lesson plans around energy sources and uploaded those to education 
sites online making them available for teachers across the nation to use in their classrooms. To access the Cricket Busters’ 
lessons plans, go to www.sharemylesson.com and use the keyword “mapping.”

Clark Magnet Cricket Busters always up for challenge

For three years, Dignity Health Glendale Memorial Hospital 
(GMH) has participated, along with GUSD, in the Great 
Kindness Challenge. Studies show that sharing or expe-
riencing humankindness has a healing effect on all of us. 
This year, both the hospital and the school district wanted 
to further engage middle school students who are more 
likely to experience the effects of bullying than students in 
either elementary school or high school.

GMH invited the middle school students to participate in a 
kindness video challenge – encouraging students to share 
their personal visions of kindness. Ten outstanding videos 
were submitted, and GMH staff members, comprising a 
special team called the Mission Council, judged each video 
on four categories: theme; originality/creativity; story/plot; 
and technical merit.

The winning video was submitted by Rosemont Middle 
School and featured writer, director, producer and key 
actor Daniel Tweedy. To view the video, go to Facebook.
com and search for Dignity Health Glendale Memorial 
Hospital and Health Center.

From left: Glendale Memorial President Jack Ivie; GUSD Student 
Support Services Asst. Director Dr. Scott Anderle; Rosemont MS student 
and contest winner Daniel Tweedy; Rosemont MS Principal Dr. Cynthia 
Livingston; and Glendale Memorial Director of Mission Integration Rev. 
Cassie McCarty.

Rosemont student’s entry wins 
Kindness Challenge video contest

Rosemont and Roosevelt Middle School students par-
ticipated in the Los Angeles County Regional Final of the 
National Science Bowl competition at Cal State LA on 
January 30.

Roosevelt took two teams (7th and 8th grade) and part of 
the MESA (Math Engineering Science Achievement) clubs. 
Science teachers Jean-Marie Pascale Parra, Ken Marie, and 
Geraldine Mercado coached the students for the event.

The Rosemont team, going in as a novice, beat experienced 
teams and entered the semi-finals placing third (bronze 
medal) for their outstanding performance.

There were 18 teams competing from different cities around 
Los Angeles County. The national finals will be held in 
Washington, D.C. at the end of April.

Rosemont and Roosevelt 
participate in the Science Bowl

The Roosevelt team, top row, from left: Stanislav Pelipad, Jacquelyn 
Mai, Kaley Tien, Julian De Leon, Wynell Paguio, Mrs. Pascale-Parra, 
and Mrs. Mercado. Front row, from left: Jan Lemar Pablo, Robert 
Avila, Jesse Moya, and Christian Reyes.

The Rosemont team, from left: Jaya Hamkins, Samantha Fay, Nathalie 
Lai, Athena Bamrick, and Eileen Stiles.
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Rosemont students host Korean peers

Thirteen students from Glendale Sister City Boeun, South 
Korea attended three days of school with their American 
peers. These students were hosted by Rosemont families. 
This is Rosemont’s fourth year of involvement with the for-
eign exchange program.

Under the guidance of Assistant to the Physically 
Handicapped Paul Adams, FACTS students Gevork Galstian 
and Kevin Gonzalez lend helping hands in assisting ETIS 
to organize, tag and prepare technology assets for school 
sites three days a week. Their extra support to help keep 
ETIS on top of work orders is very much appreciated.

FACTS students helping in ETIS

From left: Paul Adams, Gevork Galstian and Kevin Gonzalez as they per-
form updates on the new training laptops for the ETIS training room.

Wilson Middle School's seventh grade Advanced Drama Class performed the family-friendly comedy, Chasing Charming, 
on January 28 and 29 in the evening in the Wilson auditorium for friends, family, and staff. The assemblies also included 
visiting 5th and 6th grade students from R.D. White and Glenoaks Elementary Schools.

This comic gem tells the story of a narrator who fi nds out that she can no longer tell stories involving Prince Charming 
because he has been kidnapped by an evil witch. Her scatter-brained fairy godmother arrives on the scene to help, and 
suggests that they reverse the age-old tradition of having a prince rescue a damsel in distress, and decides that the best 
person to save Prince Charming is a princess.

Through a series of spells gone wrong, she summons every famous princess imaginable: Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, 

Wilson thespians tickle patrons with ‘Chasing Charming’

Belle, Rapunzel, as well as Goldilocks and an odd creature named S Secnirp. 
Together, they join forces to rescue Prince Charming from the evil witch 
Hagragard, her bumbling minions, and a not-so-ferocious dragon. The 
themes of the play were: goals are accomplished when people work together 
and capitalize on their strengths, and of course "Girl Power!"

The production, which took approximately six weeks to produce under the guid-
ance of Wilson Drama Director Barbara Zatarain and set designer, John Ong, was a 
labor of love that became a reality because of the hard work of parent volunteers 
and the incomparable Wilson Stage Crew, which is comprised of 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade Wilson students who do all of the lighting, sound, and backstage work.

Wilson is very proud of its talented students as well as its rich arts programs 
which include: Drama, Instrumental Music, Choir, and Visual Arts.
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Edison Elementary 
School Eagles cel-
ebrated Thomas 
Edison’s birthday 
on February 11 at 
their assembly.

Guest speaker 
Scott Corbett, a 
distant relative of 
Thomas Edison, 
shared informa-
tion about the 
innovator and his 
many inventions, one of which is the gramophone. The 
students used the gramophone to record messages on an 
Edison Amberol Record.

The Amberol record will be placed in Edison Elementary’s 
time capsule for the school’s 100th birthday.

Edison kin is Eagles’ guest speaker
Jefferson Elementary successfully launched the Positive 
Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS) framework. 

All students and staff participated in the two-day launch, 
where groups rotated through the nine identifi ed sta-
tions, learning the schoolwide expectations and behaviors 
specifi c to that area. The school’s PBIS Leadership Team 
facilitated the launch, planning and teaching the lessons in 
each space. Trained by the Los Angeles County Offi ce of 
Education, the Team has been meticulously planning the 
implementation of PBIS for over two years.

“Parents were also provided with an opportunity to learn 
about PBIS. Now, everyone at Jefferson knows that we are 
responsible, respectful, safe, and teamplayers, and demon-
strates the appropriate behavior everywhere earning lots of 
Tiger Tickets!” said Jefferson Principal Dr. Marine Avagyan.

Jefferson launches PBIS framework

Above are three out of the nine identifi ed stations.

On February 3, the 
Jefferson Tiger Team 
won the basketball 
tournament against 
the Toll Titans. 
Made up of all sixth 
graders, the teams 
are coached by the 
elementary Physical 
Education teacher, 
Jeremy Spurley. The 
Jefferson cheerlead-
ing team, led by the 
school mascot, Tommy Tiger, supported the players with 
their constant, “Let’s Go Tigers, Let’s Go!”

Jefferson Tigers are reigning champs

Marshall Elementary held its fi rst Parent 
Tech Academy on February 4. Parents were 
asked if their children were ready for col-
lege and career! In order to assist parents 
with supporting their children with academ-
ics, parents attended sessions facilitated 
by teachers and district personnel (Kris 
Kohlmeier, Bonnie Gould, Lynde Robertson, 
Sara Hudson) covering the topics of iReady, 
CAASPP, homework help using technology, 
and investigated useful websites.

Marshall Elementary School parents made tech-ready

ETIS teacher specialist Kris Kohlmeier facilitating a class.

Valley View Educational 
Foundation held its annual 
Jog-A-Thon on February 
12. Students helped raise 
money to provide the school 
with new computers for 
the school’s Media Center. 
Students asked friends and 
family to sponsor them on 
a per lap basis or for a fl at 
pledge. Everyone, including 
the teachers and the parents, 
enjoyed a fun fi lled day of 
running and promoting Valley 
View’s pride and school spirit!

Running to raise funds for Valley View

Principal Dr. Brook Reynolds, 
running to support the students 
while 2nd graders do a good job 
keeping up with the group.
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On January 28, Keppel kinder-
garteners celebrated being 100 
days smarter than they were on 
August 10. Students counted, 
created patterns, composed 
and decomposed numbers and 
manipulated real life items that 
totaled 100. The day long cel-
ebration also included a fash-
ion show that featured T-shirts 
decorated with 1oo items.

Keppel kindergarteners’ hundredth day jubilee

setting up the process for the selection • 
of area trustee maps for board elections 
starting in 2017;
establishing a beginning set of priorities • 
for the board and executive staff for the 
2016-2017 school-year;
refi ning common core curriculum • 
implementation strategies; and
working to enable a smooth transition • 
as your new superintendent takes his 
position.

Recently, we created a demographic and 
fi scal overview of GUSD to serve as a high 
level picture of the district. We hope it 
also serves to provide your new super-
intendent with a snapshot of the district 
he is stepping into. Here are some GUSD 
facts-at-a-glance:

The district’s enrollment has declined • 
from over 30,000 in 2000 to 26,115 today. 
This had a signifi cant effect on staffi ng 
and budget in the last 15 years.
The student population of GUSD is 55% • 
White, 23% Hispanic, 12% Asian, and 6% 
Filipino. Many other groups are repre-
sented in the population, but are here in 
very small numbers.
Fifty-six percent (56%) of GUSD students • 
come from a home where a language 
other than English is spoken.
There are 44 different home languages • 
spoken by GUSD students. However, 
most of them represent 1% or less of 
the total student population. The most 
common home languages are Armenian 
at 28% of the total population; Spanish 
at 13%; Korean at 7%; and Filipino at 3%.
Even though 56% of our students • 
come from homes where a language 
other than English is spoken, only 24% 
of them are English Learners (EL). The 
majority are fl uent English speakers.
Eighty-four percent (84%) of over $267.1 • 
in district expenditures goes to payroll.

And, on that last point, we thank you all, 
again, for the work you do every day for 
the students and families of GUSD. The 
snapshot your new superintendent gets of 
you is one of hard work and commitment.

Superintendents’ Message, continued from 
page 1

Valley View Elementary 
PTA’s fabulous Daddy-
Daughter Dance took 
place on February 5. 
This year’s theme was 
Arabian Nights. The 
school’s auditorium 
was decked to the hilt 
-- draped with color-
ful fabrics and crystal 
ornaments making 
one feel like in a tent in 
an enchanted land far 
away; the photo back-
drop even included a 
magic carpet.

It was a night of 
dancing set in 
motion by a DJ, a 
sumptuous catered 
feast, and dessert 
donated by Valley 
View families. The 
girls arrived in 
beautiful dresses, 
headpieces and 
belly dancing 
scarves. The evening 
was truly magical.

Principal Dr. Brook 
Reynolds took his 
daughter, Megan, 
to the dance.

The girls, 
escorted by 
their dads, 
dressed to look 
like princesses.

The must-have 
photo on ‘the 
magic carpet.’

The stage was made to look like a tent, draped with fab-
rics, crystals and a chandelier.

One Arabian Night at Valley View

R.D. White Elementary had a blast at their annual PTA Valentine’s Day 
Dance On February 12. Parents and kids danced the night away in the 
school cafeteria. There was dancing and food.

How R.D. White does Valentine’s Day
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March
1 Board of Education Meeting, 

Admin. Bldg. Board Room
3 Cerritos Elementary School Open 

House, 6:30 p.m.
4 Glendale Educational Foundation 

Denim and Diamonds, LA 
Equestrian Center

5 Mark Keppel’s Sculpture Exhibit 
Opening, Glendale Community 
College, 2 p.m.

5 GUSD Instrumental Music 
Festival, Glendale High School, 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

10 Wilson Middle School Open 
House, 5:15 p.m.

10 Rosemont Middle School Open 
House, 6:30 p.m.

10 Trustee Area Community Forum, 
Roosevelt Middle School, 6 p.m.

15 Board of Education Meeting, 
Admin. Bldg. Board Room

16 Trustee Area Community Forum, 
CVHS, 6 p.m.

17 Edison Elementary School Open 
House, 5 p.m.

17 Middle School Honor Band & 
Orchestra Solo Recital, Roosevelt 
Middle School, 7 p.m.

17 Trustee Area Community Forum, 
Toll Middle School, 6 p.m.

21 - 25 Spring Recess, Schools Closed
28 GUSD Staff Health Fair
28 Student Holiday. District Staff 

Development Day

April
5 Board of Education Meeting 

(Re-Organization & Masonic 
Awards), Admin. Bldg. Board 
Room, 6 p.m.

7 Crescenta Valley High School 
Open House, 5:30 p.m.

7 Daily High School Open House, 
5:30 p.m.

7 Franklin Elementary School Open 
House, 6 p.m.

7 Glendale High School Open 
House, 6 p.m.

9 Middle School Honor Band & 
Orchestra Concert, Glendale HS, 7 p.m.

19 Board of Education Meeting, 
Admin. Bldg. Board Room, 6 p.m.

20 Cloud Pre-School Open House, 9 a.m.
20 Armenian Genocide 

Commemoration, Glendale High 
School, 7 p.m.

21 College View Open House, 6 p.m.
21 Toll Middle School Open House, 

6:30 p.m.
27 Cloud Pre-School SPED Open 

House, 6:30 p.m.
28 Dunsmore Elementary School 

Open House, 6 p.m.
28 Roosevelt Middle School Open 

House, 6 p.m.
28 Jefferson Elementary School 

Open House, 6:30 p.m.

Glendale Community College’s Study Abroad Program is offering the unique 
opportunity to study abroad. This year, the classes will be in Spain and Bali, 
Indonesia. Space is limited and classes will close once full.

Contact the GCC Study Abroad Program to reserve your space, by phone at 
(818) 240-1000, ext. 5718, or by email at studyabroad@glendale.edu.

See attached fl yers for detailed information.

Study abroad through GCC program

It’s coming soon! The annual Health Fair will be held on Monday, March 28, 
2016, from 2 to 6 p.m. at Glendale High School. Screening appointments 
for employees only will be offered which include carotid arterial (stroke), 
thyroid gland, blood pressure, and bone density. Gift cards will be given 
to those who participate in the screenings. Your opportunity to sign up for 
screenings will be in early March. In addition, we have some great vendors 
lined up - food, massages, free gifts and lots of raffl e prizes. Don’t miss 
this exciting event.

News from Human Resources

Intercultural Office needs Translators
Categorical Offi ce Director Travis Collier announed that there is a need 
for translators at their department. “There are times when the number of 
requests for translators exceeds our availability or we receive a request for 
languages we cannot provide,” said Collier.

If you are certifi ed to conduct oral or written translations in the following 
languages -- Armenian, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog, Russian, Vietnamese, Farsi, 
Arabic, American sign language, Cantonese, or Japanese -- please send an 
email to Angie Marquez at amarquez@gusd.net to express your interest.

Collier added, “We will be able to provide extra hourly pay (certicated) or 
overtime (classifi ed) for your services.”

Valley View students enjoyed cul-
tural celebration at the Lunar New 
Year assembly on February 11, wel-
coming in the Year of the Monkey! 
The assembly included a Tae Kwon 
Do demonstration by Vally View stu-
dents, and a Korean traditional string 
instrument musical program using a 
traditional Korean 12-string musical 
instrument. Students enjoyed view-
ing beautiful cultural costumes worn 
by the members of Valley View’s 
Korean Parent Association. Teachers 
were treated to a delicious luncheon 
served by the KPA. The assembly 
and the luncheon was organized by 
the school’s KPA.

Lunar New Year celebration brings cultural awareness

Also coming soon -- Walkadoo! Beginning April 
1, 2016, employees will once again have the 
opportunity to earn gift cards for participating 
in the Walkadoo program. Get your tennis shoes 
ready and make sure your Pebble™, pedometer 
or other motion tracking device has batteries!

Watch your e-mail for more information!










