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While it seems a bit late to wish everyone a Happy New Year, this is the fi rst 
opportunity we have had to address you all in one place. So, Happy New Year! 
We trust the holidays were a joyful time for you and an opportunity to rest, 
refl ect, and to spend quality time with your family and friends. The work you 
all do for Glendale Unifi ed requires amazing levels of commitment, energy, and 
focus. It is essential, then, that when you get the chance to recharge your bat-
teries, that you take advantage of those times so that you can return from these 
breaks ready to engage in our vital work to educate, nurture, and support our 
students and their families. Clearly this has been the case as we observe all that 
has already been accomplished for our school community since our return from 
break. Thank you.

This is also the time of the year when the state of California begins work on 
establishing the budget for the following year (2016-2017). As you are all very 
aware, school districts are almost 100 percent dependent on the money we 
receive from the state to do all we do. Unlike many enterprises we have very 
little control over how much money we receive in any year. Our levels of income 
are mostly dependent on how many students attend our schools and how much 
money the state decides to give us. This annual process kicks-off with what is 
known as the Governor’s January budget proposals, which he released on 
January 7, 2016. In this proposal, Governor Brown utilizing projections for state 
revenues based on current year tax receipts and the state of the economy. The 

New Year’s and 
New BudgetsDr. Joel Shawn Dr. Marc Winger In anticipation for El Niño, Facility 

& Support Operations has devel-
oped advanced action plans to 
help protect the students, staff 
and facilities from fl ood damage.

FASO is committed to provide 
immediate response with trained 
personnel to secure facilities 
impacted by heavy rain, wind, 
fl ooding and mud slides. You 
may have seen FASO staff at your 
site making preparations for this 
coming storm season. All roofs 
and gutters have been inspected 
and cleaned; the FASO emergency 
response trailer is equipped and 
available; site radios and emer-
gency generators have been 
tested and are fully functional; 

Before the winter break, a batch of students from 
the FACTS program graduated and were recognized 
in a ceremony held on December 17, 2015. Present 
to celebrate with the students were their proud 
families, teachers and GUSD administrators.

FACTS students close 2015 with 
graduation ceremony

Continued on page 2, Supts’ Message

El Niño Preparations

Fremont visitor 
explains El Niño 

phenomenon
On Thursday, January 28, Fremont 
Elementary School hosted a special 
guest to their campus, Mr. Dallas 
Raines, weatherman from ABC 7 
News! He presented information 
on meteorology to the sixth-grade 
class. This was perfect timing as 
they just fi nished a science unit 
about weather.

He spoke about how weather pat-
terns form, the Doppler 7000 that 
gives Channel 7 information about 
the current weather 10 minutes 
faster than other news stations, 
and how El Niño is formed and 
coming our way!

Continued on page 2, El Niño

Continued on page 4, Raines
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As 2016 began, Facilities, Planning, Development & 
Support Operations have many exciting projects moving 
forward! On December 1, 2015, the Board of Education 
approved construction contracts for Overcrowding 
Relief Grant (ORG) Projects at Fremont, Jefferson, La 
Crescenta, Lincoln and Muir Elementary Schools. The 
District received over $25 million in state funding to 
move forward with these projects. Groundbreaking for 
these sites are anticipated for June 2016.

Other remaining ORG projects are well underway at 
Balboa Elementary, R.D. White Elementary, Hoover 
High, and Glendale High Schools.

In addition, Verdugo Woodlands Elementary School is 
scheduled to break ground this summer.

Update from Facilities, Planning, 
Develpment & Support 

Operations

Balboa Elementary School

R. D. White Elementary School

way the budget process works from here on is that in May, 
the Governor will release a “revise” to these estimates and in 
June, culminating about six months of public and back door 
negotiations between the Governor and the Legislature, 
a budget will be passed. In June, law makers will complete 
their work and send the budget to Governor Brown for his 
signature. By the way, it’s worth noting that one of the rea-
sons we have had on-time budgets for the last few years is 
that the legislature doesn’t get paid if they don’t complete 
their budget work on time. The point here is that a lot will be 
changed between now and when we have a signed budget.

The budget news is good and we are happy to see it. Most 
of us worked in education through what has been called 
the “Great Recession,” cutting budgets and living through a 
reduction of essential programs for our kids. The economic 
news is good and the California employment numbers con-
tinue to demonstrate growth in new jobs and strength in the 
underlying dynamics of the economy. For Glendale Unifi ed, 
under the new Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), this 
does mean more money next year (proposed) than what 
we received in the current year (2015-2016). But, it is a cau-
tionary tale. Remember that the LCFF, by design, when fully 
funded, brings school districts back to the level of funding 
they were receiving in 2007-2008. We are not quite there yet, 
but the good economic news has enabled Brown to acceler-
ate moving toward that target which we are about 95% on 
the way to. This is good news, and we are happy to have 
been able to use these positive fi scal trends to work collab-
oratively with our employee groups to agree to increases to 
your total compensation. And you deserve it.

We would be remiss, though, if we didn’t caution that 
even with these new dollars, our capacity to pay for these 
increases in raises, health and welfare costs, and retirement 
expenses (and remember the state has signifi cantly increased 
how much we and you must contribute to STRS and PERS) 
is dependent on receiving increased revenue in the future. 
And, the new LCFF formula directs the lion’s share of new 
dollars to the students who need them the most for targeted 
program improvement, expansion, and staff training.

The other bit of “cold water” we have to throw on what is 
otherwise great news is that the cyclical nature of our state 
economy tells us that another recession is coming. While no 
one believes it will be as bad as what we just went through, 
it is incumbent on all of us to be realistic and to plan for 
the economic impact it will have on us. The state is doing 
this through legislation and changes to proposition 98 that 
require money be saved in a “rainy day fund.” We locally 
prepare by not over extending ourselves with fi nancial com-
mitments that would eat up all future money and to also 
maintain reasonable fi nancial reserves.

We are glad to have this opportunity to share some of these 
facts about the budget process and our concerns with you. 
In the end, we are in this together and want to make sure 
that all of you have the information you need to be produc-
tive at your work.

Again, thank you for all that you do on behalf of our stu-
dents and the community. It has been a pleasure to work 
with you as your Co-Interim Superintendents.

~Dr. Joel Shawn & Dr. Marc Winger

Supts’ Message, from page 1

trees have been inspected and trimmed as needed; 
storm water run-off systems have been inspected 
and cleaned as needed; sandbags have been pre-
pared and staged at various schools throughout the 
District.

In addition, FASO has initiated communications with 
our neighboring school districts in Pasadena, South 
Pasadena, Burbank, and La Cañada so that we can 
assist each other if needed.

El Niño, from page 1
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Back in the 1970s, Keppel dad Paul Coyne was featured 
on the front page of his hometown newspaper because 
he was the fi rst kid to use his school’s fi rst computer. The 
computer used punch cards and had a telephone modem.

Decades later, his daughter, Bailey, is talking non-stop 
about how much fun it is to code. Five-year-old Bailey is 
in Miss Baldwin’s kindergarten class at Keppel Elementary 
School and just lives for Hour of Code.

An Hour of Code story: Keppel dad 
and daughter share love for coding

Left, Paul Coyne as a student and, right, Bailey coding at Keppel.

On December 17, 2015, the John Muir Elementary School 
Foundation presented the school with a $10,000 check in 
support of technology.

Foundation’s generous gift to Muir

From left to right: Sheree Labo, Foundation Co-Secretary; Christine 
Hong, Foundation Event Coordinator; Anahit Mouradian, Foundation 
President; William Castro, Foundation Treasurer; Juanita Shahijanian, 
Muir Principal; Shant Dermegerdichian, 4th/5th grade teacher.

Edison Eagles’ trek for tech

Marionettes invade 
Valley View

For the school’s fi rst assembly of the 
year, the Valley View PTA sponsored The 
Bob Baker Live Puppet Show on January 
7. Students were treated to an exciting 
show full of music and visual arts. The 
marionettes danced and sang to music 
as students laughed and cheered. It was 
a great way to welcome the new year 
and to experience the art of puppetry.

Left: The Edison Tech 
Trek is a fundraiser the 
school participates in 
to raise money for the 
Advanced Computer 
Lab. The Tech Trek took 
place on December 
4, 2015. This was 
Edison’s second year of 
participation.

Right: PE support staff 
Bon Sam with trekkers.

Valley View’s 
E d u c a t i o n a l 
Foundation held 
its annual Movie 
Night on January 
22 in the school’s 
auditorium.

Families brought 
their blankets, 
sleeping bags 
and chairs to 
enjoy pizza and 
drinks. Patrons 
were treated to 
the movie “Inside 
Out.”

All the money raised 
by this Foundation-
sponsored event 
goes to support 
Valley View and 
its students and 
teachers.

Valley View Family Movie Night

Families getting ready to watch the 
movie.

What’s movie without popcorn?
Valley View teacher Elizabeta 
Neskovska selling school t-shirts

Movie night fans getting 
comfy.
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Mountain Avenue Elementary teach-
ers Amber Hall and Denise Bottomley 
coached upper grade students to build 
paper roller coasters as part of an 
Engineering exercise. The scenario was 
not just to build the paper roller coast-
ers but to witness the strength of their 
friendships and beautiful memories that 
they have created during the challenge.

The fi nished projects went on display at 
the Mountain Avenue Science Fair.

Team takes Paper Roller Coaster 
Challenge through testing phase

Future engineers from Mountain Avenue bring their ideas to fruition
Over 200 Mountain 
Avenue students com-
pleted a science project 
for the annual science 
fair. Students were 
given an opportunity to 
present their project on 
Friday, January 22, and 
Saturday, January 23.

Sleeping Beauty Production - with a modern twist

Science and the arts take over at Mountain Avenue School

On Saturday January 16, 2016, sixty-four Mountain Avenue Elementary stu-
dents put on two amazing performances of the musical Sleeping Beauty. 
In this version of the classic fairy tale, Sleeping Beauty awakes fi ve hundred 
years later to meet the king of rock and roll!

The students sang and danced to catchy tunes, accompanied by a volunteer 
concert pianist. Two directors from Missoula 
Children’s Theater provided the costumes and 
sets. The entire production, from audition to 
rehearsals to performances took place within 
six days!

The intensive focused format of this program 
provided Mountain Avenue students with an 
immersive experience in performing arts, a 
truly unique learning experience for the per-
forming students and an exciting, entertaining 
enrichment for those in the audience.

Savannah Robles, 
Michael Gonzalez, 
Sarah Gyultemiryan, 
and Judith Perez, 4th 
grade Spanish Dual 
Immersion students 
in Mr. Mario Garcia’s 
class, work collabora-
tively to complete a 
math task. They are 
working on solving dif-
ferent word problems 
using the RDW (Read-
Draw-Write) approach 
to make better sense 
of each problem, and 
to be able to share and 
explain different pos-
sible ways to come to 
an end result.

Lots of collaboration going on at 
Muir dual immersion classroom

“He answered the 
many questions from 
our students,” said 
Fremont Principal 
Cristin Molano-Walley. 
“It was a wonder-
ful experience,” she 
added.

Raines, from page 1
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Crescenta Valley High School Instrumental Music Director 
Mathew Schick reported that four of his students were 
selected for the California All-State Music Education 
Conference. Students were selected from thousands of 
musicians all across the state of California. They had to 
submit a CD for their audition.

The students are: Monica Kim, all-state honor string 
orchestra; Josephine Lee, all-state wind symphony, Amy 
Choi, all-state symphonic band; and Ari Sarkissian, all-state 
symphonic band.

They will perform in San Jose during the weekend of 
February 11-14, 2016 at the California All-State Music 
Education Conference.

Schick added, “We also had 12 of our students make it into 
SCSBOA (Southern California School Band and Orchestra 

Association) Honor Orchestra/Wind Ensemble this year. 
This is the most we’ve had accepted in school history. This 
group is selected from Southern California musicians and 
they had to go on a live audition.”

The students selected are:

SCSBOA All Southern Orchestra: Josephine Lee, fl ute (1st 
chair); Sara Jun, oboe; Cole Davis, trombone (principal 
chair); Monica Kim, violin 1; Ami Kim, violin 2; Ryan Choi, 
cello (principal chair); Elizabeth Crotty, cello; Andrew Lee, 
cello.
SCSBOA All Southern Wind Ensemble: Amy Choi, fl ute; Arin 
Sarkissian, fl ute; Mathew Kim, fl ute; and Nolan Stewart, 
trombone (principal chair).

They performed on Sunday, January 24, 2016, at the 
Arcadia Performing Arts Center.

“Mr. Nitro has become a fun, fundraising tradition 
here at Glendale High,” wrote ASB advisor Peter 
Gebeshian. The pageant showcases the contestants’ 
talents, confi dence, and charisma on the stage. Each 
contestant represents a business sponsoring the 
event, so it also helps Glendale High’s surround-
ing community. This year, there were 10 boys in the 
pageant, the most there ever was, highlighting the 
growing popularity of the event.

Mr. Nitro pageant fast becoming 
much-anticipated event at 

Glendale High School

From left: Judge Anjel, Aurianna and  
Aureen Aghajanian, and Judge Karin.

This year’s 
winner is Aureen 
Aghajanian. He 
danced a salsa 
routine with 
his twin sister, 
Aurianna, during 
the talent portion 
and dazzled the 
crowd with his 
jubilant personal-
ity in all catego-
ries, including the 
formal wear and 
q u e s t i o n - a n d -
answer portions.

On January 11, students 
from Glendale, Hoover, 
and CV High Schools 
competed in the recitation 
contest, Poetry Out Loud. 
Each student memorized 
and recited two poems. 
Students were evaluated 
on accuracy and delivery 
of the poems.

Congratulations to the 
winner, Kristina Laue from 
Hoover High School. Her coach is Mr. David Huber. She will go on to compete in the Los Angeles County Competition on 
February 4, 2016 at the Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts.

GUSD picks a winner to compete in county poetry competition

Poets and coach, from left to right: Jennifer Waters, Coach David Huber, Amira Al-Hadeed, Caroline Arnall, 
Stephanie Figueroa, Jaden Kim, Kristina Laue (winner), Merin Padayatty, Aslik Sarkisian, Sylvia Velasquez, David 
Villasenor, and Mountain Avenue Elementary Principal Jaclyn Scott.

Schick’s skilled students selected for all-state

On Tuesday, January 12, Toll Middle School proudly unveiled a 
new campus mural - Hooray for Tollywood. Designed by local 
artist Randall Williams, the mural celebrates the history of Toll 
and gives a beloved campus spot a new look.

Clockwise from 
top left: green 
confetti rains 
down on revel-
ers; ribbon cut-
ting with, from 
left to right, 
artist Randall 
Williams, Toll 
Principal Dr. Tom 
Crowther, and 
Toll Foundation 
President Chey Widdop; the Toll/Hoover Choir, led by choir teacher Amy Estep, 
provided entertainment - Tollywood-style. (Photos courtesy of Toll teacher 
Curtis Shih and Toll photography class students.)

Red carpet rolled out at Toll Middle School
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Columbus Elementary School encourages to love all, accept all.

Yellow Ribbon Week is practice kindness week

Fremont Elementary students say kindness is the only option. Spread kindness, everyone!

Franklin Elementary minions offered their suggestions and so did their German immersion students. Lincoln Principal Stephen Williams 
had students enter Lincoln with 
cheers as they walk through the 
Student Council Kindness Tunnel.

Horace Mann Kiwanis Kids and Student Council members, assisted by 
Glendale Police Offi cer Chacon, greeted students entering the playground on 
January 19 with their "Great Kindness Challenge" banner reminding everyone 
of the special activities planned for Yellow Ribbon Week and to live their life 
by always being kind to one another.

Left: The ASB class at Roosevelt 
took a heart photo, one of 
many everyday activities they 
did for Yellow Ribbon Week.
Above: Each Roosevelt Middle 
School student wrote on a 
piece of paper an act of kind-
ness they pledged to do. Then 
ASB club linked them together 
to form a chain.

Thirty-one Glendale Unifi ed School 
District schools participated in a 
wide variety of Yellow Ribbon Week 
activities during the week of January 
18-22, 2016.

The purpose of Yellow Ribbon Week 
is to prevent violence, promote 
kindness towards others, and pro-
vide a safe environment for students 
and the community.

Some of the activities that focused 
on kindness, inclusion and empathy 
were the creation of posters and 
banners; daily kindness quotes; and 
even a “welcome tunnel” for stu-
dents as they entered their schools.

Once again, many students district-
wide participated in Dignity Health’s 
Great Kindness Challenge where 
they selected different activities 
designed to reach out to others with 
caring and kindness.



Staff-O-Gram
Glendale Unified School District     |     Glendale, California “Preparing our students for their future.”

15-16, Issue 6, January 2016Page 7

February

1 Elementary School Spelling Bee, 
Admin. Bldg. Board Room, 7 
p.m.

2 Board of Education Meeting, 
Admin. Bldg. Board Room, 5:30 
p.m.

4 Character & Ethics Awards 
Ceremony, Admin. Bldg. Board 
Room, 5:30 p.m.

8 District Holiday, Lincoln Day
15 District Holiday, Washington Day
16 Board of Education Meeting, 

Admin. Bldg. Board Room, 5:30 
p.m.

19 Elementary Honors Instrumental 
Music Festival, Glendale HS, 7 
p.m.

25 Hoover High School Open 
House, 6 p.m.

25 Glendale High School Oratorical

March

1 Board of Education Meeting, 
Admin. Bldg. Board Room

3 Cerritos Elementary School 
Open House, 6:30 p.m.

4 Glendale Educational Foundation 
Denim and Diamonds, LA 
Equestrian Center

5 GUSD Instrumental Music 
Festival, Glendale High School, 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

10 Wilson Middle School Open 
House, 5:15 p.m.

10 Rosemont Middle School Open 
House, 6:30 p.m.

15 Board of Education Meeting, 
Admin. Bldg. Board Room

17 Edison Elementary School Open 
House, 5 p.m.

17 Middle School Honor Band & 
Orchestra Solo Recital, Roosevelt 
Middle School, 7 p.m.

21 - 25 Spring Recess, Schools 
Closed

28 GUSD Staff Health Fair
28 Student Holiday. District Staff 

Development Day

SAVE THE DATE
GUSD Health Fair

The GUSD Health Fair is sched-
uled for Monday, March 28, 2016 
at Glendale High School. New 
screenings will be available includ-
ing carotid arterial (stroke), thyroid 
gland, blood pressure, and bone 
density. There will be gift card raf-
fl es for all employees who receive 
screenings.
In addition, stay tuned for more 
information about the new 
Walkadoo program beginning in 
April! There will be more incentives 
for cash rewards if you get moving!
We are happy to report that almost 
1,000 employees signed up for 
the Daily Challenge last year and 
838 employees participated in the 
Walkadoo program. This is an amaz-
ing result and we hope even more 
employees sign up for the coming 
program!

Dunsmore Elementary School Principal 
Karen Stegman and members of the Early 
Rodders Car Club came to pick up toys col-
lected by students for the local “Spark of 
Love” holiday drive.

Post-Christmas Cheer

Edison Elementary School’s annual Festival 
of Light celebration on December 18, 2015. 
Students sang holiday songs in English, 
Spanish and Armenian.

SAVE THE DATE
Teachers’

Summer Academy
June 6 - 9, 2016• 
Location, classes and times to • 
be announced.
For more information, contact • 
Jill Firstman at jfi rstman@gusd.
net or at 818.241.3111, ext. 
1006.

Mann TK teacher Karine Armen and Muir 
computer teacher Marl eene  Sebastian 
attended the celebration in Camarillo.

GUSD staff celebrate 
with Pop Scott

Mann TK teacher Karine Armen 
reported attending Pop Scott’s 
100th birthday celebration, along 
with Muir computer lab teacher 
Marleene Sebastian on January 
16, 2016. 

Ken Scott, affectionately called 
Pop Scott, was a grandpa vol-
unteer who read stories to our 
students.

At his party, he shared his secret 
to life: “Learn something new 
everyday and choose to be happy. 
Set goals, have a positive behav-
ior, and be a life-time learner.”

Pop Scott added, “Let’s celebrate 
positiveness and learning. Let’s 
celebrate life!”


