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We thought we’d use this column to share our thoughts about GUSD’s steps 
towards implementation of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). Since we 
arrived in October, we’ve noticed the dedication of GUSD’s employees and the 
success of its varied and high quality programs for students. This is the result of 
a team effort that includes support staff, teachers, and administrators all focused 
on doing what’s right for students. We believe that GUSD’s change to an instruc-
tional program rooted in CCSS will yield similar results.

We truly believe these new instructional standards provide a practical way to 
prepare children for the challenges of a constantly changing world – by learning 
the real-world skills they need for career and college. We believe California must 
move forward now so that all children – no matter where they come from or 
where they live – receive a world-class education that is consistent from school to 
school, and that they graduate ready to contribute to the future of our state and 
our country. We believe the standards keep the best of what we have, but replace 
outdated ways of learning with a clear focus on the key knowledge and skills stu-
dents need while providing teachers the time to teach them well. We believe the 
standards will produce students who are life-long learners that will have the skills 
and knowledge necessary to assume their positions in the 21st century global 
economy. The standards are designed to be relevant in the real world, refl ecting 
the knowledge and skills students need for success in both higher education and 
career. We believe our communities will be stronger if students graduate with the 
skills and knowledge needed for today’s job market.

Common Core State 
Standards - A Long 

Road to SuccessDr. Joel Shawn Dr. Marc Winger

The California School Boards 
Association (CSBA) recently 
awarded the Golden Bell Award 
to Benjamin Franklin Elementary 
School and Clark Magnet High 
School. The CSBA seeks out and 
recognizes sustainable, innova-
tive and exemplary programs 
which have been developed 
and successfully implemented 
by California teachers and 
administrators.

Franklin Elementary School 
was honored with a Golden 
Bell Award for Curriculum and 
Instruction for the International 
Foreign Language Academy 
of Glendale that provides dual 
immersion programs in French, 
German, Italian, and Spanish for 
all students, from kindergarten 
through 6th grade. Students are 
engaged in a rigorous and rel-
evant multi-lingual/multicultural  
curriculum that prepares them 
with a strong foundation for 
future learning and 21st century 
international career readiness.

Clark Magnet High School was 
honored with a Golden Bell Award 
for Technology for its STEAM* 
Power program that excites the 
interest of high school students 
through electives in engineering, 

CSBA Golden 
Bell awarded to 

Franklin and Clark

Hoover Marching Band is 
reigning state champion

Hoover Marching Band. Story on page 2.

Clark Principal Doug Dall (left) and 
Franklin Principal Vickie Atikian (right) 
holding the much coveted golden bell.

Continued on page 7, Golden Bell

Continued on page 7, Supts’ Message
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After watching He Named Me Malala on October 27, sophomores in Chris Davis’ and Jennifer Davis’ humanities course at 
Clark Magnet High School organized a clothing drive to raise money for the Malala Fund, whose purpose is to help foster 
quality girls’ education, mainly in Africa and parts of the Middle East. Classes donated more than 700 pounds of clothing 
by the end of the drive just before Thanksgiving break.

Malala movie drives Clark students to help other students

Sophomore Karin Najarian, one of the students leading the clothing drive, said that 
the fi lm inspired her to take part in the crusade. “I think [the fi lm] broadened my 
perspective of the world,” she said. “There are so many people in countries like 
Pakistan that live in fear of their house getting bombed. There are so many girls 
that are deprived of education and the inequality made me angry.”

DonorsChoose, a charitable organization, allowed the Davis’ class to see the fi lm in 
October. DonorsChoose has raised over $2 million to pay for over 100,618 students 
to see the fi lm as of November 3. He Named Me Malala tells of Malala Yousafzai’s 
story in Pakistan and her current life in England.

Sophomore Rosalinda Villa Parra, who read Yousafzai’s book, I Am Malala: The Girl 
Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban, was in charge of the drive. 
“I hope that those who are participating in this drive should not take [their educa-
tion] for granted,” she said. “They should spread the word and get others involved.”

From left: Sophomores Karin Najarian, 
Rosalinda Villa Parra, Sarkine Antonyan, 
and Ani Sarkisyan seal boxes of clothes.

The Hoover STEM* Club 
visited Roosevelt Middle 
School on November 
17 to increase student 
awareness and excite-
ment for science.

It was a day of science 
experiments and fun as 
the high schoolers pre-
sented a demonstration 
experiment and fol-
lowed up with a chro-
matography lab.

Hoover High School 
STEM Club President 
Erin Asadourian coor-
dinated the event with 
Hoover science teach-
ers Linda Tandy and 
Zhenik Avetyan, and 
Roosevelt teachers 
John Carroll and Ken 

Hoover STEM Club members 
mentor Roosevelt students

Marmie. Hoover students presented these lessons in 
all 8th grade science classes to over 320 students.
* Science, Technology, Engineering and Math

Zhenik Avetyan (standing, left) and 
Hoover student Shant Minas-Rojhani 
(standing, right) supervise students, 
Emmanoel Movsesian and Karo 
Karapetyan, with experiment.

Hoover Tornadoes Marching Band are state grand champions
The Hoover Tornado Marching Band (HTMB) is one of the great success stories of the Glendale Unifi ed School District and our 
state. After having been cut for a decade in the early 90’s, the current version of the HTMB is the most decorated in the school’s 86 
years. The 3A band routinely takes down bands outside its classifi cation from 1A through 5A, winning many sweepstakes trophies 
along the way.
The HTMB completed the competitive season on November 21 where they were crowned the 2015 3A Champion of the California 
State Band Championships. They won the captions of music performance, music effect, visual performance, visual effect, percussion 
(the third straight year) and placed third in color guard. The Tornados also won the award for Best Soloist (Kirsten Herrick, Trumpet).
The top three fi nishers in each class (1A-5A) moved on to the grand championships that same night to compete with all size clas-
sifi cations removed. The HTMB won the bronze medal, with the gold, silver, and 4th place fi nishers being monstrous 5A bands. 
Hoover’s score was 93.7. Silver was 93.9; simply an amazing accomplishment for a non-5A band. At grand championships, Hoover 
placed second in the following captions: music performance, visual performance, visual effect, and color guard.

Oh what fun, it is to run!

Roosevelt Middle School had 85 students participate in the 
30th annual Run for Fun race on December 12. This year, 
this 2K race was held at Elysian Park near Dodger Stadium. 
It was a great day for Roosevelt!

Coaches Pete Loaiza, Corina Rodriguez and Noelle O’Brien 
trained and led the team!
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Assistant Principal Roxanne Ouweleen instituted 
a positive behavior program this year at Balboa 
Elementary - students who “get caught going above 
and beyond” get a raffl e ticket. Names are drawn at 
the end of each month and the lucky winners come 
to her offi ce to pick a prize - lunch with her is one of 
the students’ favorite prize.

Balboa principal Dr. Sona Arakelyan said, “This pro-
gram has helped all of Balboa’s administrators to 
build a special relationship with all students, as they 
each look forward to ‘getting caught going above 
and beyond.’”

Balboa kids are caught being good

Right: Mrs. Ouweleen is having lunch with these fi rst grad-
ers as part of their reward for “going above and beyond the 
school expectations for good behavior.”

Right: Exhibit of 
Laura’s ‘Recycandle,’ a 
recyclable candle.
Far right, from left to right: 
Categorical Programs 
Director Travis Collier, 
Givanni Kocharian, Gaine 
Aghavelyan, Emma 
Gonzalez, Andrew Forster, 
Keya Chaudhuri, Josie 
Springer, Amy Forester and 
Asst. Supt. Dr. Kelly King.

Young inventors intrigue, innovate
On November 14, 2015, the Glendale Unifi ed School District GATE Offi ce hosted the 22nd Annual Invention Convention at 
Glendale High School. This exciting event provided an opportunity for GATE students in grades 4-8 to apply their creative 
thinking and problem solving skills to develop inventions and innovations that help resolve everyday challenges.

Seventy-three inventions from 101 inventors were displayed representing the students’ original thinking and investi-
gative skills. The event was a true representation of 21st Century skills in action!

Representing the District Administration was Assistant Superintendent Dr. Kelly King and Director of 
Categorical Programs Travis Collier. Principals, teacher specialists, and teachers from various schools were 
present at the event in support of their school and students.

This year’s judges included engineers and scientists from JPL and the Rotary Club of Glendale who brought 
their expertise as engineers, mathematicians, etc.

Second and third place awardees received appropriate ribbons and fi rst place winners were presented trophies. The win-
ners were presented to the Board of Education at the December 15 meeting.

Congratulations to the winners:

Fifth Grade Winners (39 total entries)
First Place (Tie): Givanni Kocharian Colapietro of Jefferson Elementary School, “Straw Ease”; Emma Gonzalez and 
Gaine Aghavelyan of R.D. White Elementary School, “The Puzzle Piece Menu.” Second Place: Andrew Forster of Keppel 
Elementary School, “The Third Sink.” Third Place (Tie): Amy Forster of Mountain Avenue Elementary School, “The Pack 
Scooter”; Josie Springer and Keya Chaudhuri of Franklin Elementary School, “They Snytch.”

Sixth Grade Winners (25 total entries)
First Place: Hunter Pruett of Toll Middle School, “Drought Ready!” Second Place: Gavi Long, Talia Beuzet, and Aya Baker 
of Verdugo Woodlands Elementary, “Led Fabric.” Third Place: Chris Leventhal and Nikitas Klapsis of Fremont Elementary, 
“The Camp’n Stick.”

Seventh & Eighth Grade Winners (9 total entries)
First Place: Laura Minasian of Toll Middle School, “Recycandle.” Second Place: Julien Owhadi of Rosemont Middle School, 
“The Simple Table.” Third Place: Lori Bodner of Rosemont Middle School, “Lori’s Hot Box Oven.”
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December 3 was Valley View’s Family Game Night. Everyone enjoyed quality time with family and friends as they played 
classic board games, ate snacks, and drank hot chocolate. All games were raffl ed off to those in attendance. Anyone who 
brought a new, unwrapped toy or book for the Annual Toy & Book Drive received a bonus entry in a separate raffl e.

Valley View principal Dr. Brook Reynolds join an 
intense game of Jenga. Twister fun at Game Night.

Dr. Reynolds join in the fun at Valley View’s Family Game Night

Boys enjoying a gripping game of Sorry.

Throughout the course of the week of December 
7 - 11, all Keppel students from kindergarten 
through fi fth grade and all Monte Vista students 
from kindergarten through sixth grade, partici-
pated in the Hour of Code.

Under the tutelage of Media Specialist April Faieta, 
fi fth grade students at Keppel Elementary led the 
younger students through coding lessons while 
Computer Lab assistant Jean Near Ansari and 
parent volunteer Leslie Dickson guided Monte 
Vista students through Star Wars themed tutorials.

The Hour of Code in full force at Keppel, Monte Vista

Left photo: Keppel Principal Kristine Siegal participated in HOC; middle and right photos: fi fth grade 
Keppel students help younger peers.

The Lincoln Dads Club (bottom left) put on another successful annual 
Mother-Son Olympiad on November 13. Mother-and-son pairs com-
pete on teams in a variety of fun events. Events include The Noodle-Can 
Mover (right photo), Hole-in-One Golf, Bean Toss, Obstacle Course, Cup 
Stacker, Balloon Header, and Cookie Muncher.

Lincoln Elementary School dads organize 
Mother-Son Olympiad

The Kiwanis, along 
with the Glendale 
Police Department, 
was at Columbus 
Elementary School 
to teach fi rst grad-
ers about bike 
safety and the 
importance of 
wearing helmets. 
Then they passed 
out helmets to all 
the fi rst graders.

Bike helmets for Columbus 
Elementary first graders

Principal for A Day Desiree Portillo 
Rabinov (front), with Principal Suzanne 
Risse, participate in Hour of Code at 
Monte Vista Elementary.

Monte Vista Girls-on-the-
Run students sell donuts 
at the Crescenta Commons 
with teacher Kristin Pardo for 
their service commitment. 
Over $200 was raised for the 
Pasadena Humane Society.

Monte Vista 
girls group fulfill 
commitment to 
help animals
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Principal for A Day
In partnership with the Glendale 
Educational Foundation, Glendale 
Schools hosted Principal for a Day 
2015 on Tuesday, December 8. 
Representatives from business, indus-
try and organizations were invited to 
take the reins as principal of an ele-
mentary, middle or senior high school. 
Principal for a Day offers “guests” a 
taste of what it’s like to manage the 
complexities of a school campus. They 
also visit classrooms to see teaching 
and learning in action, interact with 
students and staff, and are updated 
on current issues affecting public edu-
cation. Visitors are often challenged 
by using their own management styles 
in actual problem-solving situations. 
They learn quickly that principals and 
other school leaders encounter the 
same problems encountered in their 
own professional lives.

The following are participants’ names, 
name of business or employer, and 
school: (by order of school served)

Principal Dr. Thomas 
Crowther and Sev Ohanian 
at Toll Middle School.

Lt. Bob Zahreddine and 
Principal Carla Walker 
at Marshall Elementary.

Desiree Portillo Rabinov ‘takes’ the 
walking school bus with Monte Vista 
students and families and Principal 
Suzanne Risse.

(1) The Dignity Health Glendale Memorial Hospital employees, doctors, and volunteers cherish the opportunity to bring holiday cheer to 
Cerritos Elementary – their neighborhood school. The hospital purchased gifts for all 436 students, as they consider Cerritos families a vital 
part of their healthcare community. Sonia A. Solin, Director of Marketing, Communications & Media Relations Business Development, said, 

‘Twas a busy month for Cerritos Elementary School

Ken Riedel had a busy day at Jefferson starting 
with jumping jacks and squats at 7:30 a.m., 
on to teaching fi rst graders about loans and 
mortgage, and then moving on to third grade 
for a reading lesson. Before he left, he went on 
the PA system to say goodbye to the Tigers!

Dan Beers, GEF, Balboa; Damion 
Patrick, City of Glendale, Cerritos 
Elementary; Marko Swan, Glendale 
Chamber of Commerce, Clark 
Magnet High; Roberta Currier, 
Retired Corporate Human Relations 
Director, College View; James 
Dougherty, JLK Rosenberger LLP, 
Columbus Elementary; Stephen 
Hekimian, Morgan Stanley, 
Crescenta Valley High; Carolynn 
Lyons, Glendale Federal Credit 
Union, Daily High; Lisa Dupuy, 
Crescenta Valley Chamber, 
Dunsmore Elementary; Jose 
Sierra, Glendale Kiwanis, Edison 
Elementary; Jane Viar, Community 
Volunteer, Franklin Elementary; 
Tyler Longpre, GEF, Fremont 
Elementary; Alberto Ocon, Ocon 
Insurance Agency, Glendale High; 
Sandra Rodriguez, City of Glendale, 
Glenoaks Elementary; Yasmin Beers, 
City of Glendale, Hoover High; Ken 
Riedel, Bank of America, Jefferson 
Elementary; Sona Tatiyants, Lynk 
Law Inc., Keppel Elementary; Dr. 

Sophal Ear, Occidental College, 
La Crescenta Elementary; Corey 
Grijalva, Joselito’s Restaurant, Lincoln 
Elementary; Linda Lee, Charles 
Dunn Co., Mann Elementary; Lt. 
Bob Zahreddine, Glendale Police 
Department, Marshall Elementary; 
Desiree Portillo Rabinov, CV Town 
Council, Monte Vista Elementary; 
Ashley Fernandez, Mountain Avenue 
Elementary; Nancy Farias, 43rd 
District, Muir Elementary; Brent 
Gardner, Glendale Galleria, Roosevelt 
Middle School; Chris Aristo, Crescenta 
Valley Chamber, Rosemont Middle 
School; Sev Ohanian, Movie Producer, 
Toll Middle School; Judith Velasco, 
Verdugo Workforce Investment Board, 
Valley View Elementary; Karen Swan, 
GEF, Verdugo Woodlands Elementary; 
Lady Edwards, GEF, White Elementary; 
and Ana Rose O’Halloran, Antaeus 
Theater, Wilson Middle School.

“We truly look forward to this every year. Our partnership with Cerritos ES 
continues to bloom, and we want to thank Principal Perla Chavez Fritz and 
the entire school community.”
(2) Cerritos Elementary Principal Perla Chavez-Fritz excitedly announced that 
Color-Me-Mine came to Cerritos and students at the school had the opportu-
nity to paint their own ornament! It was a great experience for everyone.
(3) November 20 was Walk for Tech day at Cerritos. Students in grades pre-
school through sixth grade participated in a Walk-a-thon in order to raise 
money for more technology! Cerritos Wildcats are wild about technology 
and has a great time exercising for a great cause.

1

2 3
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The holiday spirit is in the air

Rosemont Middle School administrators and students 
at the Montrose Christmas Parade.

Roosevelt Middle School students at the Montrose 
Christmas Parade.

Mann Cheerleaders and Principal Rosa Alonso made their 
annual appearance in the Montrose Christmas Parade.

The Columbus Choir performed at 
the Glendale City tree lighting cer-
emony under the guidance of Ms. 
Nancy Pozo-Jones.

Valley View’s Talon Singers’ performance on December 8, led by chorus director Lisa Jenks 
(right photo), performed a medley of holiday songs to the theme “Spirit of the Season.” Principal 
Dr. Brook Reynolds read T’was the Night Before Christmas to the students (left photo).

The Lincoln Dads Club and Lincoln Chorus partici-
pated in the Montrose parade. Students rode their 
Lincoln 500 bikes down Montrose Avenue while the 
chorus sang, “Let Us Race, Let Us Race, Let Us Race.”

Clockwise, from top: On December 9, College View had its annual holiday visit from the Glendale 
Police Department. Each student received a stuffed animal and took their picture with Santa and 
his elves. College View’s Refl ections winner, Tro Kosteen, took his picture with all of the offi cers as 
it is his dream to be a police offi cer. A festive Yazzie says Happy Holidays to all!

Parent volunteers Joe and Rebecca Johnson 
in Elizabeth Nakano’s third grade class 
at Monte Vista show the students how to 
make latkes. Later, the class played the 
dreidel game in celebration of Hanukkah.



Staff-O-Gram
Glendale Unified School District     |     Glendale, California “Preparing our students for their future.”

15-16, Issue 5, December 2015Page 7

And we believe that a major shift in an instructional program is both hard work and a long term project. As educators 
we want to implement quickly, we want our efforts to be effective, and we want to feel successful. Our view is that the 
CCSS process will require patience, persistence, and time. We were deeply involved with the shift to the California State 
Standards in the 1980s, and we learned that it took at least fi ve years to align instruction, professional development, 
instructional materials, assessment, and intervention to deliver an effective program. Each element required intense 
effort and hard decisions. This required all employees to commonly commit and work on this goal and support the 
efforts of our classrooms. Two new concepts we hear as part of the CCSS effort are building “grit” and “perseverance” in 
our students so that they can overcome the challenges they encounter in the new curriculum and ultimately in the col-
lege and career world. We believe staff needs those same characteristics to be successful in the transition.

From our long view perspective, it is clear that we’ve all just started down the road to the Common Core. And from our 
experience, we can also share that there were many who said, “This too shall pass.” We choose to believe, with your 
expertise, patience, and persistence, “This too will be a GUSD success story.”

Enjoy the winter break and use it to relax, reenergize, and enjoy family and friends. The long road to success lies ahead.

Supts’ Message, from page 1

Golden Bell, continued from page 1

GUSD administrators at the Franklin table, from left: 
Chief Business and Finance Offi cer Robert McEntire, 
Franklin Principal Vickie Atikian, Human Resources 
Asst. Superintendent Dr. Maria Gandera, FLAG Teacher 
Specialist Ana Jones, and Education Services Asst. 
Superintendent Dr. Kelly King.

science research, computer applications, and the 
digital arts. The program uses technology across 
the curriculum to integrate rigorous, relevant 
academic core instruction 21st century Career 
Technology Education courses in a project-based 
STEAM focus that benefi ts all students.

*Science Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math

The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International is a 
professional honor society 
of key women educators. 
They promote professional 
and personal growth of 
women educators and excel-
lence in education. Beebe 
Nuetzman left an endowment 
to the Alpha Upsilon chapter; 
$20,000 was given to 38 appli-
cants to support the 2015-16 
mini grant program.

Two of the winning recepi-
ents are from Valley View 
Elementary: Lisa Jenks and 
Kathy Barnett.

Representative Pat Rabe presented 
the grant to Jenks and Barnett.

Honor society grant recipients 
are from Valley View

Grant recipients teachers Lisa Jenks 
(left) and Kathy Barnett (right) with 
DKGSI representative Pat Rabe (center).

Pop Scott will turn 100 on January 19, 2016. His family will have a luncheon 
for him and for the teachers who know and have worked with him.

Ken Scott, affectionately known as “Pop Scott,” served as a volunteer grand-
parent reader for Mann and Muir Elementary Schools. He loved reading to 
the kinder through second grade students and they loved him. Always fi nd-
ing a moral in the stories he read, he would  encourage the students to love 
reading and to become the best students they could.

On his 90th and 91st birthdays, Pop Scott went sky diving. According to his 
daughter, Sue, he still talks about making another jump. Mann Elementary 
teacher Karine Armen said, “In 2007, he took me skydiving with his family on his 
91st birthday. It was published in Glendale News Press and the Staff-O-Gram.”

Armen added, “Pop Scott volunteered as the Grandparent Reader for 13 
years. He loved the children and school staff, and he was beloved by them. 
At the end of the year, he would give each second grader a shiny penny as 
a gift. He would tell them, ‘It is just a penny and it is mine, but I am giving it 
as my gift to you to remember me by.’ When he encountered students in later 
years, they would say, ‘Hi Pop Scott, I still have my shiny penny!’”

Volunteer reader, Pop Scott, spirited centenarian

Pop Scott and Karine Armen. This photo was 
taken in 2007 during their skydiving trip.
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December
18 Gr. 7-12: Student 

Holiday, Teachers on 
Duty

12/21 - 1/6 Winter Recess, 
Teachers & Students

12/24 - 1/1 Winter Recess, 
District Offi ces Closed

January
11 Poetry Out Loud 

Competition, Board 
Room, 4 p.m.

12 Board of Education 
Meeting, Admin. Bldg., 
6 p.m.

18 District Holiday, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day

21 Middle School Spelling 
Bee, Admin. Bldg., 7 
p.m.

23 Clark Magnet High 
School Open House, 
11 a.m.

February
2 Board of Education 

Meeting, Admin. Bldg., 
6 p.m.

4 Character & Ethics 
Awards Ceremony, 
Admin. Bldg., 5:30 p.m.

8 District Holiday, Lincoln 
Day

15 District Holiday, 
Washington Day

16 Board of Education 
Meeting, Admin. Bldg., 
6 p.m.

25 Hoover High School 
Open House, 6 p.m.

25 Glendale High School 
Oratorical

Tamarind pods are FFVP’s Fall pick
The Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) was in action at Mann and Marshall 
Elementary Schools. The aim of the FFVP is to introduce Glendale Uunifi ed School District 
(GUSD) students to unique and exotic fresh fruits and vegetables to help them create 
healthier eating habits.  On November 16, 2015, the unique FFVP pick was the tamarind 
fruit, a bean-shaped pod with a cinnamon colored, brittle external shell and a sticky 
fl esh. Two Nutrition Services representatives, Intern Jasmine Tom and Consultant Romina 
Atayan, set out to launch the tamarind at Mann and Marshall Schools.

The students at Mann were hesitant at fi rst because they thought the fruit looked “brown 
and gross.” After telling the students that these pods originate all the way from Africa 

Above: Tamarind pods. Right: 
Students were polled to see how 
popular the tamarind was.

and that its sticky fl esh tasted like sour candy, they became 
intrigued and decided they would try it.

Majority of the students ended up really loving the tama-
rind. Some of the students stated that they recognized the 
tamarind from the chili candies that they enjoy and the 
tamarind hibiscus juice that their mothers make at home, 
but that they had never tried it fresh from the pod.

The TK students in Mrs. Medina’s class at Marshall were 
also hesitant to try the tamarind pods at fi rst, but after 
Mrs. Medina and Romina demonstrated how to peel the 
pods, pull off the strings, and eat the fl esh, they were 
immediately interested. They described its taste as similar 
to Sour Patch Kids candy. Some of the students kept asking 
for more and some said that they would try it again!

Still, some of the students thought it was too sour. 
According to Mrs. Medina’s tally at the end of the lesson, it 
was a tie. Overall, it was a successful day in introducing our 
GUSD students to a new and exciting FFVP pick.

Explore the Ice 
Age at EEELP’s 
Winter Camp

The Early Education and Extended 
Learning Program is offer-
ing winter camp sessions from 
December 21, 2015 through 
January 6, 2016, at four locations: 
Cerritos, Columbus, Muir, and 
Valley View Elementary Schools.

See attached fl yer for details.

On December 4, the 6th graders at 
Fremont Elementary participated 
in decorating bags for #lunchbag. 
The idea behind this nationwide 
grassroots movement, dubbed 
Hashtag Lunchbag, is simple: 
Gather a group of your friends to 
pack lunches, pass those lunches 
out to people living on the streets 
of your neighborhood, and then 
document your efforts on Twitter, Facebook, or Instagram to inspire others to do the 
same. Under the guidance of a generous parent, Mr. Dominic Cabalo, students created 
beautiful and inspirational bags to be fi lled with lunches at a later time. It was a wonder-
ful way to continue kindness during the holiday season.

Movement teaches students to spread kindness

SAVE THE DATE
Winter Teachers’ Academy

Classes offered in Math, ELA, Technology, 
Academic Language Development, Inclusion 
and Universal Design for Learning and a 
special session for Special Education teachers

Thursday, January 28, 2016• 
3:30pm-5:00pm• 
Wilson Middle School• 
Voluntary for all staff• 
Watch for Sign-Up Email after the holidays• 

First Come, First Served


