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Coming out of retirement to take on the Co-Interim Superintendent position has 
proven, so far, to be an amazing experience for us. Having the opportunity to 
serve and to help in whatever ways we can to assist the school district in doing 
the complex work that goes into educating our community’s children is an honor.  
The Glendale Unifi ed School District is a great school district. Even in the short 
time we have been here, it is clear that all the components are in place that 
makes a school district great. So, what makes a great school district?

A great school district always starts with its community. The district is anchored 
in Glendale, which is a vibrant town with a strong identity. There is an energy 
here that one feels the moment they arrive. Things work here and people work 
together. The foundation of this, of course, is the people that live here including 
our students, our parents, and our community members.

A great school district is made up of a great staff -- the teachers, administrators, 
and the classifi ed staff. Every single person who works in this district that we 
have interacted with is clearly committed to going beyond what is expected 
to what is necessary to serve the learning needs of our students. You all are a 
remarkable group of educators and you make the school district great.

A great school district does great things in the best of times and in the worst of times. 
We have just come out of the worst fi scal crisis since the great depression. Yet, the 
district and the community continued to support innovative programs for our students. 
And, they provided support through Measure S to make sure that our facilities match 
the instructional excellence provided our students in their classrooms.

A great school district takes advantage of change. We 
are in the midst of a new funding model for schools 
(LCFF - Local Control Funding Formula), new planning 
models (LCAP - Local Control Accountability Plan), new 
state standards (CCSS - Common Core State Standards) 
and new state assessments (SBAC - Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium). The integration of all of these 
new things into the core values of the district is being 
done in an artful and careful manner. These changes 
bring many challenges and disruptions. How you all 
are handling this, staying true to what is important for 
our students while making the effort necessary to do 
all of these new things, is characteristic of a great staff 
which makes the district great.

A great school district has strong leaders. During 
the course of our careers, prior to coming to GUSD, 
we have worked with many boards of education, 
school principals, assistant principals, district offi ce 
administrators, and school district leaders. This district 
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On October 14, 2015, 
representatives from Glendale 
Unifi ed School District (GUSD) 
attended the 1st California 
International Spanish Academies 
(ISA) networking meeting in 
Whittier, California.

Representatives from all of 
GUSD’s ISA schools (Edison 
Elementary, Franklin Elementary, 
and Toll Middle School) 
attended the meeting. At the 
event, Muir Elementary Principal 
Juanita Shahijanian signed an 
offi cial ISA agreement making 
Muir part of the ISA network.

GUSD now has four schools 
recognized as an ISA school, 
forming an even stronger 
partnership with the Spanish 
Consulate of Los Angeles.

Muir is newest ISA 
school in the District

From left to right: Mr. José Ignacio Sánchez, 
Education Attaché, Spanish Consulate of 
Los Angeles; Ms. Juanita Shahijanian, Muir 
Principal; Ms. Maria Fabre, Educational 
Advisor, Spanish Consulate of Washington 
DC; Ms. Patty Anderson, FLAG Spanish 
Teacher Specialist, GUSD; Ms. Sherry Kully, 
Coordinator Student Services, GUSD; Mr. 
Josu Baqué, Assistant Technical Advisory, 
Spanish Consulate, Los Angeles; and Ms. 
Teresa Pedraz, Educational Advisor, Spanish 
Consulate, Los Angeles.

Maria Fabre (left) and Juanita Shahijanian 
(right).
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is great because it has a committed board who cares deeply for the students of our communities, administrators who 
are highly trained and work tirelessly for our schools, and a district leadership team that is unparalleled in their work 
ethic, skill sets, and ability to manage the complexities of this large school district.

And, while we mentioned this above, it is worth repeating that a great school district has great teachers. Teachers 
do the core work of a district. They teach and take care of our children as if they were their own. Glendale teachers 
clearly represent the best of their profession and this community is fortunate to have them here.

We are fortunate to have come out of retirement to spend a little time in a great school district! Thank you all for all 
you do on behalf of the students of the great Glendale Unifi ed School District.

~ Dr. Joel Shawn & Dr. Marc Winger

School District, from page 1

On Thursday, October 15, Clark students celebrated Ada Lovelace 
Day—an international celebration of the achievements of women in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).

Clark teacher Fred Blattner, who organized the event, said, “We 
think it is vital that students be educated about opportunities in 
STEM, particularly female students.” Two distinguished speakers, 
Jessica Bowles-Martinez from JPL, and Yogita Shah from the 
Aerospace Corp., spoke to over 200 students in a special 
assembly about how their interest in engineering was sparked. 
They also discussed their current projects and took questions 
from students.

Ada Lovelace was the daughter of poet Lord Byron and is credited 
with developing an algorithm, making her one of the fi rst 
computer programmers and a legend in the world of STEM.

Devon Taylor, an Environmental Geographic 
Information Science student at Clark Magnet High 
School, was invited to present his work on rockfi sh 
habitat suitability modeling at the ESRI* Ocean 
GIS** Forum in Redlands, CA on November 5.

Speaking to an audience of ocean scientists and 
GIS professionals, Taylor impressed the room 
with his project using the Benthic Terrain Modeler 
extension of ArcGIS to predict where species of 
mid to deep water rockfi sh would be found within 
his study area off Santa Barbara. He processed a 
combination of multibeam and side scan sonar 
data to create a ranked classifi cation of terrain 
suitable for his target fi sh.

ESRI Chief Scientist Dawn Wright said that his talk 
was “an inspiration,” and Caitlyn Raines, Maritime 
Project Manager at ESRI, felt that he was doing 
a great job using technology to fi nd solutions to 
authentic real world problems.

The Science Research class contributed to the 
project by designing and building descending 
devices to safely release fi sh suffering from 
barotrauma after being brought up from depth. 
The class will ground-truth the devices and the 
models on an upcoming fi shing trip.

* ESRI Environmental Systems Research Institute
**GIS Geographic Information Systems

Devon Taylor explains the limitations of 
analyzing data in map viewers versus 
the modeling software provided by ESRI.

Clark student schools seasoned 
scientists on fish behavior

JPL’s Jessica Bowles-Martinez (left) and Aerospace Corp.’s Yogita Shah (right).

Ada Lovelace Day celebration

Seven Crescenta Valley High School Marching Band members 
and two from Glendale High School Marching Band will march 
with the Pasadena Tournament of Roses Honor Band in January. 
There were auditions all across Southern California and these 
seven Falcons and two Dynamiters will represent the District and 
the City of Pasadena.

The CVHS students are: Genevieve Hilburn, bass drum; Grant 
Hilburn, cymbal; Bryce Collard, snare drum; Nolan Stewart, 
trombone; Euri Nam, clarinet; Juri Lee, fl ute; and Brad Davis, tuba.

The Glendale High students are: Jillian Yanai, trumpet and Huriel 
Moreno, trombone.

Nine students from GUSD marching 
bands will perform in January’s 

Tournament of Roses Parade
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High school 
principals had 
a great visit 
and classroom 
walkthrough on 
November 12, 2015 
at Crescenta Valley 
High School. They 
took notes on the 4 
Cs and observed the 
following things:

Critical Thinking: 
Teachers’ follow-up 
questions were 
deep in DOK 2-3 
rigor. Students were 
asking questions 
about tone and 
fi gurative language, 
showing active 
critical thinking.

Communicat ion : 
Multiple forms of 

Daily High School’s Graphic Arts teacher, Emily 
Goff, along with muralist Roger Dolin, and 
several Daily High School students created 
and installed a mural at Lincoln Elementary 
School. The group is shown above during the 
unveiling on October 23.

Lincoln unveils mural by 
Daily students

Above, AP Euro students dressed as enlighten-
ment figures tell Hoover Principal Dr. Jennifer 
Earl about themselves. Then, AP Spanish students 
compare/contrast Bolivian/Guatemalan indig-
enous cultures.

CVHS hosts this year’s high school 
principals’ walkthrough

classroom communication were observed (i.e., student-to-student, 
teacher-to-students, student-to-teacher, student recording 
self, and refl ecting). Classroom organization and activities were 
emphasized and facilitated communication. Several student-
versus-teacher talk were observed.

Creativity: Costumes, drawings and food were seen in multiple rooms 
showcasing student creativity and active engagement in learning.

Collaboration: Classroom organization and activities emphasized 
and facilitated collaboration. Students working in groups in multiple 
rooms, with accountability for productive work built in. Teachers 
served as facilitators or student interaction and collaboration. Lots of 
student talk and work.

Dr. Jennifer Earl, Hoover High School principal; Dr. Monica Makiewicz, 
Glendale High School principal, Dr. Rene Valdes, Daily High School 
principal, and Dr. Deb Rinder, Education Services Executive Director 
were present visiting and providing feedback.

Toll hosted it’s 
second Dash of 
the Titans on 
November 4. 
“Toll students 
had a great time 
as they dashed 
through obsta-
cle courses and 
raised money 
for programs, 
fi eld trips and all 
things Toll!” said 
Asst. Principal 
Jennifer De 
Ladurantey. Photo courtesy of Curtis Shih’s Photography class students.

Toll raises funds with annual Dash of Titans

Two of GUSD’s high school students were honored 
on November 10 with the Tom Miller Award.

Mary Kalfayan (left photo), from Hoover, and 
Wade King (right photo) from Glendale High 
School, were both recognized at a luncheon held 
at Glendale Memorial Hospital for their commit-
ment to education and community service. Tom 
Miller’s widow, Susanne Whatley Miller, joins the 
winners in both photos above.

Tom Miller Award presented 
to two GUSD students

Meet the greatest athletes in the 
Foothills

Dr. Pestonji (left) and Dr. 
Puccio (right) are ready for 
the Rosemont Staff vs 8th 
Graders Basketball Game!

Every year, the Rosemont faculty plays the 
eighth grade students in basketball. This year, 
the faculty had two ringer s , Asst.  Principals Dr. 

Adriana Pestonji and 
Dr. Sebastian Puccio. 
Needless to say, the kids 
took down the mighty 
powerhouses! Way to 
go Spartans!
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Students from Valley 
View Elementary 
competed in the 

On November 5, 2015, Franklin had their annual Veteran’s Day Assembly. 
Veterans were honored with recognition and certifi cates.
The assembly is student run; the Student Council President reads the name 
and a brief biography of each veteran. Some of the veterans were from 
Franklin families and community members and some were from Glendale 
Post 127.
The assembly included two students playing the Star Spangled Banner on their 
violins and several students in fi fth and sixth grades reading poems and essays.

Nathan Pang (left) 
and Daniel Yun (right) 
are hopeful the robot 
completes its mission. Left to right: Quinn Deitch, 

Calliope Araz, and Elizabeth 
Goethals anxiously watch their 
robot complete a course.

First Lego League (FLL) qualifying tournament 
on November 14, 2015 at Longden Elementary 
School in Temple City. The fourth, fi fth, and sixth 
graders developed a solution about trash and 
programmed an autonomous robot to score 
points on a themed playing fi eld, all while focusing 
on positive teamwork and problem solving.

Robotics team tussle with 
peers in robotic competition

Sixth graders at Mountain Avenue Elementary School became famous leaders, artists, authors, entertainers, and athletes 
at their annual Wax Museum. Students read multiple sources to research their person of interest and wrote an informative 
speech. For the museum, they dressed as their biographical character and remained frozen like a statue until a visitor 
"activated" them with a specifi c keyword. The talented sixth graders spent the morning sharing accomplishments and 
noteworthy facts with the entire student body. It was a unique opportunity for them to put their public speaking skills to 
use and to teach other students as well as adults.

Famous leaders brought to life as wax figures

Jacob Weingarten as Jerry West of 
LA Lakers fame.

Elizabeth Hernandez as Frida Kahlo, 
Mexican painter of self-portraits.

Brock Cary as Stan Lee of Marvel 
Comic Books.

Rowan FitzGerald as Steve 
Jobs of Apple Corporation.

Veterans honored and remembered in annual Franklin event

Proud student Gabrielle Magnetta (center) is fl anked by uncle, US Navy Master Chief Michael 
Magnetta (left), who has served 29 years and is still on active duty, and dad, US Navy Petty 
Offi cer Second Class Tom Magnetta (right), who served eight years.

All of R.D. White's third grade students participated in a Math 
Lab Day on November 5. Students rotated to six different third 
grade classrooms as R.D. White's teachers presented math les-
sons from the GEMS/Open Source material provided at the 
District Professional Development Day.

The students started in their homeroom classroom and rotated 
every 30 minutes. Then, the students and their teachers had 
lunch on the lawn. It was a day of collaboration, communica-
tion, critical thinking and creativity.

R.D. White Elementary School third 
graders participate in Math Lab Day
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The PTA and Glenoaks Elementary School Foundation raised nearly 
$40,000 together to purchase a badly needed playground equipment for 
the students! The offi cial ribbon cutting was on November 9 complete 
with the selection of a student who won the opportunity to take the 
Offi cial First Ride in front of the student body!

Above, students test their new playground set. Below, the happiest and biggest kid on 
the playground.

Glenoaks PTA and Foundation made new 
playground equipment possible

Glendale Clean and Beautiful holds an “I 
Love My Neighborhood”  poster contest 
every year that addresses themes relating 
to graffi ti and litter prevention, increasing 
neighborhood pride, and encouraging com-
munity recycling. They are entering their 
23rd-year anniversary of the annual event. 

Last year, Valley View student Steven Carris 
was the third place winner.

As part of the award for coming in as one of 
the top winners of the poster contest, a tree 
is planted at their school in their honor.

Bill Mckinley, City of Glendale Parks 
Services Manager, planted Steven’s tree on 
November 4 at Valley View.

Steven Carris (middle) shaking hands with Valley 
View Principal Dr. Brook Reynolds (right) while Bill 
McKinley (left) looks on.

Valley View 
Elementary’s fami-
lies donated over 
1200 food items for 
the Healthy Start 
Food Drive. Last 
year, the school 
donated more food 
items than any 
other elementary 
school in the dis-
trict. “We strive to 
continue this tradi-
tion,” said teacher 
Vie Nazarian.

Another successful food drive fulfilled by Valley View families

Tree planted in honor of 
poster contest winner
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GUSD had a fantastic Red Ribbon Week during the week of October 26 through October 29, 2015. Students received 
stickers and pencils refl ecting this year’s theme of “Respect Yourself. Be Drug-Free,” supplied by the PTSA and Student 
Support Services. The offi ce of Assemblyman Mike Gatto donated posters, certifi cates and bookmarks for all schools.

All sites participated with a variety of activities including students signing pledges to be drug-free, designing posters 
and decorating doors, and dress-up days themed to remind students to make healthy choices and turn their backs on 
drugs. Some examples of other types of activities that took place were daily bulletin announcements with facts and myths 
about drugs, smoking and e-cigs (Clark Magnet HS); asking special questions each day and students decorating individual 
paper ribbons with their ideas of how to choose to be healthy (Lincoln Elementary); having students compose a haiku on 
the theme with the principal choosing a different haiku to be read each day during morning announcements (Glenoaks 
Elementary); and grade level appropriate topics discussed in all classrooms from TK to Grade 6 (Valley View Elementary).

Many schools also had assemblies and several invited a police offi cer to speak. Schools took the opportunity to advertise 
Hoover High School’s Tobacco-Use Prevention Education Parent Education program. Glenoaks Elementary also provided 
parents with a list of online resources regarding Red Ribbon Week and how to support their children in making healthy 
life choices. GUSD would like to thank the Glendale Police Department for their support as well as all staff members 
district-wide who made this week a meaningful experience for our students and their families.

Lessons in drug-free living had GUSD students seeing red

To support the Red Ribbon Week observance at Balboa, members of 
Glendale Police Department and Glendale Fire Department came to read 
for students and to talk to them about healthy living and making positive 
choices. Every class had a special guest with many powerful messages. It 
was a very memorable day on October 28 for Balboa students and staff. A 
special thanks goes to Offi cer Joe Allen from GPD who assisted the princi-
pal, Dr. Sona Arakelyan, in coordinating and making this incredible event 
possible and successful.

Keppel Elementary School Balboa Elementary School

Monte Vista students celebrated Red Ribbon Week withCrazy Hair 
and Socks Day!

Monte Vista Elementary School

R.D. White Elementary 
School

Maximus, White’s mascot, arriving 
in Mr. Bill Card’s red convertible VW 
Bug in honor of Red Ribbon Week.

Toll Middle School

Toll Middle School students signing a pledge 
to remain drug-free.

Roosevelt observed Red Ribbon Week with a 
poster and door contest. The top 5 poster winners 
(l to r): 5th place Wendy Orozco, 4th place Mineli 
Karapeteyan, 3rd place Daisy Pugazhenthi, 2nd 
place Kahlia Vasquez and 1st place Audrey Kuehl. 
Rooms 5104-Hartooni (left) and 1201-Hamdan 
(right), tied in the door decorating contest.

Roosevelt Middle School



Staff-O-Gram
Glendale Unified School District     |     Glendale, California “Preparing our students for their future.”

15-16, Issue 4, November 2015Page 7

November
23-27 Thanksgiving 

Recess, Teachers & 
Students

30 Community Outreach 
Meeting (ORG Project), 
Fremont ES, 6:30 p.m.

December
5 Montrose Christmas 

Parade
8 Principal for A Day
15 Board of Education 

Meeting, Admin. Bldg., 
6 p.m.

18 Student Holiday/
Teachers on Duty, 
Grades 7-12

12/21 - 1/6 Winter Recess, 
Teachers & Students

January
11 Poetry Out Loud 

Competition, Board 
Room, 4 p.m.

12 Board of Education 
Meeting, Admin. Bldg., 
6 p.m.

18 Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day

21 Middle School Spelling 
Bee, Admin. Bldg., 7 
p.m.

23 Clark Magnet High 
School Open House, 
11 a.m.

Marshall Elementary 
School student 
Anahit Sukiasyan 
won the 2015 “I Love 
My Neighborhood” 
Contest sponsored 
by Glendale Clean 
and Beautiful. A tree 
was planted in the 
Marshall Courtyard 
in her honor. 
In addition, her 
beautiful drawing of 
Brand Library is on 
display in the City 
of Glendale.

Marshall Elementary student is 
poster contest winner

Columbus teachers kick off Tech Trek Jog-A-
Thon to raise money for Technology

On November 2, Fremont Elementary, in coordination 
with the YMCA of the Foothills, collected candy for 
the Healthy Halloween Candy Drive to send to our 
troops overseas.

Students were given the opportunity to bring in their 
extra candy from trick or treating on Halloween. 
Parent volunteers weighed their bags of candy. For 
each pound, the students received a raffl e ticket to 
win a beautiful new bike. Total candy collected was 
335 lbs.! First grader Zoe Gibson won the grand prize.

On November 3, representatives 
from the Kiwanis Club and 
Glendale Police Department 
came to Muir Elementary School 
to distribute helmets to all 119 
fi rst graders and to talk about 
bike and pedestrian safety.

Below, candy collected for 
troops. Right, Zoe Gibson.

Fremont students send their 
Halloween candies to troops

Bike helmets for 
first graders

Above, Valley View entries on 
display. Right, Keppel red carpet 
attendees: Kristine Siegal, Keppel 
principal; Mona Johnson, dis-
trict PTA Council president; Lerna 
Amiryans, Keppel PTA President; 
Steve Kim, PTA Refl ections Chair 
and Seri Kim, student.

Schools head off PTA Reflections Art Contest celebrations
Valley View and Keppel 
Elementary School students 
who participated in the PTA 
Refl ections Art Contest were 
honored in many categories at 
their respective schools. 

Valley View had approximately 
108 entries in four of the art 
categories: Film, Photography, 
Literature, and Visual Arts.

Valley View’s PTA held a 
Refl ection’s Showcase on 
Thursday November 5 and Keppel 
on October 21.

The fi rst place winners at each 
of the schools will go on to 
compete at the district level.

PTA will recognize the winners from 
all schools at the February 2 and 16, 
2016 Board of Education Meetings.


