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Message from the Interim Superintendent
Dear Colleagues,

Welcome back to the 2015-2016 academic 
year. As we begin this new year, we are 
happy to welcome many new faces. For 
one, I am delighted to return to the District 
as your Interim Superintendent while the 
Board of Education is involved in the search 
for a new Superintendent which should 
be completed next month. As many of 
you know, I served for 25 years as Deputy 
Superintendent and the opportunity to 
return has been a delight. I want to thank 
you for the warm reception I have received. 
It is good to be with you again.

In addition to new faces replacing those 
staff members who resigned or retired, we 
have many new teachers as a result of the 
District’s action to reduce the average class size form 26 to 1 down to 24 to 1 
at the elementary school level. While this undertaking results in a real financial 
challenge and the rearranging of many last minute student and teacher assign-
ments, it will lead to better teaching and learning opportunities.

The year ahead will be shaped by our continuing efforts to improve student 
achievement and maintain a safe learning environment. Your accomplishments 
in reaching this goal have been outstanding. For one thing, the results of the 
soon-to-be published state testing program will certainly bear this out. Our stu-
dents did exceedingly well. The successes of our school district has been made 
possible by the monumental efforts of all our employees. Whether you work in a 
classroom, an office or in the field, your activity is important and contributes to 
our success.

Let me close on a personal note. I did not seek the important position I hold. 
However, now that the mantle of leadership has been passed to me, I intend 

to carry out my responsibilities with all the energy, 
enthusiasm, and integrity that I have. This is not a 
time for standing still; this is a time for moving for-
ward. By all of us working together, we can pave the 
way for the District to have what our children need 
and deserve. Best wishes to all of you in the year 
ahead.

Sincerely,
Donald W Empey, Ed.D
Interim Superintendent

Superintendent’s 
Search - Update

On June 24, 2015, McPherson 
and Jacobson, LLC was selected 
to assist the Board of Education 
in identifying and screening 
candidates for the position of 
Superintendent of Schools.

Stakeholder Group Input meet-
ings were conducted on July 
9, July 22, and July 28, 2015 
facilitated by our consultants, 
Mr. William Huyett, Mr. Edward 
Velasquez, and Mr. Ben Johnson. 
Community meetings were also 
held in the evening on those days 
to solicit input on the qualities of 
the new superintendent. Six (6) 
“call out” to parents and four (4) 
“call out” to staff were sent notify-
ing staff and parents of the com-
munity meetings and referring 
them to the GUSD website for 
more information. All parent “call 
outs” were translated, as well.

On July 10, 2015, a link to an 
online stakeholder input survey 
was posted on the GUSD web-
site in four languages (English, 
Spanish, Armenian, and Korean) 
and a districtwide email was sent 
to staff with the link of the survey. 
The closing date to complete the 
online survey was extended to 
August 9, 2015.

In the July 13 and July 27, 2015 
issue of EdCal, an advertise-
ment on the position opening 
was placed. EdCal is a weekly 
newspaper published by the 
Association of California School 
Administrators (ACSA) and mailed 
to all ACSA members.

It is anticipated that finalists for 
the position will be determined 
on August 18, 2015 with inter-
views to follow later in the month 
or the beginning of September.

Our thanks to those who partici-
pated in the stakeholder meetings 
and to those completing the survey.

The Glendale Unified School District Board of 
Education re-organized to their current positions on 
the July 14 Board Meeting.

The board members thanked Gregory Krikorian for his 
service and welcomed Christine Walters as the suc-
ceeding president of the GUSD Board of Education.

Board of Education Annual 
Rotation Rites

GUSD Interim Superintendent Dr. Donald 
Empey.

File photo: Glendale News Press
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The Glendale Unified School District is pleased to announce the opening of the new College View School! On Tuesday, 
August 4, 2015, a ribbon cutting ceremony was held to celebrate the completion of the new 2-story, 15-classroom 
building, inclusive of a therapy gym and therapy pool. The first floor, comprised of over 37,000 square feet and 9 
classrooms, will be used for the College View program. The second floor, comprised of over 14,000 square feet and 6 
classrooms, will house the Verdugo Academy and Jewel City programs, with extra space for future educational programs.

The ribbon cutting ceremony was very well attended with representatives from Glendale Community College, Glendale 
Police Department, past board members, Foothill SELPA, and others. Guests were invited to tour the spacious building, 
meet Yazzie, a full-size sculpture of the school’s mascot giraffe, and stay for refreshments.

In addition to the work at College View, Planning and Development has had a very busy summer. Staff has actively been 
working on improving Glendale schools and doing their part in preparing students for a bright future. The new 16-class-
room building at Franklin Elementary has come a long way over the summer and is on schedule to be completed by 
January 2016. The Overcrowding Relief Grant (ORG) projects, which are 50% state funded, are underway at Balboa and 
R.D. White Elementary Schools, as well as Hoover and Glendale High Schools.

College View School re-opens new building with ribbon 
cutting ceremony

One of many other projects by Planning & Development, Franklin 
Elementary School construction as of August 4, 2015.College View’s therapy pool.

Past board member Mary Boger, who 
flew in from Massachusetts to be at this 
ceremony, delivered a very heartfelt, 
passionate, and impactful message. 
At some point during her speech, she 
read a letter from a parent on what it’s 
like to have a special needs child.

Left: Mary Boger, College View 
PTA board member Amy Rogers, 
her son Soren, and College View 
principal Jay Schwartz cut the 
ceremonial ribbon.
Top: Way-finding color stripes 
will help students learn to navi-
gate their way around their 
campus.

Meet Yazzie! This giraffe 
was created especially 
for College View by 
the Disney Imagineers. 
Yazzie occupies a 
prominent place in the 
hallway.
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August
7 GUSD SB 1193 Day
10 School Opening Day
18 Board of Education Meeting, 

Admin. Bldg., 7 p.m.

September
1 Board of Education Meeting, 

Admin. Bldg., 6 p.m.
4 Student Holiday: Students/

Teachers Not in Attendance
7 Labor Day Holiday
15 Board of Education Meeting, 

Admin. Bldg., 6 p.m.

The installation of a new phone 
system in the District Office 
took place on August 5, 2015.

As of August 6, 2015, callers 
are required to add a “1”  in 
front of the previous extension 
numbers. For example, exten-
sion “123” is now “1123.” The 
only extension that has not 
changed is “0” for the opera-
tor. The main phone number 
for the building, 818-241-3111, 
remains the same, as well.

New and 
improved phone 

system
Dr. Cynthia McCarty is the new director for Human Resources. For the 
past year, Dr. McCarty was the assistant director for Categorical Programs 
and prior to that, she served GUSD as an elementary principal since 
2007. She attended California State University, Northridge (CSUN) for her 
bachelor’s degree, California State University, Los Angeles (CSULA) for 
her master’s degree, and University of Southern California (USC) where 
she earned her doctorate degree. Dr. McCarty brings over 22 years of 
educational background to her new position and is excited about this 
opportunity.

Dr. Thomas Crowther is the new principal at Toll Middle School. Dr. 
Crowther spent the past 15 years in Burbank Unified School District where 
he began his teaching career and progressed to the level of high school 
assistant principal. He attended CSULA for his bachelor’s degree, Azusa 
Pacific University for his master’s degree, and USC where he received his 
Doctorate in Education. Dr. Crowther is enthusiastic about this opportu-
nity to serve the students and staff at Toll.

Dr. Sona Arakelian is the new principal at Balboa Elementary School. Dr. 
Arakelian was the assistant principal at Wilson Middle School. She joined 
the GUSD family in 2008 as assistant principal at Toll Middle School. Since 
then, she has helped Roosevelt Middle School as they underwent their 
contruction. She has also worked with Wilson Middle School teachers 
to implement the new Common Core State Standards across all subject 
areas. Dr. Arakelyan earned her bachelor’s degree at USC, her master’s 
degree at National University, and doctorate degree at USC. She is very 
much looking forward to working with Balboa Elementary School stu-
dents, staff, and parents.

Daniel DiMundo is the new principal at Glenoaks Elementary School. Mr. 
DiMundo was the assistant principal at R.D. White Elementary School for 
the past two years. He came to GUSD in 2007 as a sixth grade teacher 
at Monte Vista Elementary School after a successful career in Northern 
California. He was promoted to teacher specialist in 2010 and worked 
at Edison, Cerritos, and Lincoln Elementary schools in this capacity. His 
enthusiasm for learning, compassion, and determination makes him 
an excellent addition to the Glenoaks staff. Mr. DiMundo will begin to 
reacquaint himself to Glenoaks as the majority of his family members 
attended Glenoaks when they were students in Glendale. Please welcome 
Mr. Daniel DiMundo as the new principal of Glenoaks Elementary School.

Dr. Brook Reynolds is the new Principal at Valley View Elementary. Dr. 
Reynolds comes to the GUSD family with fourteen years of administrative 
experience in Arcadia Unified School District. He attended Azusa Pacific 

New and re-assigned District 
administrators

University where he earned his Bachelor of Arts, Master in Science and Arts, and his Doctorate in Education degrees. 
He brings a wealth of knowledge to this position and we wish him success at Valley View.

Jaclyn Scott, new principal of Mountain Avenue Elementary School, was the assistant principal at Rosemont Middle 
School. Ms. Scott has been a member of the GUSD family for 17 years. She began her career with the District in 1998 
as a teacher at Muir Elementary. After seven years as a classroom teacher, she served as a teacher specialist for five 
years. In 2010, Ms. Scott was promoted to elementary assistant principal. Two years later, the District took advantage 
of her primary knowledge and asked her to lead the Early Education and Extended Learning Program. Ms. Scott 
has served as assistant principal at Rosemont during two past two years. She is very excited to be returning to her 
elementary roots and is looking forward to supporting Mountain Avenue.

Kristine Siegal, Keppel Elementary School’s new principal, was transferred from Glenoaks Elementary School where 
she served for six years. Ms. Siegal joined the GUSD family in 1990 as a teacher at Muir Elementary School. During 
her years in Glendale, she has been a curriculum coach, teacher specialist, and a coordinator of teacher induction 
and BTSA. Ms. Siegal is very excited about joining the Keppel family as their new principal.

Lisa Kaprielian takes on the role of assistant principal at R.D. White Elementary School beginning on the 2015-2016 
school year. Ms. Kaprielian has been with GUSD since 2000, most recently as a teacher specialist. She attended 
CSUN, where she earned her Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees, as well as her Administrative Credential. 
Lisa is a great addition to the R.D. White family and looks forward to this new opportunity.


