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News from the Superintendent’s Office
Second semester and 2015 started off with lots of great accomplishments 
and highlights for the GUSD. The District was well represented by our amaz-
ing students in the Tournament of Roses Parade: Glendale High School’s (GHS) 
Dance Team, under the direction of Ms. Kelly Palmer, kicked off the New Year 
by opening the parade stunning a worldwide audience with their routines and 
enthusiasm; four students from Crescenta Valley High School (CVHS) and GHS 
performed in the Tournament of Roses Honors Band; and a CVHS student was 
selected to be part of the Special Olympics World Games float. We are all very 
proud of their accomplishments.

R.D. White is turning 100 years old
For the past 100 years, Richardson D. White 
Elementary school has been providing students in 
the Glendale community with rigorous and high 
quality education. The school opened in 1915 at 
a total cost of $13,670 dollars. The school opened 
under the name Doran Street School, at first with 
two classroom teachers and a principal. In 1925, 
the original four-room, wooden building was 
destroyed by fire. The school was rebuilt with addi-
tional acres added and renamed in honor of then 
Superintendent Richardson D. White, who was 
superintendent from 1913-1921 and 1931-1936.
Today, R D. White Elementary continues to excel as 

The Local Control 
Accountability Plan (LCAP) 
committee has already met 
twice this year and plans to 
meet again on February 24, 
2015; March 31, 2015; April 28, 
2015 to review last years plan 
and make recommendations 
for the 2015-2016 school year.

The committee has increased 
its membership this year with 
a strong focus on parent and 
student participation. It is vital 
to involve all stakeholders in the 
process and Glendale Unified 
School District (GUSD) has uti-
lized the Thoughtexchange 
process to assist with gath-
ering information. The 
Thoughtexchange process is 
a means to gather thoughts 
from all schools, prioritize these 
thoughts and determine needs 
as we move forward in the LCAP 
process. The Thoughtexchange 
results will be shared with the 
LCAP committee on February 
24, 2015.

The collaboration between par-
ents, teachers, staff, students 
and community members is 
valued as we work together for 
the students of GUSD. For more 
information, you can always 
visit the GUSD website at:
www.gusd.net.

LCAP Updates

a superior elementary school and has been recognized as a California Distinguished 
School, National Blue Ribbon School and Title I Achieving School.

Measure S
Construction and improvement projects continue in the GUSD. Currently, the following 
school sites are slated for construction under the Overcrowding Relief Grant (ORG) program: 
R.D. White Elementary, Balboa Elementary, and Verdugo Woodlands Elementary. The GUSD 
has received $22 million in ORG funds, that will be matched utilizing Measure S funds.
Additionally, projects like the Network Operation Center, which will house ETIS and tech-
nological infrastructure for the GUSD, is well underway and expected to be completed this 

year. The College View School project is also making great 
progress. A “topping off” ceremony was held in December to 
mark the completion of the height of the building.
Another project, a new two-story building at Franklin 
Elementary School will also be breaking ground this year. 
Besides these major projects, there are many other large 
maintenance and improvement projects occurring through-
out the GUSD.

The Elementary Report Card Grading Consistency Sub-Committee 
met on January 30 to finalize the first draft of the ELA rubric, 
decide on any Trimester 2 additions to the Grading Consistency 
Packet and to finalize the Skill vs. Application Document. There 
was discussion on the norming process and sharing progress at 
the sites. There was representation K-5.

K-5 Report card committee meets
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The 1st Annual Edison Tech Trek took 
place on December 5, 2014. Edison 
Elementary students raised money for 
their Advanced Technology program in 
the computer lab.

The Edison Tech Trek is similar to a walk-
a-thon. All students walked around a 
track with their class during their recess 
time. Parent volunteers cheered stu-
dents along the way. Students received 
pledges/donations from family members 
for their laps around the school yard.

Edison kids’ successful 
trek for tech funds

Edison principal Carmen Labrecque helps 
‘trekkers’ warm up with stretching exercises.

At the starting line.

Once a month 
the College 
View teachers 
choose the 
student that 
has made the 
most prog-
ress or made 
a significant 
d i f f e r e n c e 
in the class 

The real superheroes are at College View

Superheroes of College View at Student of the Month assembly.

Twenty-seven students from grades 4-6 at 
Jefferson Elementary completed the first eight 
sessions of the CS-First Program (http://www.
cs-first.com/) led by Jefferson sixth grade 
teacher Gagik Galfayan. Having heard about 
this at a recent STEM conference, Mr. Galfayan 
volunteered to start a program at Jefferson. 
They are the only school in GUSD participating 
in this at this time.

CS-First is a free education program developed 
by Google to bring computer science instruc-
tion to any public school that is interested. The 
main focus of the program is coding, divided 
into 5 thematic curricula: game design, fashion, music, art, and story board. Mr. Galfayan decided to select game design 
as their first theme. The students met for eight after-school sessions for a total of 10 hours where they learned how to 
code using the MIT-developed Scratch program. During the eight days, students had to develop their own games using 
the guidelines for each session. Google provided all teacher materials, tutorials and student materials.

Jefferson principal Dr. Marine Avagyan said, “We are thrilled to bring this exciting learning experience to our students and 
are grateful to Mr. Galfayan for his hard work and dedication!”

Students work on writing code for their game (left); they receive certificates for 
successfully  completing their programs (right).

Jefferson class tests Google’s CS-First Program

atmosphere during the past month. These students receive the award 
for reasons such as: made substantial progress in independent feeding 
skills, always comes to school with a smile on their face and ready to par-
ticipate, increased vocalization during circle time, greets students and staff 
when asked, independently sets up materials for class activity, etc.; so the 
improvement and changes in behavior and independent functional living 
skills will help a student to stand out and be recognized.

There are seven recipients each month and along with this celebration, College 
View’s Instructional Leadership Team started Spirit Day to coincide with the 
Student of the Month event. There was Crazy Hair Day, Crazy Hat Day, and 
this past month, Super Hero Day. Every month, the Spirit Award is given to 
class. Teachers involve students and parents in creating stimulating costumes 
or masks to participate each month. It has increased morale significantly.

For years, R.D. White has been known as 
the Home of the Mustangs. They finally got 

R.D. White’s new mascot

a mustang 
m a s c o t 
who made 
his debut 
appearance at  
the January 
flag cer-
emony. The 
mascot was a 
gift from the 
school’s PTA.
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Busy month for Monte Vista Elementary

Hundredth day celebration Fourth graders explore computers
Fourth graders took 
apart a computer and 
saw all the parts and 
pieces inside.

Science Fair 2015

Walking School Bus

Monte Vista has two walk-
ing school buses running 
every Friday ‘picking up’ 
passengers at designated 
stops.

Monte Vista celebrates 100 days of 
school! Primary students participated 
in a variety of activities to help them 
deepen their understanding of 100, place 
value, counting by 10, and development 
of number sense. Students strung neck-
laces with 100 Cheerios grouped by 10’s, 
wrote what they would buy with $100 
and drew and wrote about what they will 
be like when they turn 100! It was a fun 
day for all!

Seventy students grades K-6 participated in Monte 
Vista’s Science Fair. There were very interesting 
entries. The best of all were: Where Do Bugs Come 
From? What Angles Shoot the Farthest? and Who 
Sweats More?
The Most Innovative Award: Cactus Adaptation, 
Electromagnetic Rail Guns and Does Dog Saliva Kill 
Bacteria?
The Most Entertaining Award: Boats Float, How 
Powerful Is the Lego EV3 Robot? The Elephant 
Toothpaste and Electric Cornstarch
The Most Elaborate Award: What Is the Dirtiest 
Object at Monte Vista? In What Do Plants Grow 
Best? Acids of Bases
The Best Use of Scientific Method Award: Artbot, 
Does Cutting Apples with Different Knives Affect 
the Amount of Time It Takes for the Apple to Turn 
Brown? and Conduction Test.

Authors and Illustrators Day

Tim Egan filling a car with characters for a story (left); children stand in 
attention as Oliver Chin reads to them (middle); Mary Ann Fraser cooking 
up a story (right).
Five world-renowned authors and illustrators came to Monte Vista on 
January 28 and presented to classes. Tim Egan (Dodsworth series), biogra-
pher Jeri Ferris, Oliver Chin (Chinese Zodiac adventures), Mary Ann Fraser 
(I.Q the Mouse), and Caldecott award winner Marla Frazee.
The Assistance League has sponsored the authors and illustrators event in 
Glendale for many years. The League enlists the five local authors to read to the 
students. Families can purchase their books after school and the authors sign 
them. All Glendale elementary schools get the opportunity on a rotating basis.

Authors and illustrators, from left to right: Oliver Chin, Tim 
Egan, Mary Ann Fraser, principal Suzanne Risse, Frans Vischer 
and Jeri Chase Ferris, presenting a check for Monte Vista.
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Tournament of Roses student participants, board members 
recognized at January 15 Board Meeting

The Board of Education recognized students who participated in the 2015 
Tournament of Rose Parade at the January 15 Board Meeting.

Glendale High School’s Dance Team was selected to dance at the front 
line, leading the parade down the five-mile route.

In addition, four GUSD students were selected to play in the Pasadena 
City College Tournament of Roses Band, the official Tournament of Roses 
Band since 1930: Genevieve Hilburn (bass drum) from CV High; Elizabeth 
Hwang (color guard) from CV High; Garrett Fritz (trombone) from 
Glendale High; and AJ Simpao (tuba) from Glendale High.

Glendale High School Dance Team with teacher Kelly Palmer.

Tournament of Roses Band players.

Small Engines - Toll Middle 
School’s new CTE course

Toll Middle School’s Small Engines course intro-
duces students to internal combustion gasoline 
engine technology, leading students into an 
understanding and working knowledge of all 
engine systems.This course was added as part of  
the Career Technical Education program.

At the same meeting, in observance of School Board 
Recognition Month, students representing Clark, CV, 
Daily, Glendale and Hoover High Schools presented 
gifts as tokens of appreciation to GUSD’s five Board 
of Education members for their outstanding support 
of our district and their contributions to education. 
During the month of January, the governing board 
of California’s more than 1,000 school district and 
county offices of education are being recognized for 
their commitment to providing quality public educa-
tion to California’s schoolchildren.

Rosemont team remains undefeated
The Rosemont team won their 
third-year victory at the 39th 
Annual Middle School Spelling 
Bee on January 22. The spelling 
bee champion, Anjana Saravanan, 
is also from Rosemont. The 
Toll team followed a very close 
second place.

Soroptimist International of 
Glendale co-sponsored the 
event at the Board Room of the 
Administrative Building. Assistant 
Superintendent for Educational 
Service Lynn Marso introduced 
the spellers and went over the 
rules and regulations with them. 
Elementary Magnet School 
Programs Coordinator Sherry 
Kully was the pronouncer and the 
judges were: Dr. Scott Anderle, Assistant Director, Student Support 
Services; Janel Buhl, Assistant Director, Professional Development; 
Bonnie Gould, Coordinator, Assessment and Evaluation; and Lisa 
Reed, Teacher Specialist, Professional Development.

The following spellers represented their schools:

Roosevelt: Liana Arakelyan; Milkessa Mustafa; Andre Apelacio; and 
Leah Cedula (school champion). Ken Wolcott, Faculty Coordinator.

Rosemont: Abel Lai; Samantha Moore; Sophie Torosyan; and Anjana 
Saravanan (school champion). Jennifer Zimmer, Faculty Coordinator.

Toll: Angela Siapno (school champion); Mary Minasyan; Joanna 
Johnson; and Davit Antonyan. Candace Bratmon, Faculty 
Coordinator.

Wilson: Dhruv Singh; Andrea Guerrero; Shina Kim (school champion); 
and Taleen Amirkhanian. Darren Orchid, Faculty Coordinator.
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Congratulations to Keppel Foreign Language Academy of Glendale (FLAG) Korean dual immersion teacher, Kylie Hwang, 
for winning the Grammy Museum’s Jane Ortner Education Award. This award has been presented over the past four years; 
it honors educators who use music in their curriculum.

As a winner, Hwang will receive two tickets to this year’s Grammy Awards and an admission and transportation scholar-
ship for her class to tour the Museum. Hwang will be presented her award at The Jane Ortner Education Award Luncheon 
on February 8.

When interviewed about her philosophy, Hwang said, “During the past seven years of 
working as a FLAG Korean dual immersion teacher, I have learned that the best way to 
teach target language and content standards in Korean is through meaningful integra-
tion of both into a format that actively engages students.

“In the hope of fulfilling such instruction, I developed theme-based curricula with the 
classroom theme “Broadway Stars in Miss Hwang’s Class.” Each thematic curriculum 
integrates a potentially difficult Science and History/Social Studies unit into a thematic 
musical, which actively involves and motivates the students to use their language. 
Often, when introducing a content unit in Korean, the academic vocabulary is hard to 
grasp, especially as it is not commonly used in ordinary conversation.

“Integrating content with an engaging 
music and musicals has made learn-
ing more accessible to my students 
in the past. They are singing, dancing, 
acting, and performing while immers-
ing themselves in the rich academic 
content vocabulary in target language. 
Music and drama definitely enhance 
my curriculum and make learning 
meaningful and engaging for my 
students.”Kylie Hwang teaching a math lesson in Korean (left) and with her students (right).

Keppel’s Kylie Hwang wins Grammy Award for Educators

Hermine Torabyan, first year 
teacher at Cerritos Elementary 
School, was awarded the Delta 
Kappa Gamma Educational 
Enrichment Grant for $400.

She wanted to have a read-
ing and listening center for 
her K-1st students to instill 
the passion for reading and 
love of books. Torabyan was 
surprised on January 14 when 
presented the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Enrichment Grant in 
front of all her students by the 
Society’s committee.

Torabyan awarded 
educational grant The Kelp Huggers Environmental GIS Team tackled the issue 

of marine debris in the 2014 Lexus Eco Challenge for the Land/
Water competition.

Trash enters our ocean when litter is swept through the streets 
to the storm drains that directly lead to the ocean. Clark 
Magnet High School teacher Dominique Evans-Bye, and her 
team The Kelp Huggers, wanted to spread awareness of the 
harmful effects of trash on marine life, so they took the initia-
tive to reduce the amount of litter in the area.

The team’s goal was to crowd source their project to maxi-
mize the impact and create a culture of marine stewardship 

Evans-Bye’s Kelp Huggers win Lexus Eco Challenge

through the Litterati Movement and social media such as Instagram. They succeeded 
in properly disposing thousands of pieces of litter and getting hundreds involved in 
the Litterati Movement.

The Kelp Huggers spoke at multiple events including the Oceans GIS Forum, GIS Day, 
and the school wide Ocean Defenders presentation about the negative impacts of 
marine debris. In addition, they mentored Wilson Middle School students and encour-
aged them to submit their own Lexus Eco Challenge project. They are now expanding 
their project globally and are hoping to make a lasting impact on the world.”

The team was awarded $10,000 for winning the Land/Water Challenge for the western 
region. They are now competing in the final challenge for up to $30,000 in additional 
grants and scholarships.

Clark Magnet High School 
Kelp Huggers

Winning is not new to Evans-Bye. This is win 
number six out of the eight years the Lexus Eco 
Challenge has been in existence. School, teacher, 
and students’ financial awards now exceed 
$200,000 from Toyota Corporate and Lexus of 
Glendale.

From left: Joan Boudreau (member), 
Dede Weber (grant chairman), 
Hermine Torabyan, Joan Kelly (co-
president), Judy Houlihan (member).
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This year the GUSD participated in the 2015 Great Kindness Challenge. The Great Kindness Challenge is a proactive and 
positive bullying prevention initiative that improves school climate and increases student engagement. Thanks to the 
support of Glendale Memorial, students and staff demonstrated acts of kindness in many different ways. Students wrote 
signs and shared notes and principals even tweeted and posted Facebook messages, all in the spirit of sharing kindness.

Great Kindness Challenge Week at Glendale Schools

Columbus Elementary started their first day of Yellow Ribbon Week 
with a whole-school heart of kindness photo. That’s almost 600 kids 
in the heart!

Students at Lincoln prepare a flash mob dance to perform during Yellow 
Ribbon Week. During morning line-up, singers and dancers surprised 
and entertained all with Kind Hearted Hands. Several students later 
shared past personal bullying experiences and how they ended bully-
ing behavior by providing kindness and support to the targeted person, 
which took away the power inbalance.

Rosemont Middle School don yellow ribbons 
on their wrists to remind everyone to practice 
random acts of kindness.

Toll had activi-
ties planned 
for every day 
of the week; 
the puzzle 
above was 
done on day 2. 
Students filled 
in the pieces 
with their solu-
tions to end 
bullying.

Yellow Ribbon Week was a week 
of spreading kindness and love at 
R.D. White. The week started off 
by creating and sending Wilson 
Middle School a poster of kind-
ness; students also created a 
chain of kindness, and ended the 
week with a fun lunch party.

As part of the Great Kindness Challenge, 
Dunsmore Elementary donated 390 used 
DVDs for the non-profit organization, 
Kidflicks, which creates DVD libraries for chil-
dren’s hospitals all over the country. Students 
and staff also raised funds for the American 
Heart Association by partici-
pating in Jump for Heart. As of 
press time, they have $5800; 
school secretary Christine 
Giannamore said she is not 
done counting.
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February

3 Board of Education 
Meeting, Admin. Bldg., 
Board Room, 6 p.m.

5 Character & Ethics 
Awards Ceremony, 
Admin. Bldg., Board 
Room, 5:30 p.m.

9 Lincoln Day Holiday
16 Washington Day 

Holiday
17 Board of Education 

Meeting, Admin. Bldg., 
Board Room, 6 p.m.

March

3 Board of Education 
Meeting, Admin. Bldg., 
Board Room, 6 p.m.

5 Wilson Middle School 
Open House, 5:15 p.m.

5 Rosemont Middle 
School Open House, 7 
p.m.

11 Franklin Elementary 
School Open House, 6 
p.m.

12 Edison Elementary 
School Open House, 5 
p.m.

24 Board of Education 
Meeting, Admin. Bldg., 
Board Room, 6 p.m.

26 College View School 
Open House, 5:30 p.m.

26 Hoover High School 
Open House, 6 p.m.

Save the date: March 23, 
2015, from 2 to 6 p.m., for 
the Health Fair to be held in 
the Glendale High School 
Gymnasiums. Full biometric 
screenings will be available 
to employees who did not 
participate last year and, 
upon completion, employ-
ees will receive a $100 gift 
card. There will be 350 
spots available.
Employees who had the 
full biometric screening last 
year will be eligible for a 
limited screening this year 
and, upon completion, will 
receive a $50 gift card.
Take a moment to locate 
your Blue Shield ID card 
now! You will need this card 
to register for appoint-
ments when the portal is 
open. If you cannot find it, 
please call Member Services 
at (800) 642-6155 or visit 
the www.blueshieldca.com 
website to print another 
one.
Stay tuned for more 
information to be e-mailed 
soon!

•

•

•

•

Your benefits 
section...

Crescenta Valley High School 
principal Dr. Linda Junge sends 
a reminder that the CV JAFROTC 
program appropriately retires 
American flags.

If a school’s flag is ripped, 
faded, etc., they can send it to 
Col. David Worley at CVHS to be 
respectfully and appropriately 
retired.

Reminder from 
Dr. Junge

Glendale Schools - a popular world-class destination

In January, two Glendale schools hosted students 
visiting from South Korea.

Thirteen eigth grade students from Boeun County 
Middle School visited Rosemont Middle School for 
three days in January. Rosemont students hosted 
the Korean visitors during the day and evening. 
Days were filled with instruction and hands on 
activities. Evenings were busy with visits to the 
Americana at Brand and even a night hike with a 
Boy Scout Troupe.

Meanwhile, Glendale High School (GHS) hosted 
visitors from Gosaek High School in Suwon, 
Gyeonggi-do. The Korean students and their 
teachers were in Los Angeles to visit colleges and 
other local attractions. GHS’s exemplary CTE and 
fine arts programs were highlighted, with students 
visiting the Bistro, Construction and Commercial 
Multimedia classrooms. Another highlight was 
seeing the newly refreshed Moyse Field. Teachers 
were impressed with the high level of rigor in the 
AP Psychology class they visited. GHS and Gosaek 
HS students took lots of selfies together. Lifetime 
friends were made and fun was had by all!

Rosemont Middle School hosts and visitors with principal Dr. 
Cynthia Livingston.

GHS assistant principal Brian Landisi shows visitors the ‘new’ Moyse Field.

Muir-aculous 
M u s t a n g s  
enjoying lunch 
with princi-
pal Juanita 
Shahijanian. 
This is a reward 
earned when 
doing some-
thing wonderful.

VIP seating at Muir’s lunch tables


