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News from the Superintendent’s Office

At the October 8 Board of 
Education meeting, the Glendale 
Unified School District Board 
of Education appointed Sandra 
Russell to fill the vacancy on the 
Board of Education created by 
the resignation of Mary Boger.

As a child and public education 
advocate, Mrs. Russell has been 
an active volunteer in the dis-
trict and community for many 
years. She was a PTA president 
at Mountain Avenue and presi-
dent of the Glendale Council 
PTA. She currently serves on the 
board of the Glendale Council 
PTA, First District PTA, Glendale 
Educational Foundation, and 
Verdugo Schools-to-Career 
Coalition, to name a few. She 
has also sat on many commit-
tees for the district over the 
years including Local Control 
Accountability Plan (LCAP)  
committee and the school site 
council for Rosemont Middle 
School.

Sandra Russell was officially 
seated at the October 21, 2014 
Board of Education Meeting.

Board of Education 
appoints Russell

Sandra Russell at the October 21 
Board of Education meeting.

More schools on board for iReady

Molly Skywalker’s K - 2nd grade SDC class at Glenoaks Elementary 
School taking the iReady assessments on Chromebooks. Read more 
about i-Ready updates on page 2.

Measure S

On October 21, 2014, a selec-
tion committee consisting of two 
Superintendent’s Facility Advisory 
Committee members, a Board member, 
and a GUSD Project Manager conducted 
interviews for the Overcrowding Relief 
Grant (ORG) Phase 1 Lease-Leaseback 
Contractor.

Staff will be taking the contract for 
the Phase 1 ORG Projects at Balboa, 
R.D. White, and Verdugo Woodlands 
Elementary Schools to the Board for 
approval on November 4, 2014. These 
projects will be funded with a 50% State 
ORG matching grant and 50% Measure 
S funds. Additional information can be 
found at:  http://www.gusd.net/Page/840

Potential Territory Transfer of 
the area known as Sagebrush

In May 2013, a group of citizens from 
the City of La Cañada requested the 
City to support and endorse the realign-
ment of the western areas of the City of 
La Cañada, known as “Sagebrush,” to be 
transferred into the La Cañada Unified 
School District.

At the November 4, 2014 Board of 
Education meeting, the Board will be 
discussing a settlement proposal for 
the potential territory transfer. Meeting 

will begin at 6 pm at the Administration 
Building, 223 N. Jackson, Glendale 
91206.

To learn more about this topic, visit 
   www.gusd.net and from the site short-
cuts on the right, click on “Sagebrush 
Information.”

Elementary Report Card

A video that explains how the new 
Elementary Report Card works has 
been posted to the GUSD website. The 
video provides detailed information on 
the different aspects of the report card. 
Please follow the link below to watch 
the video clip:
 http://www.gusd.net/Page/849

Common Core Close Reading 
Lesson

The Professional Development depart-
ment and teacher specialist Liz Weaver 
have created a video that demonstrates 
students engaged in a close reading 
lesson. Follow the link to watch our 
teacher in action:
 http://www.gusd.net/Page/855

Stay connected with the Glendale 
Unified School District by follow-
ing us on Twitter @glendaleUSD and 
liking us on Facebook  www.facebook.
com/glendaleUSD.
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Congratulations to Clark’s FIRST Robotics Team 696, Champions of 
the 2014 Fall Classic Competition and winners of the peer-voted Best 
Robot Award this weekend! There were 34 robots competing from 
26 different schools.

The team went undefeated through 5 qualification rounds, and joined 
with our good friends team 3476 Code Orange, 330 from Hope Chapel 
Academy, and 599 from Granada Hills High School to put up a very 
high score of 255 points in the final match to take the victory.

Clark Magnet’s Robotics Team 696 wins 
Fall classic competition

IndieCade field trip
Glendale High teacher Adriana Yugovich’s animation and multime-
dia students went on a field trip to the gaming festival, IndieCade, in 
Culver City. 
Students got to meet professionals 
from the video game and multime-
dia effects industries, test the new 
Oculus Rift virtual reality headset, 
participate in interactive 
performances, and test 
games that haven’t come 
out yet.

Students interviewed game 
designers and spoke with 
representatives from col-
lege programs such as 
NYU Game Center and 
USC Game Innovation Lab, 
and companies such as 
Playstation, Unreal Engine, 
and Activision.

One senior was gifted a 
USB infrared cam device 
made by a company called 
LEAP Motion which allows 
users to wirelessly interact 
with 3D games, puzzles and 
building programs.

October 27 was dress like a roughrider day 
at Roosevelt to celebrate Theodore “Teddy” 
Roosevelt’s birthday.

Happy birthday, Teddy Roosevelt

The Olympics come to Toll

Toll Foundation president Chey 
Whiddop, Toll principal Dr. 
Matt Dalton, and PTA president 
Kirsten Hersh.

October 23 brought 
“Dash of the Titans” to 
Toll. Hosted by the Toll 
Foundation, this fundrais-
ing activity involved stu-
dents running through an 

The i-Ready program was adopted by GUSD 
for district-wide use in 2014-15. The soft-
ware begins with a Common Core-aligned 
adaptive diagnostic assessment in reading 
and math that has been administered to all 
GUSD students in grades 1-12. The assess-
ment is designed to find the exact level at 
which a student is performing and allows for 
identification of areas of strength and need, 
efficiently assesses students across multiple 
grade levels.

Once the student completes the test, they 
will have access to online instruction to sup-
port their progress in mastering each skill. 
Upon completion of the i-Ready Diagnostic 
tests, the program provides a series of com-
prehensive reports designed to make class-
room instruction more effective.

i-Ready implemented at Glendale Schools’ classrooms; teachers trained

This October, i-Ready teams from Curriculum Associates trained all GUSD teachers on 
how to interpret the diagnostic data and explore the extensive resources available within 
the i-Ready online system.

obstacle course during their PE classes. All stu-
dents ran, jumped rope, ran through tires and 
climbed and slid through inflatables. Students 
got pledges from sponsors in support of their 
efforts on the course. Over $10,000 was raised 
with pledges coming in from over 200 families.
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Field Representative to the California State 
Assemblyman’s Office Mary Manoukian 
presented Edison Elementary School with a 
Resolution highlighting the school’s accom-
plishments as a California Distinguished 
School, Title 1 Achieving School and on the 
Honor Roll by the California Business for 
Education Excellence.

The resolution draws special public attention 
to the untiring commitment of the faculty and 
staff to improve curriculum and meet the spe-
cial needs of students.

In addition, the assemblyman’s office com-
mends the students for their determination and 
commitment to achieve their highest potential. 

Edison honored by assemblyman’s office

Edison principal Carmen 
Labrecque with State 
Assemblyman Office 
representative Mary 
Manoukian.

Keppel Elementary School teacher April 
Faieta formed a student group called Tech 
Team. The students created Keppel Kids 
News and, once a week, reported about 
events or issues going on at the school.

‘Reporters’ Hayk and Artashes described 
what they did and how their school per-
formed at the Great California Shakeout 
Drill that took place at all GUSD sites on 
October 16. Watch their video at:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Am5vYR
frCNs&feature=youtu.be

The Tech Team also  creates the yearbook, 
public service announcements, and more! 
Check out this award winning tech team 
at:
 http://www.markkeppelelementary.
org/apps/pages/index.
jsp?uREC_ID=152509&type=u

The Assistance League of Glendale hosted Authors and 
Illustrators Day at Mann Elementary School on October 3, 2014. 
Author Tao Nyeu is shown above visiting with transitional kin-
dergarteners, kindergarteners and first grade students.

Book characters come to life at 
Mann Elementary

Keppel Kids News

Students are collaborat-
ing on different class-
room task/activities in 
Traci Taylor’s 5th grade 
class.
Kevin Corrigan, from 
ETIS, is supporting stu-
dent generated questions 
with Chromebooks in the 
classroom (top left).

Muir fifth graders model collaboration

Steven Schroeder, who had signed up as a Mars exploration S ubject M atter E xpert (SME), was 
contacted and worked with Melissa Stephan, Mountain Avenue Elementary School third grade 
teacher, and conducted an ‘Exploring the Mars’ session in the class. This included details of the 
Mars Rover landing on Mars and various factors that were considered. The students had fun play-
ing with the rover wheel, analyzed its structure, weight and design.

After the classroom session, Mr. Schroeder scheduled a private JPL tour for the class. It was a 

JPL Mars Exploration

mesmerizing tour! Students had a chance to pass beyond the usual 
restricted area, explore the space flight operations facility - the mission 
control room. Mr. Schroeder shared his expertise with the students along 
with the official JPL tour guide.
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Walktober welcomes walkers and wheelers

Every year, the Glendale Schools community, along with people 
all over the world, eagerly wait for October to participate in 
the International Walk to School event - dubbed Walktober. 
October 8 this year was not any different.

Students, parents, staff and the community came out and par-
ticipated in this month-long initiative designed to raise aware-
ness on the health benefits of walking.

On October 15, 16, and 17, Toll 
Middle School hosted seven 
students from several schools 
in Goesong, Korea. Korean 
students shadowed Toll stu-
dents during the school day, 
going to classes with them 
and enjoying being in the 
“American school system.” 

Korean students hosted by Toll Middle School peers

They also had the opportunity to spend two nights in their host student’s 
homes. Friendships were quickly made and saying good bye was hard.

Everyone agreed that this was a wonderful experience. Toll Middle School stu-
dents look forward to hosting their friends again.
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Robots invade 10th Annual State of Schools Breakfast

The 10th Annual State of the Schools Breakfast, sponsored by the Glendale Educational Foundation on October 2, opened 
with the Elementary Honors Orchestra showing off their new instruments purchased through the GEF’s successful Save 
The Music campaign. Over 500 community members and GUSD staff filled the gym at the Edison Pacific Center and 
enjoyed a buffet breakfast provided by the Glendale High School Bistro students, under the direction of Chef Nicole 
Pugel-Gamez and Chef Tina Wing. CVHS Jr. ROTC presented the colors and the program proceeded. Dr. Sheehan featured 
students doing great things from across the district – including robots throwing balls into the audience!

Educational Excellence Awards were given to Mike Mooslin of Color Me Mine for his outstanding and creative support 
to several of our elementary schools, and our Teachers of the Year – Pam Zamanis of Roosevelt Middle School, and Win 
Saw of Crescenta Valley High School. Both teachers shared inspiring experiences with the crowd.  GEF President Lynn 
Miyamoto introduced the new campaign in support of Science and Technology – Imagine. Invent. Inspire. Robots were 
the theme of the day  - appearing on invitations, placemats, program books, and each attendee took home a dancing 
robot as a souvenir. The morning ended with the Hoover High School marching band bringing the crowd to its feet. 
GEF is committed to generating funds to enrich and enhance the programs and projects of the Glendale Unified School 
District for a healthy and quality learning environment to benefit students, staff, parents and the community.
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November
4 Board of 

Education 
Meeting, 
Admin. Bldg. 
Board Room, 6 
p.m.

7 Hoover High 
vs. Glendale 
High Football, 
at Hoover High 
School, 7 p.m.

11 Veterans Day 
Holiday

12 Taste of the 
Foothills, 
Marketplace 
Shopping 
Center, 5:30 
- 7:30 p.m.

15 Invention 
Convention, 
Glendale 
High School 
Cafeteria, 9 
a.m.

17 Student 
Advisory 
Council, Admin. 
Bldg. Room 
103, 3:45 p.m.

18 Board of 
Education 
Meeting, 
Admin. Bldg. 
Board Room, 6 
p.m.

December
3 Principal for A 

Day, Admin. 
Bldg. Board 
Room, 12 p.m.

9 Board of 
Education 
Meeting, 
Admin. Bldg. 
Board Room, 6 
p.m.

12/22 - 1/6 Winter 
Recess

EEELP’s new address will be: 520 E. Wilson, Suite 215, Glendale 
91206. Their phone number stays the same (818) 247-0775. 
The move is scheduled for Friday, November 7.

EEELP’s offices will be closed Friday, November 7 and Monday, 
November 10, re-opening on Wednesday, November 12 (after 
the holiday on Tuesday, November 11).

Early Education & Extended Learning 
Program is moving!

Effective October 1, 2014, Blue 
Shield subscribers have 24/7/365 
access to a doctor by phone or 
online video.

Information was mailed to all cov-
ered employees about how to set 
up your account and access this 
new feature.

See attached flyer for more 
information.

Teladoc® services 
now available to 

District’s Blue Shield 
subscribers

Several Keppel 
Kids were featured 
on AOL’s Laugh 
Lessons. They sang 
with and received 
lessons on comedy 
techniques from 
comics Dana Carvey, 
Adam Sandler, and 
Chelsea Handler.

Keppel students try comedy

Drill leaves Glendale School District unshaken, unstirred
On October 16, 2014, over 20,000 students in the Glendale Unified 
School District participated in the Great California ShakeOut. The 
ShakeOut is a statewide earthquake disaster preparedness drill 
where students and faculty Drop, Cover and Hold (DCH) and then 
evacuate to their emergency assembly areas. Most schools created 
“scenarios” where exits and doorways were blocked, requiring stu-
dents to find other routes to exit the buildings. Many schools had 
students act as “injured and missing,” then the search and rescue 
teams were dispatched. Some schools even opened their reunion 
gates and had parents come to the school and practice “reuniting” 
with their children.

Not only did all school sites participate in the ShakeOut, so did the 
Administration Building. Two hundred employes did the DCH and 
evacuated into the parking lot. The sweeper team checked and marked 
all offices and opened the triage center and the emergency supply bin.

Above: 4th grade teacher Tracy 
Brown (in hard hat), 5th grade 
teacher Barbara Diekmann (injured), 
and 5/6th grade teacher Mark 
Ouweleen from Verdugo Woodlands.

Right, l to r: Annette 
Babakhanian, Anita 
Avetyan, Ryan Partika, 
Ashley Maeshiro, Frank 
Fox, and John Carroll 
Roosevelt teachers.

R.D. White held their semi-annual Pancake Breakfast on 
October 15. GUSD’s Nutrition Services catered the event, 
which included pancakes, bacon, cheesy omelettes, tater 
tots, and fresh fruit. R.D. White teachers donned their best 
aprons and helped flip hot cakes and served breakfast along 
side our Nutrition Services Department. Over 440 students 
and parents enjoyed the breakfast.

R.D. White serves up the most important meal of the day

“Have a safe 
Halloween,” Valley 
View principal Dr. 
Adriana Pestonji.
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SET UP YOUR ACCOUNT

REQUEST A CONSULT

PROVIDE  MEDICAL HISTORY

Your medical history provides Teladoc doctors with the 
information they need to make an accurate diagnosis.

Download
the app:Facebook.com/Teladoc Teladoc.com/mobile

Talk to a doctor anytime for $15

© 2014 Teladoc, Inc. All rights reserved. Teladoc and the Teladoc logo are registered trademarks of Teladoc, Inc. and may not be used without written permission. Teladoc does not replace the 
primary care physician. Teladoc does not guarantee that a prescription will be written. Teladoc operates subject to state regulation and may not be available in certain states. Teladoc does not 
prescribe DEA controlled substances, non therapeutic drugs and certain other drugs which may be harmful because of their potential for abuse. Teladoc physicians reserve the right to deny care for 
potential misuse of services. Teladoc phone consultations are available 24 hours, 7 days a week while video consultations are available during the hours of 7am to 9pm, 7 days a week. 

Teladoc.com 1-800-Teladoc 

Getting started 
with Teladoc® 

It's quick and easy online. Visit the Teladoc website at 
Teladoc.com, click "Set up account" and provide the 
required information. You can also call Teladoc for 
assistance over the phone. 

Once your account is set up, request a consult 
anytime you need care. 

Online: Log into the Teladoc website at  
Teladoc.com and click "My Medical History".  
Mobile app: Log into your account and complete the 
"My Health Record" section. Visit Teladoc.com/mobile to 
download the app.  
Call Teladoc: Teladoc can help you complete your 
medical history over the phone. 

Teladoc's U.S. board-certif ed doctors are available 24/7/365i  to resolve many of 
your medical issues through phone or video consults. Set up your account today 
so when you need care now, a Teladoc doctor is just a call or click away. 
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