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Message from Dr. Sheehan
Welcome to the 2014-15 School Year! What a great start of the school year this has 
been. Thank you for your dedication and putting our kids first!

We began the school year with all the teachers meeting at the John Wayne 
Performing Arts Center at Glendale High School. Rebecca Mieliwocki, the 2012 
National Teacher of the Year, kicked us off with a very inspirational speech.

I started my annual visits to the schools visiting classrooms. As I walk through the 
classrooms, I found our students actively engaged in lessons. I have seen great 
examples of how teachers use Essential Questions and the implementation of the 
Common Core. Keep up the good work as we continue with this ongoing instruc-
tional process.

On the school modernization front, we are embarking on new projects. A number 
of schools are slated to begin construction in the coming months, thanks to match-
ing ORG (Overcrowding Relief Grant) funds from the state and Measure S dollars. 
The ORG program allows school districts to replace portable classrooms by pro-
viding matching dollars for permanent classroom buildings. Within the next three 
years, more than half the District will be under construction in order to improve 
our facilities.

Finally, as many of you are aware, Mrs. Mary Boger has retired from the School 
Board of Education. We wish her and her husband, Dr. Donald Boger, continued 
happiness as they move into the joys of retirement. This, of course, has left a vacant 
seat on the Board of Education. Interested candidates may visit our website to find 
out more about the application process. Applications are due September 19, 2014.

I encourage you to keep up with what’s happening throughout our District by visit-
ing our website, connecting with us on Facebook: facebook.com/GlendaleUSD or 
Twitter @GlendaleUSD.

Again, thank you for all that you do every day in preparing our student’s for their 
future.

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

GUSD Superintendent Dr. 
Richard Sheehan began the 
first of his classroom visits for 
this school year at Jefferson 
Elementary on September 4.

Jefferson principal Dr. Marine 
Avagyan shared the picture 
above showing Dr. Sheehan 
teaching a first grader how to 
spell a word.

Dr. Sheehan’s objective is to 
drop in all K-12 classrooms in 
the district before the school 
year is over. Last year, he met 
this goal and was able to witness 
all the engagement and learning 
going on in the classrooms.

Superintendent’s 
classroom visits 

begin at Jefferson

An LCAP Update from Dr. Rinder
In July 2014, the Glendale Unified School District’s (GUSD) Local Control Accountability 
Plan (LCAP) was approved by the Los Angeles County Department of Education. A spe-
cial thank you goes out to all of GUSD, but especially to those who participated on the 
LCAP Committee. The LCAP is tied to the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF). The LCFF 
and LCAP will allow GUSD more flexibility and accountability in how the District allocates 
money and provides support to our students. The LCAP has been and continues to be 
a powerful process as GUSD implements year 1 of the plan. The LCAP committee will 
reconvene sometime in October to review, monitor, reflect and modify the plan as we 
move forward with full implementation. Stay tuned for more LCAP information.

Agajanian appointed student board member
Clark Magnet senior Mary Agajanian was chosen by her peers to represent 
the student body at the Board of Education meetings. She was introduced 
and sworn in at the September 16 Board meeting.

Mary is an avid art and music student with an interest in government. She 
is part of her school’s Mock Trial team and the Glendale City Hall Student 
Ambassador Program. Mary is also involved in raising funds and awareness 
for UNICEF and SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions).
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Franklin Elementary New Classroom 
Building - Project consists of a new 
2-story classroom building and solar 
to replace portable building. The 
school community actively pursued a 
school greening grant to complement 
the project. June 2014, the Benjamin 
Franklin Elementary Foundation was 
awarded a highly competitive $1 mil-
lion grant provided by Proposition 
84’s Urban Greening for Sustainable 
Communities Program. Summer 2014 
the site was reconfigured for interim 
housing. We anticipate State approval 
by Fall 2014 and anticipate the start of 

• construction January 2015.
Keppel ORG: The Keppel 
Overcrowding Relief Grant (ORG) 
2-Story Classroom Building Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony was held on 
Thursday, May 1, 2014. This project 
consisted of the removal of 14 old 
deteriorated portable classroom 
buildings and the construction of 
a new permanent 14-classroom 
building and a new arts classroom 
building.
Additional ORG’s: We are pleased to 
inform you that three (3) additional 

•

•

ORG projects received State Funding 
on August 20, 2014. These sites are 
Verdugo Woodlands, RD White & 
Balboa Elementary Schools. Planning 
& Development staff is working 
closely with the architects and site 
administration to prepare the sites for 
construction in the coming year.
District-Wide Aquatic Center: On 
May 21, 2013, the Board approved the 
preliminary design for the District-
Wide Aquatic Center at Glendale High 
School. We anticipate State approval 
by Fall 2014 and start of construction 
by Spring 2015.

•

Measure S Updates from Planning & Development

Mountain Avenue digital citizens in grades 1-3 are trying out com-
puter adaptive assessments.

Mountain Avenue is iReady

Common Core in action
Monte Vista Elementary 
School teacher Cindy 
Kim using Common 
Core applications in her 
5th grade class.

The most important stakeholders - our students - received 
a presentation titled Common Core for Students. Site 
and district personnel presented information about 
the need for the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
and the life-long skills students will develop as a result: 
Communication, Collaboration, Creativity and Critical 
Thinking.

Secondary CCSS Teacher Specialist Liz Weaver speaking to the stu-
dents at Rosemont Middle School.

Newsweek Magazine placed Clark Magnet High School at 
number 59 on their Beating the Odds 2014 list of top per-
forming schools for low-income students.

For detailed information, read the article at:
http://www.newsweek.com/high-schools/beating-odds-2014

Newsweek ranks Clark at No. 59

The Environmental Futures Academy has worked to bring 
the ideas of Critical Thinking, Communication, Creativity 

Daily High teacher 
Antonia Piscitelli-
Carrasco (left) and fre-
quent customer Carine 
Allahverdian (right), 
of Student Support 
office, at last Thursday’s 
Farmer’s Market.

Farmer’s Market comes to GUSD

and Collaboration into Daily High 
School’s Second Chance to Grow 
Garden. Through these coopera-
tive efforts, they are able to provide 
frequent Thursday Farmer’s Market 
for District Employees to create a 
sustainable program. All of their 
produce is pesticide-free and is 
priced at or below market value. All 
proceeds go back into the program 
to purchase seeds and organic soil 
amendments. Students decide what 
to grow, where to grow and research 
what to do if they do not get the 
expected yield. By empowering the 
students to make real life decisions 
that matter to their bottom line, they 
are able to see, first-hand, the value 
in Critical Thinking, Communication, 
Creativity and Collaboration.

Sixth graders in Cindy Rovello’s class 
at Lincoln Elementary wanted to 
know if it was hot enough outside 

Lincoln kids cook eggs

Eggs on asphalt.

Egg in solar oven.

to cook an egg at 100 degrees. The asphalt temperature 
reached 128 degrees. The eggs did not cook. They learned 
that eggs cook at 150 degrees. The eggs in their solar oven 
did cook as the temperature reached 240 degrees.
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Warm sendoff for Board of Education president
The Glendale Unified community and wellwishers gave then-
Board president Mary Boger, and husband Dr. Donald Boger, 
a warm sendoff on August 12, 2014.

Prior to the start of the Board meeting, Boger’s last before 
her August 31 resignation date, a reception was held in her 
honor. GUSD staff, friends from PTA, foundations, and the 
community as a whole came and spoke about their experi-
ences working with Mary. She was presented with memen-
tos, flowers, and warm wishes.

The reception ended with a standing ovation after Boger 
spoke fondly of her job as a Board Member and bid her 
farewells.

Clockwise, from top: Mary Boger thanks former 
PTA presidents and former board member 
Joylene Wagner; Nutrition Services Director 

GUSD principals accept Ice Bucket Challenge

Several principals in the District accepted the Ice 
Bucket Challenge to help promote awareness to and 
help raise funds for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
(ALS) research.
Clockwise, from left: Lincoln Elementary principal Stephen 
Williams; Toll Middle School PTA president Kirsten Hersh, princi-
pal Dr. Matt Dalton, and Foundation president Chey Widdop are 
doused at exactly 12:42 p.m. - they raised over $853; Dunsmore 
Elementary principal Karen Stegman; and Glenoaks Elementary 
principal Kristine Siegal helped raise $812.02.

Jennifer Chin-Gonzalez presented Boger with a card on behalf of her 
staff; crowd gives Boger a standing ovation for a job well done.

Glendale High opts for app
Glendale High School is in the process of transitioning their website. Until the switch is 
complete, they have decided to use REMIND.COM. 

Many teachers currently use Remind in their classrooms to send out reminders about 
assignments, class news, etc. Glendale High assistant principal Dr. Brian Landisi said, 
“We are using it as a school to blast out important information for campuswide events 
and in case of an emergency.” During the school’s Student Information Day in August, 
the students signed up by texting their respective class code to the master number; 
parents signed up at Back-to-School-Night, and teachers have been signed up since 
school started. “We have used the system to remind students about important events, 
and it has been well received. But we are pleased because we have close to 1,000 stu-
dents signed up and more coming on board everyday,” Dr. Landisi added.
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Pictures from the First Day of School

Teachers Derek Chui (left) and Kari Bashian (right) meet and greet with their students at 
Cerritos Elementary.

Some photos on this page courtesy of 
Leonard Coutin.

College View students 
are dropped off on 
the first day of school.

Left: Glenoaks 
E l ementa ry 
Transitional 
Kindergarten  
teacher Gyzela 
P i e p r z y c a . 
Right: Teacher 
specialist Nora 
D o c t o r i a n  
with principal 
Kristine Siegal.

Clockwise, from left: 
Fremont principal 
Christin Walley-
Molano; kindergar-
ten teacher Cyanne 
Wing; 5th grade 
teacher Theresa 
Osment, and caf-
eteria worker Nina 
Stephanian.

Left: Transitional 
Kindergartners at La 
Crescenta Elementary. 
Above: Principal Dr. 
Josephine Bixler and 
Categorical Programs 
Assistant Director Dr. 
Cynthia McCarty-Foley.

Lincoln Elementary School principal Steve 
Williams made sure the essentials are covered 
on the first day of school - a selfie with staff.

From left: Marshall Elementary ELA teacher Kori 
Seaton; volunteer retired kinder teacher Kathy 
Malcolm; principal Carla Walker; and Education 
Services Math Coordinator Lisa Reed.

From left: Monte Vista 
Elementary School PTA Vice 
President Jennifer Park, prin-
cipal Suzanne Risse, and PTA 
President Jessica Sheen.

Dr. Richard Sheehan and Valley 
View principal Dr. Adriana 
Pestonji with a student.

Cerritos Elementary School students give the 
first day of school a thumbs-up.

Muir Elementary’s kinder spanish dual 
immersion students introduce themselves 
to the photographer -- en español.
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More Pictures from the First Day of School
Some photos on this page are courtesy of Leonard Coutin.

Students navigate 
their way around 
Clark Magnet’s 
hallways while 
principal Doug 
Dall, Geometry 
substitute teacher 
Eric Kwong, and 
teacher Randy 
Tiffany greet 
students.

Nothing says welcome like the beaming faces of Crescenta Valley High 
School Assistant Principal Sungsook Kim, Associate Principal Christine 
Benitez, Assistant Principal Forest Holbrook, and Education Services 
Senior Director Dr. Deb Rinder.

New Daily High School Principal Dr. 
Rene Valdes promises this is going to be 
a sweet year.

Keppel-Toll-Hoover tri-school PTA served breakfast.

Rosemont staff with principal Dr. 
Cynthia Livingston (upper right).

Roosevelt Middle School teachers Steve 
Przybyla and David Slatus.
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Muir and R.D. White Elementary host welcome back picnics
Muir Elementary School principal 
Juanita Shahijanian shared pictures 
from her school’s Welcome-Back-
To-School picnic at Palmer Park on 
August 23.

R.D. White had a very successful 
Welcome-Back picnic, as well, on 
Friday, September 5. White principal 
Dr. Narek Kassabian said, “We had 
food trucks, played musical chairs, 
and had face paintings. We had a 
huge turnout and it was a lot of fun 
for everyone.”

Left: White principal Dr. Kassabian pose with a 
duck mascott. Right: Student has her face painted.

Muir principal Juanita Shahijanian with some 
of her students

October

2 State of the Schools, Edison 
Gym, 7 a.m.

7 Board of Education Meeting, 
Admin. Bldg. Board Room, 6 
p.m.

21 Board of Education Meeting, 
Admin. Bldg. Board Room, 6 
p.m.

District students exercise patriotism on Sept. 11

Supt’s Wall of Fame erected at schools
Elementary and middle school staff 
and students walked in to a wall of 
pictures at their schools at the open-
ing of the school year. These pictures 
are of students who went through 
Glendale’s education system from ele-
mentary to high school and continued 
on to universities and colleges.

GUSD Superintendent Dr. Richard M. 
Sheehan decided showing students 
what became of their peers before 
them at their schools would cause to 
inspire and motivate.

Maintenance worker Richard Perez (left) and 
carpenter Rick Romero (right) prepare the 
slats that will hold GUSD alumnae’s pictures 
at Valley View Elementary.

To commemorate the victims and the tragedy that struck our nation 13 
years ago, several schools from the District commemorated Patriot Day on 
September 11 in different ways. Schools in northern Glendale were treated to a 
Patriot Day parade by the CV Town Council and the Early Rodders Car Club.

Fremont School held its annual patriot day 
ceremony. The school and community joined 
together to thank the individuals that serve our 
country each and every day.

Fremont’s Boy 
Scouts lead the 
flag salute and 
two grade 6 stu-
dents conducted 
the assembly. 
It was a beauti-
ful event thanks 
to the Glendale 
Police Department 
who assisted the 
school with the 
presentation.

Clockwise, from 
left: Fremont stu-
dents wave their US 
flags; Dunsmore stu-
dents wait for the 
parade to pass by; 
and Rosemont stu-
dents wait, with their 
flags, to cheer the on 
parade.

City’s utility box 
beautification project

You may have 
already noticed 
while driving 
around Glendale -
- 26 colorful utility 
boxes were painted 
and decorated for 
the City of Glendale 
Arts and Culture 
Commission’s Utility 
Box Mural program. 
The goal of this 
project is to “bring Gharibian’s mural.
beauty to unexpected places all over 
the city,” hence, the utility boxes.

Clark Magnet School teacher Nyrie 
Gharibian said a prior student and a 
current student (Vardui Grigoryan) 
assisted her with painting the mural 
located on the southeast corner of 
Brand and Broadway.

Daily High School teacher Emily Goff 
had two submissions, as well, with 
help from students in her art class, 
Tiffany Tavera and Jonathan Juarez.

For pictures of these boxes, go to: 
http://www.glendaleca.gov/ and type 
“Beyond the Box” in the search box.


