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Message from Dr. Sheehan
Happy New Year! The first month of 2014 is coming to an end, and lots of 
exciting events have been taking place in our District. Over the last sev-
eral weeks, we have been holding a series of community meetings at our 
three comprehensive high schools. The meetings were held to explain the 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and the Local Control Funding 
Formula (LCFF). These are two major shifts that are taking place in our 
state’s education system.

The CCSS is the first curricular change in about 15 years. About 15 years 
ago, our education system transitioned into the Standards movement, 
which introduced us to the California content standards. The Common 
Core is shifting this movement. The CCSS actually came from the collab-
orative work by state governors throughout the United States in an effort 
to unify our curriculum. The goal being that when you take a 12th grade 
English class in California it should be comparable to a 12th grade English 
class in Massachusetts, Florida, and Louisiana. Since California is one of 
the top five states in regard to rigor with its content standards, about 80% 
of California content standards are in the Common Core as well.

The second major shift taking place is the LCFF. The LCFF marks a sig-
nificant change in the way our schools are funded. We are going from a 
base-revenue funding system that has been in place for more than 40 
years into the Local Control Funding Formula. At no time in the history of 
education have we had our funding model and our curriculum all changed 
at once. This means that we are all going to be very busy as all these 
exciting changes continue to take place.

If you’d like to learn more about CCSS or the LCFF, I encourage you to 
visit our website and click on the Common Core link or the LCFF link.

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

The Hour of Code 
well received by 

Glendale students

Students in the GUSD partici-
pated in The Hour of Code. The 
Hour of Code is an opportunity 
for students to try and learn 
Computer Science for one hour. 
These are the ways in which our 
District students participated:

“Our students participated 
during their lab rotation. They 
programmed Angry Birds! Our 
upper grade students went 
online through both Khan and 
code.org and completed tasks! 
All students received certificates 
of participation for their ‘Week of 
Code.’” ~Carmen Labrecque, 
Edison Elementary School 
Principal

“What fun I had this week! The 
kids LOVED it and did really 
well. Since Tuesday I have had 
5th and 6th grade kids in the lab 
at lunch and recess continuing 
to work in Scratch. That is pretty 
impressive. Today I worked with 
Mrs. Bright’s class to do the 
robot coding sans computers. 
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Keppel student demonstrates to 
his classmates how coding works.

Members of the Elementary Report Card Committee are hard at work to 
create a Common Core States Standards (CCSS)-Aligned Report Card 
for Glendale Unified. Members include Educational Services Assistant 
Superintendent Lynn Marso, Director Beatriz Bautista, Assistant Director 
Janet Buhl and Principals Rosa Alonso, Dr. Marine Avagyan, Dr. Adriana 
Pestonji, and Karen Stegman. Other members include coordinators, 
teacher specialists, and teachers from a variety of Glendale schools 
and grade levels with a total of 31 members. Mrs. Lynn Marso and Jill 
Firstman, Professional Development Teacher Specialist, facilitate the 
committee.

The first two meetings were held in October and December 2013. 
Members developed a timeline for completion, gave feedback on the cur-

Elementary Report Card Committee

Page 3 >> Report Card
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The Hour of Code >> from page 1

On November 
18 and 19, 
D u n s m o r e 
upper grade 
students par-
ticipated in 
their annual 
Math Science 
Inves t i ga t i on 
Days (MSI) 
organized by 
teachers and 
parents. This 
two-day experi-
ence lets stu-

MSI Days at Dunsmore

dents explore various math and science concepts in small groups. This year’s 
focus was geometry wherein students were able to learn about tessellation and 
build different polyhedrons. Every year, students look forward to this event and 
learn many new concepts.

Again, they loved it 
and can’t wait to come 
back and do it again 
next week. Even the 
second grade students 
did well with Light-
Bot. In general, all 
the kids in grades 2-6 
understand a bit about 
coding (they all wrote 
algorithms and learned Keppel students give the Hour of Code the thumbs up.

Roosevelt students test on of the pro-
grams during the Hour of Code.

about debugging and iterations). Some, 
even though they didn’t know it, started 
to move into adding functions and setting 
parameters.” ~Karen Stegman, Dunsmore 
Elementary School principal

“The HOC was an exciting success. I talked 
about HOC to all the classes the week 
before during their computer lab time to 
get them excited. At the beginning of each 
class during HOC, I showed a video that 
explained to kids what coding is as well 
as engaged them in a class discussion on 
how a computer works by reading codes. 
All classes then were given time to play 
the game Light-Bot which teaches the students how to use commands. Third 
through sixth graders used Code.org’s tutorials to learn coding techniques. The 
students were heavily engaged and enthusiastic about what they were learning. 
Every student was encouraged to think strategically to solve problems presented 
in a format which they have never experienced before. The positive response 
was overwhelming. I have asked every class this week two questions: If they 
liked coding, and if they want to do it again. Every student in every class eagerly 
raised their hands for both questions. I’ve never seen such a response about 
learning any task, let alone one that promotes critical thinking and problem 
solving.”~Nick van Bremen, Mountain Avenue Elementary School Computer 
Science teacher

created by Daily 
design students 
under the guidance 
of teacher Emily Goff. 
Students learned 
about various styles 
of art during the pro-
cess. However, it was 
the work of American artists George 
Segal and Sandy Skoglund who par-
ticularly inspired the collaborative 
project. Four lifesize papier mache 
sculptures were made  to create a 
visual metaphor dealing with issues 
of discrimination. The installation is 
particularly relevant as we approach 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Daily 
students learned that the Adams 
Square gas station was originally built 
in 1936, which was coincidentally the 
same year as the Berlin Olympics in 
which African-American athlete Jesse 
Owens won gold medals as Hitler 
hosted the Olympic games.

“The Diner” was a team effort involv-
ing the imagination and hard work of 
16 Daily students over the course of 
ten weeks. Adams Square Mini Park 
is located at 1020 E. Palmer Avenue 
in Glendale.

Allan F. Daily High School’s design 
students, in conjunction with the City 
of Glendale, displayed their public 
art installation at the historic Adams 
Square Mini Park gas station from 
January 8 through 31.

Entitled “The Diner,” the artwork was 

Daily High Art 
Installation
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Schools raise funds to aid 
Philippine typhoon victims

Seven teams from Glendale Schools 
are advancing to the FIRST LEGO 
League Los Angeles regional finals. 

To advance to the finals, teams must 
first participate in a preliminary tour-
nament where they are judged in three 
areas: core values, a research project, 
and robot design. The teams also 
participate in three robot performance 
rounds to accomplish a complex set of 
missions with their LEGO Mindstorms 
robots with their best performance 
counting for a score. The teams 
with the highest combined judged 
scores and robot performance scores 
advance to the finals.

Experienced robotics students from 
Clark Magnet High’s FRC Team 696, 
Crescenta Valley High’s Team 589, 
and Glendale High/Roosevelt Middle 
School’s Robotics Club mentored all 
of the advancing teams.

Team 589 members Max Spero and 

Glendale Schools’ LEGO Robotics Teams continue to advance
Justin Park received the Outstanding 
Young Mentor award at the Hollywood 
qualifier tournament. Team 589’s 
Heather Abrams won the Outstanding 
Young Mentor award and Lyn Repath-
Martos won the Outstanding Adult 
Volunteer award at the La Canada 
tournament.

“We are extremely proud of the seven 
teams plus one alternate team advanc-
ing to the Championship Tournament 
in December,” said Roosevelt Middle 
School teacher Randy Kamiya.

Mann Bulldogs, Horace Mann 
Elementary School, 2nd Place 
Research Project. (Mentored by GHS/
RMS Robotics Club)

Tiger Transformers, Marshall 
Elementary School, Alternate. 
(Mentored by GHS/RMS Robotics 
Club)

“Schlllaaa,” Girl Scouts LA, Judges 

Award. (Mentored by FRC Team 589 
CVHS)

Random Distraction, Girls Scouts LA, 
2nd Place Robot Design. (Mentored 
by FRC Team 589 CVHS)

Monte Vista Robotics 1, Monte Vista 
Elementary School, 1st Place Robot 
Design. (Mentored by FRC Team 589, 
CVHS)

Monte Vista Robotics 2, Monte Vista 
Elementary School,  2nd Place Robot 
Design. (Mentored by FRC Team 589, 
CVHS)

Robot Butter Circuits, La Crescenta 
Elementary School, 2nd Place Core 
Values. (Mentored by FRC Team 696 
Clark Magnet HS)

Saikrobots, La Crescenta Elementary 
School, 3rd Place Robot Design. 
(Mentored by FRC Team 696 Clark 
Magnet HS)

Top: Hoover principal 
Dr. Jennifer Earl and 
Keppel principal Lise 
Sondergaard present 
funds to American 
Red Cross represen-
tatives Ronald Farina 
and Bee Kong at the 
January 14, 2014 
Board meeting.
Bottom: Dunsmore’s 
Student Council 
members, along 
with their advisor, 
Mrs. Cindi Gardner, 
organized a dollar 
donation drive; they 
raised $1,075 which 
was donated to the 
American Red Cross.

In response to the recent typhoon that devastated parts 
of the Philippines, several Glendale schools raised funds 
to help survivors of this disaster: Clark Magnet, Crescenta 
Valley, Daily, Glendale and Hoover High; Roosevelt, 
Rosemont and Toll Middle; and Dunsmore, Keppel, Mann 
and Muir Elementary Schools.

Mann Bulldogs Team Robot Butter Circuit Team Saikrobots Team

rent GUSD Report Card, and spent time looking at CCSS-
Aligned Report cards from several other districts including 
samples from California as well as other states.

The outcome for the most recent meeting on January 15, 
2014 was: 

Committee members will determine the elements and 
formatting of the Common Core State Standards-aligned 
Elementary Report Card.

Members were divided into three sub-committees includ-
ing: Format, Academic Scale and Language, and Effort 
Scale and Language. Each sub-committee was given a 
compilation of feedback from the first two committee meet-
ings. Using a protocol, sub-committee members were 
tasked to develop two to three options for their area of 
focus. Sub-committees then presented their recommended 
options, leading to a discussion and consensus on one 
option for each area. Using the selected options, a draft will 
be developed and presented at the next committee meet-
ing on February 26, 2014. The committee will then review, 
revise and finalize the draft of the new report card focusing 
on defining the language, both academic and effort, for dis-
trict-wide consistency.

•

Report Card >> from page 1
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On Wednesday, December 11, kindergarten through fifth 
grade students from the German program at Franklin 
Elementary performed in the winter concert. There were 
several special guests in attendance from German orga-
nizations. German Deputy Consulate, Stefan Biedermann, 
presented the school with a check to help support the 
German program in the amount of $6103.80.

Biedermann was accopanied by Diana Wiese, German 
Press and Cultural Affairs; Julia Ibold, German Advisor for 
Schools Abroad; and Rita Reiff, German American School 
Association .

The German program’s concert was followed by musical 
performances from: second grade Spanish program on 
December 12; fourth and fifth grade Spanish program on 
December 16; French program on December 18; and third 
grade Spanish program on December 19.

Franklin holiday celebration

Franklin Elementary School principal Vickie Atikian receives a check 
from Stefan Biedermann at the German program’s winter concert.

“All my feelings about tightfisted kids quickly left me when I 
met my loyal group of students at the shelter. Their comfort 
zone immediately vanished as they exited the warmth of 
their parent’s heated cars. I saw fear in their faces; it was 
the uncertainty of the unknown. A long line of local home-
less folks had already gathered outside the shelter gates 
when I arrived at three thirty. I sensed my kids were afraid 
to cross that line. Once inside, my students hovered by my 
side in the safety of the kitchen which separated ‘us’ from 
‘them,’” said Hoover High School Culinary Arts teacher 
Dawn “Chef Roz” Roznowski.

“Meal preparation ran smoothly; proof my efforts of the 
semester had paid off. My kids were rockin’ it, and I was 
hiding a proud smile behind my teacher facade,” Chef Roz 
beamed.

Six o’clock came and it was time to serve. Each student 
had a task; passing out plates, dishing up food, pouring 
drinks, clearing the dirties, and mingling with the diners to 
make sure their needs were met. They quickly ran through 
105 bowls of chili. Everyone had plenty and some even 
got seconds. Some of the diners joked with the students; 
they weren’t expecting such jovial interaction. There was 
overt gratitude from the diners. Chef Roz continued, “By 
this time, I noticed a change in the once fearful faces of my 
students. They were now lit up like glowing stars. They had 
smiles from ear to ear. Their eyes sparkled. It was magic!”

At then end of the evening, Chef Roz found herself the unex-
pected recipient of the warmest heartfelt hugs from each of 
the students. The experience was golden; for her and for 
them. “This is what teaching is all about.” ~Chef Roz

Mountain Avenue Elementary School’s student council and 
advisors took on the Holiday Mail for Heroes challenge. On 
December 3, students volunteered some of their recess 
and lunch time to write military servicemen; over 450 cards 
were sent.

Hoover High Culinary Arts 
students feed local homeless 

at Ascensia winter shelter

Remembering our heroes

On December 2, 2013, Glendale Police Officer Feeley of 
the K-9 department  came with her dog, Yudy, to Glenoaks 
Elementary to visit Stella Roberts’ third grade class and 
RSP students who did some research on working dogs.

Canine capers at Glenoaks’ 
classroom
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February
3 Elementary School 

Spelling Be, 7 p.m., 
Admin. Bldg. Board 
Room

4 Board Meeting, 5 p.m. 
at Admin. Bldg. Board 
Room

7 GEF’s Dancing with 
Diamonds, Glendale 
Hilton Hotel

10 Lincoln Day Holiday
15 Arturo Sandoval 

Concert, 8 p.m. at Alex 
Theater

17 Washington Day Holiday
18 Board Meeting, 5 p.m. 

Admin. Bldg. Board 
Room

19 College View 
Groundbreaking 
Ceremony, 3:30 p.m.

21 Middle School 
Leadership Conference, 
8 a.m. at Clark Magnet 
HS

27 Rosemont MS Open 
House, 7 p.m.

28 GHS Oratorical

March
3 Scholastic Bowl, 7 p.m., 

Glendale HS Auditorium
6 Wilson MS Open House, 

5:15 p.m.
11 Board Meeting, 5 p.m. 

Admin. Bldg. Board 
Room

12 Daily HS Mini 
Graduation, 10:50 a.m., 
Daily Quad

12 Franklin Open House, 6 
p.m.

13 Edison Open House, 5 
p.m.

13 Columbus Open House, 
6 p.m.

13 R.D. White Open House, 
6 p.m.

13 Cerritos Open House, 
6:30 p.m.

17-21 Spring Recess
29 Math Field Day, 8 

a.m., La Crescenta 
Elementary & CVHS

Busy over the Holidays

Counterclockwise, begin-
ning from bottom: Daily High 
School’s performing acad-
emy choir; Hoover High 
School’s chamber choir; and 
Glendale High School’s a 
Capella choir.

Caroling choirs visit administration building
Four high school teachers treated the staff in the Administrative Center to holiday carols 
in December. Glendale High School’s Grace Sheldon-Williams with her a capella choir, 
Daily High School’s Rene Smoller and guitarist Bob Marlowe with the performing academy 
choir, and Hoover High School’s Lance Merrill with the chamber choir went from floor to 
floor and finally in the board room to spread holiday cheer.

Crescenta Valley High 
School’s Instrumental Music 
Director Mathew Schick 
reported that his band par-
ticipated in the Hollywood 
Christmas Parade on 
December 1, 2013. The band 
played the theme song to 
Thomas the Tank Engine 
while they marched in front of 
the Thomas balloon.

John Muir Elementary’s Foreign 
Language Academy of Glendale 
(FLAG) program students perform their 
songs in Spanish.


