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Message from Dr. Sheehan
Greetings,
Teachers, parents, school administrators and experts from throughout the 
nation have worked together to create a clear common set of standards 
called the Common Core. The purpose of the Common Core is to better 
prepare students for the 21st Century global economy, with the skills 
needed to succeed in an ever changing global market.
At GUSD, we are proud to have Learning Leaders and Site Reps who 
have, through their leadership, helped train school sites in module 1 of the 
Common Core which focuses on instructional shifts and informational text. 
As we continue to work and learn more about these significant shifts in our 
profession, we must remember that the implementation of these standards 
is a 3- to 5-year process. We can envision this through the analogy that 
the Common Core is not a sprint but rather a marathon. The state is still 
deciding how and if it will be administering standardized tests next spring in 
the one-year transition to implementing the Common Core standards. Stay 
tuned!
We are proud of what everyone is doing to make these dynamic and excit-
ing changes a reality which will help our students succeed in college and 
career or as they enter the work force. Since 2010, 45 states have adopted 
the same standards for English and Math which helps all students receive 
a quality education no matter where they live in our nation. Together all of 
us, teachers, parents, school administrators and community leaders in the 
Glendale USD will continue working through the adoption process while 
preparing our students for their future.

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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Additional CERT training provided to 
administrators

On September 18 and 
19, forty-one Glendale 
Schools administrators 
and teacher leaders 
were given two days of 
Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) 
Training by the Glendale 
Fire Department.

These two days are in 
addition to the three 
CERT training days pro-
vided on June 25, 26, 
& 27 by Lisa and Paul 

Meet Audria, 
student board 

member

Audria Amirian is the ASB presi-
dent of Hoover High School. 
This is her seventh year rep-
resenting her student body as 
president and her third year on 
the Student Advisory Council.

Audria is ranked fifth in her class 
and maintains a 4.41 GPA. She 
also served as the student voice 
on the Glendale Unified School 
District’s Strategic Planning 
Committee last year and has 
met with educational leaders 
such at Michelle Rhee, the 
former Chancellor of Education 
in Washington D.C., Dr. Steve 
Perry, an Education Contributor 
for CNN, and Greg Jones, a 
former member of California’s 
Board of Education. Audria has a 
passion for education and plans 
on majoring in Public Policy 
and Planning to help improve 
America’s education system. 

Audria enjoys playing var-
sity tennis and basketball and 
participating in the California 
Scholarship Federation and 
the Spanish club at her school. 
Outside of school she is 
heavily involved with Junior 
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Columbus opens computer lab 
with ribboncutting ceremony

Early in September, the Hoover High School band pro-
gram received all new percussion instruments, stands, 
harnesses, and cases. The drums are professional quality 
Tama brand instruments that were custom-made in Hoover 

Hoover High band 
receives drum donation

and then went 
outside to show 
their patriotism. 
They commemo-
rated the event 
with a parade to 
honor the victims, 
our police, and 
firefighters.

Lincoln Elementary egg drop event 
continue to entertain

purple to match 
the marching 
band uniforms. 
Johnny Harrison 
of Lexus of 
Glendale gener-
ously donated 
the new equip-
ment totaling 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 . 
Hoover band 
director Martin 
Rhees stated, 
“Our students will 
be performing 
on the very best 
equipment.” The 
first band perfor-
mance with the 
new drums will 
be at the Arcadia-
Hoover football 
game on October 
4, 2013.

On September 6, 2013, 
Lincoln Elementary School 
students and staff gathered 
for the famous PTA-spon-
sored Lincoln Egg Drop 
event.

Students made contrap-
tions to protect their eggs 
from the 100-foot drop with 
help from the Glendale Fire 
Department. The newly 
formed Dads’ Club hosted a 
barbecue for everyone.

Glendale schools 
commemorate victims,
refl ect on Patriots Day

Earlier this month, the third graders at Valley View 
Elementary spent a week learning about Patriots Day, 9-
11. Not only did they learn about the horrific tragedy, but 
learned of the patriotism shown during that time period 
and the heroic actions of the military, police, and fire 
departments.

As a tribute, the children made banners for Glendale Police 
Department and Glendale Fire Station 28 which were given 
to each of the departments on 9-11.

Lincoln Elementary students shared a moment of silence 

Lincoln students say ‘Thank you’ and show their patriotism.

Valley View students say ‘Thank you.’

On September 16, students from Toll Middle School wel-
comed key members of the community, as well as spe-
cial guests from around the district to dedicate the new 
Toll Middle School Choir Room. Students from the choir 
sang songs as guests enjoyed the new room that Johnny 
Richardson and his maintenance team at FASO built during 

Toll choir room inauguration

the summer. 
The Toll 
Choir pro-
gram contin-
ues to grow 
under the 
direction of 
Ms. Meriah 
Moffat as 
Toll has 
int roduced 
a new Bell 
Choir.

C o l u m b u s 
Elementary’s new 
computer lab and 
technology center 
officially opened 
on September 
17, 2013 with a 
r i b b o n c u t t i n g 
ceremony.

This lab was made possible by GTECH’s After-School 
Advantage grant awarded to Columbus in October 2012. 
The grant provides computers, printers, software, furniture, 
and volunteer hours to qualifying non-profit organizations.
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In GUSD our goal of preparing students to take their rightful place in a 21st 
Century global economy remains constant and the Common Core is helping 
us to do just that.  This means that students, parents, and teachers will con-
tinue to work together as we have done in the past. But now our professional 
development is focused on leveraging the expertise and existing strengths 
of our teacher leaders through collaborative dialogue with teachers across 
the district that are all focused on the same goals. Over 50 of our best and 
brightest teachers have been selected to be CCSS Learning Leaders. The 
Learning Leaders will collaborate regularly throughout the year to prepare 
four units of study (CCSS Modules) that will then be presented to the Site 
Representatives, TK-12. The Site Reps will in turn take the learning back to 
their respective school sites to share with all teachers.

August and September were busy months for our CCSS Learning Leaders 
and Site Representatives.  As part of our CCSS Implementation Plan, the 
District Learning Leaders trained 260 Site Reps over 7 days, from August 
26 – September 5, 2013. This training was the first of four CCSS Modules of 
professional development scheduled for this school year. Through Module #1, 
teachers will gain an in-depth understanding of the shifts required in English 
Language Arts and Mathematics that will significantly impact the teaching 
and learning process. The emphasis and importance of informational text in 
the Common Core was also a critical learning target in Module #1.

Feedback from the first cycle of training has been positive; one site repre-

Second and third grade Site Representatives 
training for Module #1 on August 27, 2013. 
Learning Leaders pictured, top row, left to right: 
Jill Firstman (Columbus), Michelle Manalo (Muir), 
and Barbara David (Columbus SpEd); bottom 
row: Nora Doctorian (Edison & Glenoaks), and 
Aida Eguizarian (Jefferson FLAG).

Clark Magnet High School’s Module #1 site collaborative team meet-
ing on September 16, 2013.

sentative shared that, “The presenters were wonderful! They were prepared, enthusiastic, and knew their material, as well 
as expressed that they were also learning. They answered questions and made sure the discussions were engaging and 
inclusive of the teachers present in the room. Well done!” Teachers expressed how much they enjoyed being trained by 
teacher leaders and having time to collaborate with their grade level or subject area colleagues from across the district.

The District Think Tank Advisory Team continues to meet regularly to review and evaluate feedback from the CCSS train-
ings. Think Tank members provide input for future professional development planning, including the upcoming November 
SB1193 Staff Development Day CCSS agenda.

Learning Leader planning meeting for Module #2 on September 17, 
2013 with Dr. Joann Merrick.

Common Core learning leaders start to train site reps

On September 17, 2013, the Glendale Unified School District (GUSD) Board of Education entered into a joint-use agree-
ment with the City of Glendale for the use of Stengel Field. The field opened in 1949 and was originally named the 
Verdugo Park Municipal Baseball Field because of its location at the south end of Verdugo Park. On November 12, 1952, 
the field was renamed “Stengel Field” to honor baseball great Casey Stengel who, by the way, was a Glendale resident.

Through the years, Stengel Field has been the baseball home field to Crescenta Valley High School, Glendale Community 
College, Babe Ruth, Connie Mack, and most recently, the Angelinos wooden bat league. Many exciting games have been 
played at Stengel field creating some unforgettable memories for players, parents and community members. In addi-
tion, Stengel field has been used for community youth baseball camps and was home to Crescenta Valley High School’s 
graduation ceremony for many years.

Due to the age and over use of Stengel field, the facility is in need of some renovation to ensure the safety for players 
and spectators. GUSD and the City of Glendale have begun talks to replace the spectator stands in time for the spring 
baseball season. As part of the joint-use agreement, GUSD will assume the maintenance, operations and management 
responsibilities of the field. It is the goal and intent of all entities involved to have Stengel Field ready for the Crescenta 
Valley High School 2013-2014 baseball season.

To the pleasure of many, Stengel field will remain part of the Glendale community and create a partnership of true col-
laboration between the Glendale Unified School District, City of Glendale, Glendale Community College and residents of 
the Glendale and La Crescenta area. Let the games begin!

Stengel Field to be managed by GUSD
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College View School moved to an interim location, at the Pacific Avenue Education Center (PAEC), while their old College 
View site undergoes major construction -- thanks for Measure S. Construction for the new building is scheduled to begin 
this fall and will take two school years to complete. During that time, College View School is “camping” at PAEC.

The students and staff are all adjusting to the new learning environment and enjoying some of the great opportunities that 
come along with it, such as playing with the students from Early Education and Extended Learning Program (EEELP) and 

College View students Josefina Zaldana (left) 
and Emineh Sarkissian (right) with principal 
Jay (center) enjoy some shade at PAEC.

College View School goes camping

Left to right: Daniel Jebrial, John Connor, 
and Sonia Benitez get ready to play 

Early Bird Preschool during recess, 
eating lunch at the lunch tables out-
side, and walking to the park across 
the street. “We have Camp College 
View shirts that we will be wear-
ing proudly on a regular basis,” said 
College View principal Jay Schwartz.

PAEC now houses five District pro-
grams (Camp College View, Early 
Bird Preschool, EEELP preschool 
and school-aged programs Foothill 
Area Community Transition Services 
(FACTS) and Jewel City). There are 20 
classrooms, 325 students and almost 
100 staff members in all.

Over the summer, the following GUSD 
school programs have moved in order 
to create space at the Pacific Avenue 
Education Center for College View 
students and staff during the recon-
struction of College View School. 
These are the new location for these 
units:

Nutrition Services (previously Food 
Services), 349A W. Magnolia Avenue, 
Glendale, CA 91204
Early Education & Extended 
Learning Programs, 319 N. Central 
Avenue, Glendale, CA 91203
‘Camp’ College View (interim 
Housing), 440 W. Lomita Avenue, 
Glendale, CA 91205

In addition to College View, Planning 
and Development  has other projects 
currently in motion:

Hoover High Track and Field: The 

•

•

•

Above are renditions of a few of Planning & Development’s current projects, clockwise from 
top left: Hoover High School Track field, Keppel Elementary ORG, College View School, and 
the district-wide Aquatic Center at Glendale High School.

Measure S Update: Report from Planning & Development
latest phase of the Hoover High Track 
and Field project started construc-
tion in early September. This phase 
includes the construction of new 
student restrooms, field lighting, rub-
berized track surface, and accessible 
ramps. Anticipated completion date is 
December 2013.

Keppel ORG 2-Story Building: 
Keppel Elementary School’s new ORG 
classroom project started construction 
in June. This project will replace por-
table classrooms with a new 14-class-
room building and a new arts building. 
Construction is moving forward quickly 
and the building foundations will be 
completed soon. The anticipated com-
pletion date is October 2014.

Solar Phase III & IV Projects: Over 
the summer, the District started con-
struction on the Phase III & IV solar 
energy projects at Glendale High, 

Roosevelt Middle, Balboa Elementary, 
Fremont Elementary, and Marshall 
Elementary Schools. Combined, 
these projects will produce over 1 
megawatts of renewable energy for 
the District and much needed shade 
for students and staff. The structures 
at Balboa, Fremont, and Marshall 
Elementary Schools are complete. 
Glendale & Roosevelt structures are 
expected to be completed by the end 
of October.

Safety & Security: In an effort to 
ensure the safety and security of 
students and staff, the District has 
started construction of various secu-
rity improvements at several schools. 
Equipment such as secure entries, 
CCTV cameras, and other improve-
ments will be installed at each 
school, depending on the need at the 
site. Recently, new secure entries 
have been completed at Cerritos, 
Dunsmore, Glenoaks, Mann, Monte 
Vista, Mountain Avenue, and Valley 
View Elementary Schools.

College View School: In July, the 
College View program packed up and 
moved to Pacific Avenue Education 
Center to allow for the reconstruc-
tion of the school. The College View 
staff is excited about the project and 
are now calling their temporary home 
“Camp College View.”

Over the last few months, the designs 
for the new College View School 
have been completed and submitted 
to the State for review and approval.  
In anticipation for receiving State 
approval in October, the project has 

Measure S Updates > Page 5
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October
1 Board Meeting, 

Admin. Bldg. Board 
Room, 5 p.m.

3 State of the Schools, 
Edison Community 
Center, 6:30 a.m.

4 Football game: CV 
vs. Burroughs, 7 
p.m.

4 Football game: 
Glendale vs. Muir, 7 
p.m.

4 Football game: 
Hoover vs. Arcadia, 
Moyse Field, 7 p.m.

10 Football game: 
Glendale vs. 
Arcadia, Moyse 
Field, 7 p.m.

10 Football game: 
Hoover vs. 
Pasadena, 7 p.m.

11 Football game: CV 
vs. Burbank, Moyse 
Field, 7 p.m.

14 Student Advisory 
Council Meeting, 
Room 103, 3:45 p.m.

15 Board Meeting, 
Admin. Bldg. Board 
Room, 5 p.m.

16 District GATE Parent 
Meeting, Glendale 
HS Auditorium, 6:30 
p.m.

17 Football game: 
Hoover vs. 
Burroughs, 7 p.m.

18 Football game: CV 
vs. Glendale, Moyse 
Field, 7 p.m.

24 Football game: 
Glendale vs. 
Burbank, 7 p.m.

25 Football game: CV 
vs. Hoover, Moyse 
Field, 7 p.m.

31 Football game: 
Hoover vs. Burbank, 
Moyse Field, 7 p.m.

CERT Training
From Page 1

Dutton, Crescenta Valley 
CERT instructors.

CERT training provides the 
team leaders with basic 

Achievement, a non-profit 
organization that teaches 
students financial lit-
eracy and has served as 
an ambassador for the 
Glendale City Council.

She is excited to be a stu-
dent board member and 
cannot wait to begin work!

Audria
From page 1

been put out to bid. The 
start of construction is antic-
ipated in November 2013 
and expects to complete by 
June 2015.

District-Wide Aquatic 
Center at Glendale High 
School: Over the last few 
months, KPI Architects has 
been working with  GUSD 
swim coaches to finalize 
the designs for the new 
GUSD Aquatic Center.  
Additionally, the District is 
exploring the feasibility of 
installing renewable energy 
with this project. Final 
designs are expected to be 
completed and submitted 
to the State for review later 
this year. Anticipated start of 
construction is in June 2014 
and anticipated completion 
date is October 2015.

Franklin Elementary New 
Classroom Building: 
There are exciting times 
coming for the Franklin 
community. Over the last 
several months, Facilities 
and Support staff has 

been working with Osborn 
Architects to complete the 
preliminary evaluations 
and concepts for a new 
16-classroom building to 
replace the older portable 
buildings. The school com-
munity is actively pursuing 

a school greening grant to 
complement this project. 
The anticipated start of 
construction is in the winter 
of 2014 and the anticipated 
completion date is in the fall 
of 2015.

Measure S
From page 4

skills necessary to respond 
to the community’s needs in 
the aftermath of a disaster 
when emergency services 
are not readily available.

Topics covered were disas-
ter preparedness, fire safety 
and utility controls, medical 
operations, search/triage/
rescue operations, and 
disaster psychology.

In the evening of September 5, R.D. White’s PTA hosted 
a Welcome Back Picnic for students and families. The 
picnic’s theme was a campfire. Students brought sleeping 
bags and tents. Families had the option of bringing food or 
buying dinner that was available. Students participated in 
games and activities. It was an enjoyable evening for all.

R.D. White’s Welcome-Back-Picnic


