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Message from Dr. Sheehan
The results are now fi nal, and I would like to congratulate Greg Krikorian, 
Christine Walters and Dr. Armina Gharpetian for being elected to the 
Governing Board of the Glendale Unifi ed School District. They will be 
taking their oath of offi ce on April 15, 2013 at 4:15 p.m. in the Board 
Room. The public is welcome to attend.

I would also like to take this time to thank Joylene Wagner for her dedi-
cated service to the district. She wholeheartedly served eight years on the 
Board of Education. Not only did she advocate for our students at the dis-
trict level, she did so at the county level and the state level having served 
on various boards and committees. Her devotion to Glendale was evident.

While most school districts have had furlough days and layoffs, Glendale 
has not. Our students are achieving, and we have not had to cut programs 
in music, art, and athletics. Our offerings in career technical education 
have expanded as well as our offering of dual immersion programs. Thank 
you, Mrs. Wagner, for helping us through some very challenging years so 
that we could continue to provide a high quality education that addresses 
the unique potential of each student in a safe, engaging environment.

A farewell reception is being planned for Board member Joylene Wagner 
on Monday, April 15, at 3:30 p.m. in Room 103. I hope you will be able to 
attend as we say thank you to Mrs. Wagner.

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D, Superintendent of Schools

In 2010, as the committee mem-
bers developing the GUSD 2015 
Strategic Plan shaped the vision 
of the district’s future, one key 
point repeatedly emerged: our 
students must be equipped with 
the skills necessary to navigate 
the 21st century. Discussion 
based on the research of lead-
ing analysts such as Daniel 
Pink and Jim Brazell, and in 
conjunction with the newly 
adopted Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS), highlighted 
the multi-disciplinary approach 
to knowledge.

Now, three years later, the real-
ization of the many goals identi-
fi ed within the 2015 Strategic 
Plan is forwarded through our 
transition to the CCSS. The 
transition is based not only on 
state mandates, but on the belief 
that the rigor and relevance 
embodied within these stan-
dards meet the needs of kids. 
The key instructional shifts are 
already apparent in classroom 
instruction with increased use of 
primary and secondary sources 
in evidence-based presenta-
tions, as well as the application 
of math concepts to solve “real 
world” problems. The critical 
thinking skills honed through 
these shifts will serve students 
well as they navigate an increas-
ingly complex world.

While piloting Next Generation 
Continued on page 4,

Common Core

Common 
Core State 
Standards

Three Glendale School teachers 
presented lessons at the California 
Council for the Social Studies’ 52nd 
annual conference, “Social Studies on 
the March,” at the Hyatt SFO Airport in 
Burlingame, California on March 8-10.

Margie Billings of Rosemont Middle 
School and Christina Thomas of 
Wilson Middle School presented their 
Industrial Revolution: “You’ve Got to 
Go There” lesson. Reinelle Abrazado, 
eighth grade U.S. History Special 

Middle school teachers Margie 
Billings,  Christina Thomas and 
Reinelle Abrazado.

Education teacher at Wilson Middle School, also presented her lesson -
- “Development of Factories in the Northeast [1800-1850].” Both lessons 
focus on the Boston Field Study Trip Cohort 2 in the Teaching American 
History Grant book. The lessons are also aligned with Glendale Schools’ 
eighth grade Industrial Revolution California State Standards, and the 
newly adopted Common Core State Standards.

Glendale teachers impress at Social 
Studies conference -- utilizing CCSS
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A Memoir of a Peace Corps
Volunteer’s Journey into History

Good Morning, Mr. 
Paul is a memoir 
of a young Peace 

Corps volunteer following 
President John F. Kennedy’s 
challenge to serve his 
country by serving others 
between 1963 and 1965. 
While Mr. Paul is coaching 
Indonesian athletes for 
the 1964 Olympic Games 

and teaching at the University of Sriwidjaja, his idealistic desire to serve is tempered, 
however, when he faces resistance and threats from the communists fomenting civil 
unrest at that time in Indonesia’s history. 

Th e reader will also live with Mr. Paul as he experiences cultural adjustments, romance, 
embarrassing and humorous events, and life-and-death situations as he struggles to 
fulfi ll his commitment to the Peace Corps, the Indonesian people, and himself. Perhaps 
more signifi cantly, Good Morning, Mr. Paul is about a young American with a limited 
world view, learning that people are far more important than things; that the measure 
of a man, even an athlete, lies not in his physical strength but in his courage to continue 
when there seems little hope; that there is a higher calling to serve others, rather than to 
be served; that faith is real.

U.S. $XX.XX

BIOGRAPHY - AUTOBIOGRAPHY - MEMOIR

Teacher-turned-author after 
retirement publishes fi rst book

Retired Glendale High School English teacher Paul 
Burghdorf recently released a book, “Good Morning, Mr. 
Paul,” which chronicles his two years in Indonesia as a 
Peace Corps volunteer in the early 1960’s. According to 
Burghdorf, many of his adventures were shared with his 
students, who actually were the fi rst to suggest that he cap-
ture his stories in a book. He is having a great time sharing 
the book at various venues.

Publisher’s layout of the front and back of the book’s jacket. Photo 
in the back cover shows Paul Burghdorf (far right) with Peace Corps 
contingents meeting with President John F. Kennedy at the White 
House shortly before departing for Indonesia.

Franklin Magnet School was visited by the American 
Language Center (UCLA Extension) in February. The 
Chinese teachers viewed the dual immersion programs 
offered in Italian, German, Spanish and French. They 
learned about the techniques and strategies of teaching a 
second language, the curriculum and the philosophy. They 
will take their knowledge back to China where they will be 
teaching English as a second language.

Visitors to take Franklin’s dual 
immersion techniques for use in 

China’s classrooms

Dr. Gandera’s Wellness Report
On Monday, April 8, GUSD hosted its fi rst health fair at 
Glendale High School. It was very successful. Over 370 
gift cards, each worth $100, were distributed to GUSD 
employees who had their biometric screening done at 
the health fair.

Blue Shield reported that the biometric screenings went 
well; several employees received yellow slips informing 
them to make an immediate appointment with their doc-
tors due to conditions discovered requiring urgent atten-
tion such as very high blood pressure or too much/too 
little insulin in the blood.

Participants expressed their satisfaction with the health 
fair and their desire to see one every year.

Companies who participated in the health fair donated 
gifts that were raffl ed off to participants. Here are the 
lucky winners:

Walter Yoneda, 
Glendale Credit Union 
ice bag w/ soda
Asunta Capra, Colgate 
toothbrush
Jaime Alvarez, Chase 
Steel Cup
Sandy Benetic, Chase 
Blue Bag
Diane Hill, Picnic 
Serving Caddy
Grace Lopez, Glass 
Scale
Karmen Herabidian, 
Eat Well Book
Princess Harris, 
Delta Dental Electric 
Toothbrush
Arax Der-Barseghian, 
Bus with $25 Chevron 
Gift Card
Margarita Gasparyan, 
Bus with $25 Chevron 
Gift Card
Rebecca Witt, 
Starbucks $10 gift card
Jeff Campo, Starbucks 
$15 gift card
Andrea Contreras, 30 
days LA Fitness
Luis Guevara, Curves
Kimberly Swan, 
Massage
Anahid Pedrossian, 
Medieval Times Dinner 
for two
Karine Arutyunyan, 
Cold Stone Facial
Gilda Vardanyan, 
Massage
Leslie Chavez, Bamboo 
Massage
Marge Rader, 1 
Chiropractic Session
Katie Li, Chiropractic 
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Chris Stanley, 1 
Acupuncture Session
Corkie O’Rourke, Teeth 
Whitening
Arline Hakopian, 
Men’s Ophtalmic Taliani 
Glasses
Ann Kim, Women’s 
Ophtalmic Taliani 
Glasses
Shannon Kracker, 
Women’s Ophtalmic 
Taliani Glasses
Kevin Hoang, Women’s 
Ophtalmic Taliani 
Glasses
Juliet Vartanian, 
Nautica Sunglasses
Roxanne Ouweleen, 
Women’s Givenchy 
Sunglasses
Adriana Pestonji, Men’s 
Tom Ford Sunglasses
Carla Walker, Women’s 
Tom Ford Sunglasses
Terry Gwilt, Kindle Fire
Pam Kelly, Kindle Fire
Stephanie Stein, 
Mountain Bike
Jason Pinsker, 32-inch 
TV
Sandra Morales, 42-
inch TV
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Crescenta Valley High School Academy Seniors Easun 
Arunachalam and Richard Cho participated in the 63rd Annual 
Los Angeles County Science and Engineering Fair, which was 
held from March 21 - 24 at the Pasadena Convention Center. It is 
the largest and longest running regional science fair in the nation.

Both Richard and Easun placed fi rst in their respective categories 
and will be representing Los Angeles County at the California 
State Science Fair to be held on April 15 and 16, 2013.

In addition, Easun received the fi rst place Senior Division award 
from the UCLA Brain Research Institute. Out of over 900 students 
that participated in this regional fair this year, Easun was one of 
two students selected to represent LA County at Intel ISEF (Intel 
International Science and Engineering Fair) to be held in Phoenix, 
Arizona from May 12-17.

CVHS seniors to represent Los Angeles County in 
regionals after top award win in Science Fair

As a seventh grader at 
Rosemont Middle School 
in 2008, Easun won fi rst 
place in the Daily News 
Regional Spelling Bee 
competition.

File photo

Easun Arunachalam

On March 2, 2013, 43 Glendale High 
School students presented their history 
projects at Azusa Pacifi c University. They 
competed with private and magnet schools 
all across Los Angeles County and the 
competition was fi erce this year.

Students Justin Llamas, Megan Llamas, 
Karah Hui, and Yasmeen Syed were 
chosen as alternates to go on to state 
competition; their documentary was 
“Heeding Einstein’s Warning: The 
Manhattan Project.”

Michael Williams was selected to com-
pete in Sacramento for his individual 
performance on “The World Stood Still 
and Changed Forever - The Cuban 
Missile Crisis,” and Serafi n Viola and Liz 
Silva were also chosen to compete in 
Sacramento for their exhibit on “Silent 
Spring: The First Environmental Light.” 
These students, along with their teacher 
Olivia Macaulay, will travel to Sacramento 
on April 26, 27, and 28, 2013 for the 
California State History Day Competition.

LA County History Day“Pandiculation” garners Valley View 
student county spelling champion honor
Sixth grade Valley View student Yeri Kim brought home the champion’s 
trophy from the Los Angeles County Offi ce of Education Spelling Bee 
competition. Representing Glendale Schools and competing against 23 
other school districts, Yeri won by elimination on the 19th round with the 

Top photo: Yeri (center) with other win-
ners at LACOE.
Right photo: Yeri with Valiant, the 
school’s mascot, at Valley View’s 
awards assembly.

Young mathematicians’ fi eld day
Math Field Day was held at La Crescenta Elementary School on March 30. A total of 232 fourth through sixth graders 
from 23 schools participated in fun and challenging math problems. Group competitions were in the areas of Algebra & 
Functions, Measurement & Geometry, and Statistics & Probability.

The four topscoring students in each grade level are, from 4th grade: Jaya Hamkins from Dunsmore, Sarah Nakama 
from Verdugo Woodlands, Vickie Nguyen from Muir, and Hayk Tovbekhakyan from Columbus; from 5th grade: Justin 
Chong from Keppel, Nathan Heller from Verdugo Woodlands, Benjamin Lee from Dunsmore, and Samantha Moore from 
Mountain Avenue; and from 6th grade: Ji Hoon Choi from Toll, Benjamin Noh from Toll, Sung Hwan Shim from Monte 
Vista, and Brian Son from Mountain Avenue. These students will participate in County Math Field Day on April 27, at 
Wilson Middle School.

Sixth grade winnersFifth grade winnersFourth grade winners

word “pandiculation;” this feat was 
nothing to yawn about.
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Roosevelt Middle School track team is the overall winner 
and reigning champions in last month’s middle school track 
meet. A total of 72 students took part in the track meet. 
There were four divisions, three in which the Roosevelt 
team took fi rst place: 7th grade girls, fi rst place; 7th grade 
boys, fi rst place; 8th grade girls, third place; and, 8th grade 
boys, fi rst place.

Overall District fi rst place winners, all from Roosevelt, 
were: 7th grade girls, Diane Castillo; 7th grade boys, Luis 
Alvarez; and 8th grade boys, Carlos Ramos. Coaches 
Corina Rodriguez and Pete Loaiza worked hard with these 
students and was at the meet to cheer them on.

Roosevelt Middle School track team is reigning champion

Cerritos EEELP’s young fi lmmakers
S t u d e n t s 
in Cerritos 
E l e m e n t a r y ’ s 
ASES program, 
one of Early 
Education and 
Extended Learning 
P r o g r a m ’ s 
(EEELP) many 
child care pro-
grams,  learned 
how to produce 
and fi lm stop 
motion animated 
movies using the 
Fresh-i Film cur-
riculum. Students 
learned about 
scripts, story-
boards, production 
values, camera 
angles, dialog, set 
design, and fi lm-
ing techniques. They had fun collaborating and learning the 
creative process.

Upon completing their projects, it was movie time for fellow 
students followed by an awards ceremony.

The Wilson Middle School eighth grade science class of 
Mary Inglish went to The Columbia Memorial Space Center 
in Downey for a fi eld trip on March 7. This trip was made 
possible by a $500-donation from the Glendale Kiwanis.

Kiwanis makes fi eld trip possible

On April 8, 2013, Toll Middle School staff spent the after-
noon at Montrose Bowl. Toll’s Professional Development 
Team created a Common Core Performance Assessment 
that focused on the physics of bowling which integrated lit-
erary analysis, historical events connected to bowling, key 
academic vocabulary in math and physics, as well as a 
multi-media component.

Toll staff bowled over by 
Common Core standards

Teachers had 
the opportunity 
to understand 
how physics 
laws apply to the 
sport of bowling 
by answering the 
essential ques-
tion, “how can 
the knowledge of 
physics be used 
to improve an 
individual’s bowl-
ing game?”

At the end of the 
in-service, teams 
were given the 
opportunity to 
practice what they 
had learned by 
bowling a com-
plete game. Most 
improved bowlers 
received recogni-
tion at the end of 
the game.
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Upcoming Events
APRIL

15 Farewell Reception for Joylene 
Wagner, 3:30 p.m. @Admin. 
Building, Room 103

15 Board Organizational Meeting 
(Swearing-in Ceremony), 4 pm @ 
the Board Room

18 Glendale HS Open House, 6 pm
18 Toll MS Open House, 6 pm
19 Glenoaks Foundation Casino 

Night, 7 pm @ Impressions 
Banquet Hall

20 MACK 20th Anniversay Night 
Out, 6 pm @ La Canada 
Thursdays Club

20 Middle School Honor Band and 
Orchestra Concert, 7 pm @ GHS 
Auditorium

22 12th Annual Armenian Genocide 
Commemoration, 7 pm @ GHS

27 9th Annual Verdugo Woodlands 
Ritz, 6 pm @ Oakmont Country 
Club

MAY
1 Valley View Open House, 7 pm
7 Focus On Results Secondary 

Training, 8 am @ United 
Methodist Church

7 Board Meeting (Masonic Awards), 
4 pm @ Board Room

8 Focus On Results Elementary 
Group A Training, 8 am @ the 
Board Room

9 Focus On Results Elementary 
Group B Training, 8 am @ the 
Board Room

9 Monte Vista Open House, 6:30 
pm

14 Special Board Meeting 
(Retirements)

15 Cloud Pre-School Open House, 
6:30 pm

16 Glendale Police Awards 
Luncheon, 11:30 am @ Glendale 
Hilton

16 Fremont Open House
16 Glenoaks Open House, 6 pm
16 La Crescenta Open House, 6:30 

pm
16 Lincoln Open House, 6:30 pm
16 Verdugo Woodlands Open 

House, 6:30 pm
17 Clark Magnet Senior Project 

Presentations, 12 - 4 pm
18 Clark Magnet Senior Project 

Presentations, 8:15 am - 1 pm
18 PromPlus
19 Adelante Latinos @ CVHS
19 Jewel City Fun & Fitness Ride, 

7:30 am - 12 noon
20 Hoover Senior Awards Night, 6 

pm
21 Board of Education Meeting, 4 

pm @ the Board Room
22 BurgerFest - Celebrating 

Classifi ed Employees Week, 
11:30 am - 1 pm @ Admin Bldg 
Loading Dock

22 Clark Magnet HS Senior Awards 
Night, 6 pm

22 Keppel Open House, 6:30 pm
23 College View Promotion 

Ceremony, 10 am
23 Cerritos Open House, 6:30 pm
23 Mann Open House, 6:30 pm
23 Marshall Open House, 7 pm
23 CVHS Senior Awards Night, 7 pm
27 Memorial Day Holiday
29 Glendale HS Senior Awards 

Night, 6:30 pm
30 Mountain Avenue Elementary 

Promotion Ceremony, 5:30 pm
31 Fremont Elementary Promotion 

Ceremony, 6 pm
31 Keppel Elementary Promotion 

Ceremony, 6 pm @ Hoover HS 
Auditorium

1. Students will learn in an 
educational environment 
that supports their individual 
needs and diverse learning 
styles.

2. Students will learn in safe, 
well-maintained facilities.

3. Students will enjoy a 
learning environment that 
embraces diversity, rejects 
bullying, and supports ALL 
students regardless of their 
differences.

4. Students will have access 
to counseling services to 
reach their full potential.

5. Students will enjoy a learn-
ing environment that encour-
ages a healthy lifestyle.

6. Students will learn in 
schools that are environ-
mentally responsible and 
that encourage environmen-
tal stewardship.

7. Students will be exposed 

to current issues that dem-
onstrate the applicability of 
their lessons to the world 
beyond school.

8. Students will have access 
to alternative learning envi-
ronments including online 
coursework, community 
internships, enrichment 
classes and academic 
coursework outside their 
designated school facility.

9. Students will be taught by 
highly trained and moti-
vated teachers who use 
rigorous, consistent and fair 
standards in evaluating aca-
demic performance.

10. Students will learn in a 
classroom culture that fos-
ters inquiry and advocacy.

11. Student learning will be 
accelerated through high 
quality instruction as a result 
of teachers collaborating 
professionally.

2015 Strategic Plan
DIRECTION THREE

The Learning Environment

Assessments (NGA) 
or Performance Tasks 
allow all teachers an 
opportunity to gauge 
CCSS expectations, 
there are those who 
have investigated the 
CCSS more closely. The 
approximately 125 edu-
cators who volunteered 
to participate as mem-
bers of the Common 
Core Cadre have decon-
structed standards and 
developed NGAs based 
upon the standards. 
Seven GUSD schools 
have been selected by 
the state to participate 
in the scientifi c pilot test 
conducted by Smarter 
Balanced. Indeed, a few 
schools have already 
experienced the func-
tionality of this new test 
administration system. 
Finally, Instructional 
Leadership Teams have 
incorporated the stan-
dards in their continued 
refi nement of high qual-
ity teaching and learning. 
The standards determine 
what we teach and the 
lesson framework, how 
we teach.

In the last few years, 
we have increased 
our awareness of the 
CCSS. The California 
Department of Education 
maintains that the CCSS 
timeline is a “living” doc-
ument. As such, modifi -
cations will continue to 
be made while the state 
prepares for full imple-
mentation. Their time-
line posts fi eld testing 
of NGAs in 2013-2014, 
with full implementation 
in 2014-15. Determining 
our path to full imple-
mentation will require 
a thorough review of 
our current professional 
development structure. 
As we systemically 
increase both the effec-
tiveness and the cohe-
sion of our own learning, 
we will better prepare 
“our students for their 
future.”

Common Core
from page 1

On Thursday, March 28, 26 parents graduated from Project 
2 Inspire (P2I) sponsored by the California Association for 
Bilingual Education (CABE). P2I promotes family engage-
ment and leadership to our parents.

The Horace Mann parents were presented with a diploma, 
graduation cap, and red carnation. Students were invited 
to the graduation and were able to celebrate with their par-
ents. GUSD Teacher Specialist Jo Ann Daly, Maria Villa, 
Coordinator, Laura Diaz, Presentor, Jan Gustafson-Cores, 
CEO, Chris Burt, GUSD Teacher Specialist, and Rosa 
Alonso, Principal, were present for this memorable event! 
This was the fi rst time for all parents to actually experience 
a graduation and with high honors! Congratulations to the 
fi rst Horace Mann parent group to graduate from Project 2 
Inspire’s Class of 2013.

First CABE Project 2 Inspire class 
graduates at Mann Elementary


