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Message from Dr. Sheehan
Greetings,
As Thanksgiving is quickly approaching, I wanted to refl ect upon the many things that 
I am grateful for. With the election fresh in our minds, I am grateful for the passage of 
Proposition 30. We will now be turning our attention to the district’s $15 million struc-
tural defi cit. The next hurdle with the budget will be the Governor’s proposed budget 
that will be issued in early January. At that time, we will have a better understand-
ing of what the passing of Proposition 30 will mean. The Governor is pushing for a 
new state funding model for school districts, which is based on a weighted student 
formula. It was proposed last year and did not receive support. GUSD would be a 
district that would lose money, if it is passed with a similar formula.
As Superintendent, I am grateful to work in such an excellent district. I have been 
going through classrooms and truly appreciate the learning that is taking place. I am 
grateful for the time and effort our teachers put in on a daily basis, you are the best! 
I am also very appreciative of our site leadership teams, led by our wonderful princi-
pals and our classifi ed staff.
From a personal standpoint, I am grateful for a very supportive family. My wife is 
enjoying her second year back at the middle school as an assistant principal 
in Covina. My oldest, Danny is enjoying his freshman year at San Diego State 
University. He tells me classes are going well, and I just have to accept the fact that 
I really hope so. My middle son, Ryan has just received his driver’s permit and will 
soon be adventuring off on his own. Finally, my youngest is spreading his wings as 
an eighth grader. 
Please enjoy your families during the holidays, especially Thanksgiving.

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D, Superintendent of Schools

The District has reached 
agreements with the Glendale 
Teachers Association and the 
California School Employees 
Association, Chapter #3 
to offer the PARS Early 
Retirement Incentive Plan for 
the 2012-2013 school year to 
our certifi cated and classifi ed 
non-management employ-
ees. This plan is offered to 
District employees who have 
been with the District for a 
minimum of fi ve (5) years. The 
District will offer fi fty percent 
(50%) of fi nal pay to qualifying 
employees who elect to retire 
from District service. The eli-
gible retiree must complete 
the application process no 
later than February 1, 2013 
with the District determining if 
it is fi nancially advantageous 
to offer the plan no later than 
March 1, 2013.

Both Memorandums of 
Understanding (MOUs) can 
be found on our District web-
site at www.gusd.net for 
your review as each have 
additional components per-
tinent to each bargaining 
unit. It is anticipated that a 
similar PARS Early Retirement 
Incentive Plan proposal will be 
made to the Glendale Schools 
Management Association 
members in the near future. 
In both MOUs, it was agreed 
that the District will take into 
account any savings from the 
Plan in determining layoffs in 
Spring 2013 for each individual 
bargaining unit.

Early 
Retirement 

Update

Continued on page 4, Early 
Retirement

For the fi rst time at Valley View, fourth 
graders were presented a lesson 
through Skype on the computer on 
November 7.

Mr. Calvin Cooper Shepherd, who lives 
in Detroit, is a former Marine and the 
grandfather of student Asante Guzik. 
He spoke to the fourth grade classes to 
culminate the Patriot Day lessons given 
earlier this school year.

By speaking with a veteran, the stu-
dents learned more about American 
history and what it truly means to protect and serve our great country. Mr. Shepard is 
part of the Moniford Point Marines, who were recently honored by the Marine Corps 
and Congress as part of the fi rst black Marines. They were given the Congressional 
Gold Medal, the nation’s highest civilian honor.

Mr. Calvin Cooper Shepherd spoke to the classes about: The Montford Point 

Continued on page 2, Skype

Valley View Elementary fourth graders are 
presented their lessons via Skype



October 2012
2012-13 Issue No. 3

Page 2DR. RICHARD M. SHEEHAN, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) referred the Glendale Fire Administration (GFA) to Dominique 
Evans-Bye and her students at Clark Magnet High School to assist in updating the Local Hazards Mitigation Plan (LHMP). 
The city needed the Clark students to use the Hazus-MH software they use in their ROP/CTE geographic information sci-

Clark Magnet students tapped by FEMA to draw 
local hazards map

ence courses to assess risks and estimate losses from potential natural disas-
ters. Evans-Bye’s students created a project management plan and fi nished 
level-one Hazus-MH analyses for earthquake and fl ood hazards and mapped 
the wildfi re urban interface, liquifaction zones and landslide risk areas for the 
city. Clark students began the level-two 
analyses by updating the state data-
base for essential facilities in Glendale 
as the GFA provided data. There is still 
much data to be updated in the state’s 
database. As the city or GFA sends us 
updated fi les, Clark students will con-
tinue to update portions of the LHMP. 
This will be an ongoing project for 
students in the Geology of Disasters 
course at Clark Magnet High School.

Four Toll Middle School families hosted exchange students 
from Korea during the week of October 8. The Korean 
students are from Glendale’s sister city, Goseong. The 
exchange students shadowed a Toll Titan during their stay. 

Toll families host exchange 
students from Korea

Hoover High School seniors Isabel Hodgson and Mihran 
Hovhannesyan received the Tom Miller award on November 
8 at Glendale Memorial Hospital.

Isabel Hodgson (left), counselor 
Rose Samore (center), and Mihran 
Hovhannesyan (right).

This award honors 
the memory of former 
Glendale Community 
Foundation Executive 
Director and community 
supporter Tom Miller, who 
represented creativity, 
passion, inclusiveness, 
egalitarianism, energy, 
and altruism. It was given 
by the Glendale Healthier 
Community Coalition and 
the Character and Ethics 
project combined. There 
are three types of awards: 
students, organization, 
and individual. Students 
were nominated by all 
area schools by their 
counselors. Normally, it 
is one winner but it was 
such a hard choice this 
year that they gave two.

Two Hoover High School 
seniors tie-in for award -- a fi rst 

in coalition’s history

Marines; the countries and states he went to while in the ser-
vice; how long he was a marine and consecutively, how long 
he was in the National Guard; how long was it, since he left 
the marines, before the Congressional Gold Medal was hon-
ored; who gives the Congressional Gold Medal and what is it 
for; his involvement today with the League and VFW; and to 
what museum his uniform was donated.

Skype, continued from page 1

On Friday, 
O c t o b e r 
12, the 
exchange 
students 
provided 
the Toll 
Titans a 
c u l t u r a l 
assembly.



October 2012
2012-13 Issue No. 3

Page 3DR. RICHARD M. SHEEHAN, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

The Army of Pink comes 
marching in

The Dunsmore School staff is proud to be a part of the Army of Pink.

The staff at Fremont Elementary School described themselves pretty 
in pink. They had a whole month of pink Wednesdays in October to 
commemorate Breast Cancer Month.

Staff and students dress up for 
fun on Halloween

Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Richard Sheehan (pizza) and 
Marshall Elementary principal 
Carla Walker (box of crayons).

Monte Vista Elementary School 
second grade teacher Janet 
Chadwick working her magic on 
her cums.

Clockwise from 
top: Valley View 
Elementary School 
principal Dr. Adriana 
Pestonji as the 
Mad Hatter with a 
student as Alice in 
Wonderland; a Valley 
View student dressed 
as a tube of toothpaste; a washing machine; 
and a box of macaroni and cheese.

The Dunsmore staff chose “Idioms” as their theme for Halloween.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Richard Sheehan was part of 
Glendale Adventist Hospital’s 
Army of Pink Breast Cancer 

Dr. Sheehan came in 
second to Glendale 
Police Captain Carl 
Povilaitis. “Breast cancer 
does not discriminate, 
both men and women 
are at risk of getting 
breast cancer. The 
best protection is early 
detection,” Dr. Sheehan 
reiterated. “Again, many 
thanks to those who 
voted. I sincerely appre-
ciate your support in this 
campaign.”

Awareness Month campaign 
held from October 1 - 26.



October 2012
2012-13 Issue No. 3

Page 4DR. RICHARD M. SHEEHAN, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Columbus students are Lexus’ latest benefactor

Columbus students show their apprecia-
tion to Lexus of Glendale (right). The back-
pack racks (above) were given to Columbus 
Elementary School by Lexus.

Upcoming 
Events

NOVEMBER

12 Veteran’s Day Holiday
14 Taste of the Foothills, 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. @ 
Marketplace Shopping 
Center (Ralph’s), 2629 
Foothill Blvd.

20 College View School’s 
Walk-A-Wheel-A-Thon, 
10 a.m.

20 Board Meeting, 4 p.m. 
@ Board Room

21 Thanksgiving Recess, 
School Sites

22-23 Thanksgiving 
Recess, School Sites & 
Administrative Building

26 ANC Financial Aid 
Workshop, 6:30 p.m. @ 
Glendale Civic Center

27 Focus on Results 
Secondary Full Day 
Training, 8 a.m. @ 
Glendale First United 
Methodist Church

28 Focus on Results 
Elementary Full Day 
Training - Group B, 8 
a.m. @ Board Room

29 Focus on Results 
Elementary Full Day 
Training - Group A, 8 
a.m. @ Board Room

30 Edison Achievement 
Medal Ceremony, 9:15 
a.m.

DECEMBER

3 Clark’s Holiday Snack, 
1 p.m. @ Clark Cybrary

6 Principal for A Day, 12 
p.m. @ Board Room

11 Board Meeting, 4 p.m. 
@ Board Room

24-Jan. 1 Winter Recess, 
Administrative Building

24-Jan. 4 Winter Recess, 
School Sites

212° Leadership
Quote of the Month

“What gets measured 
gets improved.”

-Peter Drucker

Glenoaks students hone hand washing skills

Dr. Linet Mirzaian, Family Medicine Specialist at Kaiser Permanente and a mother of twins, 
was at Glenoaks Elementary on October 15 to promote proper hand washing techniques to 
the students. Dr. Mirzaian reminded the children that hand washing is a habit that everyone 
needs to practice. October 15 is Global Handwashing Day - now in its fi fth year.

Qualifying employees 
will have a person-
alized information 
packet with Plan 
options mailed to 
their homes soon. 
The District is work-
ing with PARS (man-
ager of this retirement 
plan), California State 
Teachers Retirement 
System (STRS), and 
California Public 
Employees Retirement 
System (PERS) to pro-
vide workshops in our 
District for employees 
who are interested in 
learning more about 
this option. We will 
provide further infor-
mation on these work-
shops as soon as they 
are fi nalized.

Early Retirement, 
continued from page 1

Red Ribbon Week in Glendale

Columbus Elementary students made Pajama Day part of Red 
Ribbon Week. They cleverly used the slogan ‘Put Drugs to Rest’. 

Valley View Elementary formed 
the universal ‘No’ symbol for this 
picture (left) and posted their  
message on the fence (above).


