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Message from Dr. Sheehan
Here we are in October already, secondary schools have issued student 
progress reports, and we are closing in on the end of the fi rst trimester for 
elementary schools.

This month, the District is holding three community meetings on the District 
Fiscal Crisis and has discussed the District’s $15 million structural defi cit in 
Board Meetings and at public forums. The District will be cutting $10 million 
out of its budget for the 2013-14 school year. If Propositions 30 and 38 fail, 
the District will have to cut an additional $11-12 million from the budget. The 
general fund budget is comprised of 90 percent personnel, which means 
any cuts will have to include personnel, including teaching positions. 

One opportunity the District is aggressively pursuing for additional revenue 
is the Federal Race To The Top (RTTT) grant. GUSD is applying for a $40 
million grant funded over four years. The grant application must be submit-
ted by October 30, 2012, with the fi rst round of funding scheduled to be 
funded in December 2012. The District’s plan includes curriculum specialists 
and intervention specialists at each school site, which consists of approxi-
mately 40 teacher positions. These positions could assist in minimizing 
teacher lay-offs for next year. The three required signatures are the Board 
President, Superintendent of Schools, and the GTA President. I am hopeful 
that we will be able to submit our grant, as our main objective is to better 
serve our students and bring much needed resources to the district during 
these critical times to retain our outstanding teachers.

In closing, I am going to do some shameless self-promotion, but for a great 
cause. This year, I am proud to be participating in the Army of Pink for the 
Glendale Adventist Hospital, bringing Breast Cancer awareness to the fore-
front of our community. I have been touched by the disease personally, as 
my mom is a breast cancer survivor. Two quick facts about breast cancer: 1 
in 8 women will get breast cancer and it is the second most common cancer 
from women (men can also get breast cancer). Please go to http://www.
glendaleadventist.com/armyofpink to learn more about the campaign and to 
cast a vote for me.

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D, Superintendent of Schools Community 
Information Meetings

7 - 8:30 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 8, 2012

CVHS Auditorium
Monday, October 15, 2012
Glendale HS Auditorium

Monday, October 22, 2012
Hoover HS Auditorium

Negotiations update

Meet student board 
member

Joy McCreary
C r e s c e n t a 
Valley High 
junior Joy 
M c C r e a r y 
was sworn 
into offi ce at 
the October 
2 Board of 
E d u c a t i o n 
meeting.
Joy was elected by the Student 
Advisory Council to serve as the 
student board member of the 
Board of Education for 2012-13 
school year.

Joy is the daughter of Valley View 
teacher Scott McCreary.

The State of California’s fi scal 
crisis has directly impacted our 
District. The District is in its fi fth 
year of funding cuts from the 
State, and it does not appear that 
these reductions will be restored 
for several years. The reduction in 
funding for 2008-09 through 2012-
13 has been $150.7 million for 
Glendale Unifi ed.

The District has actively addressed 
the challenge of reduced fund-

District Fiscal Crisis

Continued on page 4, Fiscal Report

Continued on page 4, Negotiations Update

On Thursday, October 4, 2012, the District and the Glendale Teachers 
Association met to negotiate on three issues: online courses, PARS Early 
Retirement Incentive, and Article 8 - Teacher Evaluation Process as it 
relates to the $30-$40 million Federal Race to the Top (RTTT) grant.

The early part of the morning was spent on on-line courses and GTA pre-
sented a proposal to the district. The district will present a counter proposal 
at our next meeting scheduled for October 16, 2012.



September 2012
2012-13 Issue No. 2

Page 2DR. RICHARD M. SHEEHAN, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Walktober: Glendale students participate in Walk-to-School day

Lincoln Elementary School

Horace Mann Elementary School

Rosemont Middle School

Roosevelt Middle School

October 3, 2012 is International Walk-to-School Day. Thousands of students and parents walked to school that day to kick 
off Walktober; everyone is encouraged to walk to school (or to work) for the whole month of October.
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Wilson Middle School: 1 of 6 schools in the nation 
selected as a NASA Explorer School

Woodrow Wilson Middle School is very excited to be one 
of six schools in the nation to be chosen for the NASA 
Explorer School, Reduced Gravity Opportunity program 
this year (a short video of the acceptance can be seen at 
http://go.nasa.gov/SxR8KL). Through this program, Science 
teacher Mary Inglish, Math teacher Paula Jackson, and 
Science teacher Anita Lalaian, will perform three experi-
ments (the inertial balance, the projectile launcher and fl uid 
dynamics) with their students in their classrooms.

While performing these NASA experiments, students will 
gather data and, based on this data, they will make predic-
tions and form hypotheses about how these experiments 
will perform in hyper and/or microgravity. The students 
will share these data with NASA specialists at Johnson’s 
Space Center (JSC) in Houston, Texas via web video 
conferencing.

In April 2013, Inglish, Jackson, and Lalaian will travel to JSC 
to train for fi ve days. They will fl y aboard the “Weightless 
Wonder,” NASA’s Zero-G airplane designed to fl y in parabo-
las to create approximately 30 second periods of hyper and 
micro gravity and perform the same three classroom experi-
ments in various gravity conditions.

The fi rst NASA Digital Learning Network (DLN) Web 
Conference presentation called “Over The Top” is going to 
take place on Thursday, October 11, in the Wilson Middle 
School auditorium with about 100 students. This presenta-
tion will give the students an overview about microgravity 
concepts. Then the teachers will begin performing the 
experiments in their classrooms and have other scheduled 
web conferences after each one.

On September 13, Hoover High School teacher Brian 
Crsoby spoke at New York Times’ Schools for Tomorrow 
conference (http://nytschoolsfortomorrow.com/speakers.
php). The theme of the meeting is Building a Better Teacher.  
Additionally, Crosby was a part of NBC’s Education Nation 
Town Hall Meeting on September 23, also in New York.

Hoover teacher Brian Crosby 
featured education speaker in NY

Mr. Keith Jones has returned to his position as Regional 
Maintenance Supervisor on September 4, 2012, after his 
year-long deployment to Afghanistan with the U.S. Navy. 
The Board of Education thanked Mr. Jones for his service 
to our country and honored him with a certifi cate during the 
September 4 meeting. In return, Jones presented the board 
with a United States fl ag fl own over Afghanistan on behalf 
of Glendale Unifi ed School District.

Keith Jones back from 
deployment

Keith Jones (right) presents the board a US flag; board 
member Mary Boger (left) accepts it on behalf of the board.

Hoover newsletter 
nominated for 

Pacemaker Award
The National Scholastic Press 
Association (NSPA) nominated Hoover 
High School’s student newspaper, 
Tornado Times, for a Pacemaker Award. 
This is the fi rst time the Hoover newspa-
per was nominated.

The Pacemaker is the highest award 
offered to student publications by the 
NSPA. Fifty-fi ve out of 322 entries are 
chosen. Criteria for selection process is 

based on the following: coverage and content, 
quality of writing and reporting, leadership on 
the opinion page, evidence of in-depth report-

ing, design, photography, and art and graphics. Grand prize 
winners will be announced at the November convention in 
San Antonio, Texas.

The NSPA is the largest student journalism organization 
in the country and has been giving out Pacemaker awards 
since 1927.

The Glendale Granville (on Brand Blvd.) has partnered 
with the Hoover Tornadoes team by pledging 15% of sales 
check from October 1 to 10 to help raise funds through the 
Glendale Relay for Life by the American Cancer Society.

Visit the restaurant as many times as possible between the 
pledge dates and make sure to tell the server the Glendale 
Relay team you are supporting is Hoover Tornadoes. On 

October 10, a check will be made to Glendale Relay with 
Hoover Tornadoes on the memo line. The amount will be 
uploaded by Relay on the team’s website. Fundraising does 
not get any easier.

If you would like to donate, go to http://main.acsevents.org/
goto/karivargas or  make a check out to American Cancer 
Society on Tornadoes!

Help beat cancer by eating lunch at Glendale Granville
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Spaceshuttle Endeavour’s 
historical fi nal fl ight over Glendale 

Schools leaves most in awe

ing through program and staffi ng reductions which have 
reached all areas of the school community. With the pas-
sage of Measure S, the District was able to re-direct $20 
million from the maintenance and debt service funds, 
which allowed the District to continue K-3 staffi ng with 
only 24 students per class.

With all of the steps that have been taken, it is once 
again necessary for us to make signifi cant reductions to 
maintain solvency over these next few years. The District 
currently has a structural defi cit of $15 million, which con-
tinues to grow as we experience increases in salaries and 
benefi ts. The reductions that need to occur in 2013-14 
will once again touch all areas of the school community, 
as our primary expenditure (over 90% of the budget) is 
related to staffi ng.

As we move through our process, there is another chal-
lenge that is looming, Proposition 30 on the November 
ballot. Should that proposition fail, the District will receive 
a mid-year cut of $11 to $12 million. This would be in addi-
tion to the $10 million in reductions that are planned for 
2013-14.  If that occurs, the District will be forced to evalu-
ate reducing the 2013-14 school year further.

Fiscal Report, continued from page 1

The district then presented a proposal on the early retire-
ment incentive that has been mentioned in recent weeks.  
The retirement incentive would enable GTA members to 
retire later this year with 50% of their fi nal pay spread 
monthly over at least the next fi ve years.  The district’s 
proposal also contains language that increases the early 
retirement incentive to 70% spread monthly over the next 
fi ve years if an application for a Federal RTTT is success-
fully submitted by October 30, 2012. This grant applica-
tion would require the signature of the Board President, 
the Superintendent, and the GTA President. 

In addition, the GUSD team provided the GTA team with a 
proposal to add one sentence to Article 8 of the Collective 
Bargaining Agreement in order to assist in meeting the 
criteria for the RTTT grant. This sentence would give cer-
tifi cated staff the opportunity to exceed standards through 
the use of student performance data as a part of the 
evaluation process. In accordance with the grant require-
ments of having three performance levels as a part of the 
summary evaluation, an “exceeds standard” box would be 
added to the current summary evaluation form and to the 
current Article 8 - Evaluation Procedures.

Since the Article 8 proposal was provided to the GTA 
team later in the day, it was agreed that they would review 
it over the course of the next few days and it would be 
discussed at our next meeting scheduled for October 16.

We look forward to meeting with the GTA team again on 
the 16th and reaching agreement on the early retirement 
incentive and Article 8.

The District will be meeting with CSEA on October 11 to 
negotiate an Early Retirement Incentive.

Negotiations Update, continued from page 1

Photo courtesy of Glenoaks principal Kristine Siegal.

Photos courtesy of Toll Middle School teacher Curtis Shih.

Lt. Todd Anderson of the Glendale Police Department 
Southern Command joined the Pearson Foundation 
ReadModbile at John Muir Elementary School on 
September 24 and administered the ‘Bug Oath’ to all 144 
kindergartners--committing them to read everyday with 
someone they love.

John Muir Elementary 
kindergartners take the ‘Bug Oath’

Keppel Elementary’s fi fth grade tech team video called, 
‘Keppel - Go Solar,’ made top six in Environment California’s 
Los Angeles Solar video contest. The team worked on this 
on their own time - before school, recess, lunch time, and 
after school.

View the video and help Keppel win by casting your vote 
for them at: www.environmentcalifornia.org/video. Only one 
vote will be counted for each email address. The voting 
ends on October 16, 2012.

Keppel solar video makes top 6
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Upcoming Events
OCTOBER

15 7 p.m. Community Update Budget 
Meeting @ Glendale HS auditorium

16 4 p.m. Board Meeting @ 
Administrative Building, Board 
Room

17 3:30 p.m. Employee Information 
Meeting ‘Race to the Top Grant’ @ 
Glendale HS cafeteria

17 6:30 p.m. ANC Path to College 
Workshop: College Admissions 
Process @ Glendale Youth Center

18 Great California Shakeout Drill
18 3:30 p.m. Employee Information 

Meeting ‘Race to the Top Grant’ @ 
Clark Magnet HS cafeteria

22 7 p.m. Community Update Budget 
Meeting @ Hoover HS auditorium

22 2 - 5 p.m. Flu Clinic ($20) @ 
Administrative Building, Board 
Room - No RSVP required

22 - 26 Red Ribbon Week
23 4 p.m. Board Meeting @ 

Administrative Building, Board 
Room

24 8 a.m. Focus On Results 
Secondary Training @ First United 
Methodist Church

24 5 - 9 p.m. College and Career Fair 
@ Glendale Civic Auditorium

NOVEMBER
6 Election Day
7 4 p.m. Board Meeting
12 Veterans Day Holiday
20 4 p.m. Board Meeting @ 

Administrative Building, Board 
Room

21 - 23 Thanksgiving Recess (School 
sites). District offi ce open on 21st

26 6:30 p.m. ANC Path to College 
Workshop: College Admissions 
Process @ Glendale Youth Center

27 8 a.m. Focus On Results 
Secondary Training @ First United 
Methodist Church

28 8 a.m. Focus On Results 
Elementary (Group B) Training 
@ Administrative Building, Board 
Room

29 8 a.m. Focus On Results 
Elementary (Group A) Training 
@ Administrative Building, Board 
Room

212° Quote of the Month
“Vision without action is a 

dream. Action without vision is 
simply passing the time. Action 
with vision is making a positive 

difference.”
~Joel Barker

Pictures from the eighth Annual State of the 
Schools Breakfast

2011 Glendale 
Schools Teacher 
of the Year Gerald 
Sharp

GUSD Deputy 
Super in tendent 
Dr. John Garcia.

CVHS JROTC 
instructor Lt. Col. 
Dave Worley.

The morning’s highlight came when the Glendale Educational Foundation (GEF) 
presented the District with a check for $100,000 to go towards music programs.

Rosemont Middle School music 
teacher Rod Yonkers’ instrumental 
class provided background music for 
the guests before the program started.

Whole Foods Market donated all the 
fruits used for the event.

GEF President 
Laurel Patric.

Glendae High School teacher Kelly 
Palmer’s dance team.

From left: Kimy Garcia (12th grade), 
Kris Santiago (2010 graduate), and 
Jesus Hernandez (11th grade), all from 
Glendale High School teacher Debbie 
Greenwood’s Bistro class, preparing 
the fruit table.




