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Glendale Superintendent Dr. Sheehan reading the story “My Dad and I” to a kinder-
garten class at Lincoln Elementary School. He shared his experiences as a father 
and the students talked about the special times they spent with their fathers.

The Board of Education is 
pleased to announce that Olivia 
Macauley, U.S. history and 
contemporary affairs teacher 
at Glendale High School since 
2002, has been selected 
Glendale Unifi ed’s Teacher of 
the Year for 2012-2013.

“She teaches history with a 
passion!” said one nominating 
student.

Ms. Macauley is the force behind 
Glendale’s National History Day 
program and she encourages 
her students to submit projects 
to regional and state competi-
tions, several of whom were 
recognized at the May 15 Board 
meeting.

“Olivia’s remarkable. She’s 
always available to her stu-
dents,” said GHS principal Dr. 
Deb Rinder. “Olivia participates 
in summer institutes all around 
the world to gain fi rst-hand 
experiences to share with her 
students.”

Ms. Macauley will join other Los 
Angeles County teachers at the 
LACOE Teacher of the Year 
honors in September.

Message from Dr. Sheehan
I can never say thank you enough. Once again, I would like to express 
my gratitude to all of you for your hard work and dedication to the GUSD 
students and the District this past year. Personally, this year is another 
milestone for my family as my oldest son, Danny, graduated from high 
school and is moving on to college.

As we progress through our careers, we quickly realize the years seem 
to go faster; I am sure that is what all of our retirees are thinking as well. 
Speaking of our retirees, a giant “thank you” for your years of service in 
the District. May your retirement be everything you had planned for and 
more. I wish you good health and happiness.

All of the June graduations and promotions are a culmination of all the 
compassion, care, creativity and effective teaching that goes on in our 
classrooms. We celebrate all those young lives shaped and inspired by 
our teachers, counselors, coaches, administrators, and others, as we 
watch them move up, or move onward to college and careers.

For those classifi ed employees whose crunch time is the summer, thanks 
in advance for your work. I know there are many projects planned.

To the rest, I hope you have a great summer full of family, friendship, and 
fun.

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D, Superintendent of Schools
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On Monday, May 21, the Spanish 
Foreign Langguage Academy of 
Glendale (FLAG) program held its 
fi rst awards luncheon for the graduat-
ing eighth grade FLAG students from 
Toll Middle School. These students 
were among the fi rst group to start 
the dual immersion program at Edison 
Elementary School back in 2003. Casa 
de Ramos Restaurant hosted the lun-
cheon and both Kiwanis of Glendale 
and Farmer’s Insurance generously 
sponsored both the seventh and eighth 
grade Toll students to attend. “We are 
very proud of our middle school stu-
dents who will be the fi rst to join our 
FLAG high school group next year at 
Hoover,” said Spanish FLAG Teacher 
Specialist Patty Anderson.

Toll celebrates First FLAG-Spanish middle school graduation

Parents, as well as students, mark milestone at Balboa Elementary

New beginning for FACTS grads

Graduates celebrate achievement at Hoover High School
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Commencement 2012
Daily Continuation High School, 

ReConnectEd & Verdugo Academy

Toll Middle School steps up

Clark Magnet High School

Verdugo Academy student Mia Morales opened the alternative edu-
cation programs’ graduation ceremony with the National Anthem.
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The Board of Education recognized certifi cated and classifi ed retirees during the June 12 board of education meeting. 
Twelve out of 22 retirees attended the board meeting. Retirees this year are (in alphabetical order):

Staff recognitions and awards conferred at June 12 Board Meeting

Judith Ard of Columbus Elementary 
School, 28 yrs.; Michele Cascarano 
of Facilities and Support Operations, 
14 yrs.; Diana Dashdamirians 
of Financial Services, 15 yrs. & 
7 mos.; Louis Gallegos of Daily 
High School; Marie Hutchinson 
of Glendale High School, 20 yrs. 
& 6 mos.; Nazeli Kachaturian of 
Cerritos Elementary School, 21 
yrs. & 8 mos.; Frances Kissell of 
Edison Elementary School, 31 yrs.; 

Jonathan Love of Rosemont Middle 
School, 37 yrs.; Cathy McKently of 
Mountain Avenue Elementary School, 
34 yrs.; Rosina Maize of Verdugo 
Woodlands Elementary, 13 yrs.; 
Emily Mauerman of Muir Elementary 
School, 29 yrs.; Judith A. Mullan of 
Daily High School/Jewel City, 17 yrs.; 
Eileen E. Olm of Mann Elementary 
School, 34 yrs. & 5 mos.; Janet 
Osepans of Hoover High School, 24 
yrs. & 11 mos.; Martin Pappalardo of 

Roosevelt Middle School, 36 yrs. & 5 
mos.; Parvin Parchami of Marshall 
Elementary School, 13 yrs.; Eva 
Riley of Financial Services, 7 yrs. & 
6 mos.; David Samuelson of Human 
Resources, 2 yrs.; Karen Swan of 
Edison Elementary School, 33 yrs.; 
Sharon Taylorson of Glendale High 
School, 21 yrs.; Joanne J. Ward 
of Keppel Elementary School, 25 
yrs.; and Deidre Weber of Special 
Projects, 17 yrs. & 2 mos.

Kara Sergile, a public health 
consultant and R.D. White 
parent, received the Burtis 
E. Taylor Award. This award 
symbolizes the highest degree 
of dedication to public educa-
tion as exemplified by the late 
Dr. Burtis E. Taylor, former 
superintendent of GUSD.
Sergile helped organize the 
first major Safe Routes to 
School walk in 2009 and, this 
past May, organized the first 
Bike-to-School Day.

The Robert A. Sanchis Award is awarded to one classifi ed and one 
certifi cated employee whose interaction with the public and with fellow 
employees refl ects positively on the District.
This year’s recipients for this award are Crescenta Valley High  
Administrative Secretary Laurie Hanson (left) and Gifted and Talented 
Education (GATE) teacher specialist Deidre (Dede) Weber (right).

The James R. Brown Leadership 
Award is presented annually to a 
certifi cated or classifi ed adminis-
trator for exemplary leadership 
skills and signifi cant contributions 
to advancing the quality of public 
education.
Keppel Elementary School 
principal Dr. Mary Mason was 
bestowed the James R. Brown 
Leadership Award.

Teacher Charlotte Briner of Valley 
View Elementary School has 
been honored by the San Gabriel 
Valley Computer Using Educators 
(CUE) as Teacher of the Year in 
excellence in technology.

Balboa, Dunsmore, Fremont, La Crescenta, Lincoln, Marshall, Monte 
Vista, Mountain Avenue, Valley View, Verdugo Woodlands, R. D. 
White, Rosemont Middle School, Clark Magnet and Crescenta Valley 
High Schools staff and students are among 1,614 schools in the state 
of California to be recognized by the California Business for Education 
Excellence for raising student achievement.



June 2012
2011-12 Issue No. 10

Page 5DR. RICHARD M. SHEEHAN, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

The Crescenta Valley High School Air Force Junior ROTC 
Program, under the leadership of Col. David Worley, earned 
the Distinguished Unit Award for the 2011-2012 academic 
year.

Laurenne Babayan, Senior 
at Glendale High School, 
has served with distinc-
tion as the student repre-
sentative to the Board of 
Education during the 2011-
2012 school year. The Board 
of Education recognized her 
service with a special award 
of appreciation.

Board recognizes many fi elds of student excellence

The Crescenta Valley High School Falcons Swim team brings home the CIF Championship 
at the Division II Swimming and Diving Championships, May 12,2012.

Twenty 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students repre-
sented the District at the 2012 Los Angeles County Math 
Field Day on June 2, 2012.

Approximately 400 students from 22 school districts in 
Los Angeles County competed in this fi eld day. Students 
worked in teams of four to solve problems in Problem 
Solving, Conceptual Understanding, and individually in 
Computational and Procedural Skills.

The Board of Education rec-
ognized teachers Melissa 
O’Gara, Clark Magnet High 
School; Shelley Owen, Valley 
View Elementary; Michelle 
Pimenta, Mark Keppel 
Elementary and Mark Keppel 
Elementary for receiving 
awards at the 2012 Digital 
Voice Awards for instructional 
technology projects.

The Glendale Schools 
Management Association  
presented scholarship 
checks to students from 
Clark Magnet, Crescenta 
Valley, Daily, Glendale, 
and Hoover high schools 
who are planning futures 
in education.

The Board of Education 
presented the Michael F. 
Escalante Senior Scholar 
Award. Initiated in 2010, 
the award is presented 
to an outstanding senior 
from one of each of the 
Glendale Unifi ed high 
schools, Clark Magnet, 
Crescenta Valley, Daily, 
Glendale, and Hoover 
High School.

Board members greet the Escalante award winners: From left, Greg Krikorian, Clark Magnet student Amalia 
Hakobyan, GUSD Superintendent Dr. Richard Sheehan, CV student Marita Maffi t, Daily student Tiana Silvera, 
board member Mary Boger, Glendale student Alex Yoon, board president Christine Walters, Hoover student 
Stephen Ghazikhanian, board member Joylene Wagner, and board vice-president Nayiri Nahabedian.
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Moving onward and upward
Dr. Cuauhtemoc Avila will be 
concluding his present duties as 
director of Educational Services. 
Dr. Avila is leaving GUSD to 
become Assistant Superintendent 
of Educational Programs in the 
Los Angeles County Offi ce of 
Education. Dr. Avila came to GUSD 
in 2007, as Assistant Principal 
at Glendale High School for one 
year before becoming principal 
of Daily High School and alterna-

D a v i d 
Samuelson will 
conclude a 37-
year career in 
education at the 
end of June. 
S a m u e l s o n 
joined the 
Glendale Unifi ed 
School District 
as assistant 
s u p e r i n t e n -
dent of Human 
Resources in 
2010, after pre-
viously serving 
as assistant 
superintendent 
of personnel 

Human Resources: Dr. Maria Gandera 
(left) succeeds David Samuelson (right).

Dr. Deb Rinder will assume her 
new duties as executive director 
of Educational Services, a new 
position. Dr. Rinder served as 
principal of Glendale High School 
since 2008. She began her GUSD 
career in 1989 as a physical 
education teacher at Toll Middle 
School and Hoover High. Dr. 
Rinder was assistant principal at 
Wilson Middle School from 1997 
to 2002, then AP at Glendale High 
for one year before fi rst becoming 
a principal in Monrovia.

Dr. Paula Nelson is returning to the 
Los Angeles Unifi ed School District 
as instructional director in the 
superintendent’s Intensive Support 
and Innovation Center, where she 
will support the principals of several 
high schools in the San Fernando 
Valley. Dr. Nelson previously served 
LAUSD in various roles, including 
assistant principal of both middle 
and high school, and as administra-
tive and categorical program coor-
dinator. Dr. Nelson came to GUSD 
in 2007 as principal of Toll Middle 
School, until 2011, when she became 
Administrator, Educational Services.

Dr. Jacqueline Mora is leaving 
GUSD to become a principal at 
San Francisco Unifi ed School 
District. Dr. Mora came to GUSD 
in 2007, fi rst serving as assistant 
principal at R.D. White Elementary 
School and, since 2009, as princi-
pal at John Marshall Elementary 
School. She began her teaching 
career in Los Angeles Unifi ed 
School District and her adminis-
trative career in Moreno Valley. 
She will be succeeded by veteran 
GUSD principal Carla Walker.

tive education programs in 2008. Dr. Avila began his 
career in the Compton Unifi ed School District where he 
was a teacher and elementary, middle and high school 
principal.

in the Covina-Valley Unifi ed School District. He began 
his career teaching business and social science. Mr. 
Samuelson is retiring to Huntington Beach to spend 
more time with his family.

Dr. Maria G. Gandera is presently executive director of 
Human Resources and will succeed David Samuelson 
as Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources, upon 
Mr. Samuelson’s retirement at the end of June. Dr. 
Gandera came to GUSD as a teacher specialist for 
Franklin Elementary in 1998. She served as assistant 
principal at Edison Elementary School, 2000-2002, 
before returning to Franklin as principal, 2002-2005. 
She was principal at Roosevelt Middle School, 2005-
2009, after which time she became director of Human 
Resources.

Congratulations to the 
following administra-
tors for completing 
the doctoral program 
and receiving their 
degrees: Dr. Narek 
Kassabian, Dr. Mary 
Mardirossian, Dr. 
Rene Valdes, Dr. 
Sona Arakelian, Dr. 
Elena Heimerl, and 
Dr. Adriana Pestonji.
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Valley View prin-
cipal Carla Walker 
has an offi ce dec-
orated with cute 
pink pig décor but 
on Wednesday, 
June 6, Mrs. 
Walker got to 
show her affection 
for pigs as well as 
her pride at stu-
dent achievement!

Mrs. Walker 
agreed to kiss a 
pig as motivator 
to help students 
improve reading 
fl uency and com-
prehension. Mrs. 
Holiday Woodward 
challenged her 

Valley View principal kisses pig

class to work together as a team so that 100% of the stu-
dents will meet and/or exceed the grade level AR goals, 
only the second time this milestone has been achieved at 
the school.

So, Miss Marley, a spotlessly-groomed Hollywood porker 
accustomed to posing, got a big kiss from the proud princi-
pal, to squeals of delight from Valley View students.

Beginning next schoolyear, Mrs. Walker will become prin-
cipal of Marshall Elementary School, a position vacated by 
Dr. Jacqueline Mora who has accepted an administrative 
position at the San Francisco Unifi ed School District.

The Hoover Public 
Service Academy 
a m b i t i o u s l y 
trained 1,079 stu-
dents and staff 
the techniques 
of hands-only 
“Sidewalk CPR” 
on Thursday, June 
7. The 80 Hoover 
PSA students took 
their lessons into 
47 classrooms as 
part of a nation-

Hoover High School students train 
1000+ in sidewalk CPR techniques

wide effort to train more people CPR.

“You are to be commended! What a difference in outcome 
just one of your 1079 could make!,” said Los Angeles 
County Emergency Medical Services Director Bill Koenig.

“The teachers were very impressed with how well the PSA 
trainers taught their peers and were able to answer ques-
tions about Cardiac Arrest and CPR as well as a few ques-
tions about Emergency Medical Services in general,” said 
Hoover PSA program coordinator Cpl. Kristine Lowe.

The Hoover Choir enjoyed a rare performance opportunity, 
singing at New York’s famed Carnegie Hall on Memorial 
Day under the direction of noted British conductor and 
choral composer John Rutter. Choir members, accompa-
nied by choir director Elizabeth Richey, got to explore some 
of New York City in between rehearsals over the weekend.

Hoover High School Choir appears 
in New York at Carnegie Hall

Edison Elementary School presents 
‘The Lion King’ -- en Español

An amazing and colorful 
Edison Elementary School 
performance of the Lion 
King on June 1 was half 
a year in the making and 
showed off talents from both 
the school’s technology and 
Spanish magnet programs. 

Actors spoke in both English 
and Spanish. Stage themes 
were created on computers 
and projected into the back-
ground, said director Cynthia 
Landeros. She and co-direc-
tors Sarine Gureghian and 
Ileana Batista worked with 
80 student performers, musi-
cians, student crew mem-
bers and their parents.
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Clair Schlueter 
is 13 years old 
and attends 
R o s e m o n t 
Middle School. 
She is the 
daughter of 
E d u c a t i o n 
Te c h n o l o g y 
and Information 
S e r v i c e s 
(ETIS) direc-
tor Frank 
S c h l u e t e r . 
She has been 
riding horses 
since she was 
six, and for 
the past four 
years, has 
been riding at 

Meet some of our champions
Clair Schlueter wins three fi rst-

place equestrian ribbons

Traditional Equitation School (TES) in Burbank. Her pas-
sion is jumping, which is the focus of her weekly trainings at 
TES. Clair rides on a Pony of the Americas called Alaska.

TES has annual competitions that Clair participates in. This 
past Sunday, June 10, 2012, was Clair’s fi rst competition in 
the jumping category. Her dedication paid off, as she placed 
1st in all three events that she enrolled in; one Equitation 
and two Cross-Rail Jumping courses.

Clair and Alaska with their three blue ribbons.

Paul David and Dillen Maurer, both of Clark Magnet High 
School, third place winners of the 2012 IGES Thacher 
Environmental Contest, collect data outdoors.

Dillen Maurer and Paul David, both 12th graders from 
Glendale, California, worked together to win third-place and 
$500 with a study to determine the effect of protecting an 
isolated area from the introduction of invasive, non-native 

Clark students win contest

plants.

Maurer fi rst became 
interested in learning 
more about invasive 
plants after attend-
ing a mountain biking 
association meeting 
during which the dan-
gers of invasive plants 
were discussed. He 
and David have been 
friends since meeting 

The Wilson Middle School Equestrian Team of Kylie 
Calleton and Andrea Smice captured an impressive 7th 
place team fi nish at Interscholastic Equestrian League com-
petitions this spring, at the Hansen Dam Equestrian Center.

Kylie rides her horse, Keepin’ It Rio, and Andrea, her horse, 
Crimson Tide, in Novice Division competition.

What is especially impressive is that the girls placed 7th in a 
fi eld of more than 40 teams from public and private schools 
and academies – including high schools – throughout the 
Greater Los Angeles area.

The girls have brought honor and recognition to Wilson 
Middle School and look to create the foundation for a new 
Glendale High School Equestrian Team soon.

Calleton and Smice -- Equestrian 
fi nalists, Wilson Middle School

Glendale High School Junior track star Michael Davis 
turned in seventh place fi nish at the state CIF track meet on 
Saturday, June 2, in Clovis. The sprinter fi nished seventh in 
the 200 meter run, with a time of 21.82 seconds.

While the Glendale News Press noted that Mike fi nished 
out of the medals, the newspaper said, “Davis can consider 

Michael Davis, Glendale CIF Track 
fi nalist, among fastest in state

himself one of the state’s best 
athletes.” He’s certainly one of 
the fastest!

To put the accomplishment 
into some perspective, Mike’s 
appearance was the fi rst at a 
state track meet by a Glendale 
Nitro, since 1986, and the best 
fi nish since 1984.

Glendale High sprints Coach 
Marv Thompson said: “To get 
this far is truly amazing and a 
testament to this young man’s 
skill. He’s made everyone in the 
program proud, and I can’t wait 
until next year.

Glendale High standout swimmer Mickey Mowry was named the school’s fi rst All-American 
swimmer since 1971, joinging the ranks of several Crescenta Valley swimmers who also meet 
the high standard.

Mowry has been a CIF fi nalist for all four years at GHS. This year he fi nished in second place in 
the 100-yard butterfl y at the CIF fi nals, clocking a dazzling 49.70. He also fi nished 7th in CIF in 
the 200-yard freestyle at the CIF championships. He holds three GHS swim records.

In high school, the top 100 times from around the United States in each race can offi cially be 
called an All-American. The automatic time standard are times so fast that if a swimmer equals 
of surpasses those, they also automatically qualify as an All-American. Mowry hit his mark in 
the 100-yard butterfl y.

in fi rst grade, so it seemed natural for them to collaborate 
on this scientifi c research.

Mickey Mowry -- Glendale High School all-American swimmer


