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Message from Dr. Sheehan
As we near the end of another very successful school year, I want to thank 
all of you for your continued hard work and dedication to our students. It 
was, indeed, a pleasure to honor both our outstanding teachers and hard-
working classifi ed support staff in May.

Over the past few weeks, I have been visiting school sites to talk about 
some of the changes and challenges we are facing as a school district. The 
good news is always fun to share, such as putting Measure S to work with 
our technological upgrades and site improvements. Other news, like the 
persistent state budget problems, are more daunting.  These issues and 
the outlook for Glendale schools will also be shared with our community 
at meetings scheduled at CVHS on June 6, Hoover High on June 7, and 
Glendale High on June 11, from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Again, many thanks for your commitment in preparing our students for their 
future. Together we will continue providing the tools and skills to ensure 
their best success.

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D, Superintendent of Schools

What’s inside...

Team Glendale marching in opening ceremonies for the Special Olympics 
held at Crescenta Valley High School on Saturday, April 21, 2012.

Team Glendale joins Special Olympics
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Best of the best honored at May 1 Board of Education meeting
May is Public Schools Month -- a time for formal recognition and appreciation 
of the roles all GUSD employees play in the lives of the students the District 
serves, whether directly or indirectly.

At the May 1 Board meeting, members of the Glendale and La Crescenta 
Masonic lodges helped present plaques to outstanding employees from every 
school and department on the occasion of the 40th annual Masonic Awards.

Wednesday, May 8 was proclaimed as California Day of the Teacher, as well 
as National School Nurse Day. Both were recognized at the May 1 Board meet-
ing. At the May 15 Board meeting, May 14-18 was recognized as Classifi ed 
Employee Week.
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Employees recognized for years of service at May 15 board meeting

The week of May 14 – 18, 
2012 was recognized by 
the Board of Education as 
Classifi ed Employee Week. 
Representatives of the California 
School Employees Association 
within the district were invited 
to attend the meeting to be 
acknowledged on behalf of all 
District classifi ed employees.

The two representatives from the 
Personnel Commission, Merle 
Slack, current Chairperson, and 
Michael Myers, current Member 
of the Commission, presented 
“Classifi ed Recognition Awards” 
to classifi ed employees who, as 
of April 1, 2012, have achieved 
an anniversary of 10, 15, 20, 25, 
30 and 35 years of service with 
the Glendale Unifi ed School 
District.
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May is testing month in Glendale

Mrs. Betty Demerjian’s fi rst grade class at 
Marshall Elementary had a special pre-
sentation, they performed Reach for the 
Stars (below). Principal Dr. Jacqueline 
Mora encouraged the students to do their 
best on the test (right). Marshall students 
were given star keychains and green and 
purple bracelets based on their California 
Standards Test (CST) scores from the 
previous year.

“He believes in everyone,” a 
Marshall Elementary sixth-
grader said of his teacher, 
Gerald Sharp, GUSD’s 
Teacher of the Year for 2011-
2012. “He makes learning 
fun,” said another. Students 
describe him as strict, but 
funny. Sharp’s enthusiasm 
makes them want to strive 
for college, they say.

A tall presence and boom-
ing voice leave no doubt 
about who is in charge in 
Sharp’s colorful classroom. 
Students preparing for open 
house public speaking slots 
are made to attempt their 
speeches over and over until 
they are all loud and clear.

Students worked on their 
memory books, marking the 
culmination of their elemen-
tary years. When a lesson 
was fi nished, Sharp pulled 
out an old memory book from 
2002, from a student of his 
who fi rst came to Marshall 
as a Spanish-speaking six-
year-old from Colombia. The 
class grew quiet as Sharp 

Gerald Sharp attends former student’s graduation at Yale University
reported on his trip to New 
Haven, Connecticut, May 19, 
to watch his former student 
graduate with honors from 
Yale University.

Isabella Lorez, now 22, 
called Mr. Sharp “the teacher 
who cared” in her memory 
book. She said her teacher 
helped her discover the 
power of language. She kept 
in touch over the years and 
invited Sharp to witness her 
receiving her degree in art 
history and other academic 
awards. Isabella is going on 
to a paid internship at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
in New York, Sharp told his 
students.

Sharp spoke vividly of his 
short Ivy League experi-
ence. He and his son stayed 
in a campus dorm, hearing 
the bells of the nearby tower 
carillon. He enjoyed hear-
ing guest commencement 
speaker Barbara Walters 
(met with blank states from 
today’s sixth-graders) and 
hearing Yale President Dr. 

Richard Levin speak of 
the need to support public 
education.

“Without public education, 
the would be no Yale,” Levin 
said.

“If you want to, you could go 
to a school like Yale,” Sharp 
told his students – many of 
whom chimed in with their 
own ideas of choice col-
leges. “When you go to 
these schools, you have to 
work,” he said.

As he comes to the end 
of his own milestone year, 
Sharp enjoyed representing 
GUSD teachers at public 
events, like the Montrose 
Christmas Parade, and 
having complete strangers 
come up and share their 
comments of praise and 
appreciation for teachers.

The Los Angeles County 
Offi ce of Education will 
receive school district selec-
tions of new teachers of the 
year in mind-June.

Standardized testing and reporting program (STAR) is 
required to be administered to all students in grades two 
to 11. Assessment and Evaluation Coordinator Dr. Adriana 
Pestonji said, “The purpose of the test is to gauge aca-
demic achievement in the areas of reading, language, math-
ematics, history and science, as applicable to certain grade 
levels.”

Verdugo Woodlands fathers 
honored for their ‘follies’

A colorful contingent of Verdugo Woodlands’ costumed 
dads serenaded the Board at its May 1 meeting, promoting 
the 65th annual performance of Fathers’ Follies – one of the 
nation’s most enduring PTA fundraisers – which took to the 
Glendale High stage on May 11 and 12.

According to parent co-producer Steve O’Bryan, the 
tongue-in-cheek shows began in 1948. Many of the school 
dads were recently returned from overseas service in World 
War II, where soldiers often performed shows playing the 
roles of both men and women – and the tradition stuck.

More than 200 school dads, past and present, take part in 
the variety show each year, O’Bryan said.
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A University of 
Wisconsin alumni 
group named 
Hoover High 
School principal 
Dr. Jennifer Earl 
as Los Angeles-
area “Badger 
of the Year” at 
a UW-Madison 
Founder’s Day 
alum event May 
25 at the La Brea 
Tar Pits Museum.

Badger Jennifer Earl

Established in 
2004, “the Badger 
of the Year awards 
honor UW-
Madison gradu-
ates who have 
made a positive 
impact on their 
c o m m u n i t i e s , ” 
according the 
group’s website.

Toll Middle School enlightens the Renaissance for a day

The Valley View Elementary 
School TECH Team Talons 
took a fi eld trip to Clark 
Magnet High School to make 
a movie with Matt Stroup’s 
beginning and advanced 
Cinematography classes. 
Once they arrived, principal 
Doug Dall gave students 
a tour of the campus. The 
TECH Team was given a 
chance to see many of the 
science, technology, and 
engineering classrooms and 
programs available to them 
when they reach high school.

Valley View TECH Team visit Clark Magnet

Students stopped by Maral Guarino’s English classroom and spoke with her 
ninth graders about high school. They then went to the robotics classroom and 
saw the Computer Assisted Design (CAD) machine. Mr. Dall even showed them 
the machine where he learned to weld as a student.

In Mr. Stroup’s class, the TECH Team made a green-screen fi lm answering 
the questions, “Why do I need technology to help me learn?” and “What do I 
like best about learning with technology?” The fi lm will be edited and shared 
between the two sites.

Bards, battle-axes and balls 
of yarn all came into play at 
the May 31 Renaissance 
Day at Toll Middle School.

“For our students’ inquiring 
minds, the Renaissance Day 
is a fun and engaging way 
to make our 7th Grade core 
‘ancient history’ become rel-
evant and hands-on,” said 
Toll Principal Bill Card.

The event organizer was 
teacher Anni Pakradouni and 
the school’s “Pink Panther” 
core subjects group.

Master storyteller David 
Myers held student spell-
bound with drum-accompa-
nied Arthurian legends while 

Runes Picture Company pro-
ducers Lisa Marie Wardell 
and Jonathan Castle gave 
insights to Shakespeare, the 
English Renaissance and 
techniques of acting and 
staging a play.

A defi nite hit was Sevag 
Pakradouni and his exten-
sive arsenal of reproductions 
of fearsome swords and 
bladed weapons, telling how 
battle techniques evolved 
with technology.

Toll English teacher Darise 
Kiesendahl demonstrated 
the art of illuminated (intri-
cately illustrated) letters 
used in old English manu-
scripts, while Consumer 

Education Teacher Erin 
Brady had students spinning 
yarn with a spinning wheel. 
Ms. Brady also showed 
ways that status and social 
standing were revealed in 
Renaissance clothing.

The event was such a suc-
cess that both Mr. Card 
and Mrs. Pakradouni look 
forward to re-establish-
ing a dormant all-school 
Renaissance Day tradition 
next year.

Dr. Jennifer Earl

Clark principal Doug Dall impresses visiting students.
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Monte Vista staff members 
hosted a Volunteer Breakfast 
on June 1, 2012. The cafeto-
rium was transformed into a 
lovely area with lots of arti-
san breakfast foods for all.

Sue Mirau (right) with colleague 
Janet Chadwick (left).

Sosi Parsegian with husband, 
Armen and daughter, Vara.

At this annual event, surprise announcements came. 
Administrative Secretary Sosi Parsegian was named 
Classifi ed Staff Member of the Year. Second grade teacher 
Susan Mirau was named Monte Vista’s Teacher of the Year.

Monte Vista provides breakfast
for its champions

Back-to-back celebrations at 
Lincoln Elementary

Students dodged the raindrops on Friday, May 25, to 
complete the 32nd Annual Lincoln 500 race at the Lincoln 
Elementary School speedway. Teams of primary grade 
students drove and upper grade students worked the pits, 
representing each upper grade classroom. There are four 
student riders on each team. Each driver does two laps 
twice for a total of four laps each. Each team does 16 laps.

Mr. John LaMonte, retired teacher and the founder of the 
Lincoln 500, was the Grand Marshal. Mr. LaMonte created 
the event for students to show the power they can have 
when they worked together to accomplish a goal.

From left: Board member Mary Boger, former Lincoln principal Bill 
Card, Mrs. Owens (representing her son, Eagle Scout David Owens), 
Eagle Scout Nathan Clark, Board member Joylene Wagner, Deputy 
Supt. Dr. John Garcia, and Lincoln Principal Stephen Williams.

Keppel’s Solar Faire
On Saturday, 
May 12, Keppel’s 
PTA put on a 
Solar Faire -- a 
joint effort by 
Glendale Water 
& Power, GUSD 
and the Rahus 
Institute Solar 
S c h o o l h o u s e 
project.
Eleven families 
teamed up to 
build solar ovens 

Lincoln Elementary School 
unveiled the school’s new 
Abraham Lincoln memorial 
garden on May 23.

A few years ago, artist 
Larry Leeman acquired and 
restored a bust of Abraham 
Lincoln and he approached 
former Lincoln principal 
Bill Card about having the 
statue donated to Lincoln 

Elementary School.

Card began the effort to 
create a special setting 
for the bust, continued by 
current principal Stephen 
Williams. La Crescenta 
Eagle Scouts Nathan Clark, 
David Owens and other 
scouts, created a garden 
setting for the statue.

Child care teacher 
Mary Landau was 
cooking food in the 
solar ovens and was  
giving taste tests.

Keppel fi fth graders putting together a solar 
fountain.

that will cook at 250°-300° F with 
ability to cook just about anything, 
with sunshine as the power source. 
Teachers and students hosted various 
activities including: 
1. Solar etching, which uses the power of 

the sun focused on a magnifying glass. 
Kids and adults got to burn their own 
designs in squares of wood.

2. Using solar energy through solar panels 
to power a water fountain.

3. Solar ovens were used to make potatoes, 
carrots, and cornbread (yummy!).

4. Kids got to build their own solar pizza 
ovens.

Lincoln 500 revs into 32nd year
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Glendale High School A Cappella Choir at Walt Disney Concert Hall 
for the 23rd Annual Los Angeles Master Chorale High School Choir 
Festival on Friday, May 4 accompanied by GHS’ vocal music and 
handbell director Grace Sheldon-Williams.

Glendale High a capella performs 
at Disney Concert Hall

High schools promote music 
programs

Glendale’s premier music 
groups actively reach out 
to elementary and middle 
schools to build anticipation 
of the fun, artistry, power 
and opportunity that lie 
ahead for those who pursue 
music in school.

On May 31, Hoover band 
director Martin Rhees took 
a selection of Tornado band 
members to Roosevelt and 
Toll middle schools to dem-
onstrate skills younger stu-
dents can aspire to.

“It’s great for our kids to see 
where they can take their 
music at the next level,” said 
Toll band director Brad De 
La Garza.

Crescenta Valley High 
School instrumental direc-
tor Mathew Schick invites 
Rosemont Middle School 
band members to play and 

march at a CV Falcons foot-
ball game each year. The 
Jazz Band plays at carnival 
or arts events at Dunsmore 
and RD White elementary 
schools and student mentor 
younger players.

Glendale High band directior 
Amy Rangel maintains close 
relationships with Wilson and 
Roosevelt middle schools.

Choral music involves 
younger students that will 
feed high school programs 
as well. One of the most 
well-known examples is 
the annual Invitational 
Unconcert, hosted by 
Glendale High choral direc-
tor Grace Sheldon-Williams. 
In its 19th year, the event 
attracts 1,200 4th-8th grad-
ers from Glendale High’s 
feeder schools, who get the 
chance to perform a major 
concert together.

On Friday May 18, Columbus Elementary brought back Jump Rope for Heart after an eight-year hiatus, to encourage 
students to develop healthy habits and to raise money for the Heart Association. Students were invited to attend two 
afterschool Double Dutch clinics and listened to a healthy Heart fact of the day. All students participated by warming up 
with PE Coach Asia Garcia. Participant then jumped for 10 minutes to several jump-themed songs.

Columbus jumps rope for hearts

Tuned in to Digital Video Awards
Several Glendale programs were recognized at the Los 
Angeles County Offi ce of Education Digital Voice Awards, 
recognizing exemplary instructional technology projects. 
Clark Magnet High School teacher Melissa O’Gara won 
kudos for her foreign language podcast, “Quetzal Nunca 
Muere: Quetzal Never Dies.” Valley View Elementary 
teacher Shelley Owen won praise for her  Digital Literacy 
Multimedia program, “Computer Lab Vocabulary A-Z,” 
and Mark Keppel Elementary teacher was noted for her 
student team project “Science – The Heart.”
The Keppel “Bully Me Not” series of public service 
announcements won best overall elementary honors; the 
messages were highlighted as part of a LACOE webinar 
on Digital Citizenship, said Technology Teacher Specialist 
Katie Warren.

From left, Columbus teacher Marilyn Hande, principal Beatriz Bautista 
and teacher specialist Jill Firstman, take a moment to smile during the 
kindergarten jumping session (right).
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Clark Magnet High Advanced Engineering students touch space
A team of Clark Magnet 
High School completed 
their own edge-of-space 
mission on Saturday, May 
24, when they launched a 
camera-equipped weather 
balloon that reached a 
peak altitude of 103,126 
feet  -- an elevation known 
as ‘near-space’ where the 
sky is black and the cur-
vature of the Earth can be 
seen.

Students Rozina 
Nalbandian, Will Spurgeon, 
Megerditch Arabian, Vahe 
Baboomian, and Alex 
Deravanessian worked 
on the project in their 
Advanced Engineering 
class since mid-October. 
They constructed the pay-
load with two cameras (still 
and video), a GPS, a radio 
transmitter, and several 
batteries.

The Clark vehicle was 
launched near Simi Valley 
at about 10 a.m. It was 
recovered about three 
hours later, in good shape 
and still recording pictures 
and data, 80 miles away 
near Victorville.

“This is the fi rst time I’ve 
personally ever done 
anything like this and 
I am so thrilled that it 
worked nearly perfectly,” 
said Clark Engineering 
and Technology instruc-
tor David Black. “I am so 
proud of these students!”

From left: Clark Advanced Engineering and 
Technology students Vahe Baboomian, 
Megerditch Arabian, Alex Deravanessian, Will 
Spurgeon and teacher David Black.

The edge of space as seen from 103,000 feet 
over Pearblossom, California. The blue glow of 
the atmosphere and the curvature of the Earth are 
shown beneath a black sky. At this altitude, the 
temperature was 28 below zero on the Fahrenheit 
scale.

Beginning re-entry. Soon after this photo was 
taken, the balloon burst and the payload traveled 
downward at a speed of over 550 miles-per-hour 
before the parachute infl ated in the denser lower 
atmosphere.

Right: Students steady the six-foot diameter 
weather balloon in a light breeze while making fi nal 
checks of the payload before launch. (Location: 
Simi Valley, CA).

Clark Magnet High School student designs Bee Line map
Clark Magnet High student Edmond Petrosyan mapped 
Beeline bus routes throughout the city for his Clark Senior 
Project, and he dazzled City of Glendale offi cials with his 
results.

In addition to developing a comprehensive update to all the 
Beeline route maps, Petrosyan created the fi rst system-
wide map, said Glendale Transit Manager Kathryn Engel. 
Petrosyan also created maps for the Glendale Transit center 
and is formatting the data to be submitted to Google for the 
Google Transit application. He also created a bus stop GIS 
layer (350 stops) which was perfected and submitted to 
Nextbus for their application which uses GPS, bus line and 
bus stop GIS data to accurately predict when the a bus will 
arrive at each stop.

“A student completed a very interesting project that is useful 
to the community,” said City of Glendale spokesman Tom 
Lorenz.

Edmond Petrosyan making his presentation to City of Glendale 
offi cials.


