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Message from Dr. Sheehan
Testing season is upon us. Whether taking CSTs, APs, or fi nals, students 
will demonstrate their profi ciency in subjects they’ve been studying all year. 
By using multiple measures of student performance, we are able to develop 
a clearer picture of their achievement, diagnose gaps in their performance, 
and adjust curricula as necessary to promote the success of every student.

No single test, no one indicator, can possibly accurately represent the per-
formance of any child or any school - despite what the public may read in 
the paper. I would much rather ignore faulty standards and, instead, focus 
on multi-year trends and areas of growth or decline to refl ect our perfor-
mance. Data allows us to be more targeted in our instruction so that our 
young learners benefi t from both the research in the fi eld of education over 
the last decade and the experience gained by teachers every day working 
with our kids.

As I walk through classrooms, I realize how different the “net generation” is 
from mine. As I observe expert teaching, I am confi dent that these students 
are in capable hands. Finally, as we celebrate Teacher Appreciation Day,  
I am reminded of a quote from my favorite president, Abraham Lincoln, 
“Upon the subject of education, not presuming to dictate any plan or 
system respecting it, I can only say that I view it as the most important 
subject which we as a people may be engaged in.“

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D, Superintendent of Schools

Board members rotate into new positions

Seated, from left: new vice president Nayiri Nahabedian, new president Christine 
Walters, and new clerk Mary Boger. Standing, from left: student board member Laurenne 
Babayan, member Gregory Krikorian, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Richard Sheehan, 
and member Joylene Wagner. The board assumed their new executive roles on April 3.

Wilson Middle School stu-
dents took honors at the 
Mathematics, Engineering, 
Science Achievement (MESA) 
Regional Competition on April 
14 at CalState-Long Beach.

Of the 13 qualifying Wilson 
MESA students, Yeon Taek 
Jeong earned second place 
for Geometry in the solo math 
competition. Amira Al Hadeed, 
Aga and Kuba Nogalski earned 
second place in the Team Math 
Competition. Bhavin Shah and 
Daniel Torres earned fi rst place 
for middle school (third place 
overall) in the Microsoft Bliink 
Webpage competition.

The students earlier qualifi ed 
at the March 10 Preliminary 
Competition held at CalState-
Los Angeles, where 18 Wilson 
students earned medals and/or 
ribbons for several events.

Wilson team 
places second 
in Mathquest 

Regional 
Championship

From left to right, Wilson Mathquest 
competitors: Amira Al Hadeed, Kuba 
Nogalski and Aga Nogalski.
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Three Glendale elementary schools named in 
state’s Distinguished list

From left: Mountain Avenue principal Rebeca Witt, Board 
of Education member Mary Boger, Monte Vista principal 
Dr. Suzi Hoge, and Balboa principal Lena Richter receiv-
ing recognition at the April 17 board meeting.

Balboa, Monte Vista and 
Mountain Avenue elemen-
tary schools earned a spot 
on the 2012 California 
Distinguished Schools list-
ing, announced March 29 by 
the California Department of 
Education and recognized 
by the Board on April 17.

“I am so happy for our 
teachers and our staff,” 
said Balboa principal Lena 
Richter. “This award recog-
nizes their hard work and 
dedication on behalf of all 
our kids.”

The award is a fi rst-time 
honor for Balboa, and the 
third time the title has been bestowed upon Monte Vista and Mountain Avenue 
schools; 20 other Glendale Unifi ed elementary, middle and high schools have 
also been awarded the distinction in past years.

Schools bearing the Distinguished title are “our most exemplary and inspiring 
schools,” School Board member Mary Boger said, in making the presentation.

Clark honored Title I 
Achievement school

Clark Magnet High School has been 
identifi ed as a 2012 Title I Academic 
Achievement School. Only 117 
schools from across the state are 
recognized for having signifi cantly 
increased achievement for all stu-
dents and having risen to the chal-
lenge of closing the achievement 
gap.

Principal Doug Dall received a 
congratulatory email from State 
Superintendent Tom Torlakson on 
Wednesday, April 11, 2012.

A celebratory event will be held on 
Thursday, May 3, 2012, at the Pacifi c 
Palms Hotel and Conference Center 
in the City of Industry from 10 a.m. 
This same event will also include 
recognition of the District’s newest 
California Distinguished Schools: 
Balboa, Monte Vista, and Mountain 
Avenue elementary schools.

Youngest students embrace learning at Cloud Pre-School

Ms. Heather Odell’s kindergar-
ten Special Day Class (SDC) 
fi lled Spring baskets of love to 
donate to needy families in the 
community in April. Her educa-
tional assistant, Patty Phillips, 
headed up the effort asking 
Columbus staff for donations 
for these families. Students in 
the kindergarten class had a 
fantastic time loading up the 
baskets and “helping others,” 
Odell said.

Columbus Elementary staff show community spirit to welcome spring

It’s easy to see the learning taking 
place among GUSD’s entry-level stu-
dents at Cloud pre-school. Teaching 
Assistant Ani Tormasian patiently 
watched students put together number 
chains while learning how to count up 
to 20. She pointed out how one four-
year-old student took it upon herself to 
assemble her links in a color pattern, 
without being asked.

“You can see them learn, Tormasian 
said. “They try so hard! They always 
surprise me.”

Cloud offers daycare and preschool to 
three- and four-year-olds. There are 48 
regular students and 60 more in spe-
cial education preschool.

Veteran teacher Kathy Lujan is wrap-
ping up 23 years teaching an age 
group she loves working with. One day 
in April, Lujan engaged pupils with sto-
ries with accompanying animal sounds. 
Later, she drew names with a marker 
so children can trace and begin learn-
ing to write their own names.

“Remember, when you’re drawing a 
person, the arms aren’t sticking out of 
the head,” Lujan reminded the pupils.

Aida Hodikian has been a teaching 
assistant at Cloud for 16 years, after 
previously teaching French at a private 
high school. “I like this age group. They 
are all so fun and fresh!”

Cloud will have its Spring Open House 
on Thursday, May 17, at 6:30 p.m. “It’s 
fun to see kids bring their families,” 
said secretary Jo Burns.

Ani Tormasian counts links with students. Aida Hodikian teaching students to draw. Cloud teacher Kathy Lujan reading to class.
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Winter track wraps with Middle School Olympics

Glendale’s four middle schools 
wrapped up the winter track and 
fi eld season at Moyse Stadium 
on Friday, March 30. Competition 
between 226 student athletes was 
fi erce, but fun.

Wilson and Roosevelt middle 
schools put up a competitive battle 
at the Middle School Track Meet. 
The Toll Titans put in a spirited 
effort; Rosemont Spartans, chal-
lenged by the absence of many 
club team runners, fi nished last.

At the end of the day’s competi-
tion, Roosevelt Roughriders boys 
and girls claimed the 7th grade 
title while Wilson Knights boys 
and girls claimed their respective 

8th grade honors.

“This is the best of middle school 
events, so much goes into it,” said 
Roosevelt Middle School principal 
Lynn Marso. 

“It went well, and it’s fun to do it,” 
said meet coordinator Michelle 
Robertson, PE department chair 
at Toll Middle School. “With tech-
nology, tallying the scores goes 
so fast!”

The meet ran smoothly with the 
on-fi eld assistance of Glendale 
High track coach Bob Bailey 
and his team. Volunteers from 
Gateway Rotary Club also helped 
marshal track and fi eld events.

CV High students compete in sport that requires strong (funny) bones

Duelling improvisational 
comedy took the stage at 
Crescenta Valley High’s 
MacDonald Auditorium on 
April 20, resulting in a come-
from-behind victory for the JV 
ComedySportz team in their 
fi rst on-stage outing!

ComedySportz is a high 
school improv club team 
affi liated with the LA-based 
National Comedy Theater, 
to develop young talent and 
promote interactive shows. 
The Varsity and JV teams 
faced off, trying to outscore 
their opponents with skits 

and gags, themed on 
suggestions from audi-
ence members.

“They really have to 
think on their feet! It’s 
a lot of fun,” said CV 
coach Gavin Hall, a 
U.S. History teacher, 
by day.

While students who will 
audition in May require 
some kind of drama or 
improv comedy back-
ground, Hall himself 
ended up replacing a 
previous coach in 2005 
simply because he was 
already a fan of the 
ComedySportz format.

“We especially look 
for students who may 
not be involved in any 
other area on campus. 
This gives many of 
them a connection to 
the school that they 
wouldn’t otherwise 
have,” Hall said.

The next contest, 
on Friday, May 11, is 
the popular annual 
match-up that pits 
the varsity seniors 
against a team of 10 
CV faculty members. 
There are currently 
22 students in the 
CVHS ComedySportz 
program.

Spectators to the laugh-a-minute sport are the winners.

Katie Mollica (12th grade Varsity, 
team manager), teacher/coach 
Gavin Hall, Eduardo Guzman 
(10th grade, JV) .

Principals Dr. Cynthia Livingston, Rosemont (in 
blue), Rich Lucas, Wilson (wearing cap), Lynn 
Marso, Roosevelt (in red), and Bill Card, Toll (in 
green) were on hand to support their athletes.
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There are few fundraisers 
with the staying power of 
Father’s Follies – a variety 
show in support of fl amboy-
ant Verdugo Woodlands 
Elementary PTA – taking the 
stage for the 65th year, at 
Glendale High Auditorium, 
on May 11 and 12.

“Follies is a really unique 
way to get the Dads involved 
in the school,” said princi-
pal Janet Buhl. “When they 
spend months together sing-
ing, dancing, acting and per-
forming, it creates a bond.”

May’s show is themed, “Alice 
In The Woodlands.” The 
2012 poster was designed by 
children’s author and Disney 
illustrator Frans Vischer, 
father of a VW fi fth-grader.

Fathers’ Follies began in 
1948 and is considered 
the longest-running PTA 
elementary fund raiser in the 
nation,” said parent and co-
producer Steve O’Bryan.

More than 200 dads and 
other volunteers stage the 
original, witty and some-
times irreverent musical 
to benefi t the school and [Show photo courtesy of Black Mirror Photography.]

other kid-related projects, 
O’Bryan said. In honor of the 
anniversary, past dads are 
being invited to return and 
make cameo appearances. 
A new twist in recent years 
is the increasing involvement 
of dads from the school’s 
Japanese dual language 
program.

“The star of the show is 
always Mr. D (2nd Grade 
teacher Shahe Donabedian) 
who has been in the show 17 
years,” said assistant prin-
cipal Kristina Provost. “The 
kids just explode when they 
see him dance on stage!”

Advance tickets may be 
purchased at Verdugo 
Woodlands School for $8, or 
at the door for $10.

Verdugo Woodlands dads perform in Fathers’ Follies for the 65th year

Young salts from Lincoln Elementary School were hoist-
ing the sails, swabbing the decks and handling the helm 
during a Tall Ship fi eld trip to Catalina Island in early 
April. The young mariners used a compass and maps to 
navigate their course.

In addition to helping sail the “Spirit of Dana Point,” the 
30 students aboard learned about the marine environ-
ment, snorkeled and kayaked with Lincoln principal 
Stephen Williams, teacher Karen Gilbaugh and school 
parent David Bolstad.

L i n c o l n 
p r i n c i p a l 
S t e p h e n 
W i l l i a m s 
w a t c h e s 
s t u d e n t s 
K a i t l y n 
Dols, Rhys 
J u l i a n 
J o n e s 
and Julia 
P e a r s o n 
n a v i g a t e 
a tall ship 
back to the 
mainland.

Lincoln young salts set sail
Tons of yesterday’s 
hot tools of “tomor-
row” were put out 
to pasture at an 
ewaste recycling 
event, collected 
Saturday, April 
28, at Valley View 
Elementary School.

“Final totals are 
yet to arrive, but 
the estimated total 
based on truck 
loads, was 12,000 
lbs.!” reported Kelly 
Mayes, a Valley 
View parent, who 
coordinated the 
fi ve-hour recycling 
drive. Among the 
items collected 
were 96 cell 

Valley View recycles ewaste

phones, 27 laptops, 31 LCD TV’s, two pallets of computer 
towers, two pallets of analog tube TV’s, and much more.

“There was quite a large turnout! I was impressed,” added 
GUSD energy conservation coordinator Dr. Stephanie Hall.
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Two Crescenta Valley high school 
students came away champions in 
Graphic Arts at the SkillsUSA career 
competition state fi nals in San Diego 
during Spring Break.

Chas Turansky won the gold medal 
while Jillian Kauffman won bronze, 
both in the Desktop Publishing cat-
egory. The CV team also included 
state qualifi ers Carmen Cerna, Raisa 
Rosa and Lindsey Flickinger. The 
fi ve students qualifi ed for the state 
meet at regionals held in January at 
CalState-LA. The team is mentored 
and managed by CV Graphic Arts 
teacher Herb Smith.

Graphic artist champs 
hail from CV High

From left, CV junior student Jillian 
Kauffman and CV senior Chas Turansky. 
The person on the right is the silver med-
alist from Mark Keppel High School in 
Alhambra.

Wilson Middle School teachers are 
making connections with NASA once 
again! Polly Jackson (7/8th Math), 
Anita Lalaian and Mary Inglish (both 
8th grade Science) applied for and 
were selected to attend two different 
NASA Explorer School workshops this 
summer. Mrs. Lalaian will attend the 
“Airborne Research Experience” at 
NASA’s Dryden Center at Edwards Air 
Force Base in the High Desert. 

Jackson and Inglish will be at NASA’s 
Goddard Space & Flight Center in 
Baltimore, Maryland, for a program 
called “There is More to Light than 
Meets the Eye.” Both workshops will be 
held in mid-July; all three teachers are 
excited to participate in these unique 
professional development opportuni-
ties. Teachers from any school can 
apply for NASA teacher programs, 
Inglish said.

Meanwhile, Wilson 8th graders Rachel 
Harmon and Regina Kim applied 
for and were accepted to the NASA 
Explorer School Student Symposium 
to be held at Johnson Space Center 
in Houston during the fi rst week of 

Wilson teachers, students fi nd out of this world 
workshops with NASA

Wilson 8th graders Rachel Harmon & Regina 
Kim are headed for Houston.

Teachers Polly Jackson (7/8th Math), Anita 
Lalaian (8th grade Science) and Mary Inglish 
(8th grade Science) experiment at NASA.

May. In order to apply for the program, 
the students had to perform a NASA 
experiment/investigation, then create 
and record a presentation about the 
experiment to share with a panel of 
NASA scientists. Out of 52 team pre-
sentations (104 students) nationwide, 
30 teams (60 students) were chosen. 
While in Houston, with their teacher, 
Mary Inglish, Rachel and Regina will 

present their experiment along with the 
other students to more NASA scien-
tists, meet an astronaut and take tours 
of the facilities.

Teachers interested in pursuing NASA 
opportunities for themselves or their 
students may contact Inglish at Wilson, 
or see explorerschools.nasa.gov/ on 
the Internet.

Toll Middle School 
was one of 77 
schools across 
the country to be 
named a model 
school in teaching 
tolerance, by the 
Southern Poverty 
Law Center, the 
M o n t g o m e r y , 
A labama-based 
national civil rights 
organization.

The school won 
recognition for its 
promotion and 
participation in 
“Mix It Up at Lunch 
Day,” last October, 
where students 
were encouraged 
to mix and have 
lunch with some-
one new.

“We decorated 
each lunch table to 
match a different 
travel destination. 
When students 
arrived at lunch, 
we gave them an 
airline ticket that 
had a destination 

Toll Titans teach tolerance

Teachers Sarah Strange and Jason Doolittle with some of the 
students who helped teach tolerance at Toll Middle School.

on it,” explained Toll teacher 
and ASB adviser Sarah 
Strange, who coordinated 
the event. Students were 
instructed to fi nd the table 
that matched their ticket sit 
down and meet new people 
at that table.

During lunch as many as 50 
students also wore black t-
shirts with the messages, “I 
can prevent bullying” on the 
front, and “Toll Middle School 

Stands Up to Bullies” on the 
back. The students formed a 
“fl ash mob” at lunch that was 
featured the next day on the 
front page of the Glendale 
News Press.

“Your students enjoyed the 
day because you succeeded 
in demonstrating its value,” 
said Teaching Tolerance 
Director Maureen Costello, 
in a letter to Strange.
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New face at ETIS Toll Staff Development at the Americana

All aboard! Toll Middle School held their 
SB1193 Professional Development Day 
at the Americana at Brand on April 16.

Toll teachers focused on management 
tips, how to form effective teams, strat-
egies for creating a cooperative class 
through teambuilding and with hands-
on ideas grounded in sound research 
and theory.

The day was capped off by a Toll trol-
ley ride around the Americana with Toll 
principal Bill Card as the conductor.

Glendale Sunrise Rotary Club members joined principal Dr. 
Linda Gubler Junge cutting the ribbon to dedicate the John 
Muir Elementary School Literacy Garden, on April 27.

Muir’s Teachers of Distinction, Lisa Kaprielian, Amy Gentile, 
Theresa Francisco and Tinky Schmit, represented the staff 
in offi cially receiving this gift from the community, just in 
time for Teacher Appreciation Week.

The long-awaited and complicated project turned a dis-
used space outside the school’s library facing busy Acacia 
Avenue into an oasis for students to read and relax. A gur-
gling fountain and eventual foliage will obscure traffi c noise. 

“At a time when our funding is a constant crisis and so 
much is being taken away from us, it is so meaningful to 
see something like this come from the community,” Junge 
told the Rotarians.

Club president Eddy Einem, an architect, and member Eric 
Hamilton, an insurance agent, helped prepare plans and 
coordinate Rotary work teams over several weekends.

“That was hard labor,” breaking up years of built-up asphalt 
and softening up the compacted soil underneath, Junge 
recalled at a morning Rotary meeting at the school. “This 
project exemplifi ed what Rotary is all about: ‘Service above 
self,’” she said.

The Literacy Garden is a project Rotarians will talk about for 
years, said Rotary Club president Stephen Ropfogel.

FASO members, supervised by Luis Perez and Johnny 
Richardson, stepped in to provide services the Rotarians 
could not. Bobcat operator James Jimenez and Equipment 

Muir Literacy Garden is now open
Operators Jose Sarmiento and Robert Munoz moved moun-
tains and material and helped prepare the grounds while Bill 
Ward and Luis Hernandez took care of electrical installa-
tions. John Sichler and Eliseo Perez placed a beautiful clay 
tile mural created by artist Cheryl Rosa. The mural features 
a Yosemite scene popularized by naturalist John Muir, for 
whom the school was named.

Meet Valerie Mitchell, the new 
Assistant Director of Educational 
Technology and Information Systems 
(ETIS), a new position.

She brings both hardware and soft-
ware expertise from her previous 
position as systems analyst for the 
Conejo Valley Unifi ed School District in 
Ventura County. She is eager to get to 
work on Measure S and other technical 
modernizations.

“I just completed the kinds of imple-
mentations that Glendale wants to 
do,” Mitchell said, adding that the ETIS 
department “has a great vibe.”

Rotary members and students look on as Glendale Sunrise Rotary 
Club member Stephen Ropfogel and principal Dr. Linda Junge cut the 
ribbon to open the John Muir Literacy Garden on Friday, April 27.
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Students from Wilson and Rosemont middle schools spent 
Spring Break touring the Republic of Korea with the Korea 
Glendale Sister Cities Association. The 10 students were 
chosen from 51 students who submitted essays explaining 
what they would gain from a Korean visit.

“I feel that the trip was a huge success and the students 
really seemed to enjoy themselves,” said Alex Y. Woo, pres-
ident of the Korea Glendale Sister Cities Association.

Students were often accompanied by local students 
when they visited Glendale’s South Korean sister cities of 
Goseong and Gimpo, as well as other locations during a 
tour of the country, including Seoul and the Demilitarized 
Zone (DMZ) that forms the border with North Korea.

This year’s trip was considered a fi rst-time pilot that was 
tested with the two schools the association had previous 
relationships with, Woo said. If the association sets another 
trip next year it will likely be open to all middle schools

Wilson and Rosemont students explore Korea on spring break

Valley View Elementary hosts a very green mother-son dance
Wilson and Rosemont students with their Korean high school hosts.

American History Grant reveals New England heritage to local teachers
The American Antiquarian Society of Worchester, 
Massachusetts, welcomed 24 Glendale and Burbank ele-
mentary, middle and high school teachers for four-day his-
tory fi eld study program during Spring Break. The elemen-
tary teachers focused on the Colonial and Revolutionary 
period, visiting a variety of historical places such as the 
Pilgrim sites, Mayfl ower II and Plimoth Plantation; and the 
Deerfi eld Teacher’s Center, a history resource funded by 
the National Center for the Humanities. Teachers also vis-
ited the Tsongas Industrial History Center, in Lowell, for les-
sons on the early industrial revolution in America.

The middle and high school teachers had a tour of Slater’s 
Mill, the fi rst water-powered cotton spinning mill in North 
America, and the Museum of Work and Culture, both in 
nearby Rhode Island. Both groups spent a morning at the 
Massachusetts Historical Society working on grade/stan-
dards appropriate primary source documents and the after-
noon walking various parts of the Freedom Trail in down-
town Boston. Getting hand-on with history, the group went 
to Sturbridge, a replica of an 18th century Colonial village. 
Teachers cooked (and ate) an authentic 19th century meal 
using historical recipes, cooking utensils, and roasting the 
chickens in an open brick fi replace.

The trip was the result of the Teaching American History 
Grant, funded by the U.S. Department of Education.

GUSD teachers Reinelle Abrazado (Wilson), Olivia Macaulay (GHS) 
and Lupe Acevado (Roosevelt) fi gure out how to get water power to 
drive 19th century machines at the Tsongas Industrial History Center.

Valley View Elementary took a green 
turn at sustainability at the Mom/Son 
Dance on Friday, March 23.

The use of compostable products left 
PTA parent organizers with only one 

small can of trash for a party of more 
than 140 people.

Party plates were made from sugar, 
wheat and recycled paper; forks and 
knives from potato and corn, and cups 

were made from corn products.

The dance itself had an extraterrestrial 
Star Wars-style theme, featuring cos-
tumes and treats such as Startrooper 
Sandies and Wookie Cookies.
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Colonial troops and artisans occupy Keppel encampment
The Colonial era came alive 
for Keppel Elementary stu-
dents on Friday, April 27. 
Together with fi ve adult his-
torical re-enacters from the 
Burbank branch of the 33rd 
Regiment of Foot, costumed 
5th Grade students saw 
candle making, period danc-
ing and musket fi ring.

“Students have learned 
about all of this; the activi-
ties make it all come alive,” 
said Keppel teacher Sandy 
Fink. Having the students 
in rented or homemade 
costumes encouraged even 
more immersion in the 
period activities. “We are 
the performing arts magnet, 
after all,” Fink smiled.

As the sound of a musket 
shot reverberated across 
the school’s grass fi eld, fi fth-
graders from Joanne Ward’s 
explained that classroom 
lessons suddenly made 
sense.

“I was reading a book about 
this, fi ghting the British,” stu-
dent Vern Noubarentz said.

The loud noise “made me 
understand why the charac-

President Abraham Lincoln 
was shorter at Rosemont 
Middle School than history 
books remember Honest 
Abe, but there was an air 
of authenticity about the 
school’s annual Civil War 
night.

Family Civil War Night was 
originally the brainchild 

Civil War comes alive at Rosemont Middle School
of two now-retired GUSD 
teachers, Lynn McGinnis 
and Christine Collins-Cross.  
Mr. McGinnis returned to the 
fi eld Thursday, April 26, as 
a medical offi cer, captivat-
ing the students and parents 
with the blood and gore from 
America’s costliest war.

Students and parents had 
the opportunity to travel to a 

number of different stations 
where the “actors” retold 
about a variety of histori-
cal events dealing with the 
Civil War; each event lasted 
about 20 minutes. President 
Lincoln (Mike Anker) and 
John Wilkes Booth (Hamilton 

Kim) both history teachers 
at Rosemont, re-created 
Lincoln’s 1865 assassi-
nation at Ford’s Theater. 
GUSD parent Jeff Lawson 
was decked out as a regu-
lar federal soldier, complete 
with musket, which he fi red; 
students could “drill” with 
General Lee (Rosemont 
math teacher Sean 
O’Rourke) and General 
Grant (woodshop teacher 
Terry Parker) leading student 
recruits in precise military 
order! Students could also 
listen to Civil War music and 
learn some of the history 
about the songs from music 
teacher Rod Yonkers.

History teachers Stacy 
Fox, Lorena Leininger and 
Margie Billings organized the 
event. They were assisted 
by other staff members as 
well as principal Dr. Cynthia 
Livingston, who was dressed 
as a Southern belle.

ter was so scared,” student 
Ty Law added.

Seeing how long it took to 
reload a musket showed why 
bayonets were so important 
to colonial soldiers, said stu-
dent David Kazarian.

Meanwhile, Sandy LeMay 
tried her hand (and shoul-
ders) at fetching water. She 
was surprised how the wide 
yoke balanced her load and 
made the chore easier than 
she expected.

“Because history isn’t 
tested, it sometimes gets 
short shrift,” compared to 
subjects like math, said fi fth-
grade teacher Ray Shelton. 
“Immigrants don’t know U.S. 
history.” A visual and inter-

Even during the colonial times, 
there are workers and there 
are shirkers. Fifth grader Sandy 
LeMay tries her hand at fetching 
buckets of water.

active day like this makes 
characters like George 
Washington more acces-
sible, Shelton said.

The red-coated 33rd 
Regiment of Foot is a non-
profi t educational outlet 
for enthusiasts to demon-
strate tools and customs of 
the colonial era, said Judy 
Polinsky, who coordinates 
the Burbank unit. The nation-
wide group does programs 
for schools, museums and at 
historic sites.

Ray Shelton with students.

Many Keppel kids dressed in 
colonial costumes.


