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Message from Dr. Sheehan
The good news as we head into March is that Furlough Days have been 
rescinded for this school year. The instructional days of March 16 and April 
24, and the teacher work day of June 15, are back on the calendars. Even 
as we continue to keep a close eye on budget problems in Sacramento, 
careful stewardship by the Board and collaboration with our bargaining 
units allowed us to restore the school year in its entirety.
February witnessed successes and accomplishments, such as the dedica-
tion of a new classroom building and athletic complex at Roosevelt Middle 
School after a long period of planning and work on site. The month also 
saw disheartening tragedy with the death of a student that devastated a 
family and rocked a campus and its community. The death of any student 
is heartbreaking; we have lost four students this month, including three to 
illness. These tragic losses remind all of us how precious life is.
Thank you once again for all your hard work and dedication, supporting our 
kids and one another.

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D, Superintendent of Schools

Wilson Middle 
School teachers 

have a nearly 
out-of-this-world 

experience at 
NASA’s Johnson 

Space Center

Left to right: Paul Gersten, Paula 
Jackson and Mary Inglish.

GEF Diamond Awards salute alumni
Dancing with Diamonds is one of the signature annual fundraisers of the 
Glendale Educational Foundation (GEF), the community nonprofi t that 
seeks to fi nancially support Glendale schools.
“Support every school and every student,” said GEF Chair Laurel Patrick at 
the February 17 gala, held at the Glendale Hilton. Among the “Diamonds” 
are awards given Glendale Unifi ed School District (GUSD) graduates who 
demonstrate excellence in the areas of GEF concentration.
Winning recognition for Distinguished Achievement in Science and 
Technology was Hoover High School graduate Dr. Varoujian Gorjian (’87), 
who is now a Research Scientist at the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
(JPL). Having gone from the high school Space Club to JPL astrophysicist 
studying deep cosmic questions, he still fi nds time to mentor students and 

Continued on page 3, GEF

Mary Inglish (8th grade sci-
ence) and Paula Jackson (7th 
grade math/AVID) took part 
in the NASA Explorer School 
Reduced Gravity Education 
Flight Program during the week 
of February 5-10.
Inglish and Jackson, together 
with colleague Paul Gersten 
(6th grade math/science), con-
ducted NASA experiments in 
their classes at Wilson. Then, 
Inglish and Jackson performed 
the same tests aboard NASA’s 
gravity-defying aircraft while in 
Houston.
The Wilson duo was one of 14 
Explorer School teams invited 
to fl y in near weightlessness to 
conduct the experiments. The 
NASA plane produces weight-
lessness for about 20 seconds 
at a time by going into a steep 
climb, followed by repeated free 

Continued on page 3, Wilson

Roosevelt ribbon cutting honors Grace
The slice of a red ribbon held by school board mem-
bers and the family of a beloved school counselor, 
marked the dedication of a “transformed” Roosevelt 
Middle School, on Thursday, February 23.
New classroom buildings, a rebuilt quad, new bas-
ketball courts, a track and a bright new artifi cial turf 
athletic fi eld, are the result of a two-year, $10.5 million 
ORG (Overcrowding  Relief Grant) project.
“This is now a wonderful learning community for our 
students and staff,” said Principal Lynn Marso. She 
described the work as a two-year “journey” that saw 

Continued on page 3
Former Roosevelt 
counselor Ron Grace.
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Lessons become popular treats at The Daily Grind

The Daily Grind at the GUSD 
Administration building is 
the coffee shop operated by 
bistro students at Allan F. 
Daily High School, under the 
direction of teacher Michelle 
Bernstein.
Monday classroom study is 
followed by Tuesday kitchen 
work, then Wednesday and 

Thursday operating the 3rd 
fl oor cafe. “Fridays, we get 
to cook for ourselves,” said 
Alba Gonzalez, one of the 
bistro students.
The bistro -- which serves 
coffees and teas, quiche, 
cookies, pastries, salads, 
soups and sandwiches -- is 
popular with admin building 

staff and guests. It is also an 
important hands-on class for 
continuation students.
“It’s fun. It’s my favorite 
class, and it adds to my 
resume,” said student 
Claudia Abraamyan.
Bernstein teaches up to 72 
students a year on Daily’s 

trimester schedule. About a 
dozen students will work the 
bistro at any given time.
“The students spend one 
month in class and two 
months operating The Daily 
Grind,” Bernstein said. “They 
are gaining skills, and that’s 
priceless.”

Verdugo Woodlands taiko students 
get into drum rhythm

Verdugo Woodlands students get in touch with Japanese 
culture with a bang! Lots of banging!
Mrs. Chiaki Toda, of LA Matsuri Taiko, teaches 1st and 2nd 
grade taiko ensemble drumming. 
Taiko is a Japanese word for drum. Each session is 30 min-
utes a week. 
“We have six taiko, one big taiko, and three bamboo sticks 
with stands. All of them are handmade,” said teacher Aya 
Taylor. “We are also planning to put a performance together 
to show their parents at the end of school year. All taiko 
related items have been paid by the school’s Foreign 
Language Assistance Program (FLAP) grant.

Keppel Elementary 1st Grade FLAG teacher Soo Hyun 
(Emily) Sim had her students create “Never Before Seen 
Transportation” using recycled materials. The students 
brought any type of containers from home, such as shoe 
boxes, cosmetic boxes, egg cartons, and plastic contain-
ers. They then created their own mode of “transportation,” 
according to their own designs.
Remember to pick up on the green three R’s:
REDUCE waste from the start, buy in bulk and use up 
what’s on hand; REUSE everyday items at home, work 
and school; RECYCLE at curbside and donate older but 
still useful items.

FLAG students learn the three Rs

Teacher Aya Taylor and drum instructor Chiaki Toda guide the rhythm.

Daily High teacher Michelle Bernstein 
helps bistro students make a sale.

Daily High students Alba Gonzalez and 
Claudia Abraamyan display baked goods.

Special Education staff check out treats 
prepared by Daily Grind students.
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science teachers. One of Dr. Gourjian’s 
specialties is understanding imagery 
from sophisticated telescopes.
Another Hoover graduate honored 
was fi lm and television director Ron 
Underwood (’71) for Distinguished 
Achievement in the Arts. He began 
his Hollywood career making award-
winning children’s TV. He moved into 
feature fi lm directing the 1990 science 
fi ction fi lm, “Tremors,” a sleeper hit 
and cult classic, followed by the block-
buster western comedy, “City Slickers.” 
His most recent fi lm was “In The Mix,” 
starring recording artist Usher. He also 
directs episodes of many hit TV shows, 
including “Desperate Housewives” and 
“Grey’s Anatomy.”

Distinguished graduates recognized with GEF Diamond Awards

Wilson Middle School teachers weightless in NASA program

falls, over the Gulf of Mexico.
The sensations, both rising and fall-
ing, were amazing, Inglish said. “It was 
disorienting, but we got used to it, and 
then we were busy with our experi-
ments,” she said.
Inclusion in the program was the 
result of STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) programs offered 
at Wilson. The program “really gets the 
students engaged and excited about 
learning STEM concept,” Inglish said. 
There are several NASA programs 
teachers could apply for, she said.

Wilson Middle School teachers Paula 
Jackson and Mary Inglish with astronaut 
Dorothy (Dottie) Metcalf-Lindenburger, 
a former teacher, who flew on Space 
Shuttle mission STS-131. The astronaut 
joined the teachers on their Zero Gravity 
flight over the Gulf of Mexico.

Paula Jackson and Mary Inglish in front of the 
Zero Gravity plane, a modifi ed DC-9.

Roosevelt dedicates the Ron Grace Sports Complex
16 portable bungalows replaced by a 16-room classroom 
building and new open spaces.
Roosevelt principals, present and past, and the family, 
took part in the dedication of the Ron Grace Sports 
Complex, in memory of the school’s longtime counselor and 
sports enthusiast, who was killed in the September 2008 
Chatsworth Metrolink crash.
“Our dad would have been honored by this -- after he got 
done laughing at the thought of something being named 
after him,” said son Brian Grace
“Ron has left us the spirit of always striving to do one’s 
best,” said Dr. Maria Gandera, who was principal at 
Roosevelt at the time. “He has left us with the spirit of 
healthy competition and the desire to achieve one’s goals.”
The dedication ceremony concluded with the Roosevelt 
Roughriders fl ag football team taking their fi eld for a middle 
school series game against the Wilson Knights.

Photos courtesy of student photographers: Dominique Robinson, 
Hovsep Osikian, Andy Figueroa, and Guadalupe Ramirez.

Wilson, from page 1

GEF, from page 1

Dedication, from page 1

“The education I received in Glendale 
made everything in my life possible,” 
Underwood said.
The third Diamond Award recipient was 
Crescenta Valley High School graduate 
Tom Holmoe (’78), for Distinguished 
Achievement of Health & Fitness. 
Holmoe was a scholar and three-sport 
athlete. He won a full football scholar-
ship to Brigham Young University. After 
graduating, he played seven years 
in the National Football League, win-
ning three Super Bowls with the San 
Francisco 49ers. After some coach-
ing at BYU, Stanford, with the 49ers, 
and as head coach at Cal, he became 
Director of Athletics at BYU, oversee-
ing 21 intercollegiate sports.

Glendale gives every student oppor-
tunity,” Holmoe said, surrounded by a 
longtime group of core CV friends.

From left, Tom Holmoe, Ron Underwood, 
and Dr. Varoujian Gorjian.

Dr. Maria Gandera Principal Lynn Marso

Lynn Marso and the Board of Education join Jan Grace and sons, 
Brian and Andrew, in cutting Roosevelt’s ceremonial red ribbon.
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‘Every 15 Minutes’ presented to CV High School juniors, seniors

CV High School presents 22% Fear: an original anti-bullying play
Crescenta Valley High 
School Advanced Theater 
class confronted bullying 
issues in society and on their 
own campus with a grip-
ping performance. Students 
and their teacher, Brent 
Beerman, created “22% 
Fear,” an original play built 
with input gathered from CV 
students themselves.

The topic and title were 
inspired by a 2011 school-
wide survey that indicated 
78% of the student body 
felt safe at school. “Though 
this is a large number, it 
means that 22% of a student 
population of nearly 3,000 
students didn’t feel safe 
while they were at school,” 
Beerman said.

Earlier this school year an 
email address was set up 
where student could submit 
their own stories, anony-
mously. The stories were 
collected and structured into 
the play that was presented 
to all CVHS students on 
February 2. The play was 
then presented publicly for 
the next three nights in the 
CV Macdonald Auditorium.

“The play explores why 
people harass others, 
because bullies create bul-
lies,” Beerman said. “There 
has to be a way to stop the 
cycle. This play explores 
ways to do this.”
The CV drama department 
has been invited to pres-
ent “22% Fear” in other 
Southern California schools.

A dramatic scene of traffi c carnage on Ramsdell Avenue, beside 
Crescenta Valley High School, was staged February 9 to send a mes-
sage about the impact of drunk and distracted driving.
“Every 15 Minutes” is a nationally-acclaimed program that pairs schools 
with local public safety agencies to drive home the point to high school 
juniors and seniors. The program was coordinated at CV by Assistant 
Principal Charlotte Sassounian. The California Highway Patrol and Los 
Angeles County Sheriff have helped stage the event at the school every other 
year for the past decade.
“Every 15 Minutes” refers to the frequency someone is killed in the United States 
by a drunk driver when the program began in the 1990s.
Despite all the rehearsal “it suddenly became very real” once the scenario 
started playing out, said Cameron Silva, a star baseball player who portrayed 
the arrested drunk driver (top right photo).
The collision depicting multiple fatalities was staged on a Thursday morning and 
concluded with a “memorial” assembly the following day. Students and parents 
exchanged emotional farewell notes to one another. Among the guest speakers 
was a father with the MADD organization (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) who recalled his family’s personal experiences 
losing a bright young teen daughter to a drunk driver.
Funded by the California Offi ce of Traffi c Safety, the National Highway Traffi c Safety Administration and the CVHS 
PTSA, the two-day program involved more than 40 students playing various roles. Real life sheriff and police offi cers, 
paramedics, coroners, judges and funeral directors also took part.

Black-clad actors made student stories of bullying come to life; the blunt storytelling gripped audiences and challenged people to change behaviors.
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Refl ections artists recognized by PTSA and Board of Education
The National PTA Refl ections Program is an arts recognition and achievement program for students. The Refl ections 
Program provides opportunities for students to express themselves creatively and to receive positive recognition for 
original works of art. Inspired by a pre-selected theme, Refl ections increases community awareness of the impor-
tance of the arts in education. This year’s theme was: “Diversity Means...”
“We had wonderful participation from our PTA units. Twenty four of our 25 units participated in the Refl ections 
Program. By submitting wonderful works of arts many students truly demonstrated a deeper level of artistic and cre-
ative expression. It was a testament as to how important art and artistic expression is to the development of the 
‘whole child.’ We are very proud of all of our participants,” said PTSA President Elizabeth Manasserian.
Approximately 40 students received awards from the Glendale Council PTSA to commemorate their outstanding work 
in this annual District competition, which is part of the state and national Refl ections Program.
Students competed in six categories: literature, music, fi lm/video production, dance, photography and visual arts. On 
February 7, 2012 the Board of Education recognized those students in the categories of visual arts, music and dance 

Continued on page 6, PTSA Refl ections
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PTSA Refl ections Awards - continued

at its meeting. On the 
February 21, 2012 
Board Meeting, the 
board recognized win-
ning students in litera-
ture, photography, and 
fi lm/video production. 
The Superintendent 
and board members 
greeted all award 
recipients.

Dominique Evans-Bye inspires students to excel in science
A team of her students is 
once again in contention for 
the prestigious Lexus Eco 
Challenge student project 
prize and she has been 
named a Woman of the 
Year by State Sen. Carol 
Liu. Dominique Evans-Bye 
is an innovative teacher who 
makes a difference.
“She’s very creative, and 
pushes the envelope of 
what’s possible in a science 
and career education class-
room,” said Clark Principal 
Doug Dall.
Evans-Bye began her GUSD 
career teaching science at 
Roosevelt Middle School 
after being recruited by Dall 
to teach. They had worked 
together as scuba diving 
instructors. Evans-Bye, a 
Simi Valley native, took up 
diving while pursuing her 
Marine Biology degree at 
California State University 
Northridge. She later took 
specialized courses in scien-
tifi c diving.
When she moved to Clark 
Magnet High School in 
2000, she developed a 

course in Marine Biology. 
“Kids like looking at cute 
things in the ocean,” she 
said. Utilizing tools provided 
by an Environmental and 
Spatial Technology grant, 
she put students to work 
mapping their study areas 
and participating in marine 
life population counts.
Using a combination 
of sophisticated Global 
Information Systems (GIS) 
mapping tools in the class-
room and intensive hands-on 
fi eld work, her students stud-
ied heavy metals pollution 
in Los Angeles harbor. In 

PTSA Refl ections, from 
page 5

“Carbonators,” this year’s Lexus Eco Challenge award-winning Clark 
team, explains their air quality study to the Board of Education. Dominique Evans-Bye

2007, her class documented 
their work and won the water 
challenge of the fi rst nation-
wide Lexus Eco Challenge 
competition.
In 2011, the Evans-Bye 
guided an eight-student 
Clark team to the Lexus 
Eco Challenge Grand Prize, 
studying the effects on con-
tamination on lobsters from 
around the world.
“It was awesome to win the 
grand prize,” she said. Her 
students were confi dent, but 
expressed disbelief when 
she informed them they 
had won top honors – and 

a major cash prize that stu-
dents are saving for higher 
education.
This year, her students sub-
mitted several projects. One 
seven-member team studied 
air pollution patterns and 
potential locations for solar 
power placement, which 
won the Lexus fi rst-step Air 
Challenge. This group is 
now competing for the grand 
prize.
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Snow Day at College View
Abraham Lincoln 
visited Monte 
Vista on Friday, 
February 17. He 
addressed kinder-
garteners, third, 
and fi fth graders.
Students were 
able to hear sto-
ries about his life, 
history, and some 
little-known facts. 
Mr. J.P. Wammack, 
husband of 
teacher Nancy 
Wammack, loves 
to bring history 
alive for others. 
He is frequently 
asked to assume 
his persona of Mr. 
Lincoln in various 
venues, includ-
ing the Reagan 
Library Museum.

Abe Lincoln visits Monte Vista

Muir colors its Arts Attack

Valley View marks Lunar New Year

Sixth grade stu-
dents in Michelle 
Manolo’s class 
at John Muir 
E l e m e n t a r y 
got into an Arts 
Attack lesson on 
the color wheel.
Curricular materi-
als and art sup-
plies are funded 
by the non-
profi t Glendale 
E d u c a t i o n a l 
F o u n d a t i o n 
(GEF) to keep 
arts instruction 
alive during tight 
budget times.

Dunsmore chili judges included: (seated) CVHS Music Director 
Mathew Schick, Dunsmore Principal Karen Stegman, and Dunsmore 
Foundation president Mike LeFevre; and (standing) Karen’s husband 
Scott Stegman and Glendale PD Offi cer Matt Zakarian.

Twins are second time champions at Dunsmore chili cook-off
D u n s m o r e 
Elementary hosted 
its second annual 
Chili Cookoff in con-
junction with its PTA 
Founder’s Day meet-
ing on Thursday, 
February 16.
Sixth grade twin 
brothers Evan and 
Ian Danaowski 
(right) won the 
Grand Supreme Chili 
award at Dunsmore 
Elementary School 
for the second year 
in a row.

February 14 was fun day 
with trucked-in snow at 
College View School.

Students from College View School, La Crescenta Elementary and 
Hoover High School enjoy playing together in the snow.

The Korean 
Parents Association 
(KPA) helped stage 
a colorful Lunar 
New Year assem-
bly at Valley View 
Elementary.
The KPA organizes 
the annual event 
to help students 
learn about Korean 
culture.
Students performed 
the Fan Dance 
and created a Tae 
Kwon Do team. All 
students took part 
in an essay contest 
as well. The KPA 
catered a Korean 
lunch for staff and 
students on Friday, 
February 3.
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Students, staff, parents and 
local service club members 
pitched in to help build and fi ll 
planters for a school garden 
project on their new site. In 
August, Verdugo Academy, 
GUSD’s K-12 Independent 
Homestudy program, moved 
to the far side of Dunsmore 
Elementary campus from its 
previous location at Clark.
“We moved several tons of 
gravel and dirt in about three 
hours,” said Principal Dr. 
Chris Coulter. “It was pretty 
impressive.”
With support from teach-
ers Martin Briner and Alison 
Curtiss, the idea of a beau-
tifi cation barrier between the 
classrooms and the parking 
lot became a school garden 
project. K-12 students will 
participate in gardening 
classes that will teach basic 
gardening concepts, sus-
tainable living, and healthy 
choices.
“We’re going to keep it 
all organic,” said Curtiss. 

“Students will be the ones 
doing all the work.”
One planter will also be used 
by Dunsmore’s after-school 
programs.
In January, Verdugo 
Academy received a 
grant for $1,500 from the 
Pasadena Host Lions Club.
“Many students helped raise 
additional money through 
our fi rst ever fund-raiser,” 
said Curtiss. There were 
also contributions from indi-
vidual families, teachers, and 
Rumer Studios, a local pro-
duction company owned by 
a Verdugo Academy family.
Local landscaper Don Seely 
offered advice and members 
of the Crescenta/Cañada 
Lions & Leos and the 
Pasadena Host Lions joined 
the January 28 and February 
28 work crews.
The gardens will include 
vegetables, herbs and edible 
fl owers, Curtiss said.

Beautifi cation of the new Verdugo Academy campus is underway

Left to right, Verdugo Academy teachers Beverly Hickman, principal 
Dr. Chris Coulter, Alison Curtiss and Martin Briner.

Right: Verdugo Academy received support from staff, students, and 
the service club members in their effort to beautify their campus.

FACTS Program holds Valentine’s Day Formal
For students at the Foothill  Area Community Transition Services program, the 
annual FACTS Valentine’s Day Formal is a social highlight of the year. “The 
event helps teach social skills,” said FACTS teacher Ian Sayer. “We have kara-
oke contests and best dancer prizes.” Students dressed in their best for the 
dance, held Thursday, February 16, at the Pacifi c Avenue Auditorium.

Hot praise for music 
from City Fire Chief

A choral ensemble from John Muir 
Elementary and the Jazz Band 
from Glendale High performed for 
the City of Glendale’s 9th Annual 
African American Heritage lunch at 
City Hall on February 29.
“The Choir was great and the Jazz 
Band was amazing,” said Glendale 
Fire Chief Harold Scoggins.

More books for 
Lincoln’s library

The Assistance League’s Authors 
and Illustrators Day program was 
held on February 16 at Lincoln 
Elementary.
Assistance League has been 
offering this program in Glendale 
schools for the last 14 years. A 
$1,500 check was presented to 
school principal Stephen Williams 
to use towards the purchase of 
library books.
Members raised the funds and 
devoted many volunteer hours in 
bringing this program to the ele-
mentary schools in Glendale. For 
more information, visit their website 
at: www.alglendale.org.


