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Message from Dr. Sheehan
We’ve reached the midway point of an exciting school year!
The latest piece of good news is that the District and the Glendale Teachers 
Association have reached a tentative agreement to eliminate furlough days 
from the 2011-2012 school year. This means that students will enjoy the full 
180 days of instruction this year. Our school district has been very fortunate 
to have the careful fi scal management of the Board of Education, as well 
as the collaborative support of our employee groups, while dealing with the 
State budget’s uncertainty.
Most importantly, we see our students’ achievement celebrated by parents, 
by schools, by community groups, by local media, and by organizations 
conferring awards and scholarships. Wonderful things are happening in 
Glendale Unifi ed!
Thank you, everyone, for your contribution in a high quality education 
that addresses the unique potential of each student in a safe, engaging 
environment.

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D, Superintendent of Schools

Eight Verdugo 
W o o d l a n d s 
Elementary students 
were recognized at 
the January 17, 2012 
Board of Education 
meeting. These stu-
dents, shown above 
pointing to them-
selves, were models 
used for the Strategic 
Plan 2015 posters.

Strategic Plan 2015 models are recognized

Hoover High School senior 
Yervand Azatian was selected a 
National winner of the Horatio Alger 
Scholarship, which rewards perse-
verance in pursuit of higher educa-
tion. He was one of 104 winners 
from among a pool of 54,000 appli-
cants. AVID student Azatian claims 
his $20,000 scholarship during an 
all-expenses paid conference trip to 
Washington, DC, in March.

Hoover student wins 
national scholarship

Monte Vista 
students celebrate 
the Lunar New Year

The colorful and animated Lunar 
New Year celebration by Monte 
Vista Korean FLAG students on 
January 27 included the tradi-
tional Korean Puppet Dance by 
the fi rst graders under teachers 
Sunny Hong and Rebecca Kim.

Following a successful year-long pilot program at Wilson Middle School, 
GUSD is opening the Zangle ParentConnect to all schools who wish to use 
the resource. ParentConnect is the Zangle portal that allows parents to see 
information such as attendance, grades assignments, and other school 
information, and email links to teachers.
“We’ve already begun training at other schools,” said Educational 
Technology and Information Services Director Frank Schlueter.
Meanwhile, Data Director experienced an upgrade failure on January 2, 
2012 that resulted in a corruption of stored exam data. Assessment and 
Evaluation Coordinator Adriana Pestonji and others have been working tire-
lessly to recreate data resources from other sources.

ETIS introduces program for GUSD parents
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Top Ten Reasons Why Trees are 
Important

Three students from Monte Vista Elementary School help plant a 
new pine tree donated to the school by Edwin Momartin, a per-
sonnel analyst with GUSD, whose niece attends Monte Vista.

They produce oxygen
They control noise pollution
They slow storm water 
runoff
They clean the soil
They clean the air

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Source: http://forestry.about.com/od/treephysiology/tp/
tree_value.htm

They provide shade and 
cool
They act as windbreaks
They fi ght off soil erosion
They increase property 
value
They are carbon sinks

6.

7.
8.
9.

10.

Lions Club select art contest winners from two Glendale schools

Left to right: Columbus 
Elementary School principal 
Beatriz Bautista, student Aldwin 
Rabanes, and Glendale Lions 
Club’s past president Vince 
DeSantis.

Columbus Elementary student Aldwin Rabanes, winner of 
the 2012 Lions Club Peace Poster contest, was awarded 
$50. Toll Middle School sixth grader Vachik Gharibyan was 
recognized by winning the Lions Clubs International Peace 
Poster Contest for District 4-L1 in California.
This is the 24th annual contest in which 375,000 youth, 
ages 11 to 13, participate. Lions Clubs International spon-
sors the contest to emphasize the importance of world 
peace to young people.
Vachik’s poster fi rst was chosen best of 145 entries of 
Toll student art classes by two local artists. He receives a 
$50 check from the sponsoring Northwest Glendale Lions 
Club and is being honored at a school assembly today. His 

Left to right: Angela Karadolian, 
Glendale Lions Club represen-
tative Ross Adams and Vachik 
Gharibyan.

poster has been forwarded for judging at the statewide level.
A certifi cate of appreciation and a gift card are also being presented to Angela Karadolian, a sixth-grader who was runner-
up in the Toll contest. Parents of both students were at the assembly.
The eventual International Peace Poster winner will receive a cash prize of $5,000 plus a trip with two family members to 
Lions Day at the United Nations in March. The 23 other merit award winners will each receive $500.

Keppel Elementary Magnet 
students create anti-bullying PSAs

Several second, 
third and fourth 
grade Foreign 
L a n g u a g e 
Academy of 
Glendale (FLAG)- 
Korean students 
at Mark Keppel  
E l e m e n t a r y 
Magnet School 
created a series 
of Public Service 
Announcements 
(PSAs) on anti-
bullying for the 
B u l l y - M e - N o t ! 
program in obser-
vance of Yellow 
Ribbon Week. 
Keppel’s technol-
ogy coach April 
Faieta said stu-
dents used their 
new equipment 
purchased using 
arts grant funds.
Several videos 
were then 
uploaded on 
YouTube and 
in Keppel’s 
Facebook page, 
Mason’s Minutes.
Bully-Me-Not! is a community consortium whose mission 
is: “To bring together community forces to combat, through 
education, the devastating effects of bullying.”
Yellow Ribbon Week focuses on non-violence and anti-
bullying activities throughout the Glendale Unifi ed School 
District (GUSD) in memory of the words and actions of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. In addition to Keppel Elementary, 
all schools participated with different activities. The GUSD 
Student Services offi ce sponsored the Hands Project from 
Salem, Oregon, to present their Hands Are Not For Hurting 
message at elementary, middle schools and high schools.

Glendale students ride City’s fl oat 
in New Year’s Rose Parade

Waving from the City of Glendale fl oat in the 100th Annual 
Tournament of Roses Parade were GUSD students Talia 
Avedisian and 
Lindsay Lam 
(Glendale High), 
Rima Shakyan and 
Brionna Ventura 
(Hoover High and 
Elissa Arnold and 
Joy McCreary 
(Crescenta Valley 
High).
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The Verdugo Woodlands (VW) Robotics Club received the trophy for Best Presentation on December 11, 2011, when 
they competed against 27 other teams who were from age 9 to 14, at the FIRST LEGO League San Gabriel Qualifying 
Tournament. The six students from Verdugo Woodlands have been studying food contamination and food safety since the 
fi rst week of school.
The FIRST LEGO League required the teams to research a food safety and contamination issue and discover original 
ideas on how to solve the problem. After researching pickles, the students learned that the greatest danger involving 
pickles came from home pickling.
To get a better understanding of the process the Robotics team, (led by parents Aileen Louie, Steve O’Bryan, and Manual 
Gonzalez), asked Food Scientist Karin O’Bryan to come to the VW Dads Club to help the Robotics Club make pickles.  
After making their own pickles, the students were intrigued and wanted to learn more. The team contacted Kruegermann 
Pickles and arranged for a tour of their pickle factory on a school holiday. The students also went to the library, talked to 
medical doctors, contacted colleges and universities, and researched online. They left no pickle unturned!

Greetings from 
Santa Keith

Special Education Assistant Superintendent Dr. 
Amy Lambert, Chief Business Offi cer Eva Lueck, 
and Superintendent Dr. Richard Sheehan recently 
visited the Roosevelt Middle School fi eld in its 
fi nal stages of construction. This upgrade was 
funded through the Overcrowding Relief Grant. 
Roosevelt will formally dedicate its new fi eld on 
Thursday, February 23, 2012.

Roosevelt Middle School fi eld 
in its fi nal stages

Verdugo Woodlands Robotics Club win Best Presentation award

Muir Elementary 
launches FLAG Spanish 

in kindergarten

FASO supervisor-on-leave 
Keith Jones donned a cam-
oufl age Santa hat last month 
while on U.S. Naval Reserve 
duty in Afghanistan as part 
of a Seabees construction 
crew.

Edison Elementary honored 
the memory and legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
with a dramatic assembly 
on January 26. The skits 
featured re-enactments of 
key moments in the civil 
rights era. The program con-
cluded with a then-and-now 
slide show contrasting the 
exclusion Dr. King sought 
to overcome in the past with 
the happy and diverse stu-
dent body at Edison today, 
accompanied by the chorus.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is remembered at Edison Elementary

Students in Angela Palmieri’s kinder 
Spanish Foreign Language Academy 
of Glendale (FLAG) class at John Muir 
Elementary School, drew portraits of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as part of 
their lessons.
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On December 21, 2011, 
the phone rang in Clark 
Magnet physics teacher 
Zifard Arstakis’ room. On 
the line was Paul G. Hewitt, 
the author of Conceptual 
Physics, the book used by 
Clark Magnet to teach its 
ninth grade physics classes 
(http://www.conceptualphys-
ics.com/pghewitt.shtml).
A student had sent an email 

to Professor Hewitt compli-
menting her teacher, Mrs. 
Arstakis, and asking him to 
call her teacher to wish her a 
Merry Christmas. At the time 
of the call, the physics class 
was watching an instruc-
tional video featuring Hewitt, 
so it took some convincing 
for Arstakis to believe the 
call was legitimate. It was.
Professor Hewitt was very 

complementary of Clark’s 
achievements and was 
impressed that his book 
and instructional materi-
als were being used in the 
ninth grade. He was quoted 
as saying, “They need that 
physics for biology.”
The class invited Hewitt to 
come visit Clark in person. 
Just like Santa, they wait in 
anticipation of his arrival.

A Clark Magnet surprise from noted author

Innovation at the 18th annual Invention Convention

The Board of Education honored this year’s  fourth-, fi fth-, and sixth-
grade winners of the Annual Invention Convention at its January 17, 
2012 meeting. The winners are from various Glendale schools.

Third place winners Evan, 
Chadi, and David, demonstrate 
‘The Pocket Doodler’ as board 
member Mary Boger looks on.

Keppel fi fth grader Iffat Alam, inventor of 
‘Squeeze the Tweeze,’ stands in front of her 
product’s illustration board.

Keppel fi fth grader Kavika Kapoor won fi rst 
place for her ‘Bully-Me-Not’ wrist band.

Left to right: Board member Joylene Wagner, 
Superintendent Dr. Richard Sheehan, and 
board member Christine Walters congratulate 
Dunsmore sixth graders Kiran Hamkins (in 
red) and Ali Bayard (in blue) for winning third 
place with their ‘Music Folder Stand.’

The Music Folder Stand, in use.

The 18th Annual Invention Convention, 
hosted by the Gifted and Talented 
Education (GATE) offi ce, was held on 
December 17, 2011, at the Glendale 
High School cafeteria. There were 
more than 140 entries from fourth-, 
fi fth-, sixth-, and seventh-graders from 
Glendale Schools.
According to GATE teacher special-
ist Dede Weber, this event provides 
opportunity to GATE students to apply 
their creative thinking and problem 
solving skills to developing inventions 
and innovations that help solve every-
day challenges.
First place winners received trophies 
while second and third place winners 

received ribbons. There winners were:
Fourth grade: Matthew Kwon, fi rst 
place, F.A.W. for PAWS, Keppel 
Elementary; Jessica Escobar, fi rst 
place, Flash-O-Matic Propeller, Mann 
Elementary; Justin Park, second 
place, I-Shade, Fremont Elementary; 
Evan Meyer, Chadi Saklaway, and 
David Abovian, third place, The Pocket 
Doodler, R.D. White Elementary; and 
Emmanuel Romano and Juan Antonio 
Orozco, third place, Brush-Leaf Blower, 
Mann Elementary.
Fifth grade: Kavika Kapoor, fi rst place, 
Bully-Me-Not Band, Keppel Elementary; 
Dhruv Singh, second place, Edible 
Tape, Verdugo Woodlands Elementary; 

Jordan Young, second place, The 
Peanut Butter Pull Up, R.D. White 
Elementary; Marguerite Brugger, 
third place, Automatic Pet Feeder, 
Edison Elementary; Iffat Alam, third 
place, Squeeze the Tweeze, Keppel 
Elementary.
Sixth grade: Connor Johnson and 
Nicholas Schmitt, fi rst place, The 
Shoefitzim, Wilson Middle School; 
Kiran Hamkins and Ali Bayard, 
second place, Music Folder Stand, 
Dunsmore Elementary; Gavin David, 
third place, Mock-It Pocket, Fremont 
Elementary; and Karo Karapetyan and 
Mayis Garipian, third place, The Smart 
Stove, Jefferson Elementary.

Zifard Arstakis teaching Physics.


