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The SchoolsFirst Credit Union 
branch at GUSD Administration will 
be closed during the holiday weeks, 
from Wednesday, December 23, and 
back Wednesday, January 4 -- how-
ever while the Jackson St. location is 
not open, other branches, the Credit 
Union phone center, online banking 
and ATM’s will be available. Below is 
the link for alternative access:
ht tp: //www.schoolsf i rst fcu.org/
promos/1111/HolidayHours/default.
asp

     essage from Dr. Sheehan
         Wow, it is hard to believe that we are already at the Winter Recess, 
the Board of Education and I would like to express our gratitude to you. 
The season is changing as we welcome in winter, but your hard work and 
dedication never wane. The past few months have been action-packed 
like always and our students continue to amaze me, most recently at the 
Invention Convention. Additionally, I have had the benefi t of listening to our 
students sing and perform their winter concerts. We have a lot to be thank-
ful for.
         As we take a break to celebrate the holidays and usher in the New 
Year, I wish you all a well-deserved break with your family and friends. I 
want to wish you all good health and prosperity in the New Year!

Glenoaks Elementary School has 
a young reader-friendly new library, 
thanks to the dedicated parents of 
the Glenoaks Elementary School 
Foundation (GESF).
“The library was in disarray,” 
GESF president Karen Veloz said. 
“It’s been our dream to move the 
library, and to make it more rele-
vant. New books have been paired 
to needs of current students, 
while old and tattered books were 
discarded.
The library resource was previ-
ously housed a dark and dingy 
portable, Principal Kristine Siegal 
said. The Foundation undertook 
fundraising -- including an auc-

Glenoaks dedicates 
new library

Continued on page 4, Glenoaks

CVHS Charismatic Choir treat board and 
administrative building staff to carols

Glenoaks students Jenna and Rachel 
are being assisted in the library by 
parent volunteer Amelia Frinier.

The Victorian-costumed Crescenta Valley High School Charismatic Choir gave the board 
and administrative building staff an early Christmas treat by singing carols during the 
December 13 Board of Education meeting.

Asst. Manager Abiy Fikreslassie and 
Membership Offi cer Shawna Kerlegon.

SchoolsFirst closed during winter break
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Holiday reminders from the 
Energy Department & FASO

The winter holidays are upon us. The next two weeks 
are a great energy-saving opportunity for Glendale 
Schools. Please remember to:

Remove personal food items from all refrigerators and 
unplug them, where practical.
Unplug all other appliances (microwaves, coffee makers, 
etc.) or “vampires,” that continuously consume electricity.
Shut down all computers, but don’t unplug computers.

•

•

•

Johnny Richardson, Facility and Support Operations (FASO) 
Maintenance Supervisor, urges everyone to shut off the lights!

Meet Nitros Coach Tuttle

Hundreds of high school and college age musicians audition, but few are chosen for the honor of marching with the 
Pasadena City College Tournament of Roses Honor Band. Glendale Unifi ed Schools are providing 11 exceptional musi-
cians -- including two “herald trumpeters,” who play the long horns that announce the Rose Court fl oat as the Queen and 
Princesses ride in the Rose Parade.
Crescenta Valley High School: Madison Artis; trombone (her second time), Weston Foote, tuba; Aaron Hancock, bari-
tone sax; Riley Scott, trumpet; and Mac Wright, herald trumpet. Glendale High School: Melia Badalian, mellophone; Alec 
Mouradian, clarinet; Jonathan Sie, trombone; Trevor Fritz, trumpet (not shown); and Garrett Fritz, trombone (not shown).
Hoover High School: Josh Briggs, herald trumpet.

Glendale Schools students to march in Rose Parade honor band

Glendale Ed Foundation’s continuous generosity to Glendale schools

The Glendale High (GHS) Nitros have 
a new head football coach! John Tuttle, 
who last year was a varsity assistant 
coach under Alan Eberhart, steps up 
to the big chair. After years of assistant 
coaching at San Marino, Temple City 
and Duarte, Tuttle came to Glendale in 
2010 as a PE teacher and coach of the 
frosh squad.
Coach Tuttle knows he has a big, long-
term job ahead of him. I’ll be trying to 
instill more pride in the program and 
encourage more multi-sport athletes,” 
he said.

“The goal is to get as competitive, as soon as possible,” and 
he’ll get to work right away. 
“You don’t start playing football in August,” Tuttle said. “You 
start winning games (with practice beginning) in January.
Tuttle is looking forward to involving successful alumni, 
including some “legends” recognized at the November 10 
Battle of the Bell game, as examples of success at GHS.
Meanwhile, Crescenta Valley High School (CVHS) has 
named longtime CV-affi liated coach Mark Samford as  
interim girls softball coach, while the Falcons seek a perma-
nent replacement for the late legendary coach, Dan Berry, 
who died October 26. Samford, a GUSD substitute teacher, 
is also the CVHS boys freshman basketball coach.
Samford will be “a strong bridge” for the girls softball pro-
gram, CV Principal Dr. Michele Doll said. “He really under-
stands the culture and traditions of our school and our 
teams.”

Coach John Tuttle

At its Dec. 13 meeting the Board of Education received a $104,212 check from the 
Glendale Educational Foundation, the community nonprofi t that supports GUSD programs 
in its three areas of focus: visual and performing arts; health and fi tness; and science and 
technology. “Every school will receive a portion of the money, based on a formula of $4 
per enrolled student, to spend on the physical education equipment most needed at the 
school,” GEF Chair Laurel Patric told the Board.
For the past three years, the GEF makes on-going donations of $25,000 for bus trans-
portation supporting the Middle School After School Sports program. “This year our focus 
is Visual and Performing Arts,” Patric said. The GEF has a goal of raising $500,000 to 
purchase musical instruments for elementary schools.

Susan Hunt, Joylene Wagner 
and GEF Chair Laurel Patric.
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Healthy Start 
continues to give

Clark Magnet commercial photography students 
working to give GM the whole picture

Hundreds of toys were collected by 
GUSD schools early in December 
and distributed to appreciative families 
through the District’s Healthy Start 
program.
With 86 families on the needs list, 
and with an average of three kids per 
family, more than 270 children could 
be receiving gifts as a result of the toy 
drive, said Healthy Start Lead Case 
manager Anna Stepanian.
“We’re all Santa’s helpers,” said Case 
Worker Diana Hill.

Santa’s helpers Arline Hakopian, Diana Hill, 
Margarita Gasparyan and Anna Stepanian.

Students prepar-
ing for careers 
in advertising, 
marketing and 
art direction got 
a fi rst-hand look 
at the big show 
when the Clark 
Magnet High 
School Advanced 
C o m m e r c i a l 
Photography class 
was asked by 
General Motors 
to photograph 
and evaluate its 
display at the LA 
Auto Show, at 
the Los Angeles 
C o n v e n t i o n 
Center, in late 
November.
Teacher Kelly 
Brinker and 

Clark Magnet’s photography class with principal Doug Dall (upper left) 
and teacher Kelly Brinker (front).

The Rosemont Spartans cross country team participated in the LA84 Foundation Run 4 Fun Saturday, December 10, at 
Griffi th Park. The team scored in the top three (out of 22 schools) in all three boys’ age groups (second place for 13 years 
and over, fi rst place for 12 years, and second place for 11 years and under). Several individual students also placed in the 
Top 10 (out of over 200 in each group) in four out of six categories:
Actual Olympians, Rafer Johnson (Decathlon gold, 1960)  and Anita DeFrantz (Rowing bronze, 1976), presenting the 
awards (even if the kids are too young to know them!). The LA84 Foundation uses legacy monies from the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics to support youth sports.
The team was coached by Rodney Hairapetian. Doug Laing, a teacher at La Crescenta Elementary, assisted with the 
meet.  There were about 90 kids who participated during the season; about 70 of them competed at the Saturday meet. 
The team consists of seventh and eighth graders from Rosemont and sixth grade students from Rosemont’s feeder 
schools.

Rosemont teams place in LA84’s Run 4 Fun

Principal Doug Dall took 31 students November 23 to the LA Auto Show. There 
were 29 Advanced Commercial Photography students and two Advanced 
Cinematography students documenting the photo students’ experience working 
as freelance photographers for General Motors and United Auto Workers (UAW) 
Local 160 (who paid for their tickets).
The students were directed to take pictures of the GM displays, the public reac-
tions to their displays, and what the competition was doing.  The students were 
given the opportunity to give General Motors their perspective and opinions to 
help make their future Auto Shows more marketable toward their demographic, 
which is diffi cult for U.S. automakers to reach.
The GM experience gave students a chance to learn what it is like to use spe-
cifi c terminology when working in a very specifi c, detailed-oriented industry. 
“They are learning different ways to collaborate and communicate with a com-
pany located 3,000 miles away,” Brinker said.

Rosemont, other La Crescenta schools, left in the dark by storm
It’s dark out there!
Up to six schools were darkened by 
the December 1 windstorm, including 
La Crescenta, Monte Vista, Mountain 
Avenue, and Glenoaks elementary 
schools, Rosemont Middle School, and 
Crescenta Valley High School. CV and 
Glenoaks had the lights back on within 
one day but La Crescenta didn’t have 
full power again until December 6.

Rosemont Middle School Principal Dr. 
Cynthia Livingston carefully watched her 
darkened hallways during passing periods.
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tion, gala and other events -- that earned $40,000. More 
than $32,000 was invested in direct costs such as books 
and shelves. Together with 2,500 volunteer work hours, the 
Foundation provided value of about $85,000, directed to the 
library project.
Praising parent volunteers of both the PTA and GESF, 
Siegal said the Foundation is able to take on large-scale 
projects “out of reach of the PTA.”
Veloz recognized all the many parents who put so much 

Glenoaks, from page 1
Glenoaks Elementary School parent groups provide new library

Left to right: Glenoaks librarian Judy Rogers, Christine Walters, and 
Kristine Siegal cut the ceremonial ribbon and welcome students.

Left to right: Cristine Lauridsen, Amelia Frinier, Linda Guzik, Christine 
Walters, Dr. Kathy Thorossian, Dr. Richard Sheehan, Joylene 
Wagner, Karen Veloz, Judy Rogers, and Kristine Siegal.

effort into the proj-
ect, led by Linda 
Guzik and Cristine 
Lauridsen.
“Thank you so 
much to the par-
ents, who made 
this happen,” 
said Board 
V ic e - Pres ident 
Christine Walters, 
as she helped cut 
the ribbon on the 
new 10,000-book 
facility.

Glendale News Press reporter Megan O’Neil 
(center, holding pencil) interviews Glenoaks 
students using the new library.

Pictures from the Montrose Christmas Parade

Clark, CV, and Glendale High School ASB with Hoover football players.Wilson Middle School ASB was one of several GUSD student groups.

Rosemont Middle School cheering squad marched in the parade.Mann Elementary’s cheerleaders gave smiles.

Glendale Teachers Association took part

Dr. Mark Brown

Dr. Chris Coulter, Michelle, and Sienna. ‘Elf’ Robert Macias


