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Message from Dr. Sheehan
October has been an exciting month, beginning with State of the Schools, 
our annual status report to the community, hosted by the Glendale 
Educational Foundation. This year, students were the highlight of the 
program.
International Walk to School Day, the following morning, was not damp-
ened in the least by our fi rst rainy day of the school year! The organizing 
PTA proudly involved every Glendale school this year, getting hundreds of 
students (and their parents!) taking healthy paths to school.
Meanwhile, we continue making progress on Measure S modernizations. 
Site validation meetings at every school are planned through November 
and will assist in determining our priorities.
We shook things up with district-wide participation with the Great 
California Shakeout earthquake drill, reminding us all of how important it 
is to be prepared for emergencies of all kinds, at all times. Thank you all 
for your participation.
Other highlights for the month included the Unity Fest, sports from our fall 
athletes at the middle and high schools, drug awareness lessons during 
Red Ribbon Week and some spirited fun for Halloween.
I am continuing my tour of classrooms throughout the District. I continue 
to be very impressed by your hard work. We are all appreciative of our 
teachers.

New student board 
member is sworn in

L a u r e n n e 
Babayan of 
Glendale High 
School was 
elected by 
the Student 
A d v i s o r y 
Council (SAC) 
to serve as 
the Student 
Member of 
the Board of 
Education for 
the 2011-2012 

school year. Board President 
Joylene Wagner administered 
the oath of offi ce at the October 
4, 2011 board meeting.
At the same meeting, the 2011- 
2012 SAC members, repre-
senting all of Glendale’s high 
schools, were presented to the 
board. They are:
Clark Magnet High School stu-
dents Sipan Beglaryan, Sipan 
Ghazaryan, and Christopher 
Sagherian.
Crescenta Valley High School 
students Amber Alsamman, 
Priscilla Caster, Salar 
Hajimirasadeghi, Madison 
Huske, Christine Lee, Ruth Shin, 
and Katie Szabados.
Daily High School students 
Evangelina Estrella, Gohar 
Gumrikyan, and Fabio Palmieri.
Glendale High School students 
Lillian Abedi, Laurenne Babayan, 
Eugenia Bagdassarian, Mary 
Manukyan, Yasmeen Syed, and 
Samuel Tezyan.
Hoover High School students 
Audria Amirian, Mary Arakelyan, 
Leo Babaian, Wenona Carlos, 
Hilary Noori, and Emily Shin.

Laurenne Babayan

Strategic Plan comes to life
“If you don’t know where you’re going, any road will take you there…”

~George Harrison, after Lewis Carroll
If the goal is “to prepare our students for their 
future,” according to the Glendale Unifi ed School 
District (GUSD) motto, how are we going to get 
there?
The GUSD Strategic Plan 2015 was the product 
of months-long collaboration – involving parents, 
students, teachers, administrators and commu-
nity members – to defi ne where the District wants 
to be in the coming years.
Discussion teams facilitated by Dr. Joann Merrick, 
former Deputy Superintendent of Educational 
Services, who retired in 2003; Dr. Kathy 
Fundukian Thorossian, Assistant Superintendent 
for Education Services, and Elena Heimerl, 
created a 33-point blueprint of statements that 
students should be able to claim for themselves 
when Glendale schools succeed.

Continued on page 6, Strategic Plan
The Strategic Plan 2015 
brochure cover page.
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The State of OUR Schools 2011
Glendale Educational Foundation’s 
(GEF) 7th Annual State of Schools 
Breakfast was held at the Edison 
Elementary Community Center on 
October 6, 2011. The State of Schools 
event was presented by the Disney 
Company. In addition, local community 
businesses and individuals also helped 
sponsor this event.
The GEF took this opportunity to recog-
nize platinum and gold donors, and long-
time strategic partners. Congressman 
Adam Schiff could not be there so he 
conveyed his message via video.

Breakfast was 
catered by 
Chef Debbie 
G r e e n w o o d ’ s 
Glendale High 
School Bistro 
class.
Chef Debbie 
supervised in the 
preparation (top picture), but in 
the end, the students were the 
ones who received all the acco-
lades for a successful, hearty, 
and beautifully-executed feast.

Every year, the Crescenta Valley 
High School JROTC, led by Lt. 
Col. Dave Worley, opens the 
program with the Presentation 
of Colors and the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

The Crescenta Valley Jazz Band provided music while guests mixed 
and mingled during breakfast and played the National Anthem after-
wards; CV High School music teacher Mathew Schick conducted.

Opening greetings 
and the Foundation’s 
Annual Appeal 
were delivered by 
Glendale Educational 
Foundation president 
Laurel Patric.

Beware of vampires!
Energy Conservation 
Director Dr. Stephanie 
Hall warns the public 
of vampires!
‘Count’ Hall explained, 
“Vampires or phan-
tom loads, refer to 
the electricity wasted 
when appliances such 
as computers, micro-
waves and phone 
chargers continue to draw current even when turned 
off! This phantom consumption equal up to 15% or 
more of total energy use.”
According to Hall, a typical room with a TV, DVD player, 
and cable box will use about $110 a year in vampire 
load energy. That does not even including MP3 play-
ers, mobile phones, video games, and digital cameras, 
to name a few. Eliminating phantom loads will save 
money! Ways to combat vampires include turning off 
power bars at the switch, and unplugging appliances 
entirely, saving energy drain.

Right: The 
statuette 
presented 
by the 
GEF to 
Roxanne 
O’Rourke 
and 
Johnny 
Harrison.

Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Richard 
M. Sheehan pre-
sented the State of 
Schools address.

Board of Education 
president Joylene 
Wagner took this 
opportunity to 
express the District’s 
appreciation to all of 
its benefactors.

Hoover High School Martin Rhees (not pic-
tured) conducted the HHS Marching Band 
as they provided music for the closing per-
formance. Their sharp uniforms were made 
possible with generous community support.

Lexus of Glendale Vice President & General 
Manager Johnny Harrison (left) and Mann 
Elementary teacher and Glendale Schools’ 
Teacher-of-the-Year Roxanne O’Rourke 
(right) are this year’s recipients of GEF’s 
Educational Excellence Award.

The Robotics Club at Roosevelt Middle School hosted a 
FIRST* LEGO League Challenge Release Workshop on 
September 3, 2011. FIRST LEGO League (FLL) is a robot-
ics competition open to children ages 9-14. The Challenge 
Release Workshops are intended to help new robotics 
teams get off to a good start for the 2011-2012 season.
For information about starting a LEGO robotics program 
at your school, contact Randy Kamiya at 818.242.6845 or 
send a message to rkamiya@gusd.net.
*FIRST For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology

Roosevelt hosts FIRST LEGO 
League workshop

Roosevelt Middle 
School’s Robotics 
Club mem-
bers, from left to 
right: Anthony, 
Christina, Kelani, 
Bighani, Enrique, 
Genesis, AJ, 
Shant, and Ray.
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Glendale Schools wows crowds at UnityFest

The Glendale High School A Cappela group, conducted by Grace 
Sheldon-Williams, sang for the crowd in four languages.

The Crescenta Valley High School marching 
band performed the closing ceremonies.

Every year, Glendale Schools participates in the City of Glendale’s UnityFest cel-
ebration. The District provided for people in attendance information on programs 
and updates on projects. The booth also displayed “PTA Refl ections,” art created 
by College View, Keppel, and Toll students. The students and their families were 
proud to see their work displayed, and recognized by Mayor Laura Friedman.

Board of Education President Joylene 
Wagner and Planning & Development 
Administrator Margie Brown work their shift at 
the GUSD booth.

Lunch is lively at Crescenta Valley High

CVHS kitchen staff Sonia Ahmed, Karina Ramos, Ana Barrera, and 
Cafeteria Manager Stephanie Taylor offer healthy variety for lunch.

The kitchen at Crescenta Valley High School serves 600 
lunches, and 250 breakfasts each day, at the only open 
GUSD campus, where students are free to leave and eat 
lunches elsewhere. With a student body of more than 2,850 
students, staff would have to step up to handle increased 
demand, should the campus close.
“We can handle it,” said CVHS Cafeteria Manager 

Stephanie Taylor. She said 
grocery deliveries would 
become more frequent. 
Several sources of food 
options can satisfy a wide 
array of tastes with healthy 
menu items, including brown 
rice and whole wheat pasta, 
prepared right on campus.
The CV kitchen provides a variety of satisfying lunch offerings, ranging from salad and 
taco bars, to a wok station or a carving station for roast turkey and trimmings. A few steps 
away is the Falcon Grill, serving beef or veggie burgers and grilled chicken sandwiches.
Cooks take pride in what they produce, even in the volumes required for hungry school 
crowds. “We make our own pasta sauce, from scratch,” said Taylor.
Vegetables and fruits are brought in fresh and hand-sliced and prepared on site by foods 
staffers. “We always have a vegetarian option for breakfast and lunch,” Taylor added.
The CV kitchens, like those at Glendale and Hoover high schools, are production kitchens 
preparing hot foods for elementary schools elsewhere in the district. In addition to their 
own student body, CV serves seven other schools and nearby Cloud pre-school.Ms. Barrera prepares homemade 

pasta sauce by the stock pot.

Five-year-old Keppel 
artist shows his work.

Monte Vista Elementary hosted fi ve guest 
teachers from Korea, seated, l to r: Rebecca 
Park, Hyunsuk Jung, Inhye Jo, Youngae Yoo, 
and Wendy Lee. These experienced teach-
ers observed and assisted in classrooms. 
Standing behind them are Principal Suzi 
Hoge and Teacher Specialist Rosabel Park.

Monte Vista School, 
training hostess with 

the mostest

Monte Vista Elementary hosted R.D.  White 
Elementary on October 31, 2011 for Day 2 
of Kagan Cooperative Learning training. The 
two staffs joined together for a day full of 
learning treats. Christi Brown was the Kagan 
trainer (in suit up front).
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Kindergartners from John Muir Elementary 
teacher Angela Palmier’s FLAG program 
made funny faces for the camera. Muir 
Elementary School principal Dr. Linda Junge 
said, “We just opened our doors and are 
phasing in the program, grade by grade, start-
ing with two kindergarten classes this year.”

FLAG Spanish is 
introduced at Muir

Glendale administration staff and students are unshaken during drill

Counterclockwise starting from 
left: staff calmly descended 
the stairs in single fi le after the 
announcement was made to 
vacate the building; Dr. Scott 
Anderle observing evacuation 
activities; Robert Vardanyan, 
Dr. Maria Gandera, Dave 
Samuelson, and Hank Paz, dis-
cuss emergency procedures 
during the drill.

Clockwise, from top: students 
from Crescenta Valley High 
School walk to their designated 
area in the field with classroom 
monitors leading their respective 
classes; trained students admin-
ister aid to their ‘injured’ peers; 
young students at La Crescenta 
Elementary learn the their proce-
dures during an emergency.

Lincoln Elementary students paid a dramatic ‘visit’ by the DEA

On October 20, 2011 
Glendale Schools observed 
the Great California 
Shakeout earthquake drill.

The Lincoln Elementary Lions had 
a roaring memorable Red Ribbon 
Week presentation Oct 21 with drug 
crime fi ghting units from the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) and 
Glendale Police Department landed in 
the school fi eld. All eyes were glued to 
demonstration units on-site, including 
the DEA mobile crime lab and helicop-
ter and the GPD K9 unit, coordinated 
with assistance of a parent with ties to 
one of the DEA presenters.

Daily High School observes Red Ribbon Week
Daily High School students 
got a gritty lesson during Red 
Ribbon Week from Action Family 
Counseling president Cary 
Quashen and two teens in the pre-
carious early stages of recovery 
from hardcore drug addiction.
“We see lives destroyed every day,” 
said Quashen, a drug counselor for 
30 years. “Drugs turn on you and 
destroy everything you’ve got.” The 
two teens described their own jour-
neys from recreational drug use to 
addiction and near death.
The presentation was coordinated 
by Daily and Re-Connect Ed 
counselor Patricia Ryan, who also 

Daily High School Principal Dr. Chris Coulter 
and guest speakers address the students at the 
October 25 assembly on Red Ribbon Week.

volunteers with Action. The non-profi t holds regular sessions for teens and/or 
parents dealing with an array of teen issues on at Daily on Monday nights.
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Rain does not dampen International Walk-to-School Day

Wet but otherwise cheerful GUSD staff and parents braved the rain to 
assist students at Monte Vista make their way safely to school.
Bright colored umbrellas and rain gear brightened up the gloomy, 
rainy morning at Monte Vista on October 5.

Other duties as assigned

Glendale High School principal Dr. Deb Rinder 
ended up kissing a pig during the GHS Round 
Up event on October 12! What principals are 
asked to do these days...

Lincoln Elementary staff, administrators, and students park their walk-
ing schoolbus under a tree to get away from the rain.

Students at Mann Elementary snake their 
way through their play yard into the school.

These Rosemont Middle School students did not mind 
the rain at all. Their donuts kept them warm and happy.

Roosevelt Middle School students managed to stay dry.
The welcome committee awaited 
students at Toll Middle School.

Learning where the bread’s butter comes from

Students learn how to milk a cow, practicing on their own hand at Monte Vista Elementary.
The Mobile Dairy Trailer visited students at several schools this fall. They 
brought with them cows Holly the Holstein and Milkdud, a young calf. Students 
learned where milk comes from and how other dairy products are made.
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I won what?!
Gathered with the other high school prin-
cipals and head football coaches for the 
weekly Glendale 
Quarterback Club 
luncheon, Hoover 
High Principal (and 
known vegetarian) 
Dr. Jennifer Earl 
wryly (and cor-
rectly!) predicted 
she would win the 
bucket of chicken 
door prize. She 
quickly bestowed 
the prize on one of 
her table mates.

Producing ways to look at the Strategic Plan 2015

The Sunrise Rotary Club of Glendale’s Coats for Kids project distributed 2,000 
pieces of warm clothing at Muir Elementary School, on Saturday, October 22, 
2011. Now in its 11th year, the drive received items at every school and at the 
District offi ce, over a three-week campaign. Clothing items were cleaned by the 
Dry Cleaners Association, then provided to needy children, youth and adults.

Coat collection by Glendale Schools add to 
heartwarming tradition

Every year, hundreds of Glendale families benefit from the Coats for Kids project. (File photo)

“This plan is focused on the student,” Merrick said. 
Past strategic plans usually make statements that “the 
District will…” or “the schools will” do this or that. 
“All of the statements begin with ‘the student will..” in the 
2015 Plan, Merrick said, when the results were unveiled 
to the Board of Education in March 2011.

The Strategic Plan brochure, designed by Clark Magnet 
High School graphic arts teacher Judith Craemer, fea-
tures the mission and strategic statements, framed by 
photos of students of all grade levels, from throughout 
the District. An accompanying Strategic Plan video was 
created using student narrators from every school site.
The Strategic Plan video may be viewed at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GZFVXH_rb0.
The document may be viewed at:
http://www.gusd.net/StrategicPlan2015.

Late in September, Clark Magnet High School video pro-
duction teacher Matthew Stroup and two of his students 
undertook the daunting but rewarding challenge of visiting 
every Glendale school to put real student voices and faces 
behind the goals of the Strategic Plan 2015.
Stroup, together with senior videography students Vincent 
Van Hoek and Gilbert Zirrakyan, recorded each of the 33 
Strategic Plan statements, voiced by a student from each 

Students shoot Strategic Plan video

school and demonstrated by students 
and staff at each site. The “students 
will” statements of the Strategic Plan 
were converted to “I will” statements by 
the narrators.
The result was enthusiastically 
received by the Board of Education at 
its October 4 meeting and presented 
two days later to the public at the State 
of the Schools breakfast.

Strategic Plan, Continued from page 1

Gilbert, Vincent, and PIO Steven Frasher visited several school sites.

Gilbert Zirrakyan, Matthew Stroup, and Vincent Van Hoek, at work.

Left: Gilbert 
and Vincent 
fi lm Jefferson 
Elementary 
School stu-
dents Alex  
(seated) and 
Evelyna (back 
turned) for the 
Strategic Plan 
video.

Right: Students at 
Roosevelt Middle 
School were fi lmed 
during an intense 
study session in 
the classroom.




