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Message from Dr. Sheehan
In May, the Governor is required to present an updated State Budget pro-
posal for the next year’s budget. This update is often referred to as the “May 
Revise,” and it incorporates updated fi nancial data on tax collections. This 
past week we received the Governor’s May Revise proposal for 2011 - 12, 
and it refl ected increased State revenues. This is a very positive sign that  
fi scal recovery is beginning to occur at the state level.

In the May Revise, the Governor is proposing “fl at” funding in 2011-12 for K-
12 Education. This means that funding in 2011 - 12 would remain at the same 
level as we received in 2010-11. While it is very positive that the Governor is 
not proposing additional cuts to our base funding, it still leaves us with the 
state only giving us 80% of what we are entitled to receive. The funding is 
projected to be $5,203 per ADA which is less than the $5,525 we received in 
2006-07.

It is important to note, that the fi nal State Budget requires the approval of the 
legislature. There is concern that the Governor will not be able to achieve the 
votes needed for passage. The primary concern is that the Governor’s pro-
posal relies on the extension of the temporary taxes that are due to expire 
on June 30, 2011, and this extension is not supported by the Republicans. 
We have been advised by the School Services of California to be patient, not 
restore programs, and continue to save resources until the 2011 - 12 State 
Budget is approved.

As we receive more information, we will share it with you.

Glendale Educational Foundation 
(GEF) President Mia Lee announced 
recently that the 2011 Student 
Showcase is on hiatus for this year 
due to scheduling confl icts with school 
performing groups, as well as effects 
resulting from the economic downturn.

The Student Showcase will be re-
confi gured and revitalized to make a 
return in the 2011-12 school year as 
a part of GEF’s ongoing commitment 
to the arts. GEF Executive Director 
Susan Hunt said, “We thank all of the 
individuals and companies who have 
been consistent sponsors of this event 
and the many students and teachers 
who worked so hard to put on such 
great performances. We look forward 
to next year when the event will return 
better than ever!”

Per Collective Bargaining agree-
ments between California School 
Employees Association (CSEA), 
Glendale Teachers Association 
(GTA), and the Glendale Unifi ed 
School District (GUSD), it was agreed 
that the current number of work days 
for all members shall be reduced by 
three days (one non-instructional and 
two instructional) in the 2011-2012 
school year.
All 9.25-month classifi ed bargain-
ing unit members, working 3.5 hours 
or less, will have the regular work 
year for their position reduced by a 
maximum of two instructional days 
in 2011-2012. Early Education and 
Extended Learning Program (EEELP) 
teachers and EEELP Educational 
Assistants will be exempt from these 
furlough days, as the EEELP must 
operate 246 days per year.
The furlough days agreed upon by 
CSEA, GTA and the GUSD for the 
2011-2012 school year will be as 
follows:

Continued on page 3, Furlough

Three furlough 
days aligned for 

2011-12 schoolyear

College View’s 
special visitors

Feeding the chickens, one of many activities 
students had with the farm animals that visited 
College View. Story and more pictures on page 4.

Student Showcase 
canceled for this year
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Glendale High School (GHS) History teacher 
Olivia Macaulay and a group of students 
are back with medals and a couple of addi-
tional awards. GHS student Eric Youn had 
his paper on “Origins of the Forgotten War: 
Repercussions of the Failed Diplomacy 
on the 38th Parallel” named as one of the 
California state semi-fi nalists. Jisu Yoo, Daisy 
Cortez, Ara Garibyan, Pope Rodnoi and 
Justine Velasquez, Group Performance- for 
”Invasion of Grenada: Press vs. Government” 
was also named a state semi-fi nalist. They 
were recognized with the California Council 
for the Promotion of History for a distinctive 
senior division project. Macaulay said of her 
students, “All 18 of the GHS students who 
competed were awesome. They did an excel-
lent job!”

Glendale High students 
are semi-fi nalists in 

California History Day

Glendale High School students Anna Chilingarian and Paul Kan won the Annual Colonial 
Dames competition, with Anna winning the National award and Paul winning the Southern 
California Award.

The Colonial Dames of America (CDA) is an international society of women members whose 
direct ancestors held positions of leadership in the thirteen colonies. Anna and runner-up 
Aden Malek Stepanians (Paul can not go on the trip) will travel to Washington, D.C. after 
graduation on an all-expense paid trip to participate in the National Government Workshop 
with students from all over the United States. The organization provides scholarships for 
graduate students in American history, politics, or culture.

Glendale High student wins CDA national award

Mark Garcia was selected a winner of the Ronald Reagan Legacy Scholarship! Mark is one 
of only three graduating seniors in the United States from the Class of 2011 who will travel to 
Europe on a two-week tour of the Czech Republic, Germany and France to learn more about 
former President Ronald Reagan’s legacy by visiting historical European sites. This group 
will complete their tour at a conference in July at Reagan’s private ranch in Santa Barbara.

Glendale High student one of three in Ronald 
Reagan Legacy Scholarship

Clark Magnet High School sophomores David Markarian and Leon 
Mardirossian, accompanied by Clark English teacher Chris Davis, 
were honored April 26, 2011 for their participation in the 2010-2011 
Team Think Blue Essay and Art Contest. This contest is sponsored 
by the Los Angeles Dodgers, the Dodgers Dream Foundation, and 
Kaiser Permanente. The Los Angeles Times in Education program 
coordinated the contest.

David won fi rst place for sophomores in the essay contest, and Leon 
won third place in the essay contest for sophomores. Both attended 
a luncheon for the award winners, their parents, and teachers, at the 
Stadium Club at Dodger Stadium. Former Dodgers team manager 
Tommy Lasorda was the featured speaker.

David (left) and Leon (right) at the awards luncheon at Dodger Stadium.

Clark Magnet sophomores win 
essay contest

Valley View Elementary teacher Lisa Jenks’ fi rst grade class received 
the 2011 Digital Voice Award from the Los Angeles County Offi ce of 
Education (LACOE). Ms. Jenks’ class’ entry, National Monuments, 
was selected as a 2011 Digital Voice Award winner.

In the same contest, Clark Magnet High School student Melissa 
O’Gara won in the Foreign Language division. Her entry was entitled 
“Una leyenda boliviana - A Bolivian Legend.”

The Digital Voice Awards is LACOE’s way of recognizing exemplary 
classroom instructional technology projects. This contest is open to 
K-12 schools in the LA County region.

Lisa Jenks’ class and Clark Magnet 
student Melissa O’Gara win Digital 

Voice Award

Scholarship opporunities for 
Glendale Schools employees

California State University Northridge is offering scholarships 
for M.A. in Multicultural & Multilingual Education. To be eligible: 
applicants must be of Hispanic background with CLAD authori-
zation and bilingual skills in Spanish who want to obtain Bilingual 
Authorization and a Master in Arts; individuals must meet the 
admission criteria of the CSUN M.A. program with a GPA of 3.0 
or higher; and teachers must continuously work at a second-
ary school in the greater LA area including the LAUSD after they 
obtain an M.A. in Multicultural & Multilingual Education.

Scholarships for tuition, textbooks, and other expenses will be pro-
vided, as long as students maintain 3.0 GPA or higher during their 
M.A. coursework (up to $5,750). Students will also be required to 
attend some additional enrichment workshops.

To obtain an application and for more information, visit: https://sites.
google.com/site/mammedu/ and/or https://sites.google.com/site/
educatinghispanics. For further information, contact: Dr. Clara C. 
Park at 818.677.2500 or send a message to clara.park@csun.edu.

Toll Student Athletes Invited to 
Speak at Rotary Club Meeting

The Noon Rotary 
Club of Glendale 
recognized Susan 
Hunt on behalf of the 
Glendale Educational 
Foundation’s contin-
ued support of the 
GUSD after-school 
sports program. 
In support of the 
Foundation, Toll 
Middle School’s 
Principal Dr. Paula 
Nelson and Teacher 
Specialist Dr. Mattew 
Dalton, along with 
four students from 
Toll, were invited to give fi rsthand accounts of how the sports pro-
gram provided a positive experience as student athletes.  Rayvin 
Tanhueco, Cristian Lopez, Rodrick Karamkhodian, and Cameron 
Glassen, each of them members of the football and basketball 
programs at Toll, spoke eloquently about the difference the sports 
programs made in their lives. They spoke of the hard work ethic it 
required, the opportunity to meet new friends, and the drive to stay 
focused on academics. Each student had their own personal reasons 
for being involved in the program, yet all agreed that the impact was 
profound on the memories that they will take with them from their 
middle school years.

From left to right: Toll Middle School athletes Rayvin, 
Cristian, Rodrick, and Cameron.
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Friday, March 16, 2012 (Instructional 
Day),
Tuesday, April 24, 2012 (Instructional 
Day)
Friday, June 15, 2012 (Non-Instructional 
Day)

Except for the EEELP, all sites, includ-
ing the District offi ce, will close on Friday, 
March 16, 2012 and Tuesday, April 24, 
2012. Since the District will remain open 
on Friday, June 15, 2012, some classifi ed, 
certifi cated, and management employees 
may need to select a different furlough day 
for the month of June, 2012. This day must 
be taken during the month of June. Staff 
needs work with respective administrators 
on the selection of this mandatory third 
furlough day.

For questions, please contact David 
Samuelson at Human Resources, 
818.241.3111, ext. 259.

•

•

•

District furlough days 
2011-12

Furlough, from page 1

Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee begin to 
take shape

Left: Glendale Schools Chief Finance Offi cer Eva Rae Lueck, alongside Human Resources Director David Samuelson, 
explains bond timeline with the use of a slideshow to the Board of Education at a special meeting on May 10, 2011.
To be in compliance with the Strict Accountability in Local School Construction Bond Act 
of 2000, Glendale Schools is in the process of establishing a Measure S Citizens’ Bond 
Oversight Committee (CBOC). The CBOC will inform the public, review bond expenditures, 
and generate an annual report to the Board of Education. To fi nd out more information about 
this committee and to apply to be on the committee, interested community members can go 
to the Glendale Unifi ed School District website at www.gusd.net, under News & Events, for a 
copy of the bylaws and the application. Applications are due on June 3, 2011.

During the May 10, 2011 Special Board Meeting, the study session provided the board mem-
bers and administrators the opportunity to review the structure, membership, and appoint-
ment of CBOC. Additionally, the Board reviewed other options to involve the community in 
prioritization and development of Measure S projects.

Toll’s Tangerine Tigers 
take a trip to Anacapa 

Island
Toll Middle School Teacher Sarkis Poladian’s 
Tangerine Tigers Core group went on a fi eld 
trip to Anacapa Island on March 30, 2011. In 
the island, they went hiking, rock climbing, 
visited tide pools, saw beautiful sea crea-
tures, and, with the supervision of a natural-
ist, were able to touch them, too. They took a 
boat ride and saw whales and a family of sea 
lions. Poladian said, “I would recommend this 
trip to everyone. It is interesting, exciting, and 
educational.”

Introducing the Dunsmore Elementary Idols
Dunsmore’s Talent Show, held on April 29, 2011, lived up to its repu-
tation with some stellar performances. Associated Student Body 
President Brendan Caver hosted the show and introduced each of 
the parting sixth graders.

The audience marveled at Sam LeFevre and his orchestra, Wayne 
Myung and Ben Allen with their beat box challenge, Jett Costibolo 
with his incredible violin playing, and Kelli Loritch with her tap dance 
number. Even younger talents amazed the audience: Sarabeth 
Zohrevahnd singing Annie, McKenna Parker and Rosie Ewoldsen 
jump roping to Van Halen, Peyton Hause, Lauren Pimentel, and 
Nicole Vega singing Love Story, and Tyler Halaszynski & Andrew 
Stepanian dancing to Black & Yellow. And who could forget the 
hysterical jokes told by some of the announcers: Cadie Carlson and 
Jaya Hamkins.

The program was delivered on time and at the right vocal level by 
the stage manager leads: Kiran Hamkins and Kevin Rowe, and their 
crew: Andrew Panosian, Ellen Lee, Tamara Daugherty, and Joey 
Brown. After two performances for the school and one evening per-
formance for families, Dunsmore’s Talent Show completed its run for 
2011.

Shannon Marshall 
captures young 

literaries’ attention
Crescenta Valley High School English 
Teacher Shannon Marshall, along with her 
high school friend Kerri Majors, a former 
writing professor and author, co-founded 
the Young Adult Review Network (YARN) in 
February 2010.

Visitors to the website is greeted by a cap-
tion that reads: “YARN publishes outstanding 
original short fi ction, poetry, and essays for 
Young Adult readers, written by the writers 
you know and love, as well as fresh new 
voices -- including teens.”

Educators at heart, this teacher team encour-
ages aspiring writers to submit their work, 
appropriate for 14-year olds to young adults, 
for editing guidelines. They also encourage 
followers of their site to send in their thoughts 
on published pieces.

A year after its inception, YARN received the 
2011 Innovations in Reading Prize from the 
National Book Foundation, an organization 
whose object is to promote and expand the 
reading communities of America.
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Dunsmore Elementary celebrated Earth Day on April 22, 2011 with array of planet friendly activities. Students participated in a used book 
exchange, donated recyclables that will fund campus beautifi cation projects, and brought in used batteries for proper disposal. The highlight 
of the day was a science event sponsored by Parent Teachers Association (PTA) and the Dunsmore Science Program. Students and teach-
ers had a chance to participate in 18 different hands-on science activities run by parent volunteers which included racing solar cars, releas-
ing ladybugs, sampling food cooked in solar ovens, planting California poppies, making UV detector rings, experimenting with solar cells 
and wind turbines, creating recycled art, tying fl eece blankets to be donated to a local shelter, observing and learning about composting and 
vermicomposting, and taking a closer look at insects and sea creatures. Each student left with a better understanding of some simple things 
they can do to make a difference and had the chance to commit to making a difference on a recycled paper banner.

Parent volunteer Glenda Webster demonstrated three different types of solar cookers. 
Students saw bread baking and sampled some hotdogs heated in the ovens.

June Salazar helped sixth graders and their kindergarten buddies plant native wildfl owers 
in a cup as they visited one of the stations.

Earth Day celebration at Dunsmore Elementary School

On April 22, 2011, families at Glenoaks Elementary celebrated Earth 
Day by exploring the many cultures that make up their school com-
munity at their annual international festival -- Globefest 2011. Families 
were encouraged to contribute to the event by bringing food, artifacts 
and other items that represented their cultural heritage. As a result, 
and thanks to the many contributions, there was great food, crafts 
and lots of information about countries around the globe.

Upon arrival, students were presented with a “Globefest Passport.”  
To complete the passport, students “toured” and visited seven tents 
-- each of which represented a geographic region of the world. At 
each tent, they were able to obtain information about countries within 
that tent’s geographic region. If they noted a fact about a country on 
the back of their passport, they earned a fl ag sticker for that country.  
Once the students visited all of the tents and earned one country fl ag 
for each region, they were able to bring the completed passport back 
to redeem it for a special prize. An infl atable globe ball was one of 
the favorite prizes of the evening.

Some of the highlights of the evening included an Indonesian shadow 
puppet show, an area for international music and instrument explora-
tion and henna tattoo designs.

Much of the general information displayed about countries at the 
event was derived from the National Geographic’s website for kids 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/.

Glenoaks Elementary celebrates 
Globefest 2011

Petting Zoo goes to College View

College View School invited children from La Crescenta and R.D. 
White Elementary Schools to join them on May 10, 2011 to enjoy 
a petting zoo. The goal is to have fun and provide opportunities for 
interaction among the students.

The students reacted in different ways when they came in contact 
with the animals. Some were curious, others delighted, and some 
weren’t sure they wanted to be close to the animals at all. Overall, it 
was an enjoyable learning experience for everyone who was there.


