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Update from Dr. Sheehan
I want to congratulate Mary Boger and Nayiri Nahabedian for their reelec-
tion to the Board of Education. Both took the oath of offi ce at the April 18 
Board Meeting. At this meeting, the Board elected Joylene Wagner as 
President, Christine Walters as Vice President, and Nayiri Nahabedian 

And this little 
piggy said, “If only 
Goldilocks could 

read”

Griffi n A. as the little pig in the Mountain Avenue 
play, ‘If Only Goldilocks Could Read.’ (Story on 
page 4)

Achievement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID) senior student 
from Hoover High School Edith 
Aguilar was not only accepted to the 
number one college of her choice, 
Bryant University in Rhode Island, 
but she also received the $25,000 
William E. Truheart Scholarship, 
which is renewable each year 
(provided she maintains a Grade 
Point Average (GPA) of 2.6) for a 
grand total of $100,000. She plans to 
major in Accounting. Bryant happens 
to be one of the top schools that offer 
this degree.

Edith started AVID in seventh 
grade and has taken six Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes. She credits 
her mother who inspired her to 
work hard and aim high as well as 
her AVID family for their tireless 
encouragement to be responsible 
throughout high school. She hopes 
to be a positive role model to her little 
brother, too. Hoover teacher Kathy 
Angers said, “Her dedication and 
perseverance have literally paid off.”

Hoover High 
student awarded 
up to $100,000 

scholarship

On April 2, 2011, students representing four Math, Engineering, Science Achievement 
(MESA) Centers and approximately two dozen middle schools met at California State 
University, Los Angeles to compete in the Los Angeles Regional Jr. MESA Day fi nals. 
Glendale was represented by students from Roosevelt and Wilson Middle Schools.

All of the students had to qualify at their respective MESA Day preliminaries in order 
to compete at regionals. The Los Angeles Regional participants are from California 
State University - Long Beach, California State University - Los Angeles, University 

Roosevelt Takes Top Honors at Junior MESA 
Day Regional Finals

Third place Algebra/
Geometry solo division 
winner Cesar F. of Roosevelt.

Algebra/Geometry team division winners from 
Roosevelt: Joshua V., Jose C., and Luis S.

Second place winner in speech 
contest Anna P. of Wilson.

Continued on page 3, MESA

Newly elected School Board President 
Joylene Wagner presents outgoing 
School Board President Greg Krikorian 
with a plaque of appreciation for his 
services.

as Clerk. Mary Boger and 
Greg Krikorian serve as 
members this year.

Also, at the April 18 meet-
ing, we celebrated the 
passage of Measure S. 
Eva Lueck presented a 
report on the fi rst steps 
that need to be taken 
regarding Measure S 
including the establish-
ment of an oversight com-
mittee.
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Clark Eco Savers win $70,000 grand prize in Lexus Eco Challenge

Poetry Out Loud county winner is 
from Hoover High School

Hoover High School 
student Sophia Brady 
won the Poetry Out 
Loud 2011 contest 
in the Los Angeles 
County Offi ce of 
Education (LACOE) 
regional competition,  
February 2, 2011, held 
at The Actors Gang 
Theater in Culver 
City. Eleven students 
throughout LA County 
participated.

Clark Magnet High School 
Marine Biology teacher 
Dominique Evans-Bye and 
her Marine Science Research 
Team (The Eco Savers) were 
selected as one of sixteen prize 
winning teams of the Lexus 
Eco Challenge #2: Air/Climate. 
Ms. Evans-Bye, as the advisor, 
will receive $1,000, and Clark 
Magnet will receive $2,000. 
Team members include Yeprem 
C., Brian H., Edward K., Steve 
K., and Tania K.

The Eco Savers moved on to 
compete in the national division 
where they focused on address-
ing the organic and inorganic 
threat to waterways and oceans 
and its effects on the lobster pop-
ulation around the world. They 
won the grand prize of $50,000 
plus an additional $20,000 grant 
awarded by Lexus to Clark 
Magnet High School.

On March 12, 2011, Glendale 
High School (GHS) teacher 
Olivia Macaulay reported that 63 
students from GHS competed at 
the Los Angeles County History 
Day. There was no extra credit 
given for their participation or no 
grade to earn for their efforts.

The students were intrinsically 
motivated and completed the 
extensive research necessary to 
create an historical project. For 
most of them, it was the hardest 
academic endeavor of their high 
school career. Glendale High 
placed in each category and 
cleaned up at the awards cere-
mony when over and over it was 
announced “and going to state, 
from Glendale High . . .”

Please congratulate the following 
students:

Honorable Mention: Vahe 
Avagyan, Sarah Kamiya, Venus 
Payandeh, Desiree Solano-

Garcia, and Romer Telemi.

Facing History Awards: 
Chonwalan K. (CK), Susie Lee, 
Jade Macabulos, and Terry Ou.

Humanitarian Awards: Andrew 
Fernandez, Michael Jari, Jessica 
Kim, Cigne Loving, Amit Roy, 
Janelle Sangalang, and Evan 
Schermer.

First Alternates: Ariga Gharibian, 
Elizabeth Harris, Angela Kim, 
Gaby Kovarik, Tyra Kristiansen, 
Jessica Young.

Those going on to the state 
level competition are Maryann 
Adraincem, Daisy Cortez, Ara 
Garibyan, Michelle Hernandez, 
Angie Hong, Arega Issaian, 
Chonwalan K. (CK), Julia Kim, 
Rabbi Ko, Susie Lee, Jade 
Macabulos, Terry Ou, Pope 
Rodney, Anush Saffari, Arpine 
Tsaturyan, Justine Velasquez, 
Jisu Yoo, and Eric Youn.

Glendale High students sweep Los 
Angeles County History Day awards

Roosevelt Middle School debuts 
new buildings

After months of construction, Roosevelt Middle School’s beautiful, new building addition 
was put into use by students and teachers.

Newer, modern classrooms keep students happy and comfortable in their learning 
environments.

From left to right, team members Yeprem, Brian, Edward, Steve and Tania, teacher Dominique Evans-Bye, and board member Joylene 
Wagner during the March 15, 2011 Board of Education meeting when the team was acknowledged for their victory in the Lexus Eco 
Challenge #2.
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The Assistance League (AL) of Glendale hosts the Authors and 
Illustrators Day for Glendale elementary schools every year. 
Glenoaks Elementary was the fourth school hosted this school year. 
Authors and illustrators make presentations in the classrooms. The 
school is then presented with $1500 to purchase books for the school 
library as well as a donation of the authors’ books to the library and 
classrooms. AL members read to the children during the week before 
Authors & Illustrators Day. Books of the presenters are offered for 
sale at a discount. Children can have books signed by the authors.

The Assistance League of Glendale started this program in 1997. 
Since that time, all 20 elementary schools have been visited four 
times. This year, they have visited Verdugo Woodlands in October, 
Franklin Elementary in November, Edison Elementary in February, 
and Glenoaks on March 18. Initially, $1000 was being donated to 
the schools; then, the amount was increased to $1200. Now the AL 
donates $1500 to each school.

The Assistance League has two major fundraisers that help fund this 
and six other programs. The Festival of Trees is held the fi rst Sunday in 
December. Decorated trees and other items are auctioned off followed 
by a lunch. The AL’s thrift shop, Thrift Alley, is located in the alley at 314 
E. Harvard. Dedicated volunteer members put on the festival and put in 
many hours at Thrift Alley. AL activities can be followed on Facebook 
as well as their website at http://www.alglendale.org/authors.htm.

From left to right, authors Amy Koss, Michelle Markel, Lisze Bechtold, Naomi Howland, 
and Glenoaks Principal Kristine Siegal.

Glenoaks Elementary is recipient of 
donations from Assistance League

Japanese students are entertained by Verdugo Woodlands students
During the Board of Education 
meeting on March 15, 2011, the 
Board welcomed a delegation 
from Nisshin High School, located 
in Glendale High School’s sister 
city of Higashiosaka, Japan. The 
delegation consisted of teacher 
Mr. Minoru Tanaka and stu-
dents Maho Deguchi, Rei Horie, 
Shunji Maekawa, Shinya Nitto, 
Kaname Takahashi, and Natsuko 
Yamamoto.

As a treat, students from Verdugo 
Woodlands Elementary School’s 
Foreign Language Academy of 
Glendale (FLAG) Japanese pro-
gram impressed the visitors by 
singing to them in Japanese.
Right: Glendale High School principal Dr. 
Deb Rinder (left, back row) and Board 
president Greg Krikorian (fourth from left, 
back row) join the students from Japan and 
Verdugo Woodlands Elementary.

Valley View Elementary Eaglets 
soar with reading

On April 1, 2011, fi rst grade teacher Holly Woodward’s little eagles 
made history by being the fi rst Valley View class to have every stu-
dent meet or exceed the schoolwide First Grade Reading Goal for 
Accelerated Reader (AR). Four students exceeded the ten-point goal 
and have reached 50 points. One student who started with zero in 
September has reached 260 AR points. What an amazing accom-
plishment! The students celebrated with a balloon launch with hope 
that someone will fi nd their special balloon and contact the school. 
Principal Carla Walker and custodian Carlos Hernandez assisted in 
the balloon launch.

of California - Los Angeles, and the University of Southern 
California.

In the Math competition, Roosevelt eighth graders Luis Sy, 
Joshua Valerio, and Jose Camacho won the Team Mathquest 
competition in the Algebra/Geometry division. Roosevelt eighth 
grader Cesar Ferrufi no fi nished third place in the Solo Math 
competition in the Algebra/Geometry division.

Wilson Middle School sixth grader Anna Parsamyan won 
second place in the “Speak Up” speech competition for her 
speech on “How Pesticides Impact Food Chains.” 

MESA, from page 1
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On March 28, 2011, Cerritos held a Locks of Love assembly in their 
auditorium. Teacher specialist Daniel DiMundo challenged students 
to donate their hair by having his own head shaved; this prompted 
several students to donate their hair to this special cause.

Locks of Love is a public non-profi t organization that provides fi tted 

Cerritos Elementary students show off their new bobs after 
donating their ponytails at the March 29, 2011 assembly 
for Locks of Love. First row, l to r: Brianna M., Zaina S., 
Sera H., Evelyn C., and Gabriela C. Second row, l to r: 
Yadira R., Marilyn M., Adriana Z., Daniella D., Karen M., 
and Larissa H. (Not in picture, Olivia V.)

Locks of Love assembly at Cerritos

On March 31, 2011, Columbus Elementary second graders in Nancy 
Pozo-Jones’ and Jodi Bennett’s classes commemorated the month 
of March at the school’s Flag Ceremony. Through song, dance 
and poetry, students remembered and celebrated some important 
events of this month. Participants shared Social Studies, Science 
and Language Arts standards that were tied to the program. Facts 
and details such as Dr. Seuss’ birthday, Saint Patrick’s Day, the 
establishment of Mount Rushmore, and the celebration of the arrival 

Columbus Elementary goes green

of the fi rst Maryland 
colonists in 1634 
were mentioned. The 
hops and steps from 
the “Irish Jig” was 
a lively display of 
energy on the part of 
the dancers as well.  
First grade teacher 
Patricia Kugel said, 
“The show brought 
tears to my eyes.”
Left: Students performed 
a song. Below: Students 
broke out into a lively jig for 
their fellow students.

Mountain Avenue presents “If Only 
Goldilocks Could Read”

Daniel Di Mundo, shown in 
his best side, commits his 
locks to the cause.

hairpieces to fi nan-
cially disadvantaged 
children suffering 
from long-term medi-
cal hair loss, help-
ing to restore their 
self-esteem and 
confi dence. Each 
hairpiece requires 
between 6-10 pony-
tails. It is estimated 
that children com-
prise over 80 per-
cent of the donors, 
making this a charity 
where children have 
an opportunity to 
help other children.

Yadira R. and Herminia, 
hairstylist from Koko’s Salon.

Daniella D. and Ester, 
hairstylist and former Cerritos 
Playground Supervisor.

Wilson School news to sing about

Wilson Middle School student Abby Bush repre-
sented her school in the Southern California Vocal 
Association Vocal Solo contest competing against 
other middle school students. Wilson Music Teacher 
John Andrews said, “There were very few public 
school kids or non-arts school kids in the competi-
tion. She performed the Italian aria, ‘O Cessate 
di Piagarmi.’ Abby placed in the top two. In April, 
she attended the fi nal competition where she was 
awarded fi rst place.”
John added that on March 23, 2011, the Wilson 
Choir had their spring concert. The students in the 

This year, Mountain Avenue teacher Ashley Sparks’ kindergarten/
fi rst grade split class put on a play entitled, “If Only Goldilocks Could 
Read.” The play depicted how much easier life could have been for 
Goldilocks if only she had learned how to read. In between scenes, 
the narrators, portrayed by characters from various fairy tales, as 
well as the Bear family, interacted with the audience so that they 
participated as well. The kindergarteners did a fabulous job as the 
“Mountain Avenue Predictors,” coming out in between scenes, sing-
ing and dancing to Reading Comprehension songs. Topics covered 
included: prediction, clarify, reading goals, and connections.

Clark Magnet wins Scholastic Bowl
After months of prac-
ticing at lunch time, 
the Clark team won 
the Scholastic Bowl 
Essay Contest and the 
Varsity competition 
at the Glendale High 
School Auditorium on 
March 14, 2011.

On April 12, Clark’s 
Junior Varsity Team 
also won fi rst place in the JV Scholastic Bowl competition. The junior 
team members are: Kyle Bogosian, Anoush Djrbashian, Abu Saleh 
Imtiyaj, Saikiran Ramanan, and Madeline Sy.

The Clark team, from left to right: Jacob M., Guy B., Team 
Adviser Susan Newcomer, John A., Sayonika M., and 
Saro M.

Below: The cast, from left to right: Sofi a M., Nicole R., Jacob S., Griffi n A., Kylie V., 
McKayla C. Lauren C. Jina K. 

choir voted to send half of the ticket sales to the American Red Cross for 
Japan. The choir sang one song in Japanese.

Abby Bush

The Wilson Middle School Choir


