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Message from Dr. Sheehan
As we continue to work our way through this year, I feel that I need to clearly com-
municate my priorities to Glendale Unifi ed teachers and staff  As we continue to 
hear different variations of the amount of money that will be cut from public educa-
tion at the state level, I need you to know that I am working on whatever it takes to 
ensure that Glendale retains its teachers, maintains class sizes, fi gures out ways to 
eliminate the furlough days slated for next year, and update our Districtwide tech-
nology base for 21st Century teaching and learning.  

It is clear to me as well as the Board of Education that teachers are the most impor-
tant factor in student achievement and we understand that if technology use is to 
increase in the classroom, it has to work appropriately and be a functional tool that 
is actually helpful to teachers, and not a hindrance. As Superintendent, it would be 
unfair for me to share my expectation for our District and students without also pro-
viding the necessary support that accompanies such ideals which is why having 
the Technology Fair in January was so important to me. My hope is that each of 
you see the realm of possibilities technology can bring to the teaching and learn-
ing experience on a day to day basis. This is not a one size fi ts all initiative by any 
measure.

On that note, I would like to thank Apple, Cisco, Dell, Discovery, eInstruction, and 
many other vendors for their generous contributions to our Opportunity Drawings 
at the Technology Fair where 75 winners were chosen to receive various technolo-
gies for their classrooms. Still, it was your participation that made the Technology 
Fair a success, and again, I thank you for your support in that. Those of you who 
were winners, the items continue to arrive in our ETIS Department. As soon as they 
are processed, they will be delivered to you at your sites. I am hoping that most 
items are in your classrooms before you leave for a much needed Spring Break, 
and the items needing mounting will be done during Spring Break. We will keep you 
updated on the progress.

Glendale School District is now on 
Twitter. Follow us @glendaleusd and 
get the latest tweets about everything 
great that’s happening in our schools.

Follow us 
on Twitter

Late, great Dr. Seuss’s birthday celebrated 
throughout the District

Schools all over the District celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday last week; his birthday was 
on March 2. Students were thrilled when Glendale Schools Superintendent Dr. Richard 
Sheehan visited their classroom and read to them. Turn to page 3 for more pictures and 
to read a poem written by Marshall Elementary Teacher Janice Ventura’s second and 
third grade class in honor of Dr. Seuss and Dr. Sheehan (pictured above).

The 19th Annual Principal-for-A-Day 
event was held on February 16, 2011. 
Every year, approximately 30 commu-
nity members are invited to act as prin-
cipal for a day at each school site to give 
them an idea of what goes on at each 
school on a daily basis. The following 
(in alphabetical order, by participant’s 
last name) are this year’s acting admin-
istrators, the companies they work for, 
and their school assignments:

Alen Andriassian of Glendale 
Community College, Clark Magnet 
High School; Stacey Brenner, District 
Director of Assemblymember Gatto’s 
offi ce, John Muir Elementary; Sharon 
Correa of Glendale Adventist Medical 
Center, R.D. White Elementary; Paula 
Devine of Commission on the Status 
of Women, Mark Keppel Elementary; 
Craig Farestveit of Craig Estates, Valley 
View Elementary; Laura Friedman, 
City Council of the City of Glendale, 
Franklin Elementary; Gia Gluck, Store 

Community 
members act as 

principal for a day

Stacy Brenner visits Hilda Kianian’s class at Muir 
Elementary where she was principal for the day. 
More pictures on page 2.

Continued on page 2, Principals
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The verdict is in: Elementary Magnet Schools selection process

The Elementary Magnet Random Student Selection System (EMRS3) for Edison, Franklin, and Keppel Elementary Magnet Schools was 
held on February 18, 2011 in the District Board Room for all families who applied for the program. Deputy Superintendent Dr. John Garcia, 
district administrators, elementary magnet schools site administrators, and Washington Square Works Consultant Todd Lerch were present 
to assist with the selection process. The random selection was done entirely by a computer program designed by the consultant. Following a 
certifi cation process, results were instantly available and families notifi ed of their status, whether ‘Selected’ or placed on ‘Wait List’.

Families wait for the results of the elementary magnet 
schools lottery.

Dr. Garcia, Franklin Principal Stephen Williams, Franklin 
Teacher Specialist Ana Jones, and Edison and Franklin  
Spanish Teacher Specialist Patricia Anderson. Announcements are made at the end of the process.

Glenoaks Elementary Teacher Jennifer West’s kinder and fi rst grade 
class went to visit the Glendale Police Department’s helicopter 
hangar during their fi eld trip on February 24, 2011. They were hosted 
by Sgt. Steve Robertson of GPD, who is also a Glenoaks parent. The 
students and their principal Kristine Siegal, were thrilled to get such a 
close view, and to be able to touch and sit inside a police helicopter.

Glenoaks students visit police 
department

Manager of Nordstrom, John Marshall Elementary; Manuel Gouveia 
of Sen. Carol Liu’s offi ce, Toll Middle School; John Habashy of The 
Habashy Law Firm, Verdugo Woodlands Elementary; Roberta 
Hagopian of Altrusa Club of Glendale, Jefferson Elementary; Nick 
Lam of Pacifi c BMW and the Glendale Educational Foundation, 
Rosemont Middle School; Mike Lawler of the Crescenta Valley 
Historical Society, La Crescenta Elementary; Dr. Dawn Lindsay, 
Superintendent/President of Glendale Community College, Glendale 
High School; Steve Lins, Power Supply Assistant General Manager 
of Glendale Water & Power, Fremont Elementary; Richard Liss of 
The Entrepreneur’s Source, Dunsmore Elementary; Capt. Tom 
Marchant of the Glendale Fire Department, Balboa Elementary; 
Mark Meyers, CEO of Glendale Memorial Hospital, Roosevelt Middle 
School; Greg Mundweil, Marketing Partnerships Manager of Los 
Angeles Sparks, Cerritos Elementary; Natalie Profant Komura, CEO 
of PATH Achieve Glendale, Allan Daily High; Leanne Reynolds of G 
& C Properties, Wilson Middle School; Sgt. Steve Robertson of the 
Glendale Police Department, Glenoaks Elementary; George Saikali, 
Executive Director of the Glendale YMCA, College View; Dottie 
Sharkey of the Community Services & Parks Commission, Columbus 
Elementary; Talar Tchoboian of GAR Services, Crescenta Valley 
High; Joe Titizian, General Manager of the Hilton Hotel Glendale, 
Edison; Spencer Walch of Walch & Walch, Lincoln Elementary; 
Dave Weeshoff of the Glendale Educational Foundation, Monte Vista 
Elementary; and, Susan Wolfson of Susan Wolfson, CPA, Horace 
Mann Elementary.

Principal for A Day
Principals, continued from page 1

Clockwise, starting from left: College View’s Principal-for-
A-Day George Saikali observed the teaching and learn-
ing taking place in one of the classrooms; Rosemont 
Principal Dr. Cynthia Livingston takes Nick Lam to visit a 
class using the library; students at Mann Elementary dem-
onstrate for Susan Wolfson the school’s new responder 
system; Roberta Hagopian is shown with students from 
Jefferson Elementary after observing and speaking to their 
class; Greg Mundweil interacts with one of the students at 
Cerritos Elementary School.
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Winners of the PTSA Refl ections Program are recognized

Winners in the literature, dance and photography categories were recognized during the 
February 1, 2011 Board of Education meeting.
Approximately 95 students received Refl ections Program awards from the Glendale Council Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) 
to commemorate their outstanding work in this annual district competition. Students competed in six categories: literature, music, fi lm/video 
production, dance, photography and visual arts. Those who won in the categories of literature, dance and photography were honored during 
the February 1, 2011 Board of Education meeting. PTSA President Elizabeth Manasserian and Program Chair Joanna Vose were joined by 
the Board of Education in making the presentations to the students. During the February 15, 2011 Board of Education meeting, students who 
won in the categories of visual arts, fi lm and music received awards from Glendale Council PTSA and the Board of Education.

The Father-Daughter Dance was a huge success. On 
February 11, 2011, more than 30 volunteers decorated 
the auditorium for this event. It was a beautiful evening 
as dads and daughters danced the night away in formal 
attire. The memories will last a lifetime!

Principal Stephen Williams with the ‘daughters’ of Franklin 
Elementary School.

Franklin fathers and daughters dance the night away

Winners in the visual arts, fi lm/video production, and music categories were recognized 
during the February 15, 2011 Board of Education meeting.

The Great Dr. Seuss and the 
Great Dr. Sheehan

The great Dr. Seuss
Wrote The Cat in the Hat

He’s no longer with us
And we’re sorry 'bout that

So our Glendale Superintendent
We invited to John Marshall 

School
Came to celebrate Dr. Seuss’s 

birthday
Now, isn’t that cool?

We’re Ms. Ventura’s second and 
third graders

And could hardly wait anymore
For the great Dr. Sheehan
To come through the door

So we gave him a hat
Striped white and red

Tho’ he didn’t think it would fi t
He put the hat on his head

Then we all sat with glee
On the edge of our seat

As he read The Cat in the Hat
Now, isn’t that neat?

Even though Dr. Seuss
Is no longer near

We are all so lucky
The great Dr. Sheehan is here!

Students across Glendale Schools read in honor of Dr. Seuss
Keppel Elementary School had their annual Read-
a-thon last week in time for Dr. Seuss’s birthday 
and Read Across America Day. Keppel Principal 
Dr. Mary Mason with kindergartners from Suzanne 
Buckhoff’s class (left) and third graders from 
Laurie Duncan’s class (below).

Also, Keppel students were treated by Toll Middle 
School Adviser Isabel Pittman’s Booklovers 
Club by going to Keppel to read to classes from 
Kindergarten through fi fth grade. Ten eighth 
graders read to the classes, then Keppel students 
were asked to answer comprehension questions 
about the books.  All classes were respectful, quiet, 
and polite. The Booklovers club felt really happy to 
be able to do something valuable for the students 
at Mark Keppel.

At Glenoaks Elementary’s Read 
Across America Night at their audi-
torium, acclaimed author David 
Shannon came to read to the stu-
dents and autographed books.

Marshall Elementary second 
and third graders in Ms. Janice 
Ventura’s class were read to by 
Glendale Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Richard Sheehan. In 
appreciation, the class composed 
a poem dedicated to him and to 
Dr. Seuss:

Marshall Elementary students 
wore their stovepipe hats all day.
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Pertussis vaccine becomes law

On Wednesday, February 2, 2011, Fremont Elementary Cub Scout Pack 304 had a special visitor at their pack meeting. First Lieutenant Tito Ruiz 
appeared in person to thank the pack and the school’s principal, Mrs. Christin Walley, for the more than 450 DVDs the pack collected and shipped to 
troops stationed in Afghanistan. Selva Pravikoff, is a den leader in pack 304, is the sister of Ruiz who was on leave from his tour in Afghanistan and 
made the special trip from the Bay Area to express his squadron’s gratitude for the DVDs. The boys and their families were thrilled to have the army 
offi cer join their pack meeting where he presented Principal Walley and Cub Master Dan Kilgore with two US fl ags which had been fl own over the 
base in Afghanistan, and shared an inspirational message with the boys, reminding them of the many US heroes who also wore Cub Scout uniforms 
including astronauts, presidents and senators.

Cub Scout Pack 304, whose motto is “Do Your Best,” certainly did its best in organizing a DVD drive for US troops stationed in Afghanistan. When the 

Fremont Cub Scouts and Principal Thanked for DVD Drive

idea was fi rst raised by den leader 
Selva Pravikoff, pack leaders quickly 
agreed and suggested enlisting 
the help of the broader Fremont 
community. Flyers were printed, 
announcements were made, and by 
the end of the drive the school had 
collected a whopping 450 DVDs! 
Over 20 boxes were fi lled with the 
movies and shipped to Bagram Air 
Field in Afghanistan in an attempt to 
make the troops feel a little closer to 
home.
Command Sergeant Major Stephen 
Weyman, who oversees the 
well-being of troops at the base, 
was thrilled by the enthusiasm of 
the scouts and the generosity of 
Fremont students, teachers, staff 
and their families. When told how 
many boxes were en route to his 
base, in care of Ruiz, he responded 
“Looks like 1st Lt. Ruiz is going to 
need some help with his mail!”
Left: Fremont’s Cub Scout Pack 304.

Hoover High and Toll Middle Schools will host 
the third annual Stars Shooting for Hope celeb-
rity basketball game which will take place on 
March 18, 2011, 7 p.m., at the Hoover High 
gymnasium.

The event will feature local celebrities scrim-

Hoover and Toll host celebrity 
basketball game

maging against Glendale Unifi ed School District employees with all pro-
ceeds from admission going to the La Crescenta-based Desi Geestman 
Foundation, a charity organization dedicated to improving the quality of 
life for children suffering from cancer and their families.

Last year’s event raised funds for the foundation through a silent auction 
of prizes and sports memorabilia and ticket sales for the game, which 
saw the teachers pull out a 65-64 win in overtime. In 2009, the teachers 
won, 57-53.

Running shoes needed for the girls at Cerritos Elementary
Cerritos Elementary School Principal Dr. Cynthia McCarty wrote, “In an effort to empower girls to believe in themselves and stay physically fi t, Cerritos 
Elementary School is starting up a “Girls on the Run” team. This program will include 15 students in grades 4-6.”

The Cerritos staff has committed to working two days a week with the students to encourage the girls to develop self-respect and healthy lifestyles 
through running. The program will culminate with a 5K run in Pasadena on May 15, 2011. In order to accomplish this goal, Dr. McCarty is asking for a 
donation of one pair of running shoes per girl. Please send your donations to Cerritos Elementary in attention to Dan DiMundo.

Korean BBQ fundraiser for CV 
Instrumental Music

The Crescenta Valley Instrumental Music (CVIM) Foundation will be 
hosting a Family Korean BBQ fundraiser on Saturday, March 19, 2011, 
11 am - 2 pm at the CV High School quad. Tickets are $10 per person, 
children 11 years old and younger may share plates.Live music will be 
provided by four CV student bands.

Tickets are available at the Instrumental Music Department at 818-249-
5871, ext. 3106, or ask any Instrumental Music Student. Ticket orders 
are due by March 14, 2010. If paying by check, make it payable to CVIM. 
If you have any questions, please call Anna Choe at 818-521-6434 or 
Janice Lee at 818-636-3429.

In addition to Randy Kamiya’s great referral to DonorsChoose.org, a website where teachers can apply for grants for classroom projects, ETIS 
Teacher Specialist Katie Warren added another site to share of the same genre. As Katie had mentioned at the Tech Fair, www.DigitalWish.com has 
a special 2-for-1 program for purchasing HD Flip Cams. Teachers and schools register at the site and post their wish for the Flip Cams. They get 2 of 
them for $150 which is the price for one. Check it out at http://www.digitalwish.com/dw/digitalwish/product?id=4310.

More grants for teachers

California Assembly Bill 354 mandates all students from seventh grade 
and older be immunized against pertussis (whooping cough). For the 
2011-2012 school year only, all students entering seventh through 12th 
grade will need proof of having received the pertussis shot (also known 
as TDAP). All students must submit a proof of vaccination to the health 
clerk before being allowed to start school in August 2011.

The California Department of Public Health recommends everyone ten 
years and older receive the TDAP vaccine. Once a child has received 
the vaccine at the age of seven or older, the requirement is met. Adults 
are also advised to get the vaccine to protect themselves and others.

Glendale Schools receive 
responder systems from GEF

The Glendale Educational Foundation (GEF) donated $127,000 to Glendale 
Schools to purchase 42 sets of classroom responded systems for all of 
Glendale Schools last fall. Staff training was also included in this generous 
gift. The GEF strives to enrich and enhance the educational programs of 
GUSD in three major areas: Science and 
Technology, Health and Fitness, and Visual 
and Performing Arts. This gift is the major 
gift for Science and Technology this year. 
Last year, cardio-vascular equipment was 
purchased equipment was purchased for 
the secondary school fi tness centers, and 
the year before, the Arts Attack curriculum 
was purchased for the elementary schools. 
Ongoing support in each of these areas 
continues with art supplies and the funding of 
the buses necessary to manage the middle 
school after-school sports program. GEF 
raises funds through direct donation and by 
major fund-raising events.


