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Message from Dr. Sheehan
Now that I have offi cially visited each school (almost every classroom), I am 
very appreciative of all of the hard work demonstrated on a daily bases by our 
dedicated teachers. The students are amazing! I am continually learning as I 
walk through the rooms. I have seen teachers using the responders in class-
rooms, and in speaking to the students, they like using the responders and 
it helps keep them engaged. I would like to thank the Glendale Educational 
Foundation for their support in providing these responders to our students 
throughout the District.

It is partnerships such as the Glendale Educational Foundation, PTA, site 
foundations, community organizations, various corporations and small busi-
nesses, and individual volunteers that have provided our students the oppor-
tunity to participate in activities and learning that otherwise would be missing 
from their educational experience. I thank our community partners for their 
unwavering support of our teachers and especially our students.

A team of fi ve students from Clark Magnet High School in La Crescenta, led by 
teacher Dominique Evans-Bye, is one of 16 teams from across the country to earn 
$10,000 in scholarships and grants in the Lexus Eco Challenge, an educational pro-
gram and contest that inspires and empowers young people to learn about the envi-

Clark Magnet EcoSavers earn $10,000 in 4th 
Annual Lexus Eco Challenge

Continued on page 4, Clark Magnet

‘Exclaim’ is the 
winning word

Verdugo Woodlands sixth grader Joshua C. with 
his cake during his surprise celebration party in Ms. 
Turner’s class for winning the District Elementary 
Spelling Bee competition on February 7, 2011. His 
winning word was ‘exclaim.’

2015 Strategic 
Plan in fi nal phase

After six meetings fi lled with brainstorm-
ing and collaborating, the Strategic 
Plan committee is in its fi nal stages of 
presenting the 2015 Strategic Plan to 
the board. They presented the plan 
during the February 1, 2011 Board of 
Education meeting. The Board will now 
make recommendations for approval.

The committee is represented by one 
or more members of the Board of 
Education, the community, parents,  
and District administrators, teachers, 
and students. At the last meeting on 
January 20, 2011, they came to a con-
sensus in each of the following areas: 
motto, vision, mission, and strategic 
directions.

Clark Magnet’s Environmental Sciences team, from left to right: Edward K., Steve K., Tania K., Yeprem C., 
Brian H., and teacher Dominique Evans-Bye.
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Crescenta Valley High School Instrumental Music Teacher Mathew 
Schick made it as a fi nalist for the Music Center Bravo Award. Three 
judges went to his classroom on January 13, 2011 to observe him 
teach his fourth period class, Symphony Orchestra.

Beginning in 1982, the BRAVO Award panel annually honors teach-
ers and schools who show excellence in all forms of arts discipline. 
Several schools and teachers in the Glendale District have won the 
BRAVO Awards in the past.

Mathew Schick is fi nalist for 
BRAVO Award

Glendale Schools are rated 
ENERGY STAR schools

ENERGY STAR is a joint program of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy. Energy Star 
offers a proven energy management strategy that measures current 
energy performance, setting goals, tracking savings, and rewarding 
improvements. This strategic approach saves money for the bottom 
line, and protects the environment. Comparison is made to the 
peer group of buildings in the national population. By making such 
a concerted effort to lower energy use, the majority of the District’s 
sites have achieved a portfolio average energy performance rating 
of ENERGY STAR Leader and Top Performer for the period of June 
2009 – June 2010!

During the January 28, 2011 Board of Education meeting, the follow-
ing schools were presented the sites with their Energy Star plaques:  
Cerritos, Columbus, Dunsmore, Edison, Franklin, Fremont, Glenoaks, 
Keppel, La Crescenta, Lincoln, Mann, Marshall, Monte Vista, 
Mountain Avenue, Muir, Valley View, Verdugo Woodlands, and R.D. 
White Elementary Schools, Roosevelt, Rosemont, Toll, and Wilson 
Middle Schools, and Clark Magnet, Crescenta Valley, Glendale, 
and Hoover High 
Schools.

Balboa and Jefferson 
Elementary Schools, 
Pacifi c Avenue 
Educational Center,  
and the Professional 
Development Center 
will be recognized 
and presented with a 
plaque for qualifying 
for the Energy Star 
recognition; applica-
tions for those sites 
are still in process.

Above: Manuel Gouveia, representative from State 
Senator Carol Liu’s offi ce, presented each school with 
a certifi cate of recognition for their energy conservation 
efforts. Standing behind him are FASO Administrator 
on Special Assignment Dr. Mark Brown and Planning & 
Development Administrator John Fenton.

Below: Site administrators and representatives gather after receiving their plaques.

Left, from left to right: Teacher specialist and Korean Dual Language 
program coordinator Rosabel Park, Monte Vista principal Dr. Susan 
Hoge, and Monte Vista students’ most-loved noon aide Arpik 

Monte Vista greets the Lunar New 
Year with festivities and tradition

Verdugo Woodlands Sixth Graders 
taken back in time

Verdugo Woodlands Elementary fi fth and sixth graders in Ms. Erin 
Atwater’s class are shown in their costumes after sharing with 
the rest of the students what they learned about the American 
Revolution. To accommodate everyone, they had to have two pre-
sentations, January 12 and 18, 2011.

Toll Middle School teacher Jon Wenn has been selected as the 
KOCE/ PBS SoCal Mission US Educator of the Year. Jon has also 
been nominated by KOCE/PBS SoCal to the National Mission US 
Educator of the Year competition. Mission US provides free online 
games designed to help students learn social studies in classrooms 
and homes.

Jon was selected because he utilized Mission US not only in his 
classroom but also in professional development, sharing this applica-
tion with his colleague. This award makes Jon Wenn eligible to com-
pete with ten other winners for the National Mission US Educator of 
the Year award.

Jon Wenn named Educator of the 
Year by PBS SoCal

Ohanian.

Below: Kindergarten students of Trish Park 
with second grade class of Sunny Hong, 
along with and guests, at Monte Vista 
Elementary’s celebration of the Lunar New 
Year on February 3, 2010. The hosts and 
their guests donned the Korean traditional 
dress and a traditional ceremony of bowing 
respectfully to elders. It was followed by a 
luncheon of traditional dishes including rice 
cake soup.

Keppel Elementary’s library has a new addition, the Korean Reading 
Room. After receiving funding from the Korean Education Center of 
Los Angeles to support the FLAG Korean Program at Keppel, they 
were able to fund not only the Korean Reading Room of the Keppel 
Library but also the Dual Language Chorus. The grand opening was 
held on January 26, 2011 at 8:30 a.m. There was also a short pro-
gram during the event, all of which was organized by Korean Dual 
Language Program Coordinator Naehi Wong.

Korean Reading Room unveiled at 
Keppel Library
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Glendale Schools teachers and staff take a byte of new classroom tools
The Education Technology and Information Service (ETIS) department hosted three Technology Fairs last month. ETIS Director Frank 
Schlueter invited several vendors who introduced their latest classroom products by allowing teachers and staff to test them. All three 

From left to right: Mountain Avenue teachers Jennifer 
Garruba and Rachel Stout, Horace Mann teacher Roxanne 
O’Rourke, and ETIS Teacher Specialist Katie Warren at 
the Technology Fair held at Crescenta Valley High School.

Just the FACTS - it’s graduation!

From left to right: Roosevelt Middle School teachers Frank 
Fox, Tahereh Daylami, and Jean-Marie Pascale Parra, and 
Wilson Middle School teacher Mary Inglish at the Glendale 
High School Technology Fair.

On Friday, February 4, 2011, Wendy Young’s 4th graders from R.D. 
White Elementary visited the Olive Garden Restaurant in Glendale. 
Students learned how this local restaurant is run under the guid-
ance of General Manager Steve Crum, Service Assistant Deborah 
Sanford, and the friendly Olive Garden staff.

Students fi rst toured the kitchen area and learned about the prepara-
tion of meals, where different foods come from, how a kitchen and 
service crew work together, and then sampled a variety of pastas. 
They later made their way into the hostess area where they were 
taught how to greet customers and use the restaurant’s computer 
system for seating and taking orders. Students also learned about 
Italy’s geography and language. The tour ended with a meal; each 
student received certifi cates of completion as well as complimentary 
coupons to return to the restaurant with their families. 

R.D. White students visit Olive Garden

events, held at Crescenta Valley High School 
on January 25, Glendale High School on 
January 26, and Hoover High School on 
January 27, were resounding successes, with 
almost 700 in attendance. Those who’ve had 
the chance to play with the equipment were 
all agog over what they could do, and already 
have ideas of how they can apply these to 
their current lessons. The vendors present 
were: Apple, Dell, Discovery Streaming, 
E-Instruction, Epson, Hewlett Packard, 
Intellitech, Panasonic, Promethean, Smart, 
Texas Instruments, and Troxell. Visitors were 
able to see demonstrations of interactive 
whiteboards, student responders, document 
cameras, teacher tablets, new projectors, 
and software.

Rosemont celebrated its 50th Anniversary with a special luncheon 
on Friday, January 28th.  In addition to the current staff, retired and 
former faculty members were all invited to attend the celebration.  
Special guests included Sam Nicholson, Principal from 1970 to 1980; 
Sally Buckley, Principal from 2002 to 2008; Anne Gibson, Assistant 
Principal from 1988 to 1995; and Jack Silberstein who was part of the 
original teaching staff and taught at Rosemont from 1961 to 2010.

Rosemont Middle School turns 50

Glendale City Clerk Ardashes “Ardy” Kassakhian was the guest 
speaker at Adrine Avedian’s class at R.D. White Elementary. He 
talked to the class about the nature of his job at the City and about 
city government policies, as a whole.

Ms. Avedian got the idea of inviting a government offi cial after her 
class went to one of the City Council meetings; everyone was fasci-
nated by the process. Being a former R.D. White student, she asked 
Ardy if he would speak, to which he happily obliged. The students 
had plenty of questions for Mr. Kassakhian, all of which he answered.

R.D. White’s special guest speaker

The whole class agreed, this is the best 
part of the fi eld trip.

Students were taught how to seat guests at 
the restaurant using the computer system.

The FACTS program celebrated the accomplishments of six of their 
students in December 2010 with the help of some District dignitar-
ies. Assistant Superintendent of Special Education, Dr. Amy Lambert, 
Superintendent, Dr. Richard Sheehan, Special Education Coordinator 
William Gifford, and various Board Members attended the event. The 
FACTS program serves students with special needs between the ages 
of 18-22, preparing them for adulthood and to be productive citizens in 
their community. Congratulations to our graduates: Juliana V., Joseph T., 
Wilber G., Jose G., Stephanie C., Worapat “Kareem” R. (not pictured).
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A $ource for funding 
classroom projects

Roosevelt Middle School teacher Randy 
Kamiya encourages teachers to visit the 
website, www.donorschoose.org, and take 
advantage of the services they offer to 
educators.

“My wife, Cerritos Elementary teacher 
Roselia Kamiya, and I have already 
received donations to completely fund 
three projects since November. Her proj-
ect was for kinder sized gardening tools. 
My two projects were for a maze for my 
robotics club and a laptop computer. I just 
posted a project for another laptop today 
and after 14 minutes, I received a $568 
donation and the remaining balance is 
only $97,” said Randy about this site. He 
added, “With the budget cuts in the district, 
this is a great way to fund all the projects 
we would like to do. I will be glad to walk 
you through the process.” Randy may be 
contacted at rkamiya@gusd.net.

ronment and take action to improve it. The Clark team is now 
qualifi ed to participate in the fi nal challenge for a chance at 
one of two $30,000 grand prizes.

The winning entry for the school was part of the Land/Water 
Challenge. The team’s project, Eco Savers 2010, addressed 
the threat of pollution to waterways and oceans and its effects 
of biomagnifi cation of organic and inorganic contaminants 
in the California spiny lobsters, Panulirus interruptus.  The 
team recruited divers to donate tissue samples from locally 
caught lobsters and formed a partnership with the Institute for 
Integrated Research in Materials, Environments and Society 
(IIRMES) laboratory at Cal State University-Long Beach. At 
the lab, students were taught to test the lobster tissue samples 
using state-of-the-art equipment and scientifi c methods. Back 
at Clark Magnet, students used Excel to fi nd the weighted 
average of contaminant levels by lobster size, and then used 
ArcGIS to map the results by collection sites.

Teacher Evans-Bye states, “I fi nd that students love to make 
a difference. The Lexus Eco Challenge gives them the oppor-
tunity to apply basic principles they’ve learned in biology, 
chemistry, math and computer technology classes to analyze 
present day problems.”

For each of the challenges, teams are required to defi ne an 
environmental issue that is important to them, develop an 
action plan to address the issue, implement the plan, and 
report on the results. 

“It’s great to see so many different ways the students have 
delved into their projects,” said Mark Templin, Lexus group 
vice president and general manager. “This goes to show that 
there is a never-ending supply of environmental issues and 
these students are fi nding many unique and exceptional ways 
to take action and improve our environment.”

The Final Challenge will take place February – March 2011 
with winners announced during Earth Month, April 2011. For 
more information on the Lexus Eco Challenge, please visit: 
www.scholastic.com/lexus.

Clark team qualifi es to compete 
for $30K grand prize

Clark Magnet, continued from page 1

On February 9, 2011, the Harlem Globetrotters basketball team 
hosted Hoops for Hearts at Balboa Elementary School. The school 
was selected by the American Heart Association for joining in the 
efforts to promote healthy bodies and healthy minds. This comes 
as a result of participating in Jump for Heart on Feb. 18, 2011. The 
Globetrotters discussed and shared important information and tips 
for maintaining healthy lifestyles. They also performed for those in 
attendance.

Harlem Globetrotters visit Balboa

Family Transition Forum at SELPA
The Burbank, Glendale, and La Cañada School Districts would like to invite all students with 
special needs and their families to the Foothill SELPA Family Transition Forum to be held on 
March 22, 2011, at the Glendale Civic Auditorium, 1401 North Verdugo Road, Glendale, in 
the lower level meeting hall. Registration begins at 5:45 p.m. and the event will go until 9 p.m. 
There is ample free parking. The keynote speaker will be Carlos M. Gonzalez, Attorney-at-
Law, with his topic, Laws Related to Transition.
Over thirty adult agency service providers and representatives will be available for students 
and parents to obtain information about life after high school and the services and programs 
they provide. For reservations, contact the Foothill SELPA offi ce at 818-246-5378 or send an 
e-mail to www.nhildalgo@gusd.net.

Free solar workshops for Glendale teachers
Glendale Water & Power is offering another round of free workshops on solar energy for 
Glendale teachers. All sessions will be held at the Pacifi c Avenue Educational Center 
(PAEC), 440 W. Lomita Avenue, Glendale (across from Edison Elementary). There will be 
three sessions: the Peer Exchange (K-12), on Thursday, February 17, 2011, 6 - 8 p.m.; the 
Solar Primer Series (K-12), on Tuesday, March 8, 2011, 3:30 - 6:30 p.m. for teachers and 
on Wednesday, March 9, 2011, 8:30 - 12 noon for EEELP staff; and, Solar Electricity, on 
Thursday, March 10, 2011 at 8:30 - 12 noon for EEELP staff and at 3:30 - 6:30 p.m. for 
teachers.

Registration is required; to do so, contact Carol Gregory at cgregory@gusd.net or 
818.247.0775 ext. 513. For more information about the workshops, visit: http://www.
solarschoolhouse.net/resources/SSH-Glendale+Flyer-2011-v3.pdf.

Wun The Shot Versher (left) and Special K Daly (right) of the Harlem Globetrotters talk to 
Balboa students about the importance of exercise and a good, healthy diet to keep their 
hearts fi t.

On February 8, 2011, 16 visiting teachers from Korea toured Monte 
Vista Elementary. They were greeted in the lounge and given a brief 
overview before dividing into three groups and toured classrooms 
and the overall campus.  There were many questions and informa-
tion was shared back and forth.
As the group re-gathered at the end of the tour, the Korean principal 

Monte Vista hosts teachers from Korea

presented Monte 
Vista with a framed 
set of traditional 
masks. Monte Vista, 
in turn, presented the 
group with Valentine 
goody bags including 
Monte Vista heart 
keychains.


