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Message from Dr. Sheehan
As I’ve mentioned previously, my goal is to visit each school and each classroom 
two times throughout the course of this year. I am happy to report that I have made 
a visit to each classroom in over half of our schools, to date, and I’m incredibly 
pleased with the teaching/learning that I have been seeing. My visits have given me 
an opportunity, as I look for student engagement, to personally witness the power-
ful strategies for learning that our teachers are using on a daily basis. Especially 
important is the way in which teachers have incorporated best practices, in particu-
lar, student engagement strategies and checking for understanding throughout the 
course of their lessons. I am confident these powerful strategies will yield fantastic 
results for our students.

At this time I would like to affirm the work done, in particular, through the instruc-
tional leadership teams along with the principal and staff at all the school sites 
regarding the Focus on Results (FOR) process. We are currently in our sixth year 
of FOR and all of you who have been involved in the improvement process have 
taken ownership of the student success at your sites. As a District, we have shown 
tremendous gains, and we have created a common language in which we all now 
have conversations about student achievement using common terms. This has not 
been an easy road, but the results that have been attained through the FOR pro-
cess are evident. During the course of the last four months, I’ve been asked many 
times what my stance is on the FOR process. I would like to share with you that 
having been in Glendale for the last four years, and as we move forward, I truly 
believe in the power that FOR harnesses through a collaborative process from all of 
you at the school sites and in the classrooms. I am confident that this improvement 
process will continue to guide us into the future. I look forward to continuing my 
work with principals, instructional leadership teams and school staffs in harness-
ing the collaborative power of FOR as we move forward ensuring mastery for more 
students on an annual basis.

Again, I thank you for all of your hard work and dedication to our students and as 
we move forward continuing to increase our student achievement. I look forward to 
supporting all of you who serve in the classrooms, whether as teacher, or instruc-
tional aid, certificated or classified, and working with the principals to make sure 
that your schools have what you need to continue to serve students here in the 
District.

Thanks and have a Happy Thanksgiving!

Learning that
My vote counts

On Tuesday, October 26, 2010, Toll Middle 
School 8th grade US History students par-
ticipated in the California Student Mock 
Elections, sponsored by California’s Office of 
the Secretary of State. Through this program 
students had the opportunity to learn about the 
political process as it connects to the elections 
that took place on November 2, 2010. This 
program provided teachers with a myriad of 
non-partisan resources to teach their students 
about the importance of making sound choices 
while exercising the right to vote. The oppor-
tunity to cast a ballot in the mock election was 
made “realistic” by having students use voting 
booths in the school auditorium that were also 
used in the actual election.

Activities leading up to the Mock Election 
included using information from the Official 
Voter Information Guide that is mailed to homes 
of registered voters by the Office of Secretary 
of State. Students also read about the develop-
ment of political parties in the US and about the 
modern Republican and Democratic Parties. 
They learned about party platforms and planks. 
With the help of materials provided by the My 
Vote Program, students had the opportunity 
to discuss state and national issues that were 
important to them such as energy, education, 
the environment, the economy and the national 
debt.

Continued on page 2, My vote

Wilson Middle School will be getting a sister
Wilson Middle School 
hosted the Sister School 
Relationship Declaration 
Ceremony, a partnership 
program formed between 
the City of Glendale, 
Wilson Middle School, the 
city of Goseong in Korea, 
and the ChulSung Middle 
School in Korea. Wilson 
students and staff, as well 
as Glendale’s board of 
education and administra-
tors were gracious hosts 
to their visitors. Story on 
page 2.

Not just Halloween

A traditional Dia de los Muertos altar set up at 
Edison Elementary’s Spanish Dual Immersion class. 
Read story on page 3.
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Saro Meguerdijian, a senior at Clark Magnet High School, submitted his 
senior project to the 2010 Siemens Competition in Math Science and 
Technology and was a semi-finalist. His project is about taking Chromium 
out of water and to that end he has invented a device that transforms the 
pollutant into a nutrient. Clark Magnet High School Counselor Karen Carlson 
said, “Saro has applied to California Institute of Technology and Harvey 
Mudd College for next fall. He is a gallant, cheerful, student with a prodigious 
intellect.”

The Siemens Competition recognizes student talent and fosters individual 
growth for high school students who are willing to challenge themselves 
through science research. This competition gives students an opportunity to 
achieve national recognition for science research projects that they complete 
in high school.

Clark Magnet student is Siemens 
Foundation Award semi-finalist

Students at Matt Birtle’s class at John 
Muir Elementary School have set 
an Accelerated Reader class goal 
for the 2010-2011 school year. They 
want to pass at least 2000 Reading 
Comprehension tests by June 2011. 
As of Oct. 29, the class has passed 
858 tests!

The tests include Reading Practice, 
or regular AR books, vocabulary 
tests and other reading tests. The 
other reading tests are tests on the 
stories the children are reading in 
their Language Arts anthologies. Mr. 
Birtle said, “We still have eight more 
months “of school, so I’m pretty sure 
we will surpass our goal!

We all scream for 
ice cream

Students from Matt Birtle’s 4th/5th grade 
class, from left to right: Joseph Lures, 
Edward Avdalyan, Joel Leon Hernandez, 
Ray Michael Rivera, and Arman Krmoian

Students used the guide called 
“How to Judge a Candidate” pro-
vided by the League of Women 
Voters Education Fund Project. 
They then used this guide to 
examine the official websites of the 
Democratic and Republican can-
didates for Governor and Senator 
and determine who they would 
vote for on Mock Election Day.

Students learned about the require-
ments for voting, the reason for the 
secret ballot, the importance of 

participating in the political process 
and the struggle for various groups 
to have access to the ballot box.

Students played the role of poll 
workers -- crossing off the names 
of student who came to vote, hand-
ing out ballots, and counting votes 
cast in the election. 

The results were then sent to 
Sacramento to be tallied by the 
Secretary of State’s office. View 
results at: http://www.sos.ca.gov/

elections/mock-election/2010/gen-
eral/
Ultimately, 38% of the registered 
Toll 8th graders voted. They will 
discuss this percentage as it com-
pares to the actual percentage of 
voters by comparing our votes on 
the candidates and propositions to 
those in our congressional district 
and state.

“My vote,” from page 1

On September 24, 2010, grades one 
and two of the German immersion 
class at Franklin Elementary held a 
book publishing event. Students wrote 
stories in the German language to tell 
about themselves and their families. 
Parents and family members rotated 
around the room to sit down with dif-
ferent students and listen to each 
one read their book. Parents were 
provided the English translation for 
each story by the teacher, Mrs. Vera 
Valdivia-Sanon. After listening to each 
student read, the parents wrote com-
ments in the student’s writing journal. 
One parent wrote, “It was wonderful 
to hear you read your German story. 
The pictures were fascinating. You 
speak German really well!” Others 
wrote comments in German.

Franklin’s new 
authors

Franklin student Frau Valdivia-Sanon shows 
the book she wrote in German to one of the 
parents.

Sister School
Mayor Lee of Goseong, Korea, along with his staff, were at Wilson Middle 
School on November 1, 2010. Goseong City is Glendale School’s sister city 
in Korea and Mayor Lee had requested to establish a sister school relation-
ship between ChulSung Middle School and Wilson Middle School. There 
was a brief program beginning at the Wilson library including a performance 
by Keppel Elementary’s Korean FLAG students. The Korea Daily and the 
Korea Times were there to report on the partnership formed that day.

Earlier in the day, Mayor Lee signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
Glendale Community College establishing a program to enroll 20 Goseong 
High School graduates.

Keppel FLAG Korean teacher Kylie Hwang with 2nd grade FLAG Korean students per-
forming at Wilson. Row 1: August Berklas, Kayla Thombs, Julien Suh-Toma, and Rachel 
Lee. Row 2: Joshua Jeong (hidden), Sean Oh, Madeline Coppersmith (hidden), and 
Gage Berklas. Students did a chant about Korean traditions: using the chopsticks and 
doing the “Seh Beh” which is a special bow to show respect to elders. There is plenty 
of new vocabulary with every Social Studies unit taught in Korean. Using chants helps 
students internalized the meaning of new words.

On October 30, 2010, Muir Elementary School’s playground was used as the 
distribution center for this year’s Coats for Kids project by the Sunrise Rotary 
Club of Glendale.

Annual Coats for Kids Project

A tribute to our veterans

Every year, Wilson Middle School pays tribute to the nation’s veterans with a special 
assembly. On November 4, 2010, three American veterans, Bob Gilliland, Louis 
Zamperini and Bryan Moss, who served in wars since World War II, were featured.

At right, from left 
to right: Wilson 
Middle School 
Principal Rich 
Lucas, Board 
of Education 
member Mary 
Boger, Bob 
Gilliland, Louis 
Z a m p e r i n i , 
Bryan Moss, 
and Board 
President Greg 
Krikorian.

Right, from left to right: Students Deana 
Cruz, Christina Manukyan, and Manuel 
Garamanoukian cast their ballots.
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Halloween celebrations throughout the District
On October 29, 2010, the Gifted and Talented Education 
(GATE) students of La Crescenta Elementary went to College 
View School and celebrated Halloween with them. They 
had their Halloween Parade and Carnival together. The La 
Crescenta kids brought a carnival game with them called knock-
down-the-scarecrow, which was a huge hit. Then the kids met 
with their buddy class (Mr. Schack’s Elementary SDC class) 
and made jack-o-lanterns. Finally they all had lunch together. 
For the students at College View it was a great opportunity to 
work with their typical peers during fun and interactive activities, 
as well as for the 20 GATE students who participated.

As the leaders of the future, these students will be the doctors, 
lawmakers, and teachers of the future. These experiences will 
mold them into responsible compassionate adults who are able 
to appreciate the cognitive and physical gifts they have received 
and be able to advocate for the needs of others whose chal-
lenges are different than their own. The visit to College View 
was an eye-opener for the GATE students and the hope is that 
future visits will occur.

La Crescenta Elementary School student play-
ing knock-down-the scarecrow with College 
View student Trynity Roberts and twin brother 
Tristan with Dad Joey.

Peterson, Ernesto 
Aguilar, and 
Melissa Owens. 
Second row, left to 
right, Principal Bill 
Card and teachers 
Nick James and 
Josie Siminski; 
and, as Principal 
Bill Card is working 
the parade, Lincoln 
parents decorate 
his car.

Not to be outdone, Monte 
Vista Elementary School 
joined in Halloween’s 
festivities with their own 
Halloween parade. Monte 
Vista’s amazing 4th grade 
team, Hayley Nelson, Jee 
Tahk, and Marral Araradian 
showed up as a teeny 
bopper from the 50s, a 
cowgirl, and a hippie from 
the 60s, respectively (right). 
Even Monte Vista’s mascot, 
Monty (donned by Kimmie 
Blood), came to the parade 
(far right).

At the Lincoln Elementary School 
Halloween Parade, the students and 
staff lived up to their school’s theme 
this year: “To Infinity and Beyond!” 
Most of the costumes, including 
Principal Bill Card’s, were of charac-
ters from the movie Toy Story.
Counterclockwise, from below: NASA 
astronaut Luke French and little mouse 
Lily Hinkle behind him smile for the 
camera; Buzz Lightyears and Sheriff 
Woodies of all sizes and ages get their 
picture taken together. First row, left to 
right: Tyler Johnston, Jacob Scott, Eric 

On November 2nd 2010, Edison 
Elementary took part in their first 
annual Día de los Muertos (Day of the 
Dead) Celebration. Edison’s Spanish 
Dual Immersion students have been 
learning about this cultural holiday 
that focuses on gatherings of family 
and friends to honor loved ones who 
have died. Their classes have been 
building and decorating altars, making 
sugar skulls and reading stories about 
this Mexican tradition. The first grade 
classes of Ms. Luna and Ms. Reuter 
kicked off the festivities by perform-
ing a Día de los Muertos skit for their 
classmates. Parent volunteers worked 
diligently at booths in order for students 
to participate in the traditions related to 
this day such as face painting, making 
papel picado (cut tissue paper art), and 
decorating masks. Students gained an 
appreciation for this celebration that 
remembers and honors the deceased.

Cerritos Elementary second graders from Ms. Elliott’s 
class, from left: Marilyn Martinez, Elvina Hairapetian, 
Ashita Biju and Karina Poghosyan.

Ms. Luna’s 1st grade class put their best face forward.

Third grader Bianca Concepcion of Ms. 
Tiscareño’s class gets her face done by one 
of the parent volunteers.

Glendale High School’s teachers got in the 
spirit of the holiday, too. At left are Math 
teacher Tadeh Mardirosian as Sheriff 
Woody and World History teacher Forest 
Holbrook as Buzz Lightyear. At right is 
English teacher Peter Gebeshian as a hip 
hop artist, his back up plan in case teach-
ing doesn’t work for him.

Valley View second grade student, 
Katie Bernabe, dressed like a 
Valley View Behavior Citation given 
to Principal Carla Walker.

Top left: Columbus Elementary second grader 
Mark Benliyan flexes his superhero muscles. 
Above: Columbus students Lilit Aghadjanian, 
Dino Zarookian, Jadon Matela, Hanna Gonzalez, 
and Daniel Saeedi lead their school’s parade.
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Roosevelt Middle School’s new addition is beginning to take shape

One of the classrooms for the first floor is shown being 
hoisted from the flatbed by crane and will be lowered on 
the waiting foundations.

A second floor classroom is being lowered and fitted on 
top of first floor classrooms already in place.

The bathrooms were delivered with tiles and hand dryers 
pre-installed.

At right: First and second floor done. Future occupants of the new building are eagerly 
awaiting to see the finished product.

The Roosevelt 2-Story Classroom replacement project is moving 
forward according to schedule. The sixteen (16) new classrooms, 
new restroom buildings, and two elevators have been placed on their 
foundations in the last two weeks. Exterior and interior utility infra-
structure work is now in progress. Once the new classrooms are 
occupied, this project will be followed by the removal of the “bunga-
low village” and will be replaced with new basketball courts with a 
new concrete courtyard, new landscaping and seating walls through-
out the campus.

The Great California ShakeOut drill is held on the third Thursday of October; this year, it took place on 
October 21. All schools in the Glendale District participated, along with other private and government agen-
cies throughout the state. On signal, an administrator at each site went on the paging system and calmly 
made the announcement that there was an ‘earthquake’ and everyone must drop, cover, and hold on. After 

Right: Franklin Elementary’s Student Release Team discuss-
ing amongst themselves the procedure in which students will be 
‘released’ to parents or guardians.
Bottom: Mountain Avenue evacuated their students and assem-
bled at the playground. Each teacher brought out their class’ 
emergency supply buckets and took roll while the safety team 
(wearing orange vests) went to their posts.

Glendale Schools participate in The Great 
California Shakeout drill

the ‘shaking’ stopped, an announcement is once again 
made for everyone to vacate the building and take their 
place at their designated areas in the lot or playground.
After the buildings were evacuated and students were 
in their places, the members of different safety teams 
convened, took out their equipment and proceeded to 
simulate a real emergency, i.e. search and rescue, first 
aid, student release, etc. There is always something new 
learned from the drill that can be applied to planning for 
the next exercise.

Between November 19 and December 24, 
2010, 5% of all purchases made at stores 
and restaurants at The Americana at Brand 
and The Grove will be donated to your school 
up to $100,000. Just take your receipts to 
Concierge Services and let them know which 
school you are supporting.

Instructions for putting in your holiday orders 
for See’s Candies will be sent to your GUSD 
e-mail soon. Watch out for it.

Coming soon via e-mail


