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Message from Dr. Sheehan
We’ve made it through the fi rst month of school and I feel that we are truly off to a 
great start. This is largely due to the fact that we were able to come to agreements 
with our three associations – the GTA, CSEA, and GSMA. It’s never easy to make 
concessions, and I sincerely thank all of you who worked so hard to come to agree-
ments that will allow us to maintain fi scal solvency through the next few years as 
we continue to ride the tumultuous waves of the state budget and its many cuts to 
education.

Academically, we continue to improve as a district. This year the District API grew 13 
points to 842. All of our schools are demonstrating positive three-year trends, and I 
want to congratulate the three schools that broke the 900 barrier for the fi rst time this 
year – Fremont, Lincoln and Verdugo Woodlands Elementary Schools. It is a wonder-
ful feeling to have our hard work validated and all of our schools are amazing. We 
have so much to be proud of in Glendale Unifi ed, and I am honored to be a part of 
this district family.

As I continue to settle into my new position, my goals for this year include visiting 
every school at least twice and getting into every classroom each visit. To date I 
have visited each of the middle and high schools and have started my visits to the 
elementary schools. As I tour the schools, I am watching for student engagement. 
Engagement is crucial to the students’ success and I, as the Superintendent, want to 
be personally engaged in what is occurring in our schools on a regular basis. I look 
forward to seeing you during my visits and thank you for such a great start to the 
school year.

Glendale students participate in 
International Walk-to-School Day

Students from Glendale Schools 
braved the rain on October 6, 
2010 in order to participate in the 
International Walk-to-School Day. 
Parents and students chose to par-
ticipate in this practice for the follow-
ing reasons: walking is good for the 
health, it is good for the environment, 
it promotes safer routes for walking, 
it reduces traffi c, and it promotes a 
sense of community.
Due to the rainy Wednesday, some 
schools postponed their Walk-
to-School day to Friday, such as 
Verdugo Woodlands, where “Dads’ 
Club” members volunteered to be 
crossing guards for the day.
Some schools have extended this 
effor throughout the year and have 
organized ‘walking schoolbuses’ 
where volunteers and/or school staff 
meet walkers at a designated spot 
and walk with them to school. (View 
more pictures on page 3) R.D. White School students were met with a walk on the 

red carpet and given stars for a “wall of fame.”

New student board 
member sworn in

Terry Ou is sworn in by Board of Education presi-
dent Greg Krikorian during the October 5, 2010 
Board of Education meeting.

Terry takes her place at the dais after being sworn 
in.

The members of the Associated Student 
Body (ASB) in Glendale Schools has 
elected one of their peers to represent 
them and over 26,000 other students in 
the Board of Education meetings.

Terry Ou, a senior at Glendale High 
School was sworn in to offi ce during 
the October 5, 2010 Board of Education 
meeting. She went to work that night 
and took her place at the dais right after 
she took her oath.
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Glendale Educational Foundation hosts the 6th Annual State of Schools
The Glendale Educational Foundation (GEF) hosted the 6th Annual State of Schools Breakfast at the Pacifi c Edison Community Center on October 7, 2010. 
It was well attended by local business and community supporters of Glendale Schools where students played an important part in hosting this event. A 
sumptuous breakfast was served by students of the Glendale High School (GHS) Bistro, supervised by Chefs Debbie Greenwood and Tina Wing. Crescenta 
Valley High School (CVHS) JROTC presented the colors and Lt. Col Dave Worley led the Pledge of Allegiance while the GHS Jazz Ensemble, conducted by 
Amy Rangel, played the National Anthem and provided background music to breakfast patrons. The CVHS Marching Band, conducted by Mathew Schick, 

The Glendale High School Bistro students provided 
breakfast. There were tablespreads with: fruits; breads; 
eggs, omelets, and quiche; yogurt and oatmeal; and 
juices. Everyone was at their professional best.

The Glendale High School Jazz Band provided entertain-
ment before the program.

The Crescenta Valley Marching Band performed for 
guests after the program.

Placemats provided by the Glendale Educational Foundation highlighting Dr. Richard Sheehan’s history in education.

CVHS JROTC Lt. Col. Dave 
James Worley

S t a t e 
Super in tendent 
Jack O’Connell 
talked about where 
California stands 
in education, the 
urgency students 
are facing, and 
goals that needed 
to be accom-
plished. He said 
that Glendale 
School District 
is one of the dis-
tricts that make 
him look good in 
Sacramento.

GEF President Mia Lee deliver the welcome 
address.

GHS Bistro teachers Tina 
Wing (left) and Debbie 
Greenwood (right).

Fruit carved by previous GHS Bistro student adorned the 
food tables.

Wilson Middle School’s Kris Kohlmeier, 
Teacher of the Year 2010, received the 
Educational Excellence Award.

performed the closing number.

Glendale Schools Superintendent Dr. Richard 
Sheehan was introduced to the community by 
GEF President Mia Lee after which she recognized 
event sponsors The Walt Disney Company, distin-
guished donor Pacifi c BMW, and all other event 
sponsors.

Dr. Sheehan delivered the State of Schools 
address followed by a video presentation, Promises 
Kept. Chief Business & Financial Offi ce Eva Lueck 
and Board Member Mary Boger gave recognition 
to the Advisory Bond Committee (ABC) and board 
members for their support of the Measure K proj-
ect that helped update and modernize our District’s 
facilities. State Superintendent Jack O’Connell was 
the guest speaker and he encouraged the donors 
to continue their support and their efforts are not 
in vain. He also provided data that showed our stu-
dents’ achievements compared to other districts. 
After Supt. O’Connell’s speech, Board of Education 
President Greg Krikorian  addressed the audi-
ence and presented the Educational Excellence 
Awards to Wilson Middle School’s Kris Kohlmeier 
and Supt. O’Connell for his ongoing support to 
Glendale Schools.

In addition, fi ve teachers, representing 1200 of 
their peers, were lauded for ‘making it happen:’ 
Sarit Shaeps of Fremont Elementary, Elena 
Buensuceso of Balboa Elementary, Roxanne 
O’Rourke of Mann Elementary, Frank Gonzales of 
Roosevelt Middle School and Matthew Stroup of 
Clark Magnet High School.

Left to right: Sarit Shaeps, Elena Buensuceso, Roxanne 
O’Rourke,  Frank Gonzales, and Matthew Stroup congratu-
lated by Dr. Sheehan (partly hidden).
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October 6 is International Walk-to-School Day

Frank Müller of the German Consulate visited Franklin Elementary 
School on September 10, 2010. During this visit, the Board of 
Education presented him with a certifi cate of appreciation thanking 
him for his continued support of the Foreign Language Academy of 
Glendale (FLAG) German program at Franklin Elementary as well as 
all the students of Glendale Schools.

Mountain Avenue Elementary principal 
Rebeca Witt helps students up the wet steps 
while CV Town Council president Cheryl 
Davis greets students in front of their school. 
Leonard Coutin of CV Weekly took the 
photograph.

A red carpet entrance greeted walkers from 
R.D. White Elementary School.

Volunteers, from left to right, Jerry Shively  
(Malia’s dad), Les Harrison (parent alumni), 
Glen Marhevka (Olivia’s dad), Steve O’Bryan 
(Miles & Paxton’s dad), and Farzad Pirkhah 
Kohan (Roz’s dad) from the Verdugo 
Woodlands Dad’ Club were on hand to make 
sure students arrived safely.

Verdugo Woodlands Elementary decided to 
postpone their Walk-to-School day for a drier 
day on Friday, October 8.

On September 20,2010, State Superintendent Jack O’Connell visited 
Glendale School District, specifi cally, Roosevelt Middle School. He 
met with Dr. Dick Sheehan and Board Members Christine Walters 
and Joylene Wagner, along with Educational Services Deputy 
Superintendent Dr. John Garcia and Roosevelt Principal Lynn Marso. 
Supt. O’Connell toured the site to see the great work going on in 
each classrooms and checked on the construction currently taking 
place at Roosevelt.

State Schools Supt. Jack O’Connell visits Roosevelt Middle School

At left, from left to right: Christine Walters, Joylene Wagner, Dr. John Garcia, Lynn Marso, 
Supt. Jack O’Connell, and Dr. Dick Sheehan.

Franklin Elementary thanks German 
Consul for support of FLAG program

Roxanne O’Rourke is Glendale 
Schools’ Teacher of the Year

Roxanne O’Rourke was selected Glendale Schools’ Teacher of the 
Year 2011. She has taught at Mann Elementary School for 11 years. 
Students entering Mrs. O’Rourke’s class in the fall come with varied 
academic abilities, as well as  diverse cultural backgrounds.

Roxanne has been successful in building upon the knowledge and 
culture that each student brings into her classroom with the rigorous 

Roxanne O’Rourke with husband David.

academic and social knowledge 
giving her students the neces-
sary tools and foundation that 
they will need to be success-
ful students moving through 
each grade level. From age 10, 
Roxanne had always known that 
when she grew up, she wanted 
to be a teacher.

Left: Frank Muller is presented a per-
sonal thank you note written by students 
in the FLAG German program at Franklin 
Elementary School.
Above: One of the numerous posters writ-
ten in the German language that hang in 
classrooms.

Roxanne O’Rourke with State Schools 
Superintendent Jack O’Connell during the 
Teacher of the Year Award Luncheon.
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The Los Angeles County Bilingual Directors’ Association awarded 
Outstanding Bilingual/ELD Teacher of the Year Awards to Cristina 
Allen and Sarah Calvo. Board Member Joylene Wagner presented 
them with the award during the September 14, 2010 Board of 
Education meeting.

Cristina Allen and Sarah Calvo 
receive Bilingual Teacher of the 

Year award

Left to right: Joylene Wagner, Sarah Calvo, and Cristina Allen.

Strategic Planning Committee begins preparing for 2015
The Strategic Plan 2015 committee had its fi rst meeting on 
September 29, 2010. The members of the committee consists of par-
ents, staff, students, and community members as well as leadership 
from subgroups within the school district, all considered stakeholders 
of Glendale Schools.

The facilitators, Dr. Joann Merrick, retired Glendale Schools Deputy 
Superintendent in Educational Services and an active participant 
in past commissions of the Strategic Planning committee, and Dr. 
Kathy Thorossian, Glendale Schools Assistant Superintendent at 
Educational Services, talked about where the district has been and 
what are the expected outcomes. The group watched two videos 
each depicting the rapidly changing world in which we live - with spe-
cial emphasis placed on technological advances.

This segment also served to frame the second video, which is an 
interview with Heidi Jacob Hayes who is a leader in 21St century 
education. Her book, Curriculum 21, as well as this interview is 
offered through the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development (ASCD).

The group realizes the work cut out for them and is up for the 
challenge.

Attendees of the fi rst Strategic Plan meeting broke out in groups and got acquainted with 
each other.

Glendale Parents 
Teachers Students 
Association (PTSA)’s 
annual Welcome-
B a c k-To - S c h o o l 
breakfast was held 
on August 31, 2010 
at the Administrative 
Center’s Board 
Room. The PTA 
holds these break-
fasts to introduce 
offi cers and to talk 
about their goals for 
the new school year.

Left to right, PTSA repre-
sentatives Jaleen Lunt, 
Becki Haney, and Annie 
Alwin.

PTSA leaders gather for annual 
back-to-school breakfast

During the October 
5, 2010 Board of 
Education meeting, 
members of the dais 
had an unexpected 
speaker during the 
public communica-
tion segment of the 
meeting.

‘Offi cer’ Yudi, the K9 
from the Glendale 
Police Department 
‘spoke’ to the Board 
regarding their upcom-
ing fundraiser to raise 
$100,000 to purchase 
new service dogs for 
the unit. She and her 
K9 colleagues are 
ready to retire and they 
need to bring in new 
recruits.

K9 makes public comment at Board 
Meeting

The Board of Education presented a special thank you to Kara 
Sergile, an R.D. White parent, for the work she has done to get 17 
of Glendale Schools in the District to participate in the International 
Walk-to-School event. According to records, this is more than any 
other district in the State.

R.D. White parent honored for 
International Walk-to-School Day


