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Message from Dr. Escalante
As the 2009-10 school year ends, we all fi nd ourselves overwhelmed with the respon-
sibilities and last minute arrangements of closing schools. The entire GUSD staff is to 
be commended for their relentless pursuit of ensuring that all students have had every 
opportunity to have a successful and rewarding school year. We, as professionals at 
all levels, need to feel that we have made a positive difference in each student’s life. 
That difference is the reward we, as educators, feel as we toll well beyond contractual 
work hours or expected work hours others have for us. As dedicated professionals, we 
never leave our work behind. We think about new lessons, new programs, how to help  
students, or think about when we will get to that stack of papers to grade. All of us, as 
professionals trusted with the responsibility of working with students, know that constant 
improvement and learning is a commitment we make. The ever-changing world forces 
us to retool and reassess our practices in an attempt to prepare students for a world 
we might not know. As we move towards summer, there is a time for relief on the way, 
a chance to recharge our batteries for next year. Unfortunately, we will most likely con-
tinue to address the fi nancial crisis all schools are facing when we return in the fall. This 
crisis will not end soon, this will not make our jobs any easier. So this summer, truly take 
time to care for yourself.
For those of you who are moving on to retirement, be thankful that you can take advan-
tage of retirement at this time. Please think about how you might be able to give back a 
little time and your expertise as a volunteer in the community.
For those of you, who have the security of a position for next year, be thankful that this 
fi nancial crisis is not touching your job security.
For those of you who currently face the insecurity of not knowing whether you have a 
position for next year, please believe that the District and Board of Education is des-
perately trying to fi nd a solution to get you back to work next year. Remain strong and 
positive and good things will happen.
Thank you for your dedication in making Glendale Unifi ed School District a wonderful 
place for students to learn and grow.

Shannon Kracker 
receives Delmonte 

Award

Carli Characky proudly poses with aunt Shannon 
Kracker, Rosemont teacher and Delmonte Award 
winner. (Story on page 2.)

The District would like to thank Gail 
Johnson (HHS), Kathy Frazer (HHS), 
Linda Doll (Clark), and Marietta Guzzo 
(Daily) for your many years devoted 
to serving the varied needs of our 
Glendale students. We are so fortu-
nate to have had individuals such as 
you in our GUSD family to counsel 
our students into their adulthood. 
Congratulations on your retirements 
and we wish each of you well as you 
start your new endeavors.

We would also very much like to wel-
come Lois Sheridan (GHS), Anet 
Hairapetian (CVHS), Karine Turdjian 
(Clark), and Karla Ibarra-Ochoa (HHS) 
back to their roles as counselors. It has 
been challenging to make such drastic 
cuts to our District budget impacting 
so many lives and we are just grateful 
to have the opportunity to rehire these 
counselors as a result of those retiring. 
Welcome back, we wish you all well!

Congratulations
and

welcome back

Administrative changes

Newly appointed administrators, from left: Dr. Michele 
Doll, Victoria Atikian, and David L. Samuelson.

Dr. Richard Sheehan, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. John Garcia, Deputy Superintendent, Educational Services
Mr. David L. Samuelson, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources
Dr. Alex Rojas, Director, Educational Services
Dr. Kelly King, Director, Early Education and Extended Learning Program
Dr. Jennifer Earl, Principal, Hoover High 
School
Dr. Michele Doll, Principal, Crescenta Valley 
High School
Dr. Cynthia Livingston, Principal, Rosemont 
Middle School
Dr. Cynthia McCarty, Principal, Cerritos 
Elementary School
Ms. Kristine Siegal, Principal, Glenoaks 
Elementary School
Ms. Carmen Labrecque, Principal, Edison 
Elementary School
Ms. Lena Richter, Principal, Balboa 
Elementary School
Ms. Christin Walley, Principal, Fremont 
Elementary School
Ms. Victoria Atikian, Assistant Director, 
Special Projects, Intercultural Education, and 
Professional Development Programs
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Rosemont’s Shannon Kracker 
receives Delmonte Award

Shannon Kracker has been an English teacher at Rosemont Middle 
School since 1999. She serves on her school’s Focus On Results 
team, instructional cabinet, is the Rosemont English department 
chair, has provided school site professional development, co-
facilitates California Junior Scholarship Federation (CJSF), helps 
out with site committees, recognizes her colleagues monthly during 
social committee shout outs, always recognizes her students for 
Spartan of the Month, and coordinated a huge Haiti fundraiser school 
wide to help Doctors without Borders.

Shannon nominates others for their good deeds while taking a back 
seat for all of her own hard work, a true testament to the teaching 
profession. Rosemont principal Dr. Michele Doll said, “She is an 
amazing teacher, respected by all of her colleagues and is highly 
regarded by parents.”

Left to right: Board Member Christine Walters, Board Member Joylene Wagner, mom 
Sharon Estrada, Shannon Kracker, dad Ernest Estrada, husband Christopher Kracker, 
sister Heather Characky, Rosemont teacher Jody Mottern, Asst. Superintendent Dr. 
Kathy Thorossian, and Rosemont Principal Dr. Michele Doll. Children: Carli Characky, 
Mackenzie Characky and Ruby Mottern (in stroller).

The 45th Annual PNMA of GHS
Glendale High School student Shant Alvandyan was the winner in 
this year’s Pat Navolanic Memorial Award. This year mark’s the 45th 
annual awarding of what has become the most prestigious honor 
given to a Glendale High School senior. To be considered for this 
award, one has to maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0, show leadership 
and athletic prowess, volunteer in the community, and have an out-
standing character.

Pat’s story was amazing. He had set upon a career in medicine; he 
had taken the most challenging classes at GHS and never earned 
less than an “A.” The most signifi cant aspects of his high school 
career were his personal drive for excellence and his unique ability 
to lead by example. Pat won many awards during his senior year at 
GHS

Upon graduation, Pat received a four-year scholarship to Stanford 
University. There, he became fascinated with French customs and 
seized the opportunity through Stanford to study near Paris, France. 
It was in France during the Christmas holidays in 1965 that Pat died 
at 20. His death was blamed on gas leaking from a faulty heater. His 
story has inspired generations of GHS students to achieve beyond 
their imagined limitations.

Finalists to this year’s PNMA award, from left to right: Katrina Sher, Shant, Elizabeth 
Sovakian, Lyolya Hovhannisyan, and Edward Karapetyan.

Four Glendale elementary schools were awarded the California Distinguished School award this year. 
They are Edison, Franklin, Jefferson, and Valley View.

The California Distinguished School Celebration was held at the  Disneyland theme park on June 4, 
2010. Principals Dr. Kelly King of Edison, Stephen Williams of Franklin, Greg Mooshagian of Jefferson, 
and Carla Walker of Valley View, and their staff, along with Deputy Superintendent Dr. Richard Sheehan 
attended this event.

Glendale schools join in Distinguished Schools 
celebration at Disneyland

Franklin staff 
and students 

take a break to 
celebrate

On May 26, 2010, Franklin 
Elementary School celebrated 
Spriti Day as well as their accom-
plishments in the past two years.

Franklin principal Stephen 
Williams said, “Every student and 
staff member received a distin-
guished school t-shirt and posed 
for pictures to commemorate this 
event.”

More photos may be viewed on 
their  website at: www.franklin-
gusd.net.
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The 24th annual Math Field Day competition was held April 17, 
2010 at La Crescent Elementary School. Over 240 students were 
involved in solving challenging math problems in Algebra, Geometry, 
Statistics, Probability, Problem Solving and Mental Math.

Each school sent a team of four students from 4th - 6th grades.  
These students are then re-assigned to a new team of four from 
the same grade level but representing different schools. The 
teams consist of two girls and two boys and are ethnically and 
demographically balanced.

The top scoring students in Individual Problem Solving and Mental 
Math were presented awards and moved on to compete at the 
County Math Field Day held by Los Angles Unifi ed School District. 
This event will be held Saturday, June 5th at Wilson Middle School 
with over 30 school districts competing against each other.

Left: Math Field Day winners, from left to right: Eunice O of Keppel, Daniella Yoon 
of Mountain Avenue, Zexres Bhadha of Mountain Avenue, and Zachery Johnson of 
Fremont.

Math Field Day winners declared

Keppel fi fth grade teacher April Faieta’s class placed third in the 
Siemens We Can Change the World challenge; offi cial results 
were posted on May 24, 2010. April’s class, named Team Green 
Allowance, submitted a video suggesting how kids can work with 
parents to help conserve our resources. The video is currently 
posted at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-bsOp2beiE.

The challenge allows students to become agents to infl uence others 
to be more responsible for the environment and its future. Air water 
soil, animals, and coastlines are some of the issues that threaten our 
global environment.

Keppel’s Team Green Allowance 
places third

CVHS hosts CV CAN Special 
Olympics

On May 1, 2010, Crescenta Valley High School’s Susan Osborne 
Field became the venue for the second annual Crescenta Valley 
Community is Committed to Athletic Needs (CV CAN) Special 
Olympics. Over 300 people volunteered to be barbecue chefs, ref-
erees, and timers while they cheered for each event. The Crescenta 
Valley Sheriff’s Station and the LA County Fire Department pre-
sented the medals.

One hundred fi fty athletes competed in events such as: the 50 and 
100-yard run/walk, softball throw, bocce, and long jump. This year’s 
event was a great success and the athletes can’t wait until next year’s 
Special Olympics.

College View School’s annual silent auction was held on May 21, 
2010 at the campus. They have this auction every year to help raise 
funds for the school’s needs.

That same evening, College View unveiled their new Therapy Room. 
This room will be used by all of the therapists (i.e., speech, vision, 
occupational, physical, etc...) that serve College View’s kids, as well 
as teachers and assistants. Leadership Glendale did the labor (paint-
ing, cleaning, unpacking and setting up the room). The Chime Choir 
from ARC- (Activities for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities) 
entertained visitors with their outstanding performances.

Students bring music to College 
View’s silent auction

R.D. White Elementary’s fi rst 
annual art exhibit

R.D. White Elementary had their 
fi rst annual art exhibit on May 
12, 2010 at their school featur-
ing artwork by their very own 
students.

The students were excited 
showing off their handiwork to 
their parents and other guests. 
They hope this turns out to be 
an ongoing tradition.
Emma Howes shows off her work during 
the exhibit.

NCUST award for Mann Elementary

NCUST Executive Director Dr. Joseph Johnson, Jr., with Mann Elementary’s Instructional 
Leadership Team, teacher specialist Ana Tam, teacher Roxanne O’Rourke, teacher Hury 
Babayan, and teacher Monika Nazari, principal Rosa Alonso, and Glendale Schools 
Deputy Superintendent Dr. Richard Sheehan.
The National Center for Urban School Transformation (NCUST) 
awarded Horace Mann Elementary School for meeting its criteria as 
having a high number of low-income students, test results must be 
better than the state average on required assessments, and show 
little or no achievement gap between demographic groups of stu-
dents. All schools must have high attendance rates, low suspension 
and expulsion rates, high graduation rates, and exceed the federal 
government’s NCLB Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for at least the 
past two years, along with other evidence of student success.

NCUST is dedicated to identifying, studying, and promoting the best 
practices of America’s highest achieving urban schools in a manner 
that supports urban districts in transforming teaching and learning.
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Muir Elementary students visit the Glendale Public Works department
On May 13, 2010, the fi rst 
grade classes from John 
Muir Elementary  went on a 
fi eld trip to tour the Glendale 
Public Works department. 
Students learned about the 
inner workings of the public 
works system.

Some of the things the 
students learned: how con-
crete and asphalt are made 
and laid out; how trees and 
roots are cut and lifted; how 
road signs are made; and 
how the pipes and sewage 
system works. They also 
‘touched’ equipment and 
tried on hard hats.Muir fi rst grade students watch how a road sign is made.

Letter from the White House
In February, R.D. White teacher 
Wendy Smith’s second grad-
ers wrote to President Barrack 
Obama to wish him a Happy 
President’s Day. They also 
wanted to inform him about their 
school’s efforts in helping Haiti by 
raising $1,837 from their Valentine 
lollipop sale. The children asked 
the President what his pets are 
like, how he spends time with his 
family, what his favorite foods are, 
and what they can do to become 
more eco-friendly at home and 
school, and how they can make a 
positive difference in the world.

When they returned from Spring 
Break, a large envelope was 
waiting for them; in it was the 
President’s response and a pic-
ture of his dog Bo, along with 
an autographed picture of the 
President himself! Ms. Smith’s 
second graders have the letter 
and pictures proudly displayed in 
their classroom.

BurgerFest 2010
Every year, Dr. Michael Escalante, 
the Superintendent’s Group, and 
the Board of Education holds the 
Annual BurgestFest one day during 
the week of Classifi ed Employees 
Appreciation Week to show their 
appreciation to the District’s clas-
sifi ed staff. They grill hamburgers 
in the alley by the docking area 
behind the administration building. 

This year, the BurgerFest was held 
on Tuesday, May 25, 2010, with the 
help of Agnes Lally and her staff at 
Food Services. Great food and a 
good time was had by all.

Robert Aslanian, Food Services driver, 
with Board member Joylene Wagner, 
served as this year’s grillmasters during 
the BurgerFest.

Top right: Sahak Abrahamyan of Theresa Francisco’s class check to 
see how big a garbage truck’s tires really are.

Adelante Latinos continues to 
advance; Dr. Escalante honored

The 7th Annual Adelante Latinos awards assembly was held on May 
23, 2010 at the Daily High School quadrangle. This program honors 
graduating Latino students from all fi ve Glendale high schools who 
have maintained a GPA of 3.0 or higher throughout their four years 
in high school. This year, 123 students were honored, the highest 
number since this program was incepted.

Dr. Michael Escalante, Superintendent of Glendale Schools, received 
the Association of Latino Administrators and Superintendents (ALAS) 
Award at the ceremony for his ongoing commitment to support-
ing and honoring high achieving seniors of Hispanic descent in the 
Glendale Unifi ed School District.

Dr. Michael Escalante, Superintendent of Glendale Schools, delivers his message of 
encouragement and congratulations to Adelante Latinos awards recipients.

Cerritos Elementary kindergarten students from Margaret Poznick, Pearl Hernandez and 
Roselia Kamiya’s classes performed “First Grade, First Grade!” (to the tune of “New York, 
New York.”) in dedication to Mrs. Poznick, who is retiring.

Cerritos kindergartners bid teacher 
good-bye


