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Message from Dr. Escalante
We must try not to sink beneath our anguish... but battle on.  ~J.K. Rowling

It is that time of year again – that time when all of our relentless hard work is 
measured and judged in the form of a standardized test, and we all get to be 
held accountable for our efforts through this measure.

We may not like the process or believe that the results yield the true knowl-
edge level of our students; however this is the process that we all must follow. 
This being said, I have never worried about our students’ performance on these 
exams. The teachers and staff in Glendale Unifi ed have a history of meeting 
and exceeding any challenge, and I am confi dent that even in this most uncer-
tain time, you will do what is best for the students in helping them to reach their 
individual potentials.

As most of you know, we will be welcoming Dr. Jennifer Earl as the new principal at 
Hoover High School to offi cially start on July 1, 2010. With this internal movement, we 
have a tremendous opportunity to offer shared experiences between high school cam-
puses. This being said, I would like to announce the latest changes in our GUSD family:

Dr. Christopher Coulter
An experienced Associate Principal at Crescenta Valley High School, Dr. Coulter brings 
with him a wealth of curricular and organizational knowledge as he joins the Hoover 
High School family as their Associate Principal.

Michael Bertram
Mr. Bertram, a veteran Assistant Principal in Burbank Unifi ed, joined the Glendale High 
School family in 2008 as an Assistant Principal. He brings his experience and expertise 
in operational and knowledge to the Crescenta Valley High School family as their new 
Associate Principal.

William Sterling

Administrative Changes

After a second mediation meeting 
between the GUSD negotiations team 
and the GTA negotiations team, on 
Friday, April 16, 2010, it is with great 
pleasure that the Glendale Unifi ed 
School District announces that a ten-
tative agreement has been reached 
between GUSD and GTA through 
June 2013. Upon ratifi cation by the 
union membership and the Board of 
Education, the contract agreement 
will take effect immediately after rati-
fi cation. The contract details are as 
follows:

Calendar – The next two years 
(2010-2011 and 2011-2012) will 
remain on a traditional calendar.
Release Time – A total of 50 
released days per year will be 
allotted to the Glendale Teachers 
Association (up from 25 days) and 
released time for union offi cers at a 
reduced rate.
Furlough Days – (3 instructional, 
2 non-instructional days with the 
exception of June 21, 2010): 2009 
– 10 (1 day, Monday, June 21, 
2010); 2010 – 11 (5 days, TBD by 
May 15, 2010; 2011 – 12 (5 days, 
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Continued on page 3, Negotiations

Negotiations Update

Clark students 
test lobsters for 
contaminants

Clark Magnet School students Yeprem Chavdarian 
(left) and Arpi Arutyunyan (right) replace seals on 
the containers they will use for heavy metals analy-
sis. (Story of page 2.)Greg Krikorian is this year’s Board President

Glendale Schools’ Board of Education members 
shifted their positions at the annual Board of 
Education re-organizational meeting on April 20, 
2010, to the following capacity:

Greg Krikorian, President
Joylene Wagner, Vice President
Christine Walters, Clerk
Nayiri Nahabedian, Member
Mary Boger, MemberThis year’s Board of Education president 

Greg Krikorian (left) and outgoing presi-
dent Mary Boger (right).

Right: Michael Bertram’s family, front row, left 
to right: sons Alex and Steven; back row, left to 
right: daughter Molly, wife Lynn, Michael, son 
Nathaniel, and daughter Dakota.

Mr. Sterling has been a wonderful part of the 
Hoover High School family as veteran Assistant 
Principal. He brings with him his vast knowledge 
of the inner high school workings including 
athletics and technology to the Glendale High 
School family.
Please join me in welcoming each of these lead-
ers to their new school sites!
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City holds Annual Students-in-
Government Day

Student Advisory Council mem-
bers from each of the District’s 
high schools participated in 
the City of Glendale’s 2nd 
Annual Students in Government 
Day, hosted by Glendale City 
Council Member John Drayman, 
on March 31, 2010. Council 
Member Drayman was joined 
by fellow Council Member 
Laura Friedman, City Clerk Ardy 
Kassakhian, and City Treasurer 
Ronald Borucki.

Coordinating this fi eld trip 
to City Hall was Community 
Relations Coordinator Zizette 
Mullins. Students had submit-
ted questions and each ques-
tion was answered by Deputy 
City Manager Yasmin Beers, 
City Attorney Scott Howard, 
Fire Chief Harold Scoggins, 
Community Services and Parks’ 
Director George Chapjian, 
Director of Public Works 
Steve Zurn, Glendale Police 
Captain Lief Nicolaisen, Library 
Director Cindy Cleary, GWP 
Director Glenn Steiger, Director 
of Development Services 
Philip Lanzafame, Director of 
Information Services Ed Fraga, 
Interim Director of Community 
Development and Housing Jess 
Duran, Finance Director Bob 

Hoover High student Erin Min and 
Crescenta Valley High students Geena 
Wheeler and Jordan Eberhart listen as they 
are briefed by Lief Nicolaisen (standing). Dr. 
Sheehan observes in the background.

Clark Magnet High student Yeprem 
Chavdarian does a pre-dive check on the 
ROV.

On March 30, 2010, 21 stu-
dents from Clark Magnet High 
School’s Marine Science 
Research class/ROP Robotics 
took part in a fi eld trip to the 
Institute for Integrated Research 
in Materials, Environments and 
Society (IIRMES) at CSU Long 
Beach to test local lobster for 
contamination.

The project, a joint collaboration 
between EMAX Laboratories 
and IIRMES, was organized by 
Clark Magnet teacher Dominique 
Evans-Bye.

The lobster for this study was 
collected by Sheriff’s Search and 
Recovery divers. During fi eld 
work, students used a VideoRay 
Pro 3 remotely operated vehicle 
(ROV) to document lobster in 
their natural habitat.

At IIRMES, Microanalytical 
Technicians Mary Blasius and 
Andrew Hamilton trained and 
supervised the students through-
out the testing of tissue samples 
for a suite of organic and inor-
ganic contaminants.

Students will use the results to 
create Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) maps of contami-
nant levels of lobsters throughout 
Los Angeles County.

Previous class projects have 
shown the lobster in the LA 
Harbor to be high in arsenic and 
mercury.

This study will illustrate the extent 
of contaminant biomagnifi cation 
along our local coastline in the 
California spiny lobster, Panulirus 
interruptus.

Clark Magnet students help create GIS maps for Los Angeles County

As part of a writing project, 
Mountain Avenue kindergartners 
in Ashley Sparks’ class wrote to 
the local sheriffs. Some of their 
quotes are: get the bad guys; I 
want to be a police offi cer; thank 
you for helping those who had to 
evacuate; thank you for being so 
nice to Ms.Sparks; thank you for 
stopping the burglars.
Ms. Sparks said, “I have never seen 
such happy sheriffs as the day I 
delivered these cards! They came 
out of the back rooms excitedly and 
started reading away. It was truly 
touching!”

Mountain Avenue kindergartners 
write to the local sheriff

R.D. White’s published poets

In March 2010, R.D. White teacher Wendy Smith’s second grad-
ers entered the National Schools Project’s annual poetry contest in 
hopes for their writing to be published in the Young American Digest.  
The National School Project was established in 1994 and is designed 
to share students’ talents with others, supply a national audience for 
student writing, and provide a publishing opportunity for young poets. 
This year’s contest theme was Haiku.

Wendy’s students worked hard at writing Haiku and traditional 
poems, and in return, the following students’ poems will be pub-
lished in the 2010 edition of the Young American Digest this fall: 
Avo Arabetyan, Milena Asatryan, Alexis Axinte, Nate Bush, Ralph 
Cole, Nonie Cozzalio, Michael Dadayan, Emily DerAvanessian, Tony 
Esposito, Jose Figueroa, Jessica Galan, Marjina Haque, Ricardo 
Huerta, Cynthia Mehrabi, Razmik Petrossian, Eric Sakoian, Alissa 
Salazar, Julie Yemenian, and Albert Zurabyan.

R.D. White Elementary’s published poets.

Eliana Haah (left) and Aaron Strong (right), 
show off their letter and picture before 
sending them off to the sheriffs.

Elliott, and Director of Human 
Resources Matt Doyle.

Students had the opportunity to 
question each City department 
representative a variety of topics 
ranging from area responsibility, 
cable car access, library access 
and even City/District coopera-
tion. Students were particularly 
curious about the career paths 
that led council members to their 
current seats. Each City rep-
resentative was generous with 
his/her time and their expertise. 
Students left the event having 
learned a little more about gov-
ernmental operations and are 
more appreciative of what it takes 
to run a city.

CSBA sponsors Save Our Future 
briefi ng

Mary Boger (above) and Dr. Richard 
Sheehan (below) address the delegates.

The California School Board 
Association (CSBA) Region 
23 sponsored an education 
briefi ng on April 24, 2010 at 
San Gabriel High School in 
Alhambra to call upon our 
state’s legislatures to help 
fi ght for California children’s 
education.

The forum, titled ‘Save Our 
Future: California’s Public 
Education,’ was attended by 
our own Glendale Schools 
board member and CSBA vice 
president Mary Boger and our 
deputy superintendent Dr. 
Richard Sheehan, in addition 
to speakers Rep. Judy Chu 
(D-Calif.), Assemblyman Ed 
Hernandez (D-West Covina), 
and Assemblyman Mike Eng 
(D-Monterey Park).
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Swimming through Edison

An under-the-sea theme was enjoyed by all during Edison 
Elementary’s Open House on April 1, 2010.

Above: Students show off their 
creativity during Crazy Hair Day 
at Edison Elementary. Right: 
Edison Principal Dr. Kelly King 
with Delmonte Award recipient 
and Edison teacher Kevin Reilly 
showing off his plaque and his 
up-do.

Participants of Leadership Glendale 2010 gather at the new ampitheatre of Hoover High 
School.

Glendale Schools educates new 
community leadersTBD); 2012 – 13 (5 days, TBD).

Health Benefi ts
GTA will designate representatives to begin CECHER training 
prior to April 30, 2010. GUSD, GTA, CSMA, and GSMA will 
begin a series of trainings on methods to contain benefi ts costs.
(CECHER – California Education Coalition for Health Care 
Reform is an organization comprised of every major school sup-
port organization to provide training sessions to districts wanting 
to learn more about controlling health care costs)
Effective July 1, 2010,the following tenthly employee contribu-
tions to health benefi ts  shall take effect: PPO Family $150.00; 
PPO Two Party $75.00; PPO Single $30.00; HMO Family 
$75.00; HMO Two Party $37.50; HMO Single $15.00.
If the fi nal health benefi t rates for 2010-2011 increase more 
than 10% above the 2009-2010 rates, member contributions 
shall be increased by 50% to $225, $112.50, $45, $112.50, 
$56.25, $22.50 respectively.
If the fi nal health benefi t rates in any subsequent year increase 
by more than 10% over the previous school year member 
deductions shall be increased by 50% over the member 
contributions for the previous year.

•
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-
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Negotiations, continued from page 1

Thank you to the Kiwanis Fil-Am 
group

Kiwanis Fil-Am President Delilah 
Dijamco presented a check for 
$2,355 to the District to be used 
for irrigation and plants at Pacifi c 
Avenue Educational Center 
(PAEC) during the April 20, 2010 
Board of Education meeting.

This same group planted trees, 
fl owers, and shrubbery at the 
PAEC site in April 2008.
Left: Delilah Dijamco presents a check 
to Glendale Schools Board of Education 
President Mary Boger during the April 20, 
2010 Board meeting.

Three teams from Crescenta Valley High School, consisting of 
Engineering students, take the top three spots in the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory’s (JPL) Invention Challenge Bridge Building contest. 
Twenty Southern California schools participated in the contest.

The challenge was to build bridges made from paper or cardboard 
that could withstand the most weight for fi ve seconds. CV’s teams 
cleverly designed their bridge using triangles.

Crescenta Valley High Builds 
Bridges

Above: Crescenta Valley Engineering students were recognized during the April 20, 2010 
Board of Education meeting.

BRAVO to Glendale teachers
The Music Center recognizes 
outstanding teachers of the arts 
as well as non-arts teachers 
who incorporate the arts in their 
lessons. High school teachers 
Kelly Palmer of Glendale, Sarah 
Wiggins of Crescenta Valley, and 
Allison Stewart of Hoover were 
recently nominated and recog-
nized by the Los Angeles Music 
Center. Wiggins and Stewart 
were Teacher Finalists.

Above: Board member Christine Walters 
(left), presenting Kelly Palmer (center) and 
Sarah Wiggins (right) their certifi cate of 
recognition during the April 20, 2010 Board 
meeting.
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Survivor: Verdugo 
Woodlands

Verdugo Woodlands 
students faced off 
during their Survivor 
Challenge fund-
raiser on April 2, 
2010. The kids went 
through an obstacle 
course of events 
like the crab crawl, 
sack race, push 
ups, skateboard 
slalom, treacherous 
tires, spider web, 
one-foot hop, tunnel 
crawl, and more.

On March 19, the Glendale High School 
(GHS) Chamber Choir, with Vocal Music and 
Handbell Director Grace Sheldon-Williams, 
participated in a national music festival 
sponsored by Heritage Festivals. They 
received a Gold rating, which is equivalent 
to an “A.”

GHS alumnus Justin Bills, choir director at 
Salem Hills High School in Salem, Utah, 
attended the same festival with two of his 
choirs. They also did well. Justin (class of 
2001) was Sheldon’s student director during 
his senior year at GHS.

Above: GHS Chamber Choir with Grace Sheldon-Williams 
at the 2010 Heritage Festival in LA.

GHS sings for gold

Glendale High School French teacher Cindy 
Ravitz took her class to a trip to Paris to allow 
her students the opportunity to speak the lan-
guage they are learning in a “real life” setting. 

They saw in person the monuments and art-
work that they have only seen on pages in 
a book. They also experienced the culture, 
food, and setting that many never get the 
chance to do.

Above: Glendale High School’s French class students pose 
at the base of the Eiffel Tower during their fi eld trip to Paris.

GHS’ rendezvous in 
Paris

Tornadoes take New 
York by storm

Hoover High School music teacher Elizabeth 
Richey took the Hoover Choir to New York 
City from April 8 through 12. They performed 
a variety of literature for the arts community 
of New York City.

This trip helped the students gain an under-
standing of the relationship between music 
and culture.

After their performance, Ms. Richey took 
her choir group to watch the Broadway play 
Promises, Promises.

Above: The Hoover High choir in front of the theater in 
New York City.

We are all survivors
Armenian Clubs from 
Clark Magnet, Crescenta 
Valley, Daily, Glendale, 
and Hoover High Schools 
put a variety show 
together on April 21, 2010 
at the Glendale High audi-
torium to commemorate 
Armenian Genocide.

There were performances, 
a slide show presentation 
and art work, all done by 
Glendale students.

Above: T-shirts were 
sold to help raise 
funds for future club 
events.

The Glendale Unifi ed School District would 
like to recognize the following individuals 
for their outstanding service to our students 
over the years, and congratulate them on 
their retirements!
Maureen Anami: Maureen was hired in 
2000 as a Grounds Supervisor at Facility & 
Support Operations (FASO). In 2002, she 
was promoted to Regional Maintenance 
Supervisor until 2006 when she was 
promoted to FASO Assistant Director. In 
2007, she was promoted to FASO Director 
and will be completing her 10th year with 
Glendale School District.
Linda Evans: Linda was hired in 1973 
as a teacher at Rosemont Middle School 
then moved to Crescenta Valley High 
as a teacher, then became dean of stu-
dents, assistant principal, co-principal of 
Curriculum & Instruction then, the principal 
in 2006-2007 where she has been ever 
since. This year will complete her 36th 
year as an educator and leader in Glendale 
Schools.
Janice Hanada: Janice was hired as a 
teacher at Mann Elementary School in 
1974. In 1986, she became what was 
known as an ESL specialist, then a teacher 
specialist staff development trainer until 
she became the principal at Verdugo 
Woodlands in 1993. She moved to become 
the principal of Cerritos Elementary School 
in 2001 where she is today. This year will 
complete her 35th year as an educator and 
leader in the Glendale School District.
Susan Hunt: Susan was hired in 1996 
as a Community Resource Specialist. 
She was promoted to Supervisor, Project 
TACT (Teenage Alcohol Curtailment 
Team) in 2003 and in 2004 she moved to 
Coordinator, Employment/Development 
Business Partnerships. This year will com-
plete her 13th year in the Glendale Unifi ed 

School District.
Joanna Junge: Joanna was hired as 
a teacher in 1972 at Mann Elementary 
School; she taught at Franklin then Edison 
Elementary Schools, as well. She became 
an ESL/bilingual teacher specialist in 1985, 
the principal at Edison Elementary School 
in 1991 and then became a categorical 
coordinator III for Instructional Support/
Intercultural in 1998, which was renamed 
Intercultural Education/Curriculum in 2001. 
In 2004, she was appointed director of 
Special Projects/Intercultural Education 
and has since remained in that offi ce. This 
year completes her 35 years of service to 
Glendale Schools.
Hank Paz: Hank was hired as a teacher 
at Hoover High School in 1974. He came 
to the District offi ce as a coordinator of 
attendance in 1990, and in 1992 became 
coordinator of Attendance & Guidance. 
In 1997, the title was changed to coor-
dinator, Attendance & Welfare, and in 
2005, changed to Coordinator of Student 
Services. In 2008, Hank was named the 
Director of Student Support Services and 
he will be completing year number 36 with 
the Glendale School District at the end of 
this year.
Linda Russo-Milano: Linda was hired as a 
principal at Monte Vista Elementary School 
in 1986. In 1993, she became the principal 
at Franklin until 2002 when she moved from 
Franklin to principal at Balboa Elementary 
School. Linda will be completing her 24th 
year with Glendale Schools this year.
Anita Tetrault: Anita was hired as a 
coordinator III for Categorical Programs 
in 1994. She then moved to Instructional 
Support in 1997, and in 2004, she became 
the Director, Early Education & Extended 
Learning Programs. This year will complete 
her 16th year in Glendale Schools.

Retiring Administrators

Third graders in Sheila Treston-Abranian’s class Juliet 
Saakian (left) and Angel Lao (right).

Third grader Kaylin Lo from 
Mrs. Abranian’s class.


