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Message from Dr. Escalante
“Strength does not come from physical capacity.

It comes from an indomitable will.”

~Mahatma Gandhi

As we enter the fi nal stretch of the 2009-2010 school year, it is critical that 
we take some time to refuel as our current fi scal crisis has been taxing on us 
in every possible way. Please know that we continue to work to fi nd ways to 
save positions and battle against the fi nancial cuts that are consuming our 
entire organization.

Still, as hard as this time has been on all of us, remember the toll it has also 
taken on our students. Each student has only one opportunity to go through 
our system of education – one opportunity to learn what they need to know 
to be successful. Much of their success pivots on our abilities to ignore the 
hard realities going on around us in order to provide them with the best that 
we have. This being said, take this next week to get some much needed rest 
and relaxation.  Recharge yourselves so that when you return you are able 
to fi nd it in yourselves to be the rock that you need to be to ensure that these 
students get the high level of quality education that you have to offer.

On Wednesday, March 24, 2010, a 
mediation session was conducted 
between the GUSD Negotiations 
team and the GTA Negotiations team.  
The mediation session was facilitated 
by a state approved mediator as a 
result of the District’s declaration 
of impasse on February 3, 2010. 
The mediation session started at 9 
a.m. and lasted for approximately 7 
hours. Throughout the course of the 
day, the teams remained in separate 
rooms at the administration center 
and the mediator shuttled back and 
forth between the teams in an effort 
to reach an agreement. At the end 
of the day the mediator was faced 
with the decision to set another date 
for a second mediation session or to 
declare the parties too far apart and 
grant a certifi cation for fact-fi nding.  
The mediator made the decision to 
schedule another date as he felt fur-
ther progress could be made. The 
second mediation session has been 
scheduled for Friday, April 16, 2010.

Muir fi rst graders are all a-fl utter Negotiations update
Kindergarten and fi rst grade classes at Muir 
Elementary have been studying different elements 
of the egg-caterpillar-chrysallis-butterfl y stages.

Each day, students observed the real life changes 
and monitored their growth until the students 
released the butterfl ies in the Muir garden on April 
2 when they emerged.

Above: Muir Elementary fi rst grade stu-
dent Caitleen Aventura, in Ms. Nahigian’s 
class, writes in her Life-Cycles-of-A-
Butterfl y journal.

Left: Gohar Karapetyan, Joshua Perrin, 
and Alexa Lopez Torres take a close look 
at a butterfl y that landed on their teacher 
Ms. Annette Austin’s hand, one of many 
released at the Muir garden.

‘Every-15-minutes’ 
program continues to 
reach out to teens in 

Glendale Unifi ed

Students at Crescenta Valley High School react 
as they watch the aftermath of an accident scene 
involving teens unfold before them. (Story on 
page 2.)
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Students’ work 
gets published

Ooligan Press announces the 
second release of the second 
edition of Classroom Publishing: 
A Practical Guide for Teachers, 
in which they will publish the work 
of tenth graders at Clark Magnet 
High School. The fi rst edition 
of Classroom Publishing was 
released in 1992.

History students of Clark Magnet 
teachers Jennifer and Chris Davis 
created an online collection of 
oral histories from members of 
the La Crescenta community.

The students’ work was submit-
ted to and was promptly used by 
Ooligan Press in its new book for 
teachers.

According to Jennifer, “This is a 
compendium of many teachers’ 
projects with student publishing.  
Chris’ and my teaching appear in 
a section of the book, as well as 
lessons of other teachers from 
around the country.”

Glendale Water & Power’s Nalini 
Lasiewicz has been working with 
Keppel Elementary teacher April 
Faieta and her students over 
the past month with their Solar, 
Green Allowance, and Census 
2010 projects. Several of the stu-
dents have also volunteered to 
help with GWP’s outreach efforts 
at two community events.

Over the next month, Nalini will 
try to contact all the schools in 
Glendale to seek out faculty that 
might be interested in current 
and upcoming GWP educational 
programs.

At March’s City Council meeting, 
April’s students presented their 

Glendale High School wins 2010 Scholastic Bowl

Left, from left to right: Amberly Simpson, 
David Vartanyan, Georgia Moos, Kier 
Groulx and Christine Garibian.

Glendale High School was the 
overall winner of this year’s 
Scholastic Bowl emceed by TV 
weatherman Fritz Coleman. 
Crescenta Valley High School 
won the essay portion of the 
competition. Congratulations to 
our winners and all of our stellar 
Glendale Unifi ed students.

Toll Elementary students had 
the wonderful opportunity to see 
world renowned Egyptologist 
Dr. Kara Cooney, who visited 
the campus on March 25, 2010. 
Kara was able to visit Toll via the 
partnership they have with the 
Glendale Sunrise Rotary Club 
which has been providing exciting 
speakers to Toll students for the 
last two years.

Kara is an Assistant Professor of 
Egyptian Art and Architecture at 
UCLA. She is currently working 
on a new comparative archae-
ology series entitled Out of 
Egypt that began airing on the 
Discovery Channel last August. 
For more information, go to http://
www.karacooney.com/.

Egyptologist 
visits Toll

Keppel Elementary students power up

Keppel Elementary teacher April Faieta and her class.

Photo from http://www.karacooney.com
Above: Dr. Kara Cooney’s photo used in her 
show on the History channel.

Three free workshops are being offered by the Glendale Water & 
Power for Glendale teachers: the Solar Thermal Workshop on 
April 28, 2010, from 3:30 - 6:30 p.m.; the Advanced Solar Projects 
on April 28, 2010, from 7 - 8 p.m.; and the Solar Electric Workshop 
on April 29, 2010, from 3:30 - 6:30 p.m. Workshops will be held at 
Glendale Water & Power, Perkins Community Room #118 (Plaza 
Level), 141 N. Glendale Avenue, Glendale.

Workshops are open to K-12 educators. Lesson plans will be pro-
vided for different grade levels and subject areas. Glendale teach-
ers attending the Solar Thermal and Solar Electric Workshops will 
receive a special Teaching Solar Starter Set.

Space is limited, pre-registration is required at www.solarschool-
house.org or call Dena at 925.408.7208. For more information 
about the workshops, contact Nalini Lasiewicz at 818. 548.3870.

Above: Book cover of Classroom Publishing: 
A Practical Guide for Teachers

Census video campaign project encouraging everyone to partici-
pate and be counted. The video is currently being aired on Charter 
Cable Channel 15 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99.

Every year, the Every 15 Minutes 
program is played out for high 
schools in Glendale. Students 
are recruited to act in scenes 
that show juniors and seniors the 
aftermath of a vehicular accident 
involving teens and alcohol.

This project is a collaborative 
effort of the LA County Sheriff’s 
Department, the Glendale Fire 
Department, the Los Angeles 
County Coroner’s Offi ce, local 

Every-15-Minutes, a joint project for teens

health professionals, Crescenta 
Valley High School staff, and the 
Glendale school district.

Above: An ‘accident victim’ being taken 
away by the coroners.

Above: Teens involved in an ‘accident’ 
caused by a drunk driver wait for help to 
arrive. Scene shows a passenger ‘dead’ in 
the back seat.
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Students from Crescenta Valley High put a video clip together to 
invite President Obama to be the honorary guest at their graduation 
ceremony.

The students were inspired to put this video together as an entry to 
the White House’s contest to have President Barrack Obama speak 
at their high school graduation this spring. To view this video, go to: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SaKUU6jX1Q.

CV students invite President to 
graduation ceremony

Glendale School Associated 
Student Body (ASB) Director 
Mary Hazlett recently informed 
us that former Glendale High 
School ASB President and GUSD 
Student Board Member Henrietta 
Movsessian is now serving as an 
offi cial intern for Senator Barbara 
Boxer!

Henrietta started her assignment 
on March 22, 2010 in Senator 
Boxer’s San Diego offi ce and is 
grateful for all the support, guid-
ance and education she received 
from GUSD. It has made a differ-
ence in the world.”

Henrietta Movsessian during her days as 
a Student Board Member of the Glendale 
Schools Board of Education.

Former board 
member 

continues public 
service work

Mountain Avenue School 
teacher Amber Hall was named 
2010 Outstanding Member by 
her colleagues in the Gamma 
Lambda chapter of The Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society 
International.

Hall received her award at the 
Area IX Spring Festival held at 
The Castaway Restaurant in 
Burbank on March 20, 2010.

Hall has taught sixth grade at 
Mountain Avenue Elementary 
for twelve years. In recognition 
of her excellence in teaching and 
outstanding dedication to her 
students, the offi ce of Senator 
Dianne Feinstein presented her 
with a fl ag that had been fl own 
over the U.S. Capitol Building in 
Washington D.C.

Hall is very familiar with 
Washington D.C. as she has 
taken her sixth graders there 10 
times. She loves to make history 
and government come alive for 
her students.

Hall has a Bachelor’s degree 

Amber Hall named Outstanding 
Member by women’s education 

association
from the University of California 
at Santa Barbara and received 
her teaching credential through 
Occidental College. She also 
earned a Master’s Degree in 
Educational Administration from 
California State University at 
Northridge.

Hall is a fourth generation 
teacher and is married to a 
teacher who is a second gen-
eration teacher. She has three 
sons.

On March 25, Mann Elementary 
School celebrated their annual 
Jump Rope for Heart event. 
Mann’s school nurse Linda Jones 
organizes this event as a fund-
raiser for the American Heart 
Association. She also hopes to 
raise awareness of the impor-
tance of eating healthy and get-
ting plenty of exercise.

Students who donated $5 or more 
received a heart with their name 
displayed on the offi ce “wall of 
fame.”

Mann jumps for 
heart

Wall of Fame at the Mann offi ce.

Mann students determined to help raise 
funds for American Heart Association.

Katie Warren selected as Discovery 
Education Instructor

Education Technology and 
Information Services (ETIS) 
Teacher Specialist Katie 
Warren was named a Discovery 
Education Certifi ed Instructor. 
In this role, Warren will provide 
effective professional develop-
ment to educators across the 
nation, teaching the strategies 
and techniques educators need 
to integrate the latest educational 
technologies and digital content 
into their curriculum and improve 
student academic achievement.  
Discovery Education networks 
include Discovery Channel, 
Science Channel and Animal 
Planet.

Warren began her teaching 
career in 1989; she joined 
GUSD in 2001 as a Technology 
Teacher Specialist for Glenoaks 
Elementary School and moved 
to ETIS in 2002. Previously, 

Mountain Avenue teacher Amber Hall.

Warren taught for the Arcadia and 
South Pasadena Unifi ed School 
Districts.

ETIS Teacher Specialist and Discovery 
Education Instructor Katie Warren.

Verdugo Woodlands Elementary Music teacher Dr. Kay Ladanyi conducting at the 
Elementary Instrumental Honors Music Festival on March 19, 2010.

Honors Orchestra fi lls Glendale’s 
night skies with music
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Your day starts off with the best of intentions for a home cooked 
meal. Then, reality interrupts -- before you know it, the clock 
strikes six and you’re on your way to pick up fast food – again!

We have a better way -- Dream Dinners. Using the best ingredi-
ents, we help you assemble home cooked dinners that go from 
the freezer or refrigerator to the dinner table in no time.

Dream Dinners of La Crescenta is honoring all of you who work 
so hard with the students and families in our community by offer-
ing a 10% discount to all GUSD employees. All you have to do 
is show your employee badge or have a current GUSD e-mail 
account and you will become a preferred customer, receiving 
10% off all orders you place at the Crescenta Valley store.

We want to make your life easier, with Dream Dinners in the 
freezer you will have time to do some of those other things, like 
grade papers.

Go online to www.dreamdinners.com to check out our monthly 
menu and session times. Start saving time and money today 
with Dream Dinners!

Contact us via e-mail at crescentavalleyca@dreamdinners.com, 
call us at (818) 957-1499, or drop by at 4121 Pennsylvania Ave, 
Unit F, La Crescenta CA 91214.

Store Owners: Lissa Mooney, RD and Sharmel Stern

This offer is not to be combined with any other offers.
Advertisement

GUSD employee discount offered 
by Dream Dinners

Above: Cerritos Elementary students enjoying their Pancake Breakfast.

Cerritos Elementary treats 
students to pancake breakfast

Congratulations to Keppel 
Elementary parent Richie 
Baneham who received an 
Academy Award this past month 
for Best Visual Effects for the 
movie Avatar, along with Andrew 
Jones, Joe Letteri and Stephen 
Rosenbaum.

The Keppel family is so proud 
of his accomplishment and 
wanted to share this honor with 
the Keppel community! Luke, 
his son, is a fi rst grader in Miss 
Williams’ classroom.

Keppel dad shares Academy 
victory with Keppel family

Valley View sixth graders’ trip to Catalina Island
Valley View Elementary teachers and administrators recently took 
their sixth graders on their annual trip to Catalina Islands. This is a 
great place to study fragile island ecosystems utilizing island marine, 
terrestrial, and animal habitats as a focus of study. The camp has 
excellent access to the island’s unique fl ora and fauna, as well as 
superb snorkeling, which makes a great hands-on science experi-
ence for the students.

Upon their return, they were asked to use exciting adjectives and 
alliteration to describe their experience and activities for their writ-
ing prompts. Following are some of the excerpts turned in by the 
students: the tide pooling was riveting, by Mari Shahmanyan; during 
our night snorkel dive we saw twinkling plankton, by Marco Valero; 
the teachers were congenial, by Esther Lee; the ocean was frigid 
but rejuvenating, by Jeremy Grinnell; the rockclimbing was petrify-
ing, by Ada Earnhardt; the cabins were tumultuous, by Scott Choi; 
getting in wetsuits was exasperating, by Brad Stonebraker; kayaking 
was drenching, by Lynette Dilanchyan; the boat ride was bumpy, by 
Cameron Atin; the entire experience was life-changing, by Kathryn 
Lahr.

The 22nd annual Smart-a-thon

Principal team from left to right: Jay Schwartz, College View School; Kim Bishop, La 
Crescenta Elementary; Rebeca Witt, Mountain Avenue Elementary; and Dr. Suzi Hoge, 
Monte Vista Elementary.
The 22nd annual Smart-a-thon was held at the Verdugo Hills Hospital 
on March 24, 2010. Every year, the Crescenta Valley Chamber of 
Commerce organizes this event to raise funds for the Education 
Endowment Fund to support local schools and organizations.

This year’s award recipients are: Clark Magnet High School, 
Community Center of La Canada Flintridge, Crescenta Valley 
High School’s Instrumental Music Program, Glendale Educational 
Foundation, Glendale Healthy Kids, La Crescenta Elementary 
School, La Crescenta Woman’s Club, Rosemont Middle School, St. 
James the Less School, and Verdugo Hills Hospital.

Left: At Catalina, campers were engaged in activities such as rock wall climbing.

Max Meltzer, Luke Baneham and Catherine 
Dietschak.

In order to reiterate the importance of breakfast to students and 
their families, the Food Services department provided Pancake 
Breakfasts to a few elementary schools and plan to do so until they 
have hosted all of Glendale’s elementary schools before the end of 
the 2009-10 school year. Not only were there pancakes with syrup, 
whipped cream, strawberries and blueberries, but also eggs and 
hash browns.


