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Message from Dr. Escalante
Most of the important things in the world have been accomplished by people 

who have kept on trying when there seemed to be no hope at all.
~Dale Carnegie 1888-1955

In my career as a superintendent, I have never had to postpone the opening of the 
school year due to dangerous conditions such as the ones we experienced this last 
year. I have never had to close schools due to mudslides. I have never experienced 
such an unimaginable fi scal crisis as we are currently encountering. Most importantly, 
however, I have never had to lay off an employee.
Early in my teaching career, I received a pink slip relieving me of my teaching posi-
tion on two occasions. Even though I knew on a conscious level that it was coming, it 
completely unraveled me the day that the slip was delivered – making my circumstance 
a cold reality. Not only was it diffi cult for me to go back to my classroom and be the 
teacher that the students needed me to be, it impacted my teaching for the remainder of 
the school year. I have a deep understanding of the impact these pink slips are having.  
I’ve witnessed the division they can have on a school, and the division they can have 
between teachers and administration. I understand all too well.
Our state fi nancial situation is bleak and continues to worsen. It seems that our legisla-
tors disagree that our work in educating our future leaders and members of society is 
equal in importance to funding the prison system. Our Board saw a fi nancial crisis on 
the horizon when I fi rst arrived and I was commissioned with cutting millions from the 

Glendale employees work together to save 
public education

For the fi rst time in many years, the three employee groups of Glendale Unifi ed School 
District stood arm in arm on The Day of Action to fi ght for a common cause, saving public 
education. On March 4, 2010, members of Glendale Teachers Association (GTA), California 

Below, left to right: PTSA President Lynn Miyamoto, GSMA President Dr. 
Michele Doll, GTA President Tami Carlson, and CSEA President Richard 
Carroll stand side by side as Board of Education President Mary Boger 
address the crowd. Also pictured are Todd Hunt, Suzi Hoge, and Mike Gatto.

School Employees Association (CSEA), and the Glendale 
School Management Association (GSMA), along with the Parent 
Teacher Student Association (PTSA), the Board of Education 
and local community members, gathered at the front steps of 
Hoover High School to protest current and additional funding cuts 
planned by the lawmakers in Sacramento.

Glendale Schools 
celebrate Dr. Seuss 

birthday

Left to right: Eddie Ibarra, Zharia Nation and 
Alin Ourmehkharghani listen as guest reader 
Special Education assistive technology specialist 
Deb Neuhoff read to them during ‘Read Across 
America’ day on March 2, 2010 in observance of 
Dr. Seuss’ birthday at College View School.

Continued on page 2, Message

Keppel Elementary students who cre-
ated a US Census video project were 
recognized at the City Council meeting 
on February 23, 2010. Glendale Mayor 
Frank Quintero was very excited to 
see young people showing interest 
in the census. The video is currently 
airing on Channel 15 (GREGtv).

Keppel students 
get the word out 
about the count
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Clark Magnet High School principal Doug Dall recently received a 
call from San Diego’s For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 
Technology (FIRST) robotics regional competition.

Clark’s ROP teacher and Robotics Team mentor Hannah Goldberg 
was given NASA’s Woodie Flowers Award, the highest mentor award 
in FIRST robotics. The Woodie Flowers Award recognizes mentors 
who lead, inspire and empower using excellent communication skills. 
Honorees best demonstrate excellence in teaching science, math 
and creative design.

Hannah has all the qualities of a teacher that this award embodies. 
Clark Robotics Team coach Roger Widholm said, “Hannah works 
tirelessly to support our school and students in the FIRST program 
all the while holding down a day job at JPL. When the school needed 
an instructor for the ROP program, Hannah gave her weekends to 
take the required classes.” Clark Magnet High is very fortunate to 
have Hannah Goldberg on their team.

Hannah Goldberg receives Woodie 
Flowers award

On Saturday, February 27, 2010, 
the Roosevelt MESA team, led 
by Mr. Gonzalez, went to com-
pete in the MESA Prelims at Cal-
State LA. Fourteen middle and 
high schools hoped to advance 
to the next level of competition. 
Each student competed in a 
Math category, such as General 
Math, Algebra, and Geometry.

Some of the project design 
events included the mouse trap 
car, the windmill, gliders, the Egg 
Express, and more. All students 
attended four events throughout 
the day.

The Roosevelt MESA team brought 
home 9 awards and 8 students will 
be advancing to the regionals at 
UCLA on April 17, 2010.

The event that the Roosevelt 
MESA team excelled in was the 
building and designing of the 
windmill. They won three awards 
in addition to the overall award in 
the windmill category for design-
ing a windmill that powered a car. 

Each student who competes 
designs their own project and in 
some events, an oral presenta-
tion, as well. The students must 
use their math, science, and 
engineering skills when build-
ing and designing their projects. 
The very proud Roosevelt Middle 
School principal Lynn Marso 
said, “We congratulate the MESA 
Robotics team for a job well done 
and wish them luck at Regionals 
next month.”

Roosevelt’s MESA team wins 
awards in prelims

Roosevelt’s MESA robotics team during the competition at Cal-State LA.

Hannah (right) working with a student in her Robotics class at Clark.

On February 26, 2010, 
Franklin Elementary 
School staff, students 
and parents, as well 
as District administra-
tors and Board mem-
bers, were abuzz with 
excitement as a team 
from the California 
Distinguished School 
committee paid the 
school a visit as part of 
the application process 
to receive this status.

Distinguished School delegates pay Franklin School a visit

On March 2, 2010, the Marshall Elementary School Student Council, 
led by teacher Adrineh Yousefi ’s class along with Selin Yarian’s 
SDC students, planned the Glendale Schools’ Cafeteria Menu for 
the month of April. This event was supervised by the District’s Food 
Service department. A great time was had by all.

Meet Marshall’s menu planners
budget in an attempt to avoid any situation where we would need 
to reduce our workforce. We’ve cut over a hundred District posi-
tions through attrition, we’ve spent through federal stimulus money, 
and we’ve spent down our reserves – and I regret that despite our 
efforts, we are in a situation where a reduction in force is neces-
sary. Mary Boger, President of the Board of Education has said, 
“The Glendale Unifi ed School District has truly perfected the art of 
making bricks without straw,” and while we have perfected this, we 
have now been told that our mud supply for the bricks will also be 
cut.
As I process through this seemingly hopeless situation – I force 
myself to look for hope – any hope. I realize that our nation did sur-
vive the Great Depression, and therefore, we will survive this great 
recession. However, it will take time and it is any expert’s guess 
as to how long. In the meantime we need to remind ourselves that 
we are all educators who teach kids, therefore, we are all capable 
of change, creativity and fl exibility. During this time of uncertainty, 
please remember to be supportive of each other and do what 
you can to be part of the solution – whatever that may look like. 
Understand that things will be different next year – for everyone, 
but also know that we are truly working diligently to fi nd ways to 
keep our Glendale family intact.

Message, from page 1
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Student Advisory Council members during the Middle School Leadership Conference.

Middle School Leadership 
Conference

On March 3, 2010, Toll Middle 
School held its fi rst Peace 
Leaders Award ceremony. Peace 
Leaders and their families were 
invited to attend this special event 
which was designed to honor and 
recognize their service at school 
and out in the community. The 
event featured student speeches 
by sixth graders Inga Yenokian 
and Sean Waasdorp and eighth 
graders Nathan Estrada, Ashley 
Baughman, and Alina Taylor. 
These students shared how 
their experience at Toll has been 
enhanced since becoming part 
of the Peace Leader program.

The speakers also discussed how 
they are utilizing these leader-
ship skills on campus to promote 

peaceful resolutions and to be a 
positive role model to their peers. 
Sixth grade teacher and School 
Community Violence Prevention 
(SCVP) Site Coordinator Nancy 
Torres said, “I am extremely 
proud and honored to be able to 
work with these students. I want 
to extend a special thanks to 
our TRUST (Toll’s Resolution to 
Unify Students Together) mem-
bers, Toll’s Associated Student 
Body (ASB), seventh grade 
Science teacher and yearbook 
coordinator Curtis Shih and the 
yearbook team, and the Toll 
staff for supporting this program 
and encouraging the students to 
choose peace over violence in 
order to make a difference at Toll 
and in their communities.”

Honoring Toll’s Peace Leaders

This group of Peace Leaders graduated in the Fall of 2009.

Toll Middle School’s peace leaders who graduated in the Winter of 2009.

Student artwork line the walls of Mann Elementary School. A grant 
for art supplies, in the amount of $1000 per school, was provided by 
the Glendale Education Foundation through the Arts Attack program 
to fund the Arts programs at Glendale Schools. Thanks to the grant, 
walls like these are a common sight at many Glendale Schools.

Art is everywhere with Arts Attack

On March 5, Glendale High teacher Olivia Macaulay took four stu-
dents who participated in the 11th Annual Holocaust Art and Writing 
Contest Memory and Meaning Awards Ceremony to Chapman 
University. There, they were honored for their participation, awarded 
prizes, and had the opportunity to speak directly with holocaust sur-
vivors, one of which is Curt Lowens, a distinguished character actor, 
who also signed their books.

Above, from left to right: Aylin Ezraeelian, Vanouhi Haghverdi, Curt Lowens, Sherrilyn 
Marquez and Phien Le.

People from history books come to 
life for Glendale High students

Each year, the District’s Student Advisory Council (SAC) mem-
bers, comprised of student leader representatives from each of the 
fi ve Glendale high schools, organize and facilitate a Middle School 
Leadership Conference.

Student leaders from the District’s middle schools are invited to 
attend to learn about the various ways to lead, manage time, par-
ticipate in clubs, and succeed in high school. This year’s conference 
was held at Clark Magnet High School on February 19, 2010. The 
SAC members chose “Transformers” as the theme for this year’s 
conference.  

Glendale High’s Oratorical senior 
sweep

Every March, Glendale High School holds its annual “Oratorical” 
event where students from each class (Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12) are 
judged on discipline, spirit, tableau and speech. Judges are made up 
of a combination of alumni, community members, District offi cials and 
members of the military.
The Oratorical tradition at Glendale High School started in 1910, 
during a time of heightened interest in Public Speaking in Southern 
California. It has continued through the 101 years demonstrating to the 
Community the pride students have in their school.
This year was a fi rst with the senior class winning all four Oratorical 
categories. 

Glendale High juniors await results of this year’s Oratorical.
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Valley View’s Mouse Squad on a trip to the belly of
Glendale Schools’ technobeast

Above: Two Mouse Squad members try to 
absorb everything that they are hearing and 
seeing during their tour.

On February 17, 2010, Valley View 
Elementary’s Mouse Squad* went 
on a fi eld trip to the Education 
Technology and Information 
Services (ETIS) offi ce in the 
basement of the Administrative 
Building. As expected, these bud-
ding techies were thrilled. ETIS 
Director Frank Schlueter took 
them to meet the staff.

The young visitors were shown 
the inside of a PC tower and saw 
how the wires and micro chips 
worked. Mouse Squard historian 
Mandy Vos said, “My favorite part 
was getting to see what my class 
was doing in the Computer Lab 
on one of the ETIS computers. 

Lincoln Elementary sixth graders went 
to Pali Institute in Running Springs for a 
three day camp experience accompanied 
by principal Bill Card and teachers Kristie 
Colegate and Young Mi Wathen.

The campers got to climb, jump and face 
their fears on the ropes. They made towers 
out of wood and participated in activities 
such as engineering, and archery. They 
were taught how to climb 40-foot trees and 
then jumped down from them.

Everyone can be heard saying, “This was 
the best experience of my life. Camp was 
the best thing, ever!”

Lincoln Elementary sixth graders 
camp at Pali Institute

On February 1, 2010, Franklin Elementary students went to UCLA 
for the Kids Go to College event. It was an incentive trip for students 
in grades 2 - 6 selected by their teachers who show excellent atten-
dance and effort in class. The school provides several of these trips 
throughout the year to encourage students to do their best.

Franklin students visit UCLA

Above: Excited Franklin students during their UCLA fi eld trip.

Above: Rebecca Mencia try out 
one of the high ropes course at 
Camp Pali.

ETIS can see every computer 
in the district using a program 
called Remote Desktop. We 
could see all 35 workstations in 
the Valley View computer lab. 
It was so fun to spy on my best 
friends!”

They were invited to see the 
Network room where all the fi le 
servers, switches and big main 
computers connect up all the 

computers in the school district. 

Then the group was ushered 
into the Teacher Training Room 
where they met teacher special-
ists Katie Warren and Bruce 
Dalton. Mrs. Warren showed 
them how a SmartBoard worked 
and had the fourth graders 
sample the programs on it. 

Finally, Mr. Schlueter took them 

to the Data and Student Records 
department. They were amazed 
to learn that ETIS has a digital 
record of every student, complete 
with pictures, grades and every-
thing about their school history.

Before they left, Mr. Schlueter 
thanked the Mouse Squad for all 
the work they do at Valley View 
to keep their school computers 
working smoothly and for helping 
their teachers and schoolmates.

Support for Haiti continues at 
Rosemont Middle School

Students at Rosemont Middle School continue to fi nd ways to raise 
more funds to further help victims of the earthquake that rocked Haiti 
in January.

The staff has challenged stu-
dents to raise set goals by 
agreeing to perform feats in 
return. If students reach goals, 
certain staff members will have 
to: have their heads shaved 
by students, participate during 
running day, be duct-taped to a 
wall, a group of male teachers 
will dress like cheerleaders and 
do a cheer, learn the USC fi ght 
song and singing it, and many 
more.

Glendale High School Political Science teacher Stan Bartosiak 
announced that students Min Chung Suh and David Vartanyan won 
the Annual Colonial Dames competition. The Colonial Dames of 
America (CDA) is an international society of women members whose 
direct ancestors held positions of leadership in the Thirteen Colonies.

The students will travel to Washington, D.C. after graduation on an 
all-expenses paid trip to participate in the National Government 
Workshop with students from all over the United States.

The organization provides scholarships for graduate students in 
American history, politics, or culture. Congratulations to Min Chung 
Suh and David Vartanyan.

Two Glendale High students win 
Colonial Dames competition

*Mouse Squad.org is a state organization of 
student technical support teams. They have 
computer curriculum aligned to California 
state content standards consisting of ten 
training modules in computer service, appli-
cations and operations. Upon completion of 
the program, participants receive certifi ca-
tion and often, for high school students, go 
on to jobs in the Information Technology 
industry. Companies like Geek Squad 
recruit from certifi ed Mouse Squad students 
across the state.

Above: ETIS Director/tour guide Frank Schlueter, with the help of Network Administrators 
Walter Yoneda and Romer Ganiron, shows the MOUSE squad where the servers, 
switches and other hardware are stored and explains how they work.


