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Message from Dr. Escalante
There are no accidents in my philosophy. Every effect must have its cause. The 
past is the cause of the present, and the present will be the cause of the future. 
All these are links in the endless chain stretching from the fi nite to the infi nite.

~Abraham Lincoln

During the month of February, we are able to recognize some of the strongest 
leaders our world has seen – the presidents of the United States. Of course, 
some of our presidents over time have been more successful than others, but 
the fact remains that few people in this world have the skills and drive to lead a 
country; fewer people have the ability to do it well.

One of the best parts about education is that we have an opportunity to help 
shape some of our country’s future leaders. Each day that you show up for 
work, you have an opportunity to be the change agent in a student’s life. Many 
of our students come from broken homes and situations of hopelessness, espe-
cially now. School itself provides an escape from their reality. You, however, 
have the opportunity to take it a step further and offer these students hope. 
Refl ect on your own personal story – was there a person who impacted your 
life, and was this person a teacher? Delivering a highly rigorous, differentiated 
lesson will indeed help your students academically. However, it is your willing-
ness to offer a listening ear, a word of encouragement, a sense of pride in their 
accomplishments that teaches each student that they are valued and worth the 
time you spend with them. It is your ability to command their attention with your 
presence, model integrity and provide inexhaustible amounts of patience that 
creates in them the desire and determination to be successful. Each day that 
you show up for work, you have the opportunity to transform a student’s destiny 
by providing them the necessary tools that they will need for their journeys and 
the simple belief that they can make it.

Haitian kids have 
‘solemates’ at 

Glendale Schools

Mountain Avenue kindergarteners Preston Cotillier 
& Emily Strickland hold up the shoes they were 
donating to help children in Haiti, victims to a recent 
earthquake that devastated most of their regions. 
Story on page 3.

Due to the volume of participants seek-
ing retirement consultation with retire-
ment counselors, the deadline to submit 
paperwork has been extended. The 
deadline for the PARS Supplementary 
Retirement Plan is Friday, February 12, 
2010. Paperwork needs to be faxed to 
the PARS offi ce at 800.660.8057.

The PARS benefi t supplements the pri-
mary retirement system allowance; and 
the money comes from an annuity that 
the District buys for each employee.

This plan is guaranteed based on a 
minimum of 70 applicants. Currently, 63 
applications have been received.

Please note that the PARS incentive will 
not be offered next year.

If you have any questions, contact your 
principal or Human Resources Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. John Garcia at 
818.241.3111 ext. 231.

February 12, 2010 
extension for 
the Teacher 

Early Retirement 
Incentive program

In November, the District and GTA negotiating teams came together to address a $32 
million defi cit. Since this initial meeting in November, the teams have met four times to 
work out an acceptable solution for solving our budget crisis. In January, the Governor’s 
budget proposal cut even more from education, leaving GUSD with a $50 million defi cit 
by 2012-13. If the District is unable to balance this budget and offset the $50 million, the 
District will go bankrupt and the state will appoint an administrator who will be autho-
rized to make any and all necessary cuts to balance the budget as he/she sees fi t.
At the February 3, 2010 negotiations meeting, the GTA proposed the following in order 
to bring monetary savings to the District:

10 furlough days over the 2010-11 and 2011-12 school years – Furlough days reduce 
the number of days teachers work and their salary accordingly (annual pay reduction 
of 2.69%). Furlough days cease to exist beyond the 2011-12 school year, therefore 
they are not an on-going savings.
Redesigning the health benefi ts plans – However, the proposal included language 
stating that any money saved in the redesigning of the plans must be used to restore 
the furlough days. This would eliminate any savings from the proposed furlough days.
Parcel tax – If the District passes a parcel tax, the money must be used to restore the 
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California State Superintendent Jack O’Connell is shown above visiting the fi rst grade 
classroom of Ms. Natalie Nahigian. With him are Muir Principal Dr. Linda Junge and 
Glendale Schools Board of Education member Joylene Wagner.

O’Connell pays Muir School a visit

On January 14, 2010, John Muir 
Elementary welcomed State 
Superintendent of Instruction 
Jack O’Connell. During his tour 
of  the school, he stopped in to 
visit four classrooms and the 
Muir Professional Development 
Room. The students he engaged 
with spoke to him about the Muir 
Instructional Focus of writing and 
shared their strengths and weak-
nesses. He was even treated to 
a special session of the “Author’s 
Chair” in the fi rst grade class-

room of Ms. Natalie Nahigian.

Mr. O’Connell got to experi-
ence how Muir analyzes its 
data by visiting the Professional 
Development Room. Along with 
Principal Dr. Linda Junge, he 
reviewed Muir’s API and AYP 
growth over the past 10 years. 
The Superintendent concluded 
his visit with a special reception 
and a motivational speech to 
Muir’s dedicated teachers and 
staff.

Unis Choi presents at 39th Annual NABE Conference
On February 3, 2010, Glendale 
Schools was represented at the 
National Association for Bilingual 
Education’s (NABE) 39th Annual 
Conference in Denver, Colorado.

Keppel Elementary’s FLAG 
Korean teacher Unis Choi was 
chosen to do a workshop about 
the process of starting a Dual 
Language Program.

Keppel Teacher Specialist and 
FLAG teacher Naehi Wong will 
share more news and pictures 
upon return from the three-day 
conference. Above are two slides from the PowerPoint presentation Unis used for her NABE workshop.

Mountain Avenue students adopt a 
girl in Nepal

Jon Weingarten, third grade 
teacher at Monte Vista 
Elementary, has been selected 
to be a Scholastic Books Club 
representative.

His title will be Scholastic Book 
Club Teacher Advisor. He will be 
fl own to New York for a confer-
ence and may have classroom 
visitors as part of this year-long 
honor.

In order to meet standards in Social Studies and writing, Mountain 
Avenue teacher Ashley Sparks’ class adopted Sugi-kumari Ram, a 
13-year old girl from Nepal to encourage her in her studies.

They wrote letters to her after studying her country. Ashley’s students 
were curious to know how kids lived in a country like Nepal. They 
asked her whether she spoke English, what she eats, what kinds of 
clothes she wears and what she learns in school.

Sugi-kumari shares her house with ten other family members which 
prompted Eliana to ask what kind of bed they slept on. Most impor-
tantly, all the kids wanted to know how she was doing in school.

Scholastic Books Club selects new 
representative

Above, left to right: Sophia Aftandelian, Rachel Ann Arias, and Jodie Ryu working on their 
letter for Sugi-kumari.

Above: Sugi-kumari Ram, 13-year old 
Nepalese girl adopted by the students in 
Ashley Sparks’ class.

Above: Lindsey Furstenberg showing her 
partially fi nished letter for Sugi-kumari.
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In spite of our 
own fi nancial 
d i f f i c u l t i e s , 
G l e n d a l e 
Schools’ stu-
dents have 
found a way to 
raise funds to 

help their fellow children victimized 
by the earthquake that rocked Haiti. 
Each school came up with their own 
unique efforts, for example:
Clark Magnet High School’s Key 
Club headed by math teacher Ellen 
Armitstead raised $1400 in two days 
for UNICEF.
Columbus Elementary sent a 
fl yer home with students soliciting 
donations.
Edison Elementary School raised 
$3877.80 for the Red Cross’ Haiti 
Relief Fund by selling bracelets.
Franklin, Keppel, Marshall, and 
Monte Vista Elementary Schools’ 
respective student councils coor-
dinated fundraising efforts for the 
American Red Cross.
At Glendale High School, Mrs. 
Sheridan’s InterAct Club is collect-
ing “gently used” shoes in conjunc-

tion with Sport Chalet’s program. 
Ms. Metcalf’s Red Cross Club is 
collecting cash donations and will 
send a check to the Red Cross at 
the end of their collection. Mr. Kelly’s 
Photography Club will be collecting 
clothing for the Haitian victims.
Glenoaks Elementary School’s 
Glenoaks Green Team (GGT) had 
their kick-off to the Nike Reuse-a-
Shoe Recycling Event on January 
29, 2010 at their monthly Golden 
Oak ceremony. The Green Team col-
lected over 100 pairs on the very fi rst 
day of the campaign! Almost 50 pairs 
of sneakers were still useable and 
were taken down to Sports Chalet 
to be donated to the Soles4Shoes 
campaign to help with the earth-
quake relief efforts in Haiti.
Hoover High School had United 
Nations Day and organized relief 
efforts around Yellow Ribbon Week.
La Crescenta Elementary and Toll 
Middle School collected donations 
and gave it to the Red Cross.
Monte Vista Elementary School’s 
Student Council collected donations; 
SC representatives visited class-
rooms daily and collected nickels, 

dimes, and checks. Some students 
also helped count the donations. 
They turned in $3473.25 to the 
American Red Cross/Haiti Relief.
Mountain Avenue Elementary 
School’s Student Council brought in 
slightly worn shoes. The shoes were 
taken to the La Cañada Sport Chalet 
who will then send them directly to 
Soles4Soles organization for dis-
tribution to the Haitian people. The 
school’s PTA donated t-shirts.
Roosevelt Middle School’s 
Chainlinks Club is working on a proj-
ect for Haitian victims.
Rosemont Middle School’s 
Builders Club and CJFF, under 
the leadership of Ms. Kracker, has 
launched a fundraising campaign 
during the month where the prizes 
for goals met will involve the staff 
participating in “wacky” activities.
Valley View Elementary School 
collected proceeds for the Red Cross 
and is expected to buy t-shirts with 
a logo connecting the campus and 
Haiti. Shirts cost $10 with expenses 
covered by the foundation.
Thank you for all your generous 
donations.

Giant shoe event in Glendale Schools

Fourth grade student council member Colin 
FitzGerald with his kindergarten brother, 
Rowan FitzGerald, gathering shoes for the 
Haiti victims.

“Johnny Harrison of Lexus again 
is the generous Santa and is pro-
viding Hoover’s Journalism class 
with fi ve high-end computers 
and a very expensive camera!” 
exclaimed Hoover High School 
principal Kevin Welsh to his staff. 
He was elated when he shared 
the news.

Hoover’s Journalism teacher 
Brian Crosby proudly added, “This 
came as a result of Hoover stu-
dents selling ads for the Tornado 
Times in Glendale’s business 
community -- Mr. Harrsion took it 
another step.”

Mr. Crosby even contacted the 
Glendale News Press to share 
Mr. Harrison’s generosity.

As always, thank you, Johnny 
Harrison, for your continued sup-
port of our GUSD programs.

Lexus continues 
to give gifts

During the summer of 2009, Glendale High 
School student Tommy Queally was selected 
to be a part of a three-week long Page 
Program in Washington, D.C.

As part of the program, 70 high school stu-
dents lived in a resident hall a block from the 
State Capitol, attended two hours of Page 
classes everyday, then headed off to work 
at the offi ces of the Capitol building. Tommy 
worked from 9 am to 5 pm and sometimes 
even until 12 am! 

Queally’s duties included: answering 
the phones from the offi ces of different 
Congressmen, collecting statements from 
the Congressmen, delivering packages to 
various offi ces in the Capitol Offi ce Buildings, 
and opening the doors for Speaker Pelosi at 
the beginning of each morning session.

Upon his return to his normal student life 
at Glendale High School, Tommy made 
arrangements to invite Congressman Schiff 
to speak to his peers, much to the delight 
of his principal Dr. Deb Rinder and his AP 
Government teacher Stan Bartosiak.

On January 15, 2010, third period AP 
Government students at Glendale High were 
graced by a visit from Congressman Adam 
Schiff. Tommy acted the perfect host by 
introducing Congressman Schiff to the stu-
dent group and opened the forum to ques-
tions from students to the congressman.

The Congressman answered each ques-
tion extensively and made sure that each 
student understood his position on the 
issue. Each question asked by the students 
demonstrated the intellectual nature of Mr. 
Bartosiak’s government classes. The ques-
tions were posed in a professional manner 
and the entire discussion was sophisticated 
and enlightening. 

The Congressman talked briefl y about his 
role in Congress and went into detail about 
his committees. The most prestigious com-
mittee that Congressman Schiff serves on 
is the House Appropriations Committee 
but he also serves on several other com-
mittees relating to national intelligence. 
Before answering the student’s questions, 
Congressman Schiff discussed the major 
problems that face our country today such 

Congressman Schiff speaks to Glendale High’s Government students
as health care, the war in Afghanistan, and 
national security issues. His introduction to 
these problems offered a perfect transition 
into the student’s questions. To conclude his 
visit, Schiff stressed to the students gathered 
in the auditorium how important it is for them 
to work hard and give their education priority.

Stan Bartosiak (right) and Dr. Deb Rinder (center) thank 
Congressman Schiff for coming and speaking to the 
classes.

Right: Glenoaks 
Elementary PTA’s Charity 
Events Chair Lan Fabian 
and Glenoaks Green 
Team Chair Linda Guzik 
with a box of shoes in 
good enough shape to 
donate to Soles4Souls’ 
Haiti Earthquake Relief 
program.
Far right, from left to right:  
Green Team member 
Madalyn Fabian, former 
Green Team member 
and Wilson Middle 
School student Danielle 
Fabian, and Green Team 
member Samantha 
Fabian.
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On December 12, 2009,  three 
senior Careers through Culinary 
Arts Program (CCAP)/Culinary 
Arts Bistro senior students from 
Hoover High School, along 
with their instructor Chef Dawn 
Roznowski, fl ew up for a tour of 

the Professional Culinary Institute 
in San Jose, California.

The students were warmly 
greeted and given an extensive 
tour of the campus. They got 
to see some of the weekend 

classes in progress. They also 
got to meet and ask ques-
tions of a few of the instructors. 
Afterwards, they learned how 
to make homemade marshmal-
lows through a fun hands-on 
demonstration.

Later that day, they went up to 
the Fisherman’s Wharf for a fresh 
dungeness crab luncheon before 
fl ying home to Los Angeles. It 
was great fun for everyone!

Hoover High School’s aspiring chefs get a taste of the real world

Above: Edlin Khosravi, Bryan Acosta, and Miles Mathews are given  instructions by the 
chef at the culinary institute before starting their project.

Above: Edlin and Bryan try their hand at homemade marshmallows.

Marshall Elementary School celebrated their Patriotic Day assem-
bly in the Marshall amphitheater on January 15, 2010 with a Yellow 
Ribbon Week kickoff, showing their support by wearing yellow. Then 
the classes of Mrs. Simonian and Mrs. Parchami presented a number 
in commemoration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s life.

Young patriots at Marshall 
Elementary

Students in secondary schools will be asked to participate in a slogan contest 
for the US Census 2010. Materials will be available next week to help them 
get started on their entries. Winning artwork will be displayed between March 
and April on screens in all the movie theaters at the Americana at Brand and 
in other theaters in town.

Key dates:
February – March 2010: Census questionnaires are mailed or delivered to 

households.
March – April 2010: Be Counted program is implemented. Census question-

naires are available at select public sites for individuals who did not receive 
one by mail.

US Census 2010

April 1, 2010: Census Day
May – July 2010: Census takers visit households 

that did not return a questionnaire by mail.
December 31, 2010: By law, the Census Bureau 

delivers population counts to the president.
March 2011: By law, the Census Bureau completes 

the delivery of redistricting data to states.

For more information, go to www.2010census.gov.

Free Un-concert tickets to staff
Glendale High School Choral teacher Grace Sheldon Williams would 
like to offer all Glendale Schools employees complimentary tickets to 
the 34th Annual Unconcert on Thursday, Feb. 18 and 
Friday, Feb. 19, 7 p.m. in the GHS auditorium. 

The show features a variety of music from Frank Sinatra 
through the doo-wop era to the present day. The show 
also includes a tribute to pop icon Michael Jackson.

To receive complimentary tickets, send an email to Grace at gsheldon-
williams@gusd.net or call her at 818.242.3163.

Mrs. Simonian’s 3rd grade students performing the patriotic assembly by celebrating 
Martin Luther King’s life. From left to right front row: Jessica Nersesian, Carlin Ghazarian, 
Talin Amirkhanian, and the top row, Jose Romero, Sevan Nazari and Askanaz Sahakian.

Miss Agazaryan’s 4th grade class; on the front row are Tigran Danielyan, Nare Shanazary, 
and Anome Ghadimi; and at the back row are Alex Demerjian and Vahe Keshishyan.

furlough days. Again, this would result in zero savings from the 
furlough days.

The GTA proposals would not equal enough on-going savings to 
the District to offset the original $32 million defi cit and falls well short 
of the current $50 million defi cit. In addition, the proposal does not 
allow for more negotiations should there be any further cuts to edu-
cation until the conclusion of the contract ending in 2012-13.

The calendar for the 2010-11 school year is currently a portion of the 
overall proposal and as a result, has not been settled. The District 
is currently considering other legal options to establish a tentative 
calendar for the 2010-11 school year.

Negotiations, continued from page 1


