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This year marks my 37th year in public education. I 
came into the education fi eld, young and eager, want-
ing to make a positive difference in children’s lives. I 
believed that my job as a 5th grade teacher in Haw-
thorne could do that. I love the elementary schools 
because of the overwhelmingly positive feelings you 
have when you walk around campus with future doc-
tors, lawyers, fi refi ghters, police offi cers, and teachers. 
There are a few things better in public education than 
being on a successful elementary school campus.

Before becoming a superintendent, I had the oppor-
tunity to learn many of the facets of public education. From my start as an 
elementary teacher, I also had the opportunity to teach at the secondary level 
as well and serve as a teacher union president for two years. Through this 
experience, it became clear that greater opportunities to touch the lives of 
students could be found as an administrator.

My path to administration has led me from a director of state and federal proj-
ects to elementary school principal, middle school principal and twice as a 
high school principal. Over the past 13 years, I have had the opportunity of 
serving as Superintendent in two outstanding school districts. But, the past 
six years in Glendale has been the capstone in my career.

Some of these experiences have been in the lowest socio-economic com-
munities along with some of the highest socio-economic communities in 
Southern California. Still, with each new position and title, I made it a point 
to impact the lives of children and put student achievement fi rst which unfor-
tunately sometimes gets lost. It was through public education that the son of 
a fi rst generation Hispanic upholsterer, whose native language was Spanish, 
had the opportunity to become Superintendent of Schools. Some people do 
not realize that, as administrators, we constantly make decisions that impact 
the lives of children in, hopefully, a positive way. Unexpectedly, my own life 
was touched and impacted immeasurably in the process.

I’ve learned some amazing life lessons during my journey. The fi rst being 
the impact a warm and caring teacher can have on a lost student. I’ve 
learned that strong leadership is more important than money regarding stu-
dent achievement. When I started my career, our state spent $400 more 
per student than the national average. By the end of this year, our state will 
be spending $1700 less per student than the national average. In the midst 
of this fi nancial crisis, we, in Glendale, have worked together as a district to 
raise our academic performance index from 779 to 830.

We’ve built the F.L.A.G. program, AdvancePath program, have cultivated a 
collaborative leadership process through Focus on Results, and built a dis-

CSEA Update:

CSEA and District negotiations con-
tinue to move along steadily and to 
this date the teams have reached 
16 tentative agreements on a wide 
variety of topics. At the meeting 
scheduled in February, the teams 
will discuss the continued impacts of 
shortfalls in state funding and how 
the District and CSEA can continue 
to work together to adjust to the chal-
lenges ahead and address issues 
such as the on-going increase in 
costs of the health benefi ts plan.

GTA Update:

On Monday, January 11, 2010, the 
GUSD negotiations team and the 
GTA negotiations team met for a 
fourth time since November 30, 2009. 
At the end of our last meeting the 
GTA had provided the District with a 
counter proposal and the District 
Continued on page 4, Negotiations

German government 
partners with 

Franklin school

Franklin School student Michael David Reiger 
‘hangs out’ as his principal Stephen Williams 
addresses the Board Members during Board of 
Education meeting on January 12, 2010. Michael 
later addressed the Board in the German lan-
guage, expressing how thankful he is to be part 
of the German FLAG program. [More on page 2.]

CSEA and GTA 
Negotiations update
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The topic of Matt’s presenta-
tion was “Using Mental Math 
Strategies to Enhance Number 
Sense.”

His presentation gave teachers 
ready-to-use standards-based 
activities and games that foster 
mathematical reasoning and 
increase mathematical literacy 
that he has used in his own 
classroom.

Crescenta Valley High School 
Social Science teacher Nancy 
Witt said, “Matt is a veteran 
presenter having presented for 
our Teaching American History 
Grants at both national and 
California social science confer-
ences. If there are any teachers 
who want to contact him about 
what he learned at the confer-
ences or may be interested in 
his presentation, please do so at 
mhamo@gusd.net.”

Matt Hamo presents at annual 
Math conference

Three Glendale Schools honored by 
US News & World Report 

The US News and World 
Report awarded silver medals 
to Crescenta Valley and Clark 
Magnet High Schools and 
a bronze medal to Verdugo 
Academy.

This ranking system uses AP 
scores along with demographic 
information to rank schools. They 
rank according to the “College 
Readiness Index,” a score 
between 0 and 100. Earning 
silver medals places these 
schools in the top 3% of best 
schools in the country.

Out of the 1,839 high schools 
in California, 20 received gold 
medals and 90 received silver 
medals placing Clark and CVHS 
in the top 6% of schools in 
California. That includes public, 
private, charter and competitive 

admission schools.

Amazingly, despite California’s 
status as one of the lowest per 
pupil funded states, almost 20% 
of all the gold and silver medals 
awarded are California schools.  
No other state had more than 
10% overall. California ranked 
third behind Connecticut and 
Massachusetts in terms of the 
percent of schools in the state 
that earned gold or silver.

In addition, Newsweek’s 2009 
list of the top schools came out 
in June. It uses a simpler formula 
that simply divides the number 
of AP tests taken by the total 
school enrollment. It does not 
take into account demographic 
information. CVHS ranked 356 
in the country according to that 
ranking.

Left to right: Clark staff Assistant Principal Kristina Provost and Principal Doug Dall; 
Crescenta Valley High School staff teacher Alicia Harris, teacher Joyce Yamaguchi, 
counselor Sarah Rosas, teacher Diana Brown-Mackey, and Principal Linda Evans; and 
Verdugo Academy staff Principal Cuauhtemoc Avila, teacher Martin Briner, teacher Ingrid 
Guerra and teacher Emil Celani.

German Consulate and Franklin 
Elementary declare partnership

Glenoaks Elementary School sixth grade 
teacher Matt Hamo. [Photo from archive 
dated December 2007.]

Franklin School German Immersion program student Michael David Rieger, Frank Mueller 
and Stephen Williams.

During the January 12, 2010 
Board of Education meeting, 
the German Consulate, through 
Consul Frank Mueller, presented 
Franklin Elementary School with 
a certifi cate of partnership.

The German government 

was so pleased with Franklin 
Elementary’s German Immersion 
Program that they offered to 
partner with the school to keep 
the program going. Principal 
Stephen Williams accepted the 
certifi cate.

Glenoaks Elementary School sixth 
grade teacher Matthieu Hamo pre-
sented at both the Northern and 
Southern California Math Council’s 
annual conferences last fall.

R.D. White’s Teresa Peplow 
receives Delmonte Award

The latest addition to the 
Glendale Chamber of 
Commerce’s Delmonte Award 
winners is Teresa Peplow, a kin-
dergarten teacher at R.D. White 
Elementary since 1989. The 
Chamber bestows this award to 
teachers with exemplary teach-
ing skills.

White Principal Suzanne Risse 
said, “Ms. Peplow has been a 
consulting teacher, Glendale 
2000 Action Team member, PQR 
consultant, serves on our Focus 
On Results team, has provided 
district professional develop-
ment, co-facilitated the primary 
Hummingbirds choral group, 

and a member of various site 
committees, among many other 
things!” In addition, Teresa is a 
Glendale resident with two chil-
dren attending Glendale schools. 
To top it all, she is currently work-
ing on her Master’s Degree! Ms. 
Risse adds, “She is an amazing 
teacher, respected by all of her 
colleagues and is highly regarded 
by RD White parents!”

Six awards consisting of a 
plaque and $100 honorarium 
are given each school year.  Five 
teachers are from school within 
the Glendale Unifi ed School 
District and one is from Glendale 
Community College.

Left to right: Chris Peplow (husband), Teresa Peplow, Sam Peplow (son), Allison Peplow 
(daughter), Sarah Albright (mother), Don Albright (father), Suzanne Risse (Principal), and 
Juanita Shahijanian (Assistant Principal). Standing in the back is Supt. Michael Escalante.
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Clark Magnet High, Crescenta 
Valley High, Franklin Elementary, 
Jefferson Elementary, Monte 
Vista Elementary, Mountain 
Avenue Elementary and Valley 
View Elementary Schools staff 
and students are among 1,304 
schools in the state of California 
to be recognized by the 
California Business for Education 
Excellence for raising student 
achievement.

The 2009 Honor Roll includes 
1,304 California public elemen-
tary, middle and high schools 
that have been recognized by 
the California’s business com-
munity for having demonstrated 
consistent high student academic 
achievement and have made 
signifi cant progress toward clos-
ing achievement gap amount all 
their students. The Honor Roll is 
made up of two different awards, 

the Star Schools and Scholar 
Schools.

Star Schools are those with 
signifi cant populations of socio-
economically disadvantaged 
student that have shown a sig-
nifi cant increase in grade-level 
profi ciency and achievement gap 
reduction over four years.

Clark Magnet, Franklin and 

Jefferson are Star Schools.

Scholar Schools are those 
schools showing signifi cant aca-
demic achievement levels, but do 
not have a signifi cant socio-eco-
nomically disadvantaged student 
population.

Crescenta Valley, Monte Vista, 
Mountain Ave. and Valley View 
are Scholar Schools.

Left to right: CSEA offi cers Valerie Burkhauser and Johnny Richardson , Board of 
Education members Christine Walters, Joylene Wagner, Nayiri Nahabedian, Mary Boger, 
Greg Krikorian, and CSEA offi cers Becky Chaires and David Beas.

January is Board Recognition 
Month

The members of Glendale Schools’ Board of Education were hon-
ored by the California School Employees Association (CSEA) 
during the January 12, 2010 Board of Education meeting for Board 
Recognition Month. They were presented with plaques and gifted 
with infl atable boats to correspond with the theme ‘Navigating 
Through Troubled Waters’ for their skillful prowess at keeping the 
District afl oat during these fi scally challenging times.

Seven Schools make the CBEE Honor Roll

Left to right: Greg Krikorian, Karen Carlson, Edit Khachatryan, Doug Dall, Judith Craemer, Julie Ann Melville, Greg Mooshagian, Kristina Provost, Ana Jones, Joylene Wagner, 
Stephen Williams, Carrie Cox, Dr. Michael Escalante, Christine Walters, Nayiri Nahabedian and Mary Boger. Standing in front at Franklin School German Immersion students Sophie 
Peineke and Michael David Reiger.

Glendale Schools chooses Poetry 
Out Loud winner

The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the Poetry founda-
tion have joined together to create “Poetry Out Loud”, a program that 
encourages the nation’s youth to learn about great poetry through 
memorization and recitation.

Glendale Schools’ “Poetry Out Loud” winner for 2010 is Sophia 
Brady of Hoover High who will be competing in the regional competi-
tion to be held February 10, 2010 at The Actors Gang Theater. The 
State competition will be held in March at the State Capitol and the 
national competition will be held in April in Washington, DC.

Left to right: Joylene Wagner, Board of Education member; Deborah Fox, Hoover teacher 
and contest judge; Sophia Brady, Hoover High School student and fi rst place winner; Ani 
Bezirdzhyan, Clark Magnet School student and second place winner; and Maral Guarino, 
Clark Magnet teacher and contest judge.
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councils, and voting districts.

Key dates:
February – March 2010: Census 

questionnaires are mailed or 
delivered to households.

March – April 2010: Be Counted 
program is implemented. 
Census questionnaires are 
available at select public sites 
for individuals who did not 
receive one by mail.

April 1, 2010: Census Day
May – July 2010: Census takers 

visit households that did not 
return a questionnaire by mail.

December 31, 2010: By law, the 
Census Bureau delivers popu-
lation counts to the president.

March 2011: By law, the Census 
Bureau completes the delivery 

US Census 2010
trict-wide focus on achieve-
ment that has brought great, 
positive recognition to our 
district. I attribute this amaz-
ing growth to the leadership 
of our School Board, hard 
working administrators at 
each school site, unwavering 
support from district admin-
istrators, highly supportive 
classifi ed staff, generous 
community partners, and a 
strong collaborative working 
relationship with highly tal-
ented teachers on the front 
line working with students 
challenging them to be their 
very best. Together as an 
organization, we have truly 
made a difference in thou-
sands of students’ lives.

Finally, I’ve learned that 
leadership in public educa-
tion isn’t for the faint of heart. 
Only those with strength of 
character, thick skin, intel-
ligence, tenacity, relentless 
positive attitude, inexhaust-
ible energy, and passion-
ately committed to students, 
need apply. We have been 
very successful in attracting 
great teachers, administra-
tors, and classifi ed staff that 
fi t this description.

My journey has also taught 
me that being this commit-
ted comes at a cost. I’m 
ready to rebalance my life 
to catch up with friends and 
family that have lost out over 
the years as a result of my 
24-7 job. And, with that, I 
announce that I will be retir-
ing as Superintendent at the 
end of June, 2010. This will 
give the Board time to fi nd 
my replacement with the 
goals of the district in mind.

I thank all of you for your 
hard work and dedication in 
touching the lives of thou-
sands of students. I appreci-
ate your friendship and sup-
port for the past six years.

It is time for me to let the 
sun rise with my car in my 
driveway at home, and not 
commuting to work—just as 
it is time for me to let the sun 
set with my car in the same 
place, rather than driving 
home in the dark.

Escalante, continued from 
page 1

team stated that they would have a counter proposal on January 11, 2010. The session started at 
10 a.m. and a brief overview of the Governor’s budget proposal released on Friday, January 8 was 
presented. The Governor’s proposal would signify additional cuts beginning in 2010-2011 of $225 
per student, which translates to approximately 5.8 million dollars in additional reductions for 2010-
2011, 2011-2012, and 2012-2013 for GUSD. These shortfalls would increase the projected defi cit in 
2012-2313 from $32 million to approximately $50 million.

The District then presented the GTA with a counter proposal as promised on December 15. After a 
caucus the GTA team returned and asked clarifying questions regarding the proposal. After these 
questions were answered, the GTA requested that the teams reconvene on a previously agreed 
date, January 19, 2010. Later in the day, the GTA team cancelled the session scheduled on January 
19, 2010. Another date to meet is being sought at this time.

Twenty-fi ve years ago, Dr. 
Robert Sanchis, Dr. Don Empey, 
and Jack Quinn, a community 
leader, planned the fi rst Youth, 
Leadership and the Future 
Conference.

This year, the Glendale 
Character and Ethics Project 
again brought together students 
and community leaders for a 
dialogue of ethical issues taken 
from the headlines and events of 
our day.

The conference was held on 
January 13, 2010 at Glendale 
Community College. Glendale, 
Burbank and La Cañada ser-
vice clubs and businesses 
provide fi nancial support for this 
conference.

The Youth, Leadership and the 
Future Conference matched 
100 student participants from 
the Glendale, Burbank, and La 
Cañada School Districts with 
adult participants.

Participants discussed charac-
teristics of effective leaders and 
ethical scenarios drawn from 
the Districts’ student leadership 
team’s experiences and news 
headlines.

This year’s program began with 
a keynote address by media and 
television star Jeannie Mai, then 
divided into breakout rooms for 
facilitated small group discus-
sions. Students and adults broke 
out in groups to explore their 
ethical scenarios.

Youth, Leadership and the Future

Negotiations, continued from page 1

Participating in the 2010 Census 
is important. Here’s why:

Every year, more that $300 
billion in federal funds are 
awarded to states and commu-
nities based on census data. 
That’s more that $3 trillion 
distributed over a 10-year 
period.
Census data guide local 
decision-makers in important 
community planning efforts, 
including where to build new 
roads, hospitals, and schools.
Census data affect your voice 
in Congress. The census 
determines how many seats 
each state will have in the U.S. 
House of Representatives as 
well as the redistricting of state 
legislatures, county and city 

•

•

•

Clark Magnet School students who participated in the conference, from left to right: Denica Kakacheva, Lana Mousessian, Lyova 
Zalyan, Seveda Minassians, Dveen Babaian, and Samantha Cismas.

of redistricting data to states.

For more information, go to 
www.2010census.gov.


