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Message from Dr. Escalante
Vacation used to be a luxury, but in today’s world it has become a 

necessity.
~Author Unknown

It feels like it has been a full year and it’s only December! We are blessed 
in this profession to have a couple of weeks during this season to enjoy our 
lives outside of work. It is important that we take this time to rest – spend it 
with family and friends, and especially use this time to refuel our tanks so 
that we have enough energy to make it to the end of the school year. Once 
we return, although it seems distant – and at times it feels like it will never 
get here, June will arrive before we know it. Enjoy your time off, and have a 
wonderful New Year.

This week the GUSD and GTA 
reached agreement on the PARS 
Year-End Supplementary Retirement 
Plan. This plan will pay those eli-
gible retirees 50% of fi nal pay over a 
number of years.
If you are eligible to retire under 
STRS and have been in the GUSD 
for at least 5 years then this plan may 
be right for you.
It is also important for certifi cated bar-
gaining unit members to know that, 
as a part of the agreement, there is a 
part that addresses those who have a 
younger spouse. Currently, when the 
retiree reaches age 65 health benefi ts 
end for the retiree and the spouse.
Under the agreement signed by 
the parties Tuesday there will be a 
change for those who retire on or 
before June 30, 2010. For this year 
those who retire: “on or before June 
30, 2010 only, the retiree may pur-
chase health coverage or a Medicare 
Supplement, as applicable for an eli-
gible spouse at the District rate until 
the retiree’s death or the plan year 
in which the retiree reaches age 75, 
whichever comes fi rst.”

PARS UpdateOn Tuesday, December 15, 2009 the GUSD negotiations team and the GTA nego-
tiations team met for another session of negotiations. At this meeting the District 
made the following proposals as a result of GTA feedback at the prior meeting on 
December 8, 2009.

The amount of release days for association business was increased to 50 from 
the current 25.
The maximum district contribution for medical benefi ts was increased to $13,547 
while still fully funding dental, vision and life insurance.
The age for which eligible retirees who retire by June 2010 may purchase medical 
benefi ts or a medicare supplement at District costs for a spouse was raised from 
70 to until the retiree reaches age 75.
Six furlough days were proposed, 3 in 2010-2011 and 3 in 2011-2012. (Two 
instructional days and one non-instructional workday each year.)

The GTA proposed:
Implementation of 5 furlough days in 2010-2011, 5 in 2011-2012 and 5 in 2012-
2013, all on instructional days, thereby reducing salary by 2.69% in each school 
year.

Both sides were able to agree to a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regard-
ing a retirement incentive for certifi cated non-management staff. The components 
of the MOU include:

A minimum of 70 retirees must be attained for guaranteed implementation.
The District will take any savings from the plan into account when determining 
layoffs in spring 2010. 
Eligible employees on or before June 2010 may purchase health coverage or a 
medicare supplement for a spouse at District cost until age 75.
Prior to February 15, 2010 the District will share the results of plan participation 
with GTA representatives for discussion. 
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Negotiations Update Franklin Elementary third grader Allison Handen gets 
in the holiday spirit by donning a Santa/Mickey hat.

Students ready for 
the holidays
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Franklin Elementary “tears down 
the wall”

As a part of the plans to widen 
the entrance to the two Foreign 
Language Academy of Glendale 
(FLAG) - German program class-
rooms, a portion of the wall sepa-
rating these two rooms needed 
to be torn down.

Not wanting to miss any opportu-
nity for student learning, Franklin 
Principal Stephen Williams 
devised a plan to make this occa-
sion symbolic and educational. 
First, the students learned about 
the history of the Berlin wall, then 
he engaged the students in the 
removal of this wall; that gave 

them a hands-on idea of the 
Tearing Down of the Berlin Wall 
in 1989.

Students in the FLAG - German 
classrooms wrote messages 
of freedom - in the German 
language - on the wall and then 
used toy pick-axes to simulate 
the event. The German Embassy 
in Washington, DC sent supplies 
to distribute to the students.

This ceremony took place on 
December 17, to commemorate 
the 20 year anniversary of the 
coming down of the Berlin Wall.

Seven Glendale Schools make it to 
CBEE Honor Roll

Seven Glendale Schools, 
out of 1,304 from the state of 
California, were recognized 
by the California Business for 
Education Excellence (CBEE) for 
raising student achievement.

Clark Magnet High, Franklin and 
Jefferson Elementary Schools 
were named in the Star Schools 
category. This award goes to 
schools with signifi cant socio-
economically disadvantaged stu-
dent population and has shown a 
signifi cant increase in grade level 

profi ciency and achievement gap 
reduction over four years.

Crescenta Valley High, Monte 
Vista, Mountain Avenue, and 
Valley View Elementary Schools 
were named in the Scholar 
Schools category. Schools that 
received this award are those 
showing signifi cant academic 
achievement levels but do not 
have a signifi cant socio-eco-
nomically disadvantaged student 
population.

Above: Monte Vista Elementary School, one of seven schools recognized by the CBEE.

Glendale Schools has won fi ve CSBA Golden Bell Awards 
since the program was incepted 30 years ago.

Mary Boger is CSBA’s new VP
Glendale Schools Board 
President Mary Boger was 
recently elected vice president 
of the California School Boards 
Association (CSBA). This victory 
entails a four-year commitment to 
the committee.

Focus and FLAG programs win top 
honors

The CSBA Golden Bell Awards program is in its 30th year (1979-
2009). It promotes excellence in education by recognizing outstand-
ing programs within school districts and county offi ces of education 
around California. This award refl ects education programs that 
address students’ changing needs and contributes to the develop-
ment and evaluation of curriculum, instruction, and support services. 

Awardees must demonstrate that the program makes a difference for 
students, is innovative or exemplary, is sustainable, is connected and 
supported by the district or county offi ce, communicates with relevant 
stakeholders, and is replicable.

This year, Glendale Unifi ed won two Golden Bell Awards, one for 
Focus on Results and the other for Foreign Language Academies of 
Glendale (FLAG).

Previous Golden Bell 
Awards:

1980 - Glendale 
High School, 
for Outstanding 
Occupational 
Education Program
1982 - Glendale 
USD, for Writing 
Project Grades 7 
-12
2006 - Glendale 
USD, Outstanding 
English Language 
Acquisition 
Program, Project 
GRACE Family 
Center Program

•

•

•Glendale School Board President Mary 
Boger was recently elected CSBA Vice 
President.

The CSBA is a collaborative 
group of virtually all of the state’s 
more than 1,000 school districts 
and county offi ces of education.

It brings together school gov-
erning boards and their districts 
and county offi ces on behalf 
of California’s children. CSBA 
develops, communicates and 
advocates the perspective of 
California school districts and 
county offi ces of education.

In her candidate’s statement, 
Mrs. Boger said, “Just as I 
understand that one learning 
methodology does not fi t all stu-
dents, I also understand that one 
size does not fi t every District. 
While I believe that CSBA must 
respectfully recognize the bur-
dens which our varying needs 
encompass, I also believe that 
the power of our infl uence lies 
in our being a united voice for all 
students.“

We congratulate Mary on her 
amazing accomplishment and 
look forward to seeing her 
impact on California schools.

Left: Franklin 
students simu-
lated the historic 
tearing down of 
the Berlin Wall.
B e l o w : 
Kindergartners 
and fi rst grad-
ers waved 
their German 
fl ags after their 
w a l l - t e a r i n g 
ceremony.
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Winners for Invention Convention 
are announced

The annual Invention Convention 
was held on December 5, 2009 
at the Professional Development 
Center. There were over 
100 inventions and 55 Rube 
Goldberg drawings represent-
ing 13 elementary and one 
middle school. (Rube Goldberg 
is defi ned by Webster’s New 
World Dictionary as a comically 
involved, complicated invention, 
laboriously contrived to perform 
a simple operation.) The turnout 
was outstanding.

First place winners for Invention 
Convention by grade levels were: 
Fourth Grade - Robert Peralta 
and Connor Johnson for “The 
Massage Hat” (R.D. White) and 
Jordan Lo for “Muddy Paws” 
(Verdugo Woodlands); Fifth 

Grade - Riya Sagar for “Push n 
Flush” (Verdugo Woodlands); 
Sixth Grade - Johnsie Ramas 
for “Two-Headed Flashlight” 
(Jefferson) and Andre Hacobian 
for “Easy Scoop (Verdugo 
Woodlands); and Eighth Grade 
- Thomas Peralta for “Adjustable 
Bottle Brush” (Wilson).

First place Rube Goldberg 
winners by grade levels were: 
Fourth grade - Riley Holmquist 
and Forrest Kim for “Fourteen 
steps to a cup of hot coffee” 
(Mountain Avenue); Fifth Grade 
- Karen Burleson for “Doggie 
Super Duper Pooper Scooper” 
(Verdugo Woodlands); and Sixth 
Grade - Melineh Hovakimian 
for “Wake up in the morning” 
(Wilson).

Wilson hosts Korean Students
Fourteen students from Goseong 
Junior High School in Korea vis-
ited Glendale and was hosted 
by students and staff at Wilson 
Middle School.

The Korea Glendale Sister 
City Association (KGSCA) 
approached the Glendale School 
District and Glendale Educational 
Foundation in an effort to forge a 
relationship with the Sister City 
group.

The visiting students assem-
bled at the Wilson campus on 
December 9, 2009, to pair with 

their American counterparts. 
They had their ID pictures taken 
and attended classes until 
December 11, 2009. On their 
last day, the visitors performed 
several musical numbers as well 
as a martial arts exhibition for 
Wilson students.

The KGSCA and the Korean 
American Federation of Los 
Angeles hope to send Glendale 
Schools students to Korea in the 
future to experience the dinosaur 
fossil sites, shipbuilding, cultural 
activities, and the green revolu-
tion in Goseong.

Hoover students visit AT & T 
corporate offi ce

Fifty Hoover High School stu-
dents participated in the Junior 
Achievement (JA) Job Shadow 
Program. The students, with 
teacher Mildred Outlaw, had the 
opportunity to visit AT&T’s cor-
porate offi ces and listen to pre-
sentations by AT&T CEO David 
Krantz and Glendale Mayor 
Frank Quintero.

The students shadowed employ-

ees across the organization in 
several key areas: marketing, 
human resources, fi nance, the 
legal department, technology 
and business operations.

JA is an organization dedicated 
to educating students in grades 
K-12 about entrepreneurship, 
work readiness and fi nancial liter-
acy through hands-on programs.

AVID Certifi cation granted to fi ve 
Glendale schools

Five Glendale schools met the 
eleven essential requirements 
and have been certifi ed as AVID 
(Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) school sites.

Hoover, Glendale High, 
Roosevelt, Wilson and Toll 
Middle Schools have AVID pro-
grams and therefore are required 
to regularly use data to improve 
student achievement, increase 

parent involvement, develop 
student leadership and prepare 
AVID students for the rigor of col-
lege. This program has a proven 
track record in bringing out the 
best in students and in closing 
the achievement gap. AVID helps 
ensure students, once accepted 
to college, possess the higher-
level skills they need for college 
success.

Middle School students from Goseong Junior High School performed music, dance and 
martial arts demonstrations for their counterparts at Wilson Middle School.

Visiting students from Korea are shown with their hosts from Wilson Middle School.

College View School is ready for 
new playground equipment

The newly created College View Foundation recently received a 
$10,000 grant from the Community Foundation of the Verdugos for 
their playground project. The Foundation has been working to raise 
funds to improve and enhance the existing playground equipment at 
the school.

Along with this donation, the College View PTA has raised $5,000 
towards this project. Their playground is used by the children served 
at the site. Students at College View are from Glendale, La Canada, 
and Burbank School Districts and have signifi cant cognitive, and 
often, physical disabilities. They range in age from three to twenty-
two and have highly individualized needs. This program strives to 
help students maximize their potential and increase independence. 
New playground equipment will help advance these goals.

Right: Former College View student Brandon Sardo plays with his friends at a public park.
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During the fi rst week of December, Franklin Elementary School had 
their Santa Shop Christmas fundraiser. Parents made gifts for stu-
dents to buy at cheap prices. The students practiced counting money 
and getting change as they bought family members and friends gifts. 
Franklin Principal Stephen Williams said, “The fundraiser was a huge 
success. Proceeds will go to help with purchasing supplemental 
teacher supplies through the school’s foundation.”

Franklin Elementary students try to decide what gifts to get their friends and family from 
the Santa Shop.

Santa Shop is open for business at 
Franklin Elementary 

Annual Principal-for-A-Day
The Glendale Educational 
Foundation and the Glendale 
School District are hosting the 
18th Annual Principal-for-A-Day 
on February 12, 2010.

Representatives from business, 
industry and organizations are 
invited to take the reins as prin-
cipal of an elementary, middle, 

or high school. It offers guests a 
taste of what it’s like to manage 
the complexities of running a 
school campus.

For more information, contact 
Susan Hunt at 818.241.3111, 
ext. 566 or send a message to 
shunt@gusd.net.

Special number at Board meeting

The Junior and Senior Choir of Muir Elementary School performed at the December 15, 
2009 Board Meeting. They sang a medley of Holiday carols to everyone’s delight.

State issues H1N1 supplies for all California schools
The Los Angeles County Offi ce of Education (LACOE), through the California Department of Education (CDE) and the 
California Emergency Management Agency (CalEMA), will be distributing free medical supplies for school districts in 
the county. The CDE and CalEMA have made these supplies available to districts statewide via the county offi ces of 
education.

They provided surgical facemasks for infl uenza or other school health needs. Also available are gloves and N95 respira-
tory masks for those treating ill students. More information regarding the H1N1 health concern will be provided as the 
information is received.

Wishing every-
one a safe and 
restful holiday 

season!
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