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Message from Dr. Escalante
The hardest arithmetic to master is that which enables us to count our 

blessings.

~Eric Hoffer

Since the onset of this year – with the fi res and the fl oods, and the fi scal crisis that 
continues to hammer us both on and off the job, it has defi nitely felt like we have been 
underwater. Although it was short, I’m hoping that the Thanksgiving holiday provided 
you a chance to come up for a breath of air. As I sat enjoying the smells, emotions, 
and experiences that Thanksgiving creates for all of us, I did indeed feel the sense of 
having a short minute to catch my breath. I was humbled as I refl ected upon the many 
blessings that have touched my life even since this year has started and I was grateful. I 
urge you to count your blessings as often as you can as this gratitude serves as a quick 
breath during any time of year, not just Thanksgiving.

Visitors from Vietnam tour Glendale Schools

The Vietnam Ministry of Education delegates at the front steps of Toll Middle School. Story on page 3.

For updates regarding the seasonal 
fl u and H1N1 vaccination clinic, turn 
to page 4.

Also, please visit our website at www.
gusd.net for the latest information 
regarding the fl ooding hazard in our 
local area. We’ve added various links  
including the City of Glendale website 
that give tips and suggestions regard-
ing fl ood safety during the rainy 
season.

Flu, fl oods, and 
more

The 33rd Annual 
Montrose Parade

Franklin Elementary School drill team at last 
year’s Montrose Christmas parade.

This year, Glendale School District 
will again be participating in a Holiday 
Hayride during the 33rd Annual 
Montrose Christmas Parade on 
December 5, 2009, Saturday at 6 
p.m.

Come and enjoy the holiday festivities 
as the parade showcases our very 
own Glendale students.

The parade starts at the intersection 
of Honolulu and Rosemont Avenue 
and runs east on Honolulu ending at 
Verdugo Road.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Monday, November 30, 2009 the GUSD negotiations team and the GTA negotiating team 
met for the fi rst time in the 2009-2010 school year. The day yielded productive discussion 
regarding a number of issues. Early in the morning the District presented a proposal that 
contained items that will assist in alleviating the current and ongoing major shortfall in our 
District budget. The District proposal was centered around the following areas, wages, the 
health benefi ts contribution, and early retirement incentives, and the 2010-2011 academic 
calendar. The District proposal for wages is to maintain them status quo for 2009-2010 and 
2010-2011. The District proposal for health benefi ts is to incorporate a maximum district con-
tribution at the current family HMO rate of $11,780 for current employees and those retiring 
after June 30, 2010. The District has also requested the assistance of the Health Benefi ts 
Committee to review plan designs that would lower health costs. The District proposal for 
an early retirement incentive would pay eligible retirees 50% of their salary over a period of 
years. Finally, the District proposal for the 2010-2011 academic calendar would incorporate 
an earlier start date in mid-August, similar to that of Burbank USD.

Negotiations Update

Continued on page 3, Negotiations
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As school representatives, we 
make every effort to respect and 
even honor the differences that 
our students bring with them to 
our individual school sites based 
on various differences in cultural 
background, religious philosophy, 
and family experience.

In this process of trying to build 
mutual respect and understand-
ing it is sometimes diffi cult to 
allow equal representation, so as 
not to leave any student feeling 
excluded or devalued, while not 
offending anyone. Consequently, 
it is important that planned events 

be non sectarian, in keeping with 
the Non Establishment Clause 
of the U.S. Constitution which 
requires that the government 
and its agencies not establish or 
promote one religious philosophy 
over another.

Visual and performing arts can 
present a unique challenge. The 
fact that many historically sig-
nifi cant music, art, and literature 
pieces have religious themes 
and/or undertones does not 
make them any less important 
as cannonical pieces worthy of 
study and performance in our 

schools.

In the Glendale Unifi ed School 
District pamphlet entitled 
“Religious Expression in the 
Schools” the Board of Education 
said they realize “that students, 
as citizens, have an important 
right to religious expression, and 
that this right does not end at the 
schoolhouse door. Schools must 
be places where religion and 
religious conviction are treated 
with fairness and respect.” Board 
policy further states that the 
schools and community have the 
common responsibility to develop 

in students appropriate moral 
and ethical character incorporat-
ing ideals of liberty, justice, the 
pursuit of happiness, and equal-
ity of opportunity.

As we work to ensure that the 
rights of all stakeholders are 
respected, we need to be sure 
that religious expression in 
school related events involves 
the careful balancing of free 
speech rights and the right to 
free exercise of religion without 
promoting or establishing reli-
gion. Without a doubt, this is a 
challenging mandate.

Church and state issues during the holiday season

Glendale Unifi ed was named California Association of Bilingual 
Education (CABE) District of the Year for 2009. Jefferson Elementary 
School was presented with the CABE banner on November 19, 2009 
during the school’s spirit day.

Jefferson Elementary is one of four schools in the district imple-
menting the Foreign Language Academy of Glendale’s (FLAG) dual 
immersion program. Jefferson offers an Armenian FLAG program.

Students sang while others read and recited poems during their 
assembly in the auditorium.

Principal Greg Mooshagian 
showed off his skill as a pia-
nist and accompanied students 
performing during their recent 
assembly.

CABE banner presented to 
Jefferson Elementary School

Kevin Riley receives Delmonte Award
Edison Elementary School 20-year 
veteran teacher Kevin Riley was 
recently awarded the prestigious 
Delmonte Award by the Glendale 
Chamber of Commerce.

From the personal to the profes-
sional level, colleagues only have 
positive things to say about him. As 
a person, he is described as a great 
friend, warm and caring with a good 
sense of humor. As a teacher, he is 
in the ranks of exceptional and a 
fi ne leader.

Mr. Riley sets high expectations 
for his students and higher expec-
tations for himself. He is diligent 
about parent communication and 
makes sure none of his students 
slip through the cracks. Edison 
Principal Dr. Kelly King said, “Kevin 
is creative, energetic and very 
engaging. His students love being 
in his classroom.”

Hoover High School Teacher Arpine Ovsepyan recently completed 
the prestigious 2-year International Emerging Leadership Program 
with the Association of Supervision of Curriculum Development 
(ASCD). Arpine’s work as a teacher and ASCD Emerging Leader 
will be included in a book by internationally acclaimed educator and 
Board Certifi ed Neurologist, Dr. Judy Willis.

Arpine Ovsepyan said, “None of these accomplishments could 
have been earned without the unconditional support of the Board 
of Education and GUSD. Most importantly, I want to thank Hoover 
Principal Kevin Welsh and Hoover Asst. Principal Jennifer Earl, along 
with the entire Hoover administrative team and Hoover family for their 
continued support of my professional growth!”

Hoover High School teacher 
completes leadership program

From left to right: Valley Reilly, (mother); Kevin Reilly; Steve Mcknight (partner); Sean Reilly, (brother), and Phil Reilly, (father).

Students excel at stacking

Monte Vista students face off during a sport 
stacking event at their school.

Monte Vista Elementary School 
held a sport stacking competi-
tion on the morning of November 
12, 2009 and it was featured live 
on KTLA news. It has become 
an annual event facilitated by 
Monte Vista Teacher Roger 
Sondergaard.

In the spirit of camaraderie, 
Monte Vista’s Principal Dr. Suzi 
Hoge and KTLA Reporter Gayle 
King competed in a round of 
stacking. Let it be known that Dr. 
Hoge beat Gayle King!
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Battle for the Bell 2009: The tradition lives on

Keppel Elementary’s ‘Reading Buddies’ program
Keppel Elementary School fi rst 
grade teacher Carolyn Williams 
and third grade teacher Laura 
Duncan combine their classes so 
the students can read together 
with their ‘reading buddies.’ These 
students read together to support 
and strengthen Keppel’s Reading 
Focus goals.

For added fun, all the students 
in both classes designed special 
‘reading buddies’ t-shirts.

Left: Keppel Principal Dr. Mary Mason 
and Assistant Principal Lise Sondergaard 
with Keppel Elementary School’s ‘reading 
buddies.’

Rachel’s Challenge is an organiza-
tion formed as a tribute to Rachel 
Scott, the fi rst person killed during 
the Columbine High School mas-
sacre in 1999. The group’s objective 
for schools is to create a safe learn-
ing environment for all and to help 
spread kindness and compassion.
Rachel’s Challenge, along with the 
Spanish and Armenian clubs of 
Glendale High School, headed up 
a chain link project where students 
wrote kind messages on strips of 
paper. The links were then con-
nected together to form one long 
chain. During the homecoming game 
on November 13, Glendale’s red and 
black links and Hoover’s purple and 
white links were connected and hung 
around the track.

Clubs link up for 
a good cause

Chain links adorned the Glendale High 
School during the homecoming game.

Nitro’s quarterback Moises Chavez (#12), Tornadoes defensive lineman Ivan Abarenov 
(#55), Chanpyo Kim (#44), and Oscar Avina (#50).

The Vietnam Ministry of 
Education has partnered with 
the USC Rossier School of 
Education to develop a teacher 
education program. The team 
visited Marshall Elementary, 
Toll Middle, and Clark Magnet 
High Schools.

The group of 12 delegates 
observed and actively par-
ticipated in a Focus on Results 

training that was currently 
taking place at Marshall. At 
Clark Magnet, they listened 
to a presentation followed by 
a tour where they observed a 
combined History and English 
class in action, watched video 
clips created by the digital pho-
tography class, and watched a 
demonstration in the Robotics 
classroom. When they arrived 
at Toll, they toured the class-

rooms and had the opportu-
nity to ask the administrators 
questions.

Overall, the delegates were 
impressed by the professional 
development taking place and 
the continuing collaboration 
and opportunities offered at our 
school district.

Vietnam Ministry of Education delegates visit Glendale

The annual Battle for the Bell 
homecoming game between 
Glendale High School’s Nitros 
and Hoover High School’s 
Tornadoes took place in 
November where Hoover took 
home the bell with a 15 - 7 vic-
tory. Glendale High School has 
been in possession of the bell for 
the last two years.

This tradition originated in 1930 
when Hoover High School 
opened. At fi rst the idea of the 
two Glendale schools meeting 
in sports competition was not 
approved by the school board. 
They felt that such a game 
would divide the community 
and in the long run would not be 
good for the schools. However, 
the schools were approved to 

play and the profi ts from the 
game went to pay for the medi-
cal care of injured players from 
both teams. The fi rst game was 
played at Occidental College and 
then for 30 years the game was 
played in Pasadena’s Rose Bowl. 
The game was tabbed “The Big 
Game” back in the 1930s and is 
still called that today. The larg-
est crowd recorded for The Big 
Game was in 1937 when more 
than 30,000 spectators attended. 
The bell came into play when it 
was donated in 1951 and annu-
ally is awarded to the winning 
team.

Visit http://www.glendalehigh.
com/ghsbiggame.html for The 
Big Game records.

The Vietnam Ministry of Education delegates watching a demonstration in the Robotics classroom at Clark Magnet High School.

In the afternoon, the GTA team 
offered a counter proposal to the 
District’s early retirement incentive 
as well as a proposal to adopt an 
eleven month pay cycle should 
2010-2011 academic calendar with 
a mid-August start date be agreed 
upon and adopted by the Board 
of Education. The GTA team also 
submitted a proposal for additional 
release days for association busi-
ness and for the District to fund a 
larger amount for the release of 
association offi cers.

Each team ended the day by com-
mitting to review and research the 
other team’s proposals and recon-
vene for continuing productive 
negotiations at the next meeting 
scheduled for December 8, 2009.

Negotiations, from page 1
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Lincoln Elementary students hike 
up the trail of learning

Lincoln Elementary School fi fth grade students from the classes 
of Nicolas James, Kristie Colgate, and Cindy Rovello hiked up the 
mountain right behind the Griffi th Park Observatory on November 4, 
2009. The group stopped to eat lunch at Dante’s Peak on their way to 
the top of the mountain. They saw the Hollywood sign along the way, 
and learned about its history. Then they went on a scavenger hunt 
fi nding as much information as they could both inside and outside the 
observatory. They watched the presentation “Water is Life” inside the 
planetarium. A great day was had by all.

Mr. James takes the lead during the hike up the mountain while parent chaperones, Ms. 
Rovello, and Ms. Colgate guide from the rear.

Students in Ms. Rovello’s class savor success after the hike.

GUSD will be offering a seasonal 
fl u and an H1N1 vaccination clinic 
on December 9 - 10, 2009. Our 
H1N1 supplies are limited to 500 
doses so please allow those in the 
high risk category to self refer fi rst. 
High risk includes people who:

live with/care for children under 
6 months old.
work in health care.
have chronic health problems or 
a compromised immune system 
and are between the ages of 25 
to 64.
work with children who have 
chronic health conditions or are 
immune compromised or lives 
with someone who is immune 
compromised.

This clinic is for employees only 
and not for family members and 
children at this time.
For further information regarding 
the H1N1 and seasonal fl u vac-
cination clinic, refer to the district 
website .

•

•
•

•

H1N1 Vaccination

Muir Elementary students get a taste of what it’s like being on the stage, inside of the Hollywood Bowl’s stage, no less, facing a huge 
audience.

Stars for a day

Classes from Muir Elementary School visited the Hollywood Bowl at different days this month. On 
November 3, Lauren Wickhem, Diane Cromer and Sue Siner’s classes took the tour, while Carolyn 
Ingram’s class took their turn on November 10.

It was a wonderful experience for all. They started off the trip by visiting the Hollywood Bowl museum.  
The children saw pictures of the Hollywood Bowl that date back to the early 1900’s. There was a room 
upstairs that enabled the students to interact with sound and “be a drummer” for a few minutes. They 
were then able to get a tour of the operations building, which culminated with students getting to stand 
on the stage! The students really enjoyed this part. They were able to show off their performing skills 
through a memorable rendition of Happy Birthday and America the Beautiful.

On November 23, 2009, Muir Elementary kindergartners re-enacted the fi rst meal of 
Thanksgiving shared by the pilgrims and native Americans.

Muir kindergartners re-enact fi rst 
Thanksgiving

Roosevelt Middle School Robotics teacher Randy Kamiya is invit-
ing everyone to Roosevelt’s Robotics Tournament on Saturday, 
December 5, 2009 from 12:30 - 4 p.m.

Mr. Kamiya said, “This will be my third year running the tournament 
for FIRST LEGO League. Come by and see what these kids can do 
with LEGO Mindstorms robots.”

There will also be a robot performance during the event.

Roosevelt Robotics Tournament 
coming in December


