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Message from Dr. Escalante
Science and technology multiply around us.

To an increasing extent they dictate the languages in which
we speak and think. Either we use those languages, or we remain mute.

~J. G. Ballard, British Author

Throughout the years, Glendale Unifi ed has been a leader in using technology in the 
classroom. Yet, it seems that as soon as we retrofi t the classrooms with the most 
advanced technology, it is outdated by the time students are actually in the classrooms 
using it. I feel that I speak for many of us when I say that keeping up with the future is a 
most challenging goal, not to mention expensive. Still, it is our commitment in Glendale 
to develop 21st Century literacy skills in our students which not only includes, but 
requires technology as a part of that literacy. As we continue to remain a leader in inno-
vation, we must continue to take non-traditional risks in our classrooms. It forces us to 
embrace the concept of technological literacy and deliver instruction using this technol-
ogy to our students.
While this might be intimidating, it is a goal that we can achieve. We are currently build-
ing our relationship with the Pearson Foundation and the Digital Arts Alliance. This 
group shares our vision for providing students with the tools necessary to be successful 
in this new century, and provides fully funded and fully equipped digital arts programs to 
middle and high schools across the United States. The Digital Arts Alliance has trained 
almost thirty teachers from Roosevelt and Wilson Middle Schools in the last couple 
of months in the art of using everyday technology for academic instruction. The scary 
part for some of us is that the everyday technology that we are learning to use in the 
classrooms is the same technology that would normally be confi scated – cell phones. 
This concept is foreign to many of us and defi nitely forces the boundaries of comfort. 
However, if our goal is to educate and prepare our students to succeed in life and even 
lead the way for the rest of the world, then we must provide them with every possible 
tool that they might need in order to succeed.

A number of questions have arisen 
regarding the recent decision for dis-
trict-wide CLAD Certifi cation that have 
produced need for clarifi cation. At the 
end of September, the courts handed 
down a decision that confi rmed the ter-
mination of a teacher who had not com-
pleted the CLAD credential opening the 
door for districts to more actively require 
CLAD authorization for all teachers. As 
far back as the mid-1970s, second lan-
guage authorizations were implemented 
via the LDS. In the early 1990s, the 
CLAD was implemented and through 
that decade other certifi cations such as 
SB1969 were offered to veteran teach-
ers. Currently, over 1000 of our GUSD 
teachers have a second language 
authorization. Anything less than 100% 
is considered to be out of compliance 
in the eyes of the state of California and 
triggers a negative fi nding by auditors. 
The push to get 100% of GUSD teach-
ers CLAD certifi ed will assure that the 
District is in full compliance with the 
Education Code and stipulations related 
to state or federal project funds.

In order to complete the certifi cation, all 
three sections of the California Teachers 
of English Learners (CTEL) examination 
must be passed - this exam is offered 
twice yearly. This year’s exam dates 
are December 5, 2009 and June 12, 
2010. Glendale Unifi ed is providing any 
teacher needing the CLAD Certifi cation 
the following assistance:

CTEL classes - These classes are •

CLAD Update

Franklin Elementary students cheering on the USC 
Women’s Soccer team. More on page 4.

Kris Kohlmeier is one of LA’s best
Wilson Middle School History teacher 
Kris Kohlmeier was selected as one of the 
16 outstanding teachers to be awarded 
the title of “Los Angeles County Teacher 
of the Year” for 2009-2010. Mr. Kohlmeier 
joined the Glendale Unifi ed School 
District in September of 1987 at Wilson 
Middle School.  During his time at Wilson 
Middle School he has taught PE, Social 
Science, and Skills For Adolescence.  
He has been the ASB Advisor, has done 
Interdisciplinary Team Teaching, has 
been a Mentor Teacher, and has coached 
softball at GHS. Kris Kohlmeier provides in-service on technology used in 

teaching History to his peers.

Mr. Kohlmeier uses technology extensively in his classroom to engage the students in 
their research projects, making the assignment more fun while challenging the students 
at the same time. When Mr. Kohlmeier co-authored Crime Scene Investigation, a book 
taking students through the process of gathering evidence and processing a crime 
scene, his talent was recognized nationwide.

Continued on page 4, Message

Continued on page 2, CLAD
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The Glendale High School chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS) inducted 35 new members on October 15, 2009. This is the largest 
number of students at one time to meet the high standards of the NHS: a 3.5 GPA, at least 50 hours of community service, documented 
leadership experience, and endorsements from at least seven faculty members. The new inductees are:

National Honor Society installs 35 new members from Glendale High

Newly-inducted Glendale High students take a break from their usually busy schedules to pose in front of their school.

Vivian Abedi
Hooree Amerkhanian
Jeffrey Asano
Vahe Avagyan
Lousine Bareghamyan
Anabel Beiki
Regina Capistrano

Anna Chilingaryan
Levon Derkalousdian
Erika DerSarkissian
Agnlia Eisaghalian
Nina Enciso
Lauren Fong
Ara Garibyan

Ashley Gerster
Ani Ghazikhanian
Eirene Glyptis
Violeta Ismailyan
Sarah Kevorkian
Julia Kim
Minjie Lee

Susie Lee
Nicole Loo
Jade Macabulos
Atina Manvelian
Nairi Mkrtchian
Sofi a Rezvani
Taron Sargsyan

Elizabeth Sovakian
Andrew Su
Laura Tagmazian
Mircea Tala
Satenik Thorossian
Monika Zadoury
Anette Zakarian

Hoover High seniors pose in front of Keppel Elementary School where they taught their 
younger counterparts lessons in grammar.

Arpine Ovsepyan’s Senior class 
at Hoover High School went to 
Keppel Elementary School on 
October 9 to present standards-
based grammar lessons to sev-
eral of Keppel’s second through 
fi fth grade classes!

According to Keppel Elementary 
Principal Dr. Mary Mason, it was 
a hit.

Their lessons encompassed:
Parts of Speech: noun, verb, 
adjectives, pronouns, interjec-
tions, conjunctions, etc.
Subject-Verb Agreement
Punctuation: When to use a 
comma, semicolon, period, 
quotes, exclamation, etc.

Dr. Mason said, “One poster had 
quotation marks made out of 
candy corn!”

1.

2.
3.

Hoover seniors try a different role

Wilson Middle School teacher Jeffrey Severa’s seventh grade world 
history students studied the problems facing the Roman Empire.  
They also researched the reforms of the emperors Diocletian and 
Constantine.

Each student selected the emperor whom they felt had the best 
reform ideas and created a campaign poster for that emperor. They 
then had the unique opportunity to meet each emperor in the class-
room. They asked probing questions about the motives behind the 
reforms. Students also candidly asked if each emperor felt their 
reforms were ultimately effective. After the imperial visits, students in 
all classes voted for the best Roman reformer.

History comes alive at Wilson

Students are caught up in the moment as teacher Jeffrey Severa delivers his history 
lesson on the Roman Empire dressed as a Roman soldier.

at no charge to employee and meant as preparation for the 
CTEL examination. The classes are NOT required for the CLAD 
Certifi cation.
Reimbursement for the CTEL exam costs - The District will 
reimburse an unlimited number of test attempts.
A stipend for those teachers who receive the CLAD Certifi cation 
who were hired the 2004-2005 school year or earlier - The 
monthly stipend is $75.00 for a CLAD and $150.00 for the 
BCLAD.

•

•

CLAD, continued from page 1
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Meet Glendale’s new student board 
member

Glendale High School’s 
Associated Student Body (ASB) 
Vice President Atina Manvelian 
was recently elected the stu-
dent member of the Board of 
Education for the 2009-2010 
school year. She has been a 
member of the ASB for two years, 
a captain of the drill team for two 
years, and is extremely charis-
matic and articulate.

In order to be elected, Atina had 
to address the Student Advisory 

Newly-elected Student Board Member 
Atina Manvelian is sworn in by Board of 
Education President Mary W. Boger during 
the October 20, 2009 Board meeting.

Council (SAC) members of Clark 
Magnet, Crescenta Valley, Daily, 
Glendale, and Hoover High 
Schools and provide letters of 
recommendation. These same 
SAC members elected her to be 
the representative for the entire 
district of K-12 students (over 
25,000).

Atina’s drill team instructor Kelly 
Palmer said, “I cannot think of 
an individual more capable nor 
one with more to offer than this 
amazing young lady. Atina is 
one of a kind!”

Once sworn in, Miss Manvelian took her 
place behind the dais.

Members of Glendale Schools’ Associated Student Body attended the Board Meeting to 
show Atina their support.

Lincoln’s fabulous egg drop revived

Wilson Middle School had their annual Veteran’s Day Assembly 
on November 5, 2009 paying tribute to the men and women of the 
Armed Forces who put their lives on the line while serving in World 
War II, the Korean War, the war in Vietnam, Operation Desert Storm, 
and the current confl icts in Afghanistan and Iraq.

This special assembly featured three American veterans who served 
in wars since World War II. Two of the chosen veterans served in 
World War II (Louis Zamperini served in the Army Air Corp in the 
South Pacifi c and Oliver Goodall served with the famous Tuskegee 
Airmen).

The family of Lance Corporal Pedro Barboza Flores were pre-
sented with a plaque for serving with the 2nd Division Marines in 
Afghanistan. Pedro, who attended both Hoover and Daily High 
Schools, was killed in 2009 while protecting his fellow soldiers.

Former student honored as a veteran

Lance Corporal Pedro Barboza Flores’ family from left: sister and Glendale High School 
teacher Aurora Alamillo, mother Aurora Barboza, father Nolberto Barboza, sister Lizet 
Barboza, sister Maria Barboza, and nephew Sebastian Ochoa. Mr. and Mrs. Barboza 
came from Ogden, Utah one week before Veteran’s Day so that they could be present for 
this assembly.

Following a two-year hiatus, 
Lincoln Elementary’s Fabulous 
Egg Drop returned to campus on 
October 2, 2009.

Lincoln students got busy con-
structing containers that they 
designed to keep an egg from 
breaking following a 60-foot drop 
from the top of a fi retruck ladder! 

Winners were selected in a 
number of engineering and design 
categories, and the local fi refi ght-
ers as well as Lincoln Elementary 
School Principal Bill Card chose 
their favorite egg containers.

A volunteer fi refi ghter drops eggs in their special packaging while spectators watch to see 
the results as the eggs hit the ground.

The Glendale High School Choir performed for the swearing-in cer-
emony of Rep. Jerome Horton to the State Board of Equalization on 
October 5, 2009. In attendance were Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Speaker Karen Bass, former Lt. Gov. 
Mervyn Dymally and others. GHS Vocal Music and Handbell Director 
Grace Sheldon-Williams was there to chaperone the group. Rep. 
Horton is the fi rst African-American to be appointed to this board and 
only the third to become a Constitutional Offi cer, making this event 
historic.

Glendale High gets political
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Franklin students went to the USC vs. Arizona soccer match on October 11, 2009 as 
a part of an incentive program to reward students with excellent attendance and effort. 
Colleges provide the tickets and Franklin Elementary School Principal Stephen Williams 
brings along four or fi ve parents to help chaperone.

Franklin students win with 
punctuality

Right: At Monte Vista 
Elementary, sixth grader 
Justin Park and Principal 
Susanne Hoge came 
dressed up as a Purell Hand 
Sanitizer and Mother Nature, 
respectively.
Below: Teachers at Verdugo 
Woodlands Elementary 
School line up in their 
costumes after the fl ag 
ceremony.

Halloween celebrations
On October 30, 
2009, many Glendale 
schools celebrated 
Halloween in the 
spirit of fun. Staff and 
students at Monte 
Vista Elementary  
came to school 
in costume while 
Verdugo Woodlands 
Elementary School 
had a Halloween 
parade after the fl ag 
ceremony.

Thank you to the following Wilson Middle School staff who par-
ticipated in the Pearson Foundation Digital Arts Alliance train-
ing: Reinelle Abrazado, Josephine Bixler, Rens de Bruijn, Perla 
Chavez-Fritz, Paul Gersten, Lisa Gladstone, Juliet Kaluzniacki, 
Kris Kohlmeier, Gerry Lancaster, Heather Lapacka, Richard Lucas, 
Shannon Mack, Pete Regli, Kerin Stover, and Jessica Zavala 
as well as the following Roosevelt Middle School staff who also 
joined in the sessions: Tracy Boccalatte, John Carroll, Humberto 
Cerda, Kent Ganevsky, Frank Gonzalez, Joyce Hamdan, Clarence 
Lester, Randall MacLaren, Jean-Marie Pascale-Parra, Estine 
Shahverdian, Maria Eden Van Fleet, Mathew Watkins, Katharine 
Yu and Pam Zamanis.

Message, from page 1

Veteran’s Day Assembly at Marshall

On November 6, 2009, Marshall Elementary School had a celebration for those who 
served our country. Ms. Danielsen’s 1st grade and Mrs. Li’s 3rd grade students led 
Marshall parents, students, teachers and staff in a touching performance in memory of 
our country’s veterans.

The focus in Ashley Sparks’ class at Mountain Avenue Elementary is reading comprehen-
sion. Ms. Sparks’ kindergartners chose to sing the “Prediction Song” at the PTA meeting 
on November 5, 2009 to share what they have learned with the parents.

Mountain Avenue students are 
opening act in PTA meeting

Valley View teachers tackle the 
arts in Staff Development

Valley View teacher and Delmonte Award recipient Vie 
Nazarian takes on the challenge during Valley View’s 
Staff Development day on October 16, 2009.

Arts Attack was the 
focus of study at Valley 
View Elementary’s SB 
1193 Day. Arts Attack is 
an entire developmental 
sequential art program 
based on the teaching 
of art elements and 
principles. It is a tool for 
teaching the standards 
curriculum through art 
activities.

The Arts Attack 
program was made 
available to Glendale 
Schools through the 
generosity of the 
Glendale Educational 
Foundation.


